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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Language has an important role in communication; people need to 

communicate to each other. English as foreign language has been established 

as important in the world. As an international language, English is very 

important to make one become successful in mastering science and 

technology; that’s why we still need foreign language. 

Even though Indonesian students have been learning English for several 

years, they still couldn’t express their thought in English correctly because 

there must be some reasons which bring failure of them in mastering English, 

especially in pronouncing English vowels. The failure originated from 

difficulties in learning foreign language is caused by the differences between 

the students’ mother tongue and English target language. 

The differences above make the students produce so many errors in 

pronouncing English vowels. They do not know what the native speaker said 

and they rarely look for the correct vowels in pronunciation, so the students 

get difficulties in pronouncing the words correctly. The students may face 

some difficulties in the pronunciation when they find new sounds in the target 

language. A lot of errors are made by the students especially in pronouncing 

English vowels, and that problem needs to be solved. For example when the 

students find the words they did not produce in their mother tongue such as: 

[ei], [ai], [au], [uə], [eə], [iə], [כ:], [u:], [כə], [u:], [כi] in their mother tongue. 

Ramely (1996: p.25) who has conducted a research on pronunciation found 

that the student errors in pronouncing English vowels are caused by their 

mother language. The difficulty might be caused by the fact that in Indonesian 

language has only five vowels and three diphthongs, while English has twelve 

vowels and nine diphthongs (Syafei, 1988: p.40). From the arguments above, 

the writer concludes that the difficulties in pronouncing the English vowels 

and diphthongs are that the students are rarely to hear and pronounce the 
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sound and also there are some differences between English vowels and 

Indonesian vowels. 

Based on the previous description, the writer conducts the research 

under the title “THE STUDENTS’ DIFFICULTIES IN PRONOUNCING 

THE ENGLISH VOWELS AT THE SEVENTH GRADE OF SMPN 2 

SIMO IN 2017/2018 ACADEMIC YEAR” 

 

B. Scope of the Study 

This study has limitations in its discussion. The writer focused on the 

students’ difficulties in pronouncing the English vowels at the seventh grade 

of SMPN 2 SIMO. 

 

C. Problem Statement 

The problems discussed in this study are, as follows: 

1. Which English vowel sounds are found to be difficult to pronounce by the 

students at the seventh grade of SMPN 2 SIMO? 

2. Which English diphthong sounds are found to be difficult to pronounce by 

the students at the seventh grade of SMPN 2 SIMO? 

3. What factors cause difficulties in pronouncing English vowels and 

diphthongs by students at the seventh grade of SMPN 2 SIMO? 

 

D. Objective of the Study 

There are two objectives in this study:  

1. To describe the vowel sounds which are difficult to pronounce  

2. To describe the diphthong sounds which are difficult to pronounce  

3. To identify the factor that make the students difficult in pronouncing the 

English vowels and diphthongs 
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E. Significance of the Study 

1. Theoretical Significance 

Theoretically, this study will provide our understanding and 

knowledge about the students’ difficulties in pronouncing the English 

vowel. 

2. Practical Significance 

a. For the teacher 

To help them to find out the students’ difficulties in pronouncing 

English vowels in order that they will teach their students well. The 

teacher will understand the students’ difficulties in pronouncing the 

English vowels and diphthongs and the factors that make the students 

at the seventh grade of SMPN 2 SIMO are difficult to pronounce it. 

b. For the students 

They are able to know their weakness in pronouncing English vowels 

and they will learn to pronounce English vowels correctly. So they 

have opportunity to improve their ability in pronouncing the English 

vowels. 

c. For the writer 

The writer will understand the students’ difficulties in pronouncing 

English vowel and this study will be benefit for next research. 

 

F. Research Paper Organization 

There are five chapters in this study paper. Chapter I consists of 

background of the study, scope of the study, problem statement, objective of 

the study, significance of the study, research paper organization. Chapter II 

consists of previous study, definition of difficulties, factor create difficulties, 

pronunciation, English pronunciation, vowel, English vowel, English 

diphthongs, Javanese vowels and Javanese diphthongs. Chapter III consists of 

research type, setting, subject of the research, object of the research, data and 

source of data, method of collecting data, technique for analyzing data, and 
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trustworthiness. Chapter IV consists of finding and discussion. And the last, 

chapter V consists of conclusion and suggestion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


