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THE MAJOR CHARACTER’S PRAGMATIC REASONS OF BECOMING 

A PROSTITUTE IN PAULO COELHO’S ELEVEN MINUTES (2003) 

 

ABSTRAK 

 

Penelitian ini menyelidiki isu mengenai alasan-alasan pragmatis menjadi seorang 

pelacur yang tergambarkan dalam novel Eleven Minutes karya Paulo Coelho. 

Peneliti menggunakan teori pragmatisme dari William James dan John Dewey 

untuk menganalisis data. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menyelidiki indikator-

indikator terkait alasan-alasan pragmatis tokoh utama dalam menjadi seorang 

pelacur, mendeskripsikan isu yang tergambar dalam karya tersebut, dan 

menyelidiki alasan penulis dalam memilih isu pada karya tersebut. Penelitian ini 

merupakan penelitian kualitatif. Sumber data penelitian dibagi menjadi dua tipe. 

Sumber data utama adalah novel Eleven Minutes karya Paulo Coelho sementara 

sumber data sekunder untuk melengkapi data mencakup buku-buku literatur, 

jurnal, skripsi, dan sumber lainnya yang berkaitan dengan karya tersebut. Hasil 

penelitian menunjukkan bahwa terdapat enam indikator mengenai alasan-alasan 

pragmatis menjadi seorang pelacur yang mencakup kebutuhan untuk bertahan 

hidup, mendapatkan kenikmatan seksual, pengambilan kesempatan yang ada, 

persiapan masa depan yang lebih baik, belajar masalah dan solusi, dan pencarian 

pengalaman baru. Penggambaran isu dideskripsikan melalui karakter, tempat, 

peristiwa, dan gaya penulis. Penulis tertarik untuk mengangkat isu ini karena 

inspirasi dari buku Irving Wallace dan fenomena nyata dari masyarakat Brasil. 

 

Kata kunci: Alasan-alasan pragmatis, Eleven Minutes, pelacur, pragmatisme 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

This study investigates the issue about pragmatic reasons of becoming a prostitute 

depicted in Paulo Coelho’s Eleven Minutes novel. The researcher uses 

pragmatism theory by William James and John Dewey to analyze the data. This 

research aims to investigate the indicators of the major character’s pragmatic 

reasons of becoming a prostitute, to describe the issue depicted in the work, and to 

investigate the author’s reason in addressing the issue in the work. This study 

belongs to qualitative research. The data source is separated into two types. The 

primary data source is Eleven Minutes novel by Paulo Coelho while the secondary 

data source to complete the data involves literary books, journals, undergraduate 

thesis, and other material from internet that is related to the work. The result 

shows there are six indicators of pragmatic reasons in becoming a prostitute 

including the need for survival, getting sexual enjoyment, taking the existing 

opportunity, preparing for better future, learning problem and solution, and 

seeking for new experience. The depiction of the issue is described through the 

character, setting, event, and author’s style. The author is interested in raising the 

issue because of the inspiration from Irving Wallace’s book and the real 

phenomenon of Brazilian society. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

The study focuses on the issue of the major character’s pragmatic reasons of 

becoming a prostitute that is reflected in Paulo Coelho’s Eleven Minutes novel. 

The phenomenon of prostitution mostly is considered as a kind of exploitation of 

women, but for certain countries it is assumed to be something very common and 

legal to avoid sexual abuse. There are basic reasons that lead prostitutes to do 

their risky profession. Most of them are trapped in prostitution because of 

economic reason. Besides that, there are other reasons such as exploitation, 

compulsion, environmental influence, life style, and frustration. Prostitution 

becomes attention for sociologists, religionists, government, and also the author 

like Paulo Coelho who produced the novel that is related to the issue of 

prostitution entitled Eleven Minutes. Coelho received an award from Ex Libris 

award Serbia for his novel in 2004 (www.merdeka.com). It is one of the best 

seller novels by Paulo Coelho besides The Alchemist. It reveals the story of Maria, 

a Brazilian girl who works as a prostitute in Switzerland. Maria passed many 

adventures in her life that resulted in the decision to become a prostitute. 

