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AN ANALYSIS OF DEIXIS IN “SANDY’S NUTTY NIECES” 

MANUSCRIPT ON SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS MOVIE SEASON 

   

Abstrak 

Penelitian ini membahas tentang analisis deiksis yang ditemukan dalam Sandy’s 

Nutty Nieces Manuscript on Spongebob Squarepants movie season. Tujuan 

peneliti adalah: 1) untuk menemukan jenis-jenis deiksis yang dapat diidentifikasi 

dalam Sandy’s Nutty Nieces Manuscript on Spongebob Squarepants movie 

season, 2) untuk menemukan makna dari setiap kata deiksis yang ditemukan 

dalam Sandy’s Nutty Nieces Manuscript on Spongebob Squarepants movie 

season. Dalam penelitian ini penulis menggunakan penelitian kualitatif deskriptif. 

Data tersebut adalah ujaran yang berisi jenis-jenis deiksis yang ditemukan dalam 

Sandy’s Nutty Nieces Manuscript on Spongebob Squarepants movie season. 

Penulis menggunakan metode observasi dan dokumentasi untuk mengumpulkan 

data. Berdasarkan hasil analisis data, penulis menganalisis 155 ujaran yang 

mengandung deiksis yang ditemukan di Sandy’s Nutty Nieces Manuscript on 

Spongebob Squarepants movie season. Dari analisis tersebut penulis menemukan 

bahwa: 1) ada tiga jenis deiksis yang ditemukan dalam Sandy’s Nutty Nieces 

Manuscript on Spongebob Squarepants movie season, yaitu deiksis person, 

deiksis spatial, dan deixis temporal, hasilnya 79% deiksis person, 16% deiksis 

spatial, 5% deiksis temporal. 2) makna dari setiap kata deiksis yang ditemukan 

dalam Sandy’s Nutty Nieces Manuscript on Spongebob Squarepants movie season 

adalah 79% deiksis person (orang pertama, orang kedua, dan orang ketiga), 16% 

deiksis spatial (menunjukkan tempat), dan 5% deiksis temporal (menunjukkan 

waktu) dari setiap kalimat. 

 

Kata kunci: deiksis, jenis deiksis, fungsi deiksis, pragmatik 

 

Abstract 

This study discusses the deixis analysis found in Sandy’s Nutty Nieces 

Manuscript on Spongebob Squarepants movie season. The researcher's objectives 

are: 1) to find out the types of deixis in Sandy’s Nutty Nieces Manuscript on 

Spongebob Squarepants movie season, 2) to describe the meaning of each deixis 

type found in Sandy’s Nutty Nieces Manuscript on Spongebob Squarepants movie 

season. In this study, the authors used descriptive qualitative research. The data 

are utterances that contain the types of deixis found in Sandy’s Nutty Nieces 

Manuscript on Spongebob Squarepants movie season. The author uses the method 

of observation and documentation to collect data. Based on the results of data 

analysis, the authors analyzed 155 utterances containing deixis found in Sandy’s 

Nutty Nieces Manuscript on Spongebob Squarepants movie season. From this 

analysis the authors found that: 1) there are three types of deixis found in Sandy's 

Nutty Nieces Manuscript on Spongebob Squarepants movie season, namely 

person deixis, spatial deixis, and temporal deixis, the result is 79% deixis person, 

16% deixis spatial, 5% temporal deixis. 2) the meaning of each deixis type found 

in Sandy’s Nutty Nieces Manuscript on Spongebob Squarepants movie season, 

there are 79% deixis person (first person, second person, and third person), 16% 
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deixis spatial (show the place), 5% temporal deixis (show the time) of each 

utterance in the manuscript. 

 

Keywords: deixis, types of deixis, referent of deixis,  pragmatics  

  

1. INTRODUCTION 

Human are social creatures, who need each other in their lives. Therefore human 

need communication, language is considered as one of the most important things 

needed in communication. A person can describe some basic characteristics of 

human language, can express their ideas and opinions to others. Human can also 

get a lot of information from various communication media such as books, 

internet, television and others using language. 

Deixis as one of the pragmatics studies in which the meaning of the 

language must be adapted to the context. The use of language that is irregular and 

ineffective will cause confusion and can lead to different perceptions of language 

recipients. To understand and determine whether an utterance is deixis or not 

necessarily requires a thorough understanding. One important aspect in analyzing 

language usage is the intent of the speaker. The intention of the speaker is largely 

determined by the context, time, place, speaker, participant, and situation. 

