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MAN, AS INDIVIDUAL AND IN SOCIETY ACCORDING TO AHMAD 

SONHADJI IN TAFSIR ‘ABR AL-ATHĪR 

Abstrak 

Allah telah menciptakan banyak hal, langit, dan bumi, para malaikat dan jin, 

termasuk manusia, yang merupakan ciptaan Allah yang penting. Manusia adalah 

ciptaan unik Allah. Ketika masing-masing Malaikat dan Jin cenderung hanya baik 

dan jahat, Manusia cenderung untuk kedua-duanya. Allah menciptakan manusia 

dengan tujuan mendirikan khalifah di bumi. Allah menjadikan manusia sebagai 

wakilnya dalam menciptakan perintah di bumi. Manusia disebutkan dalam Al 

Qur'an dalam beberapa istilah, yaitu al-Basyar, al-'Abd, al-Nas atau al-Ins atau al-

Insan, Khalifah, dan Bani Adam. Manusia hidup di bumi ini, tidak hanya sebagai 

individu tetapi juga dalam masyarakat. Sebagai seorang individu, Alquran 

menyatakan bahwa ia memiliki kelemahan. Dalam masyarakat, manusia tidak 

hanya berinteraksi dengan orang lain, tetapi ia juga harus memperkuat ikatan di 

antara mereka. Al-Qur'an bertujuan untuk memperkuat hubungan dalam unit 

keluarga dasar serta komunitas Muslim yang lebih luas. Penelitian ini berfokus 

pada memahami kelemahan manusia sebagai individu dan penawarnya, dan 

hubungannya antara satu sama lain dalam masyarakat berdasarkan Tafseer Ahmad 

Sonhadji ‘Abr al