In accordance with the novel, the researcher has found fifteen previous studies 

with various issues that have been conducted by using different theories of 

literature. In general, the previous studies toward Paulo Coelho’s Eleven Minutes 

can be classified into four different groups based on the theory used. Those are 

existentialism theory (Ambarsari, 2018; Ningrum, 2013), sociology of literature 

theory (Ningsih, 2015), formalism theory (Anggraini, 2011), and psychology of 

literature theory with four different approaches. The four approaches involves 

psychoanalytic approach (Marleni, 2010), transpersonal psychology theory 

(Lestari & Darma, 2014), moral development theory (Ulya, 2015), and individual 

psychological approach (Antono, 2006; Pareka, 2008; Wiedaninggar, 2008; 

Astuti, 2014; Triutami, 2014; Puspitajati, 2015; Pratamy, 2016; Jothi, 2019). 

Most of the previous studies towards Eleven Minutes novel discuss on the 

perspective of psychology of literature, existentialism, sociology of literature, and 
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formalism. While the story of the novel actually depicts a character that does 

something based on the pragmatic consideration. In the sense that the major 

character does not have ideals that are spiritual or religious but rather is oriented 

to socioeconomic benefits. So there should be a research that identifies the major 

character’s pragmatic reasons of becoming a prostitute.  

This research is close to the previous study conducted by Pareka (2008) about 

the comparison of the main character’s motive becoming prostitute in Eleven 

Minutes novel and Woman at Point Zero novel. The difference is in the motive 

which underlies the decision to become a prostitute and the perspective used to 

analyze the novel. The previous study uses individual psychological theory in 

analyzing the data, whereas this present research uses pragmatism theory. The 

motive which underlies the major character’s decision in becoming a prostitute in 

the previous study is influenced by five kinds of human needs and personality 

component. The most influential motive is self-actualization need. It means that 

the previous study emphasizes on psychological perspective. While in the present 

research, the motive is based on the pragmatic reasons. It means that this present 

research emphasizes on economic perspective. Therefore, the researcher 

investigates the novel based on the pragmatism theory entitled “The Major 

Character’s Pragmatic Reasons of Becoming a Prostitute in Paulo Coelho’s 

Eleven Minutes (2003).” 

Pragmatism theory by William James and John Dewey is employed to answer 

the research questions. Pragmatism is a philosophical ideology that assumes what 

is right is something that proves itself to be true by looking at the effects or results 

that are practically useful as stated by Hadiwijono (in Nurdin, 2014). Pragmatism 

emerged as a rejection due to the close system about absolute truth in traditional 

philosophy. The principles of pragmatism based on the combination of William 

James’ theory and John Dewey’s theory are believing in change & no absolute 

truth, giving emphasis on experience, regenerated world or meliorism, believing 

in diversity, maximizing utility or utilitarianism, future-oriented, intelligence as a 

method, deep faith in democracy, agreement with reality, and occurring to an idea 

(Putnam & Putnam, 2017).  



 

4 
 

2. METHOD 

This research is a qualitative research which means that the data is formed by 

using words instead of number. Qualitative research starts with supposition, the 

way someone thinks about the world, the probable usage of a theoretical view, 

and the study to investigate individual or group meaning refer to the problem of 

human or social (Creswell, 2007, p. 37). The object of this research is Eleven 

Minutes novel by Paulo Coelho. The researcher uses the primary data source and 

the secondary data source in completing the data analysis. The primary data 

source in this research is Paulo Coelho’s Eleven Minutes novel. The secondary 

data source to support the data is taken from the various sources such as 

publication articles, undergraduate thesis, literary books, internet, and other 

materials related to the novel. The data collection method in this research is 

library research by using note-taking technique. The steps in collecting the data of 

this study are reading the novel repeatedly to find the issue, searching to the 

internet in order to gain information related to the novel, searching the important 

information in the novel, taking notes for collecting the important data, arranging 

the data of the research based on its category, choosing specific parts that are 

essential and appropriate for analysis, and making conclusion according to the 

analysis. In analyzing the data, the technique has three processes namely data 

reduction, data display, verification and conclusion drawing (Miles & Huberman, 

1994, p. 10-11). 

 

3. FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

3.1 Finding 

3.1.1 The Indicators of Pragmatic Reasons of Becoming a Prostitute 

The researcher has found six indicators of pragmatic reasons of becoming 

a prostitute in Paulo Coelho’s Eleven Minutes as follows: 

3.1.1.1 Meeting the need for survival 

This reason deals with the everyday need of Maria which must be fulfilled 

for survival. It is shown through the fact that the economic condition of 

her family forces her to work hard since the income of Maria’s parents 
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cannot completely fulfill her needs. Desire to earn money by working 

abroad without careful consideration made her regret since the man who 

offered the job had cheated her. The only way to make money easily in 

order to meet her living need in Switzerland was working as a prostitute 

since she had no specific skill for another job. Honor, respect, and value 

were pushed aside by her since the most important thing was being happy 

with a lot of money in her savings. She knew that her physical appearance 

could attract the man’s desire so she took the advantage of it. 

3.1.1.2 Getting sexual enjoyment 

This indicator is related to Maria’s experiences from childhood till 

adolescence. Experience has important role in forming Maria’s future. The 

fact that she was heartbroken because of the boy she loved in her 

childhood made her find another way to restore her happiness. She found 

the way by doing masturbation. She did not even need anyone else to 

make her happy because she could do it by herself. The curiosity to get 

satisfaction and happiness continued until the age of seventeen she did 

sexual intercourse with her boyfriend. This occurrence then became one of 

the factors that convinced Maria to be prostitute. She became usual having 

sexual intercourse with many men to get sexual enjoyment.  

3.1.1.3 Taking the existing opportunity 

It deals with the reality that happens to Maria when she has no money to 

survive. After being dismissed by Roger as samba dancer in his nightclub, 

Maria became unemployed. Actually she really wanted to cope with her 

problem by using her intelligence and willpower, but the Arab’s offer 

turned her decision. This man offered her one thousand Swiss francs if she 

was willing to accompany him in the hotel. This situation then forced her 

to accept Arab’s offer because she needed the money for survival. It was 

agreement with reality, reality that she had nothing to survive if she did 

not take the opportunity from the Arab man. Through this occurrence, 

Maria then decided to find the location named Rue de Berne to try her luck 

as a prostitute.   
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3.1.1.4 Preparing for better future 

It deals with the motive to increase the financial condition of Maria in the 

future. The awareness to be better in terms of economic condition becomes 

one of the motives that leads Maria to take a decision becoming a 

prostitute. This motive is shown through Maria’s ambition to improve her 

quality of life by having proper home, farm, cows, and business. Although 

her heart was full of pain, she was willing to be strong so her dreams 

would come true. She committed to ignore her feeling in order to earn 

much money and be ready to comeback home prosperously than before. 

Maria wished that her life could be regenerated because she had passed 

and learned many things during her work in Switzerland. All she had both 

money and knowledge would be beneficial to prepare her future life.  

3.1.1.5 Learning problem and solution 

It deals with Maria’s intelligence which is used to give special service for 

her clients. Maria’s clients mostly are businessman, politician, and people 

from the upper classes. The fact that her clients actually had many 

problems with their marriage and work gave her the opportunity to get 

extra money by giving solution and advice towards their problem. Maria 

could see the opportunity that was very beneficial for her financial 

condition. In order to improve her service, she even went to the library to 

borrow some books about psychological, marital, and political problem 

that hopefully it could give better solution for them.  

3.1.1.6 Seeking for new experience 

It deals with Maria’s will to change in order to get new experience in her 

life. The journey of her life was very constant since her parents did not 

have enough money to buy all things she dreamed of. She too often said 

no to the things she really wanted. With all the courage, finally Maria 

decided to work abroad to change her life. She believed that her world 

would change by working in Switzerland. This perception led him to 

become a prostitute for the sake of money.  
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3.1.2 Depictions of Pragmatic Reasons of Becoming a Prostitute 

The issue of this research is depicted through four components namely 

character, setting, event, and style as follows: 

3.1.2.1 The Character 

3.1.2.1.1 The Character of Maria 

Maria is the major character of Eleven Minutes novel who works as a 

prostitute. She never expected that the fate would lead her to become a 

prostitute. Maria was a naive, smart, brave, and ambitious woman. She 

was naive since she thought that someone who worked and traveled 

abroad would be successful. This perception was not completely right, 

because Maria did not think carefully when she accepted the offer to 

work in Switzerland. Moreover, Maria’s smartness can be seen 

through the ability to take advantage of every situation. The attitude 

towards the other people who could give her benefit was nice, sweet, 

and pleasurable. She also learned French language to communicate and 

gave solution to her problematic clients. The bravery of Maria was 

seen through her attitude during her survival in Switzerland. Maria was 

brave to try something new that she never did before even it was risky 

for her life. It is shown through her decision to become a prostitute in 

Copacabana nightclub. Maria’s ambition can be seen from her strong 

determination to face every problem in search of money. Her ambition 

is also seen from her persistence to keep working in Copacabana 

nightclub after working there in the first day. 

3.1.2.1.2 The Evil Character 

Maria’s decision in becoming a prostitute was also influenced by the 

evil character Roger and an Arab man. Both of them gave contribution 

to Maria in taking a decision to become a prostitute. Roger and Arab 

man were seducer. It can be seen through their attitude towards Maria. 

They always gave compliments about her physical appearance. Roger 

was evil because he seduced Maria to get her acceptance working as a 

samba dancer in his club, yet he actually fooled Maria. While the Arab 
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man who was a model agent seduced Maria to accompany him in the 

hotel instead of discussing about the fashion show like what he said in 

the phone. 

3.1.2.2 Setting 

Setting of the story illustrates the location where Maria lives before and 

during becoming a prostitute. The story takes place in two countries 

namely Brazil and Switzerland. There are two different places which 

become the main settings in Brazil. Those are sertão and Rio de Janeiro. 

While in Switzerland, there are Geneva city, Rue de Berne, and 

Copacabana nightclub as the main settings. 

3.1.2.2.1 Brazil 

3.1.2.2.1.1 Sertão 

Sertão is Maria’s hometown. It refers to backland area in Brazil. It is 

depicted in the novel that there was only one cinema and one nightclub 

as the entertainment place and also one bank as the public facility.  

3.1.2.2.1.2 Rio de Janeiro 

Rio de Janeiro is the city that Maria dreamed of. It becomes one of 

many popular cities in Brazil since there are many artists living there 

and it becomes the nice place for holiday. One of the famous areas in 

Rio de Janeiro named Copacabana became the location where she met 

a Swiss man who offered her working abroad which finally made her 

work as a prostitute. 

3.1.2.2.2 Switzerland 

3.1.2.2.2.1 Geneva 

Geneva city is the location of Roger’s family nightclub which becomes 

the first workplace for Maria when she works a samba dancer. People 

who live there call it Genève, whereas Brazilian people call it 

Genebra. The iconic place in Geneva is a lake with an enormous 

fountain in the middle. 
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3.1.2.2.2.2 Rue de Berne 

It is one of the popular areas in Geneva city. Rue de Berne is the name 

of the street which is surrounded by sex shops, bars, and brothels. It is 

considered as the prostitution area where Maria begins to work as a 

prostitute. There are several nightclubs from the most expensive to the 

cheapest such as Copacabana, Nèon, Xenium, and Tropical Extasy. 

3.1.2.2.2.3 Copacabana nightclub 

It is one of the most expensive places for prostitutes since most of the 

clients are business executives, politicians, or people from the upper 

class. The prostitutes who work there are young, they are aged 

between eighteen and twenty two years old. This nightclub is owned 

by Milan. Copacabana nightclub becomes the place that changes 

Maria’s life. There she gets many clients and new experiences.  

3.1.2.3 Events 

3.1.2.3.1 Thinking of better life 

Before Maria worked as a prostitute, she was lack of sufficiency. 

Dreaming to be a rich woman was the motivation for her working 

abroad. She just thought that she would earn much money so she could 

change her life without deep consideration and thinking about the risk 

she might get.  

3.1.2.3.2 Survival in foreign country 

After accepting Roger’s offer to work abroad, Maria went to 

Switzerland to be a samba dancer. Apparently she was fooled by him 

who promised her high salary. She was also dismissed by him so she 

had no job then. Maria tried to contact a model agency which perhaps 

would give her a job, but it failed. Feeling frustrated by her condition, 

Maria then decided to be a prostitute.  

3.1.2.3.3 Self-Exploiting 

The decision to work as a prostitute made her exploit herself. After 

several days working in Copacabana nightclub, she began to enjoy 

what she was doing. It was because of money. She chose to stay there 



 

10 
 

longer in order to save money as much as possible although actually 

she could go back to Brazil whenever she wanted.  

3.1.2.3.4 Maria’s return 

After one year living in Switzerland with many adventures, Maria 

came to the decision that she had to end her dark life working as a 

prostitute. Before taking the decision to return home, Maria was 

confused whether she had to continue her life as prostitute or return 

home and find her true love there. But then she was aware that she had 

earned much money for her future. Maria’s determination was also 

influenced by Ralf Hart who had taught her the meaning of sex which 

was sacred. In her return to Brazil, Maria was surprised to meet Ralf 

Hart who brought her a bunch of roses in the airport in Paris. 

3.1.2.4 Style 

There are six elements of author’s style in creating literary work. The 

elements are sentence construction, grammatical structure, diction, 

figurative language, imagery, and symbolism.  

3.1.2.4.1 Sentence construction and grammatical structure 

Eleven Minutes is an English translated novel, so it is difficult to find 

the element of sentence construction and grammatical structure since 

the novel is not in its original language form which is Portuguese 

language. Something which can be identified is the use of short 

sentence instead of long sentence in constructing the story and the use 

of third person point of view, omniscient. 

3.1.2.4.2 Diction 

3.1.2.4.2.1 Special Term 

There are eleven special terms found in Eleven Minutes novel 

including sexual terms such as masturbation, orgasm, sadomasochism, 

pornai, peripatetica, hetaera, and other special terms such as goddess 

Lemanjá                           omertà and shugendo. First, 

masturbation means stimulation to one’s genital in order to get 

satisfaction and pleasurable feeling. Second, orgasm refers to the 
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condition when someone gets the strongest pleasurable effect during or 

after doing sexual activity. Third, sadomasochism is sexual activity in 

which someone gets pleasure and satisfaction by making someone else 

feeling pain physically or mentally. The next terms are pornai, 

peripatetica, and hetaera which are derived from Greek. Pornai is 

classified as the cheapest prostitutes who work in the brothel of the 

owner; peripatetica is the middle class prostitutes who peddle 

themselves in the street; whereas hetaera is the most expensive 

prostitutes considered as female companion. Furthermore, the terms 

goddess Lemanjá, graúna, and                 are derived from 

Brazil. Goddess lemanjá is goddess of the sea while graúna is the 

name of Brazilian blackbird which is often used as the symbol of black 

hair.                 is considered as a ghost of female that is cursed 

by God to be headless mule which vomits fire because of her sins 

fornicating with the priest. The next one is omertà which belongs to 

Italian term. It is known as silence code to avoid law. The last is 

shugendo which refers to a name of ancient religion in Japan.  

3.1.2.4.2.2 Borrowing 

The borrowings found in the novel are derived from Portuguese 

language. The borrowings are bonita, sertão, and amanhã. Bonita in 

English means beautiful, sertão means backland, and amanhã means 

tomorrow. 

3.1.2.4.2.3 Accent 

There is one accent found in the novel which is shown through the 

pronunciation of two words of Portuguese language, bonita and Pelê. 

Bonita means beautiful, while Pelê is the name of famous Brazilian 

football player. The Swiss accent which is spoken by Roger and 

Maria’s friends in Switzerland sounds weird to Maria because they are 

not Brazilian.  
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3.1.2.4.3 Figurative language 

The researcher has found five kinds of figurative language in Eleven 

Minutes novel. The first is hyperbole that can be seen when Maria 

describes the feeling of orgasm with exaggerate expression, “It was 

like floating up to heaven and then parachuting slowly down to earth 

again.” (Coelho, 2003, p. 12). Hyperbole is also shown to describe 

how Maria controls herself with all problems in her life by using the 

words such as the earthquake and the volcano of her soul. In 

personification Coelho uses the word “death” as if it is able to knock 

Maria’s door like a human and Geneva city as a face of Ralf Hart. In 

metaphor Paulo Coelho portrays that life is the same as roller coaster, a 

dizzying game, a parachute jump, and mountaineering. It means that 

life has ups and downs. In idiom Coelho uses the phrase “vale of tears” 

to describe tragedy or sorrow. In simile Paulo Coelho compares 

Maria’s hair with the wings of graúna (Brazilian bird) which has black 

color. 

3.1.2.4.4 Imagery 

The researcher found six types of imagery in Eleven Minutes novel 

including the sense of tactile, visual, auditory, olfactory or smell and 

gustatory or taste. Tactile imagery is shown through the sexual activity 

which is done by Maria with her clients. The novel describes it clearly 

including the activities such as hugging, touching, holding hand, and 

etc. Visual imagery can be seen when Maria describes the situation in 

Rue de Berne which makes the readers imagine about that location. 

Auditory imagery is portrayed when Ralf Hart and Maria meet in the 

bar and the music in the bar is too loud so they cannot talk each other 

clearly. Olfactory imagery is depicted when Ralf Hart fondles Maria’s 

face so Maria can smell Ralf’s body. Gustatory imagery can be seen 

when Maria tastes many kinds of food and beverage whether in Brazil 

or Switzerland. Taste imagery is shown when Maria feels her throat is 

burned by the alcohol. 
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3.1.2.4.5 Symbolism 

There are nine symbols used to describe ideas in Eleven Minutes novel. 

First, the word “princess” represents Maria. The use of word 

“princess” indicates that Maria is beautiful and worth to be loved. The 

next symbolism is the use of word “shoes”. It represents Ralf Hart’s 

situation or condition. Pebble is used as a symbol of passion for Maria. 

The play is a symbol of sexual intercourse done by Maria and her 

clients. The theatre curtain is a symbol of the clothes they wear. 

Yellow and red are used as the symbol of command while Maria and 

Terence doing sexual intercourse by practicing sadomasochism. 

Yellow is a code to decrease the violence and red is a code to stop it. 

The word “bird” is a symbol of Ralf Hart. Maria describes Ralf Hart as 

the bird with perfect wings that brings happiness to people. The next 

symbol is building to indicate woman’s genital. The G-spot can be 

found as the same as someone enters a building on the first floor then 

finds back window. 

 

3.1.3 Author’s Reason in Addressing the Issue 

The author of Eleven Minutes, Paulo Coelho, was interested in creating the 

issue about prostitution because of the inspiration that came from Irving 

Wallace’s book entitled The Seven Minutes. The novel was banned 

because of the sexual content inside it. While Paulo assumed that the 

sexual content inside the novel was infrequently mentioned. He was 

curious about what made the book banned. Therefore, Paulo was interested 

in writing the novel about sex.  

Furthermore, Paulo was inspired by the real story of Brazilian 

prostitute. In 1997 Paulo received a manuscript from Brazilian girl named 

Sonia (fictitious name) who worked as a prostitute in Europe. The 

manuscript interested him to meet Sonia in Zurich. This occurrence led 

Paulo to meet other prostitutes besides Sonia. It was motivated him to 

write about sex which was usually considered to be a taboo topic. When 
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Paulo attended the book-signing in Geneva, he was struck by one of the 

prostitutes who emerged to have the copies of Paulo’s books. 

Subsequently, he arranged a meeting with her and his agent which ended 

up in creating the thread of the novel. That was how Paulo created the 

novel based on the real story of a prostitute named Maria (fictitious name) 

by putting the additional elements to make it more attractive (Coelho, 

2003, p. 273-275).  

In accordance with the prostitution phenomenon raised in Eleven Minutes 

novel, Brazilian becomes the big participants in this matter. Paulo Coelho 

as the author of Eleven Minutes is inspired by Brazilian people who 

immigrate to Switzerland in search of treasure. Most of them are women 

who are looking for better job. Schuler & Dias (2014) have found that 

there are at least 60.000 Brazilian emigrants who live there, but only 

around 14.000 Brazilians who emigrate legally. Many of them work as 

dancers in the club. They who work as dancers are required to have an 

artist’s visa so that the government can restrict illegal emigrants. The data 

also shows that 90% of them work as prostitute. This phenomenon 

motivates Coelho to address the issue about prostitution which is then 

arranged in Eleven Minutes novel.  

 

3.2 Discussion 

After examining Paulo Coelho’s Eleven Minutes, the researcher has found six 

pragmatic reasons of the major character in becoming a prostitute. The first 

reason is meeting the need for survival. Becoming prostitute is a way for her 

to maximize happiness and reduce suffering. She will get benefits which are 

very useful for her to continue her life. Getting sexual enjoyment is the second 

reason for Maria. Experiencing sexual activities is the way for her to be 

happy. Hence she is passionate about sex. The third reason is taking the 

existing opportunity. The reality that she has no job to survive makes her try 

her luck as a prostitute in Rue de Berne. This occurrence is agreement with 

reality. The next reason is preparing for better future. She wants to live 
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prosperously without suffering anymore. Her ambition is to make things better 

than before. The other reason is learning problem and solution. Intelligence is 

used by Maria to solve social problems of her clients. The last reason is 

seeking for new experience. Maria is willing to change her life because life is 

not constant. World is always still in the process. 

From the explanation above, it can be seen that Maria’s reasons in 

becoming a prostitute are more pragmatic. The principles of pragmatism 

according to William James and John Dewey which are depicted through 

Maria’s reasons are utilitarianism, empiricism, agreement with reality, 

regenerated world, intelligence as a method, and believing in change and no 

absolute truth.  

Regarding to the author’s reason in addressing the issue, Eleven 

Minutes is actually has a strong connection with Brazilian people. It is a 

reflection from the real phenomenon of Brazilian society. Brazilian women 

who immigrate to Switzerland are mostly work as dancers and prostitutes. 

According to Schuler & Dias (2014) Brazilian women who immigrate to 

Switzerland are mostly work as dancers. But 90% of them also work as 

prostitutes. Many of them are considered to be illegal immigrants.  

This research is close to the previous study conducted by Pareka 

(2008) about the comparison of the main character’s motive becoming 

prostitute in Eleven Minutes novel and Woman at Point Zero novel. The 

research conducted by Pareka (2008) uses individual psychological approach 

and the motive of becoming a prostitute emphasizes on the psychological 

perspective in which the major character influences by five kinds of human 

needs, especially self-actualization need. While this present research uses 

pragmatism theory and the motive emphasizes on the economic perspective in 

which the decision of becoming a prostitute is based on pragmatic reasons 

which are beneficial for her. Therefore, this research complements the 

previous study conducted by Pareka (2008) to make it more comprehensive. 

 

 



 

16 
 

4. CONCLUSION 

After conducting an analysis towards Paulo Coelho’s Eleven Minutes novel in 

the prior chapter, the researcher takes three conclusions based on the problem 

statement. First, there are six indicators of pragmatic reasons in becoming a 

prostitute. Those are meeting the need for survival, getting sexual enjoyment, 

taking the existing opportunity, preparing for better future, learning problem 

and solution, also seeking for new experience. Second, the depiction of the 

issue is described through the character, setting, event, and author’s style. 

Third, the author is interested in raising the issue because of the inspiration 

that comes from Irving Wallace’s book entitled The Seven Minutes and the 

real phenomenon of Brazilian society who immigrates to Switzerland to 

become a dancer and prostitute.  

 

REFERENCES 

Ambarsari, C. (2018). Seeking a meaningful life in Paulo Coelho’s eleven minutes 

(2003): An existentialist perspective. Retrieved from 

http://eprints.ums.ac.id/id/eprint/59756  

Anggraini, A. T. (2011). The influence of Ralf Hart’s character toward Maria’s 

character development as seen in Paulo Coelho’s eleven minutes. 

Retrieved from http://repository.usd.ac.id/id/eprint/26409 

Antono, E. E. (2006). Love and sexual dysfunctions: A psychological study of 

Maria in Paulo Coelho’s eleven minutes. Retrieved from 

https://repository.usd.ac.id/25802/ 

Astuti, I. P. (2014). A struggle for a better life reflected in Paulo Coelho’s eleven 

minutes novel (2003): An individual psychological approach. Retrieved 

from http://eprints.ums.ac.id/id/eprint/28251  

Coelho, P. (2003). Eleven minutes. (Costa, Trans.). New York: HarperCollins 

Publisher.  

Creswell, J. W. (2007). Qualitative inquiry & research design. London: Sage 

Publications. 

http://eprints.ums.ac.id/id/eprint/59756
http://repository.usd.ac.id/id/eprint/26409
https://repository.usd.ac.id/25802/
http://eprints.ums.ac.id/id/eprint/28251


 

17 
 

Jothi, P. A. (2019). Re-exploring the soul of Maria in Paulo Coelho’s eleven 

minutes. Shanlax International Journal of Arts, Science, and Humanities, 

6(1), 82-85. doi: 10.5281/zenodo.2551354 

Lestari, A., & Darma, D. B. (2014). Maria’s self-transcendence in Paulo Coelho’s 

eleven minutes. English Language and Literature Journal, 1(1), 0-216.  

Marleni, N. K. S. B. D. (2010). The contribution of Maria’s characterization and 

past sexual experiences to her female orgasmic disorder as seen in Paulo 

Coelho’s eleven minutes. Retrieved from 

https://repository.usd.ac.id/26584/ 

Miles, M. B., Huberman, M. A. (1994). Qualitative data analysis (2nd ed.). 

California, London, New Delhi: Sage Publication. 

Ningrum, A. R. (2013). Maria’s struggle through boundary situations to be an 

authentic individual in Paulo Coelho’s eleven minutes novel. Retrieved 

from www.jimbastrafib.studentjournal.ub.ac.id/index.../100 

Ningsih, M. A. (2015). Protest against human trafficking in Paulo Coelho’s eleven 

minutes novel (2003): A sociological approach. Retrieved from 

http://eprints.ums.ac.id/id/eprint/34893/   

Nurdin, F. (2014). Kebenaran menurut pragmatisme dan tanggapannya terhadap 

islam. Jurnal Ilmiah Islam Futura, 13(2), 184-200.  

Paolo Coelho. (n.d.). Merdeka. Retrieved from https://www.merdeka.com/paolo-

coelho/profil/ 

Pareka, R. (2008). Motivation of the main character in becoming a prostitute: A 

comparative study of Paulo Coelho’s eleven minutes and Nawal El 

Saadawi’s woman at point zero. Retrieved from 

https://repository.usd.ac.id/6059/2/041214020_Full.pdf 

Pratamy, R. N. (2016). Creative power reflected in Paulo Coelho’s eleven minutes 

novel (2003): An individual psychological approach. Retrieved from 

http://eprints.ums.ac.id/id/eprint/41637  

Puspitajati, G. A. C. (2015). Maria’s stress coping in Paulo Coelho’s eleven 

minutes. Retrieved from 

https://repository.usd.ac.id/72/2/101214064_full.pdf 

https://repository.usd.ac.id/26584/
http://www.jimbastrafib.studentjournal.ub.ac.id/index.../100
http://eprints.ums.ac.id/id/eprint/34893/
https://www.merdeka.com/paolo-coelho/profil/
https://www.merdeka.com/paolo-coelho/profil/
https://repository.usd.ac.id/6059/2/041214020_Full.pdf
http://eprints.ums.ac.id/id/eprint/41637
https://repository.usd.ac.id/72/2/101214064_full.pdf


 

18 
 

Putnam, H., & Putnam, R. A. (2017). Pragmatism as a way of life: The lasting 

legacy of William James and John Dewey, D. Macarthur (Ed.). Harvard 

University Press.  

Schuler, F. M. G., & Dias, C. M. S. B. (2014). Between dreams and reality: 

Migration of Brazilian women to Switzerland. Retrieved from 

http://www.scielo.br/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S0080-

62342014000800024 

Triutami, F. W. (2014). Survival strategy of fraud victim in Paulo Coelho’s eleven 

minutes novel: An individual psychological perspective. Retrieved from 

http://eprints.ums.ac.id/id/eprint/29798  

Ulya, N. (2015). Maria’s moral reasoning in Paulo Coelho’s eleven minutes 

viewed from Lawrence Kohlberg’s theory. Retrieved from 

http://etheses.uin-malang.ac.id/3017/1/11320107.pdf 

Wiedaninggar, C. S. (2008). An analysis of Maria’s struggle for a better life as 

seen in Paulo Coelho’s eleven minutes. Retrieved from 

http://www.library.usd.ac.id/Data%20PDF/F.../021214127.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.scielo.br/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S0080-62342014000800024
http://www.scielo.br/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S0080-62342014000800024
http://eprints.ums.ac.id/id/eprint/29798
http://etheses.uin-malang.ac.id/3017/1/11320107.pdf
http://www.library.usd.ac.id/Data%20PDF/F.../021214127.pdf