The study of deixis is a way to find out the relationship between language 

and context in the structure of language itself. To be able to know the meaning of 

word, it must also be known who, where and when the word is spoken. Thus, 

deixis is an identification of meaning contained in language and can be known if it 

is already in the context of the speaker’s event or situation. So, the center of 

orientation is the speaker. The choice of deixis in this research was considered 

interesting by the researcher because the researcher wanted to learn more deeply 

about the meaning contained in a sentence.  

Research on deixis or movie kid has been widely raised by researchers 

previously as an interesting research material for further research. For example, 

Hasanah (2006) analyzed about the used of deixis in Gladiator Movie Manuscript, 

Novitayanti (2013) discussed aboutdeixis in the President Barack Obama’s 

Speech in Universitas Indonesia, Mokodompit (2013) entitled Deixis in Short 
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Story “The Little Mermaid” By Hans Christian Andersen, and several other 

researchers.  

Movie is considered as a powerful communication medium for the masses 

who are targeted, because of its audio-visual nature, namely pictures and sounds. 

With pictures and sounds, movie can tell a lot in short time. When watching a 

movie, the audience seems to be able to penetrate the space and time that can tell 

the life and can even influence the audience. 

In this study, the researcher only focused on types of deixis and the 

referrent of deixis because the researcher wants to know the variations of deixis 

types in the Sandy’s Nutty Nieces on Spongebob Squarepants movie season. 

Deixis are important for speaking when we know the variations of deixis. The 

researcher takes the data of this research from Sandy’s Nutty Nieces manuscript 

on Spongebob Squarepants movie season.  

 

2. METHOD 

Descriptive qualitative method was applied in this research since words or written 

language become the data of the research. Descriptive qualitative method is 

appropriate for this research as Sugiyono (2007) stated that descriptive problems 

formulation guided the writer in exploring and capturing the social situation to be 

studied thoroughly, widely, and intensively. The researcher takes the data from 

Sandy’s Nutty Nieces on Spongebob Squarepants movie season and using three 

deixis types according to Yule’s theory. They are person deixis, partial deixis, and 

temporal deixis. 

The data of this research was derived from the sentence in conversation 

form that consist of three types of deixis based on Yule’s theory. The data of this 

research are from Sandy’s Nutty Nieces manuscript on Spongebob Squarepants 

movie season. 

Then, the data were analyzed based on Yule’s theory. The researcher 

focused on three types of deixis because the researcher wants to know the 

variations of deixis in the Sandy’s Nutty Nieces on Spongebob Squarepants movie 

season. The researcher used credibility to veryfying the data. 
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3. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

This research has two question, (1) types of deixis found in “Sandy’s Nutty 

Nieces” on Spongebob Squarepants movie season. (2) the referent of deixis found 

in “Sandy’s Nutty Nieces” on Spongebob Squarepants movie season. 

3.1 Findings 

3.1.1 The types of deixis is showed on the pie-chart bellow 

 

 

Figure 1. Type of deixis 

There are three main kinds of deixis, they are person deixis, spatial deixis, and 

temporal deixis. In person deixis, it’s divided into three parts: first, second, and 

third person deixis.  

Person deixis is a word referred to the person being uttered. There are 

three main kinds of this type, such as first, second, and third person. First person 

deixis is refers to the speaker’s himself. Subject “I” is the singular pronoun while 

“we” is the plural. “Me” and “us” are included here as the object. The words “my” 

and “our” are without exception too. The utterance “Yeah, angels. Okay, well, I 

gotta skedaddle” is one of the examples of first person deixis. However, the 

researcher presented the data only one case among the variants occurs. Those 

were the data that consists of first person deixis. 

Person Deixis 
79% 

Spatial Deixis 
16% 

Temporal 
Deixis 

5% 
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Second person deixis is the encoding of the speaker’s reference to one or 

more addresses. In second person deixis, included words are: “you” and “your”. 

The utterance “Ha! You’re your own worst enemy” is one of the examples of 

second person deixis. However, the researcher presented the data only one case 

among the variants occurs. Those were the data that consists of second person 

deixis. 

Third person deixis is the word that referred to person that are neither 

speaker nor addressee in utterance, or in other word, third person deixis is deictic 

is a word that referred to a referent which is not identified as the speaker or 

addressee. In third person deixis, included the words as subjects like “he, she, it” 

and called singular personal pronoun, while “they” as the plural personal pronoun. 

