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RACISM REFELCTED IN NIC STONE’S DEAR MARTIN (2017): 

A CRITICAL RACE THEORY  

 

Abstrak 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menganalisa isu rasis dalam novel Dear Martin 

karangan dari Nic Stone tahun 2017. Adapun teknik pengumpulan data penelitian 

ini adalah penelitian kepustakaan dengan mengumpulkan data data dari objek 

yang sesuai dengan isu untuk dianalisa. Teori yang di gunakan sebagai acuan 

adalah teori ras kritikal. Hasil dari analisis ini berupa beberapa penemuan berupa 

beberapa indicator tentang isu rasisme serta cara karakter utama menghadapi rasis. 

Sejumlah indikator yang ditemukan dapat dikategorikan menjadi tiga tipe rasis, 

yaitu institusional, interpersonal dan internal. Indikator rasis institusional yaitu 

perbedaan pemberian perlakuan dan hukuman antara kulit putih dan hitam dalam 

kasus kriminal. Indicator rasis interpersonal yaitu kedua ras selalu memandang 

buruk satu sama lain. Kaum putih cenderung meremehkan kulit hitam dan 

cenderung menganggap mereka kejam. Rasis Internal yaitu rasis terhadap diri atau 

kaum sendiri. Karaker utama, Justyce, mengalami perbedaan anggapan dalam 

mengubah keadaan dirinya. Awalnya dia ingin lari dari keadaan rasis yang dia 

alami. Akhirnya dia sadar bahwa dia tidak bisa lari, mau tidak mau di harus 

berhasil menghadapinya dan mengandalkan diri sendiri. 

Kata kunci: rasis, critical race theory, Dear Martin 

 

Abstract 

This study aims to analyze the issue of racism in Dear Martin's novel by Nic 

Stone in 2017. The data collection technique of this research is library research by 

collecting data from objects that are relevant to the issue to be analyzed. The 

theory used as a reference is critical racial theory. The results of this analysis are 

in the form of findings in the form of several indicators on the issue of racism as 

well as how the main characters deal with racism. A number of indicators found 

can be categorized into three types of racism, namely institutional, interpersonal, 

and internalized racism. Indicators of institutional racism is the difference 

treatment and punishment between white and black in a criminal case. Indicator of 

interpersonal racism that is both races always look bad at each other. White 

people tend to underestimate blacks and tend to think they are cruel. The indicator 

of internalized racism is underestimatingtheir self or their own race. The main 

character, Justyce, experienced a difference of opinion in changing her situation. 

Initially he wanted to run away from the racist state that he experienced. Finally 

he realized that he could not run, inevitably he had to successfully deal with it and 

rely on himself. 

Keywords: racism, critical race theory, Dear Martin 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Humans are born with a variety of differences from the others. Nobody can 

choose their skin color, dialect, language, culture or clan when they are born. 

They have their own uniqueness. That differences should make a lot of 



2 

 

diversity that makes everything beautiful. But, it often makes people classify 

themselves from others. It is called racism.  

Racism is judging people based on their kind of race. Some races will be 

assumed superior or inferior to another. It can be defined as a hatred of one 

person or group to another because of their skin color, language, dialect, 

degree, and place of birth or other factors about their basic nature. It draws the 

views of the ideology or concept which is adopted by people who reject or 

dislike a particular group of people. Some races always see the difference 

between him and other groups. They begin to compare and even mock one 

each other. 

Racism is one of the issues raised in a literary work. In Dear Martin by 

Nic Stone, there are many racist issues in some plots. This novel tell about a 

young black man called Justyce who tries to save his girlfriend Melo. He does 

not want Melo drives when she is drunk. But, he is arrested because an 

understanding. He is not given a chance to explain to the cop. The cop asks 

Justyce to be quiet and does not want to hear a single word from him.  

Justyce likes to write diary. He writes a letter to Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Jr. He admires the way of Dr. King's life. In his letter, Justyce tells Dr. King 

that he is a scholarship student at Braselton Preparatory Academy and he have 

some good achievement. He feels he has a bright future because of his 

academic achievement but it seems impossible if he still lives in that bad area. 

He also tells about his friend, Shemar Carson, who was shot by a white police 

officer in Nevada.  

Justyce feels that the discrimination will occur again. The black people are 

always viewed badly by white people. It this things keep happening it will 

make black people cannot grow their self. Even in their school, the 

discrimination is still occurred. He just have few friends there. The students 

are oftengrouped based on their skin color. They are often debating, fighting 

even bullying. 