And as the object like: “him, her, it, and them”. The utterance “Before he ruins 

our whole dern day!” is one of the examples of third person deixis. However, the 

researcher presented the data only one case among the variants occurs. Those 

were the data that consists of third person deixis. 

Spatial deixis is a word that referred to the speaker location of utterance. In 

English, there are two terms in deictic of place, proximal and distal. Proximal 

terms mean that near the speaker such as here and this. In distal terms means away 

from the speaker such as there and that. The utterance “Thanks, Spongebob,but 

there’s something I gotta tell you about babysitting my___” is one of the 

examples of third person deixis However, the researcher presented the data only 

one case among the variants occurs. Those were the data that consists of spatial 

deixis. 

Temporal deixis is a word that referred to the time of the speaker’s 

utterances. The forms of temporal deixis like now, then, yesterday, tomorrow, 

today, tonight, next weeks, last weeks, and this week. The utterance “I’ve been 

waiting all day to watch your TV!” is one of the examples of temporal deixis 

However, the researcher presented the data only one case among the variants 

occurs. Those were the data that consists of temporal deixis. 
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3.1.2 The Meaning of Deixis Types Showed on Table Bellow 

There are three main kinds of deixis, they are a person, time, and place deixis. In 

person deixis, it's divided into three parts: first, second, and third person deixis. 

Each type of deixis has the meaning that can be found in Sandy’s Nutty Nieces on 

Spongebob Squarepants Movie Season. The meaning, such as possessiveness, 

subject, and object. 

Table 1. The Meaning of Deixis Types Showed on Table Bellow 

No. Deixis Types Deixis 

Word 

Referent 

1. Person 

Deixis 

 

First 

Person 

Deixis 

I Referred to the speaker self. 

Me Referred to the speaker self. 

My Referred to the speaker’s mine or 

can interpreted as belonging to the 

speaker. 

We Referred to the speaker and the 

listener or addressee. 

Us Referredd to the speaker and the 

listener or addressee. 

Our Referred to the speaker’s mine or 

can interpreted as belonging to the 

speaker and addressee. 

Second 

Person 

Deixis 

You Referred to the listener or 

addressee in the utterance. 

Your Referred to the object of the 

addressed in the utterance. 

Third 

Person 

Deixis 

He Referred to the subject of the plural 

pronoun. 

His Referrent of word “his” is subject 

of the plural pronoun. 

They Referrent of word “They” is 

subject of the plural personal 

pronoun. 

Them Referrentof word “them” is subject 

of the plural personal pronoun. 

Their Referrent of word “their” is subject 

of the plural personal pronoun. 

It Referrent of word “It” is subject of 

the plural personal pronoun. 

2. Spatial Deixis Here Referred to the location in near or 

close to the speaker. 

There Referred to the location is a way 

from the speaker. 
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This Referred to the place is near or 

close to the speaker. 

That Referred to the place is a way from 

the speaker. 

3. Temporal Deixis Now Referrent of word “now” is to 

explain the time of the utterance of 

the speaker. 

Early Referrent of word “early” is to 

explain a day before the set day. 

Tomorrow Referrent of word “tomorrow” is to 

explain the activity a day after the 

conversation. 

All day Referrent of word “all day” is to 

explain the all activity in this day. 

Person deixis is a word referred to the person in utterance. There are three 

types of person deixis, first person deixis, second person deixis, and third person 

deixis.  Second person deixis is the word that referred to the person who received 

the message from the speaker or to describe another person or as opposed to 

talking.. The meaning of the second person deixis in Sandy’s Nutty Nieces on 

Spongebob Squarepants Movie Season. Third person deixis is the word that 

referred to person that are neither speaker nor addressee in utterance, or in other 

word, third person deixis is a word that means to which is not identified as the 

speaker or addressee, or to describe another person. 

Spatial deixis is a word that referred to the speaker location of the room or 

place used at the location of the speaker participants in the utterance. Temporal 

deixis is a word that referred to indicate the point or a time interval viewed from 

the moment of an utterance occurs or when the speaker said.  