The reasons why the researcher analyze Dear Martin with the issue of 

racism is, first, in this novel, there are many racist depictions in the story plot. 

It is so interesting to be analyzed how the characters face and resolve the race 
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discrimination. Second, the issue of racism is not something new but it is still 

happening recently. The researcher wants to understand the fact about racism 

and avoid this kind of thing from happening. 

So, the researcher will analyze Dear Martin novel and raise the issue of 

racism by using Critical Race Theory. It will be presented in the research 

paper entitled: RACISM REFLECTED IN NIC STONE’S DEAR MARTIN 

NOVEL (2017): A CRITICAL RACE THEORY. 

2. METHOD 

In analyzing Dear Martin, the researcher uses a critical race theory and applies 

it using descriptive qualitative research. It is a research that emphasizes the 

quality of the data on the object. The object of this study is Dear Martin novel 

that is written by Nic Stone. The source of data is taken from the novel itself 

and from any resource like online journal, thesis, research that related to this 

research, movie version of this novel and other sources that supported this 

research. The researcher does library research and takes some steps in data 

collection and data analysis to get the result of this research.  In analyzing, the 

researcher uses descriptive analysis technique that based on critical race 

theory by taking some steps of data collection. 

3. FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

After analyzing Dear Martin, the researcher finds some findings that in order 

to answer the problem statements below: 

 

3.1 Finding 

3.1.1 Indicators of racism 

This part shows some indicators that showsthe issue of racism in Dear  

Martin 

3.1.1.1 Institutional racism. 

It refers to institutions that deliberately harm or benefit one party 

based on skin color. One example of institutional racism is the law 

by Jim Crow. In America, most of the conservation of racism 

focuses on individual action. Institutional racism refers more to the 

realm of law or a particular institution. 
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The craziest part is while I thought everything would be 

coolas soon as her parents got there, no matter what they 

told thecops, these dudes would not release me. Mr. Taylor 

offered tocall my mom, but the cops made it clear that since 

I’m 17, I’mconsidered an adult when placed under arrest—

aka there wasnothing Mama could do. 

(Dear Martin/ Pg.5/ Par.14) 

   

Justyce feels a hope when Melo’s mother comes to the 

prison but it is not going like he thinks. Any word that they say to 

the cop will not make Justyce leaves the prison. Even Melo’s mom 

offer them to call Justyce's mom but the cop says that there is 

nothing that can be done by his mom. As the researcher knows, 

parent’s mom cane release their 17-year-old child by providing a 

guarantee, but that does not apply to him. 

There are two stories about criminal action that shows 

injustice between white and black bellow”. 

 

Dude had got up in the middle of the night and stabbed his 

dadlike eight times.” 

…… 

They tried to get him on an attempted murder charge, but 

homeboy’s lawyer got some doctor to come in and say dude 

wassleepwalking. 

 

Meanwhile, they locked my ass up for a year on a petty theft 

chargecuz it was my ‘second offense.’ Prosecutor actually      

referred to 

me as a ‘career criminal’ at the hearing. 

(Dear Martin/ Pg.109) 

 



5 

 

Both of the stories are about murder that is done by white 

and black. The white can be easily released because he is 

experiencing sleepwalking. So, the murder happened when he was 

not realizing it. Even though the murder he committed is very 

cruel, but he could be easily released. 

Meanwhile, the crime that Quan committed is only petty 

theft. But he was jailed for one year because this theft was the 

second theft. The injustice shows very clearly here. If murder is 

compared to theft, of course killing is worse than theft but why the 

one who is jailed longer is the thief. 

3.1.1.2 Interpersonal racism 

Interpersonal racism is racism between individuals. Within a few 

decades, interpersonal racism occurred openly. People are no 

longer afraid of racist acts towards others. This is actually 

something that is intolerant, but is considered normal by society. 

Trey laughs, and one of the other guys lifts his shirt to 

reveal thehandgun grip sticking out of his waistband. 

………... 

“I most certainly can, white boy,” Trey says. “Now you and 

yali’lcrew getcha punk asses outta here before things 

escalate.” 

(Dear Martin/ Pg.36/ Par.14-15) 

 

In the dialogue above, Trey calls the guy who lifts his shirt 

“white boy”. In social life, if someone does not know the name of 

another person, he can just call him/her “man”, “bro” or something 

like that. But Trey prefers to call him “white boy”. 

Trey is a member of Jihad Boy. Black association which 

rebels with the treatment of white people. They feel their rights 

have not been fulfilled. They still feel the differences of the 

treatment. All of these things are covered up by the issue of 

equality. Equality made by whites, but in fact all of it is fake. The 
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issue makes it seem as if the black and white people have been 

equated with their rights and obligations. All of that is just to make 

black people no longer create chaos by making it seem as if black 

and white people are equal. 

“I bet he’s totally profiling us right now. Probably thinks 

we’re drugdealers or something.” 

….. 

“YOU WORTHLESS NIGGER SONS OF BITCHES!” the 

guy shouts 

(Dear Martin/ Pg.88-89) 

 

Blacks are often seen as criminals. Even just seeing can 

lead to suspicion. The guy who look at Manny and Justyce 

suspiciously call them nigger. It is very rude. 

 

“So lemme guess,” Mama says. “You’re good cop, and 

whitey overthere is bad?” 

(Dear Martin/ Pg.134) 

 

His mother could not accept what happened to Justyce. He 

still thinks that white people always have evil thoughts. 

3.1.1.3 Internalized Racism 

It is racism toward their own condition, own race own ethnic and 

so on.The environment where he lives is very unsupportive. He is 

smart and talented student in his school but he cannot develop 

himself if he stays there. That night he thinks all of the things that 

happened to him. He realizes the main cause is “color”.   

 

All I can think now is “How different would things have gone 

had I not been a black guy?” I know initially the cop could only go 

by what he saw (which prolly did seem a little sketchy), but I’ve 

never had my character challenged like that before. 
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(Dear Martin/ Pg.15/ Par.6) 

 

The narration above shows that Justyce start to think about 

“color”. It could be different if he is white. This color issue will 

make his life is so restless. He starts doubting his race. 

3.1.2 Martin’s way to deal with racism 

Justyce realize that he could not continue to live this. He has an idol 

teacher called Martin also known as Dr. King. Through his letter, he wants 

to live like Martin. He tells his sigh even about his one of his friend who 

was shot by the white cop.  

 

Last night changed me. I don’t wanna walk around all pissed 

off and looking for problems, but I know I can’t continue to 

pretend nothing’s wrong. Yeah, there are no more “colored” 

water fountains, and it’s supposed to be illegal to discriminate, 

(Dear Martin/ Pg.15/ Par.7) 

 

What happened that night is awakened him. Some things that 

happens to him is caused by the color and the environment where he lives. 

 

I wanna try to live like you. Do what you would do. See where 

it gets me. 

(Dear Martin/ Pg.16/ Par.3-4) 

 

He needs someone who is inspired him to change. He feels that 

Martin's way of life is very compatible with him. He feels he has to live 

like his way of life. So, he will be able to develop himself and get out of 

all kinds of problems that befell him, his family and his friends. 

3.2 Discussion 

After analyzing Dear Martin using critical race theory, the researchers 

found several results that answer the problem statements. It is divided into 

the following results. 
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Racism is ingrained in social life there. Even for some racists are 

common, although there are still many who oppose. This was ignored 

because opponents usually came from minorities. Between blacks and 

whites are really visible in the differences of rights and obligations in 

various fields.  

The most striking racist impact in this novel is regarding injustice 

in law. It can be said that the length of the sentence can be measured by 

the color of the skin.  

The main character in this novel, Justyce, feels that the racist that 

he experienced greatly influenced him in developing himself. Justyce has 

someone who always inspires him, he is Martin alias Dr. King. One of the 

teachers at school. He wants his life to run like Martin. Justyce begins to 

realize that black people are different from white people forever.. 

Everything that will happen will inevitably have to be faced. The only 

person who can change one's future is himself.  

. 

4 CONCLUSION 

The researcher makes a conclusion based on the finding that has explained in 

the previous part. There are some indicators of racism that shown in Dear 

Martin novel. The researcher conclude that the indicators that found by the 

researcher are divided into three kinds of racial. They are institutional, 

interpersonal, and internalized racism that happened in their school and 

everyday life. 

The indicators of institutional racism more towards the realm of law. Such 

as the injustice of punishment for committing crimes and judging by legal 

entities based on skin color. It is told by Justyce about his friends and himself. 

Interpersonal racism is about view of one race over another. Internalized 

racism is about doubting their own race. 

The Justyce deals with racism is so struggling. He often faces something 

that pushing him down and doubting himself. Some of his friends are not 

defending him but others. He makes Martin, also known as Dr. King, as his 

inspiration to struggle. The way of Martin’s life make Justyce to follow that 
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way in order to change his life to be better. Until he realized that nobody can 

change the future but himself and there is no place that he needs to run to but 

he must create it.  
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