3.2 Discussion 

The objectives of this research are to find out the deixis types in Sandy’s Nutty 

Nieces Manuscript on Spongebob Squarepants movie season and to find out the 

referent of deixis refer to Sandy’s Nutty Nieces Manuscript on Spongebob 

Squarepants movie season. According to the research finding the researcher found 

the data of the research presented that consist of three types of deixis: person 

deixis, spatial deixis and temporal deixis.  
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The first one is person deixis. The person deixis refers to speaker self or to 

the pointing or referring person or something. Person deixis used is devided into 

three, namely first person deixis (I, me, or my), second person deixis (you or 

your) and third person deixis (he, she, or it). First person deixis referred to person 

who is speaking about their self or as a speaker. Second person deixis referred to 

describe another person or as opposed to talking. Third person deixis referred to 

describe another person or as discussed. Person deixis in this research are (I, Me, 

My, We, Us, Our, You, Your, He, His, They, Them, Their, It). For example of 

analysis first person, “Yeah, I think I know a little something about babysitting, 

Sandy”, word “I” in this speech refers to Spongebob. Because at that utterance 

Spongebob just talking with Sandy. Analysis second person, “Patrick, youcould 

have watched it while I was out”, word “you” in this utterance refers to Patrick. 

Analysis third person, “He’ll be away...”, word “he” in the utterance is said by 

Macadamia and pointed to Patrick.  

The second one is spatial deixis. Spatial Deixis is refers to find out the 

location of the room or place used at the location of the speaker participants in the 

conversation, which includes: (a) which is near to the speaker (here and this), (b) 

away from the speaker but close to the listener (there and that), (c) which is far 

from the speaker the listener. For examples of spatial deixis that found in the 

speech of the Sandy’s Nutty Nieces on Spongebob Squarepants movie season is as 

follows : He wanted to explain to Patrick about how to make the television is turn 

on, and Spongebob push on the button and show to Patrick how to make the 

television turn on. Spongebob : “Boop. There you go.”, word “there” in the 

utterance is pointed to the locationspot where the button of the television.  

The last one is temporal deixis. Temporal deixis referred to indicate the 

point or time interval viewed from the moment of an utterance occurs or when the 

speaker said, for example is now, early, tomorrow, or all day. For example of 

temporal deixis that found in the utterance in Sandy Nutty Nieces is as follows: In 

the morning Spongebob become Sandy’s assistant to her project, and Sandy’s 

sister come from Texas to her home with three nieces a day early. Sandy : “Oh! I 

didn’t expect you all till tomorrow.”, word “tomorrow” in the utterance refers to 
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the time when Sandy talk to Rosy Cheeks and three nieces when they come at 

Sandy’s home at that time. 

Research on deixis or movie kid has been widely raised by researchers 

previously as an interesting research material for further research. According to 

the research that it was, this reseach has the same kind of results even it uses 

different theories. In this research also found the types of deixis, but there aren’t 

too many deixis words that spoken by the characters in the Sandy’s Nutty Nieces 

Manuscript on Spongebob Squarepants movie season.  

The result of the research are similar to the research conducted by 

Noviyanti (2013), Fauziah (2015), Mokodompit (2013), and several other 

researchers in terms of: types of deixis, name of deixis, and in terms of frequency 

it is very different. In this research found 121 times of person deixis, 39 times of 

spatial deixis, and 6 times of temporal deixis. While in the research conducted by 

Fauziah (2015) found 385 times for person deixis, 52 times for spatial deixis, and 

64 times for temporal deixis. In this research also not found discourse and social 

deixis. 

 

4. CONCLUSION 

Based on the result of the data, the researcher found 155 deixis types in Sandy’s 

Nutty Nieces Manuscript on Spongebob Squarepants movie season. The result of 

the study conclud that the types of deixis used in Sandy’s Nutty Nieces 

Manuscript on Spongebob Squarepants movie season are Person deixis: first 

person deixis (I, Me, My, We, Us, Our), second person deixis (You, Your), third 

person deixis (He, His, They, Them, Their, It). Spatial deixis: (Here, There, This, 

That), and Temporal deixis: (Now, Early, Tomorrow, all Day). The person deixis 

is the one which appears more often than any other, means it was used by 123 

times. The detail of person deixis used are for first person deixis used 62 times, 

second person deixis used 39 times and third person deixis used 22 times. The 

next is spatial deixis usage 25 times. The last one is temporal deixis usage 7 times. 

The referent of three kinds deictic expression found in Sandy’s Nutty 

Nieces Manuscript on Spongebob Squarepants Movie Season were: First is Person 
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deixis, person deixis refers to the pointing or referring person or something. The 

second is Spatial deixis, the referent of spatial deixis is to pointing the  location of 

the room or place used at the location of the speaker participants in the utterance. 

The last one is Temporal deixis, temporal deixis is refers to pointing the time 

interval viewed from the moment of an utterance. 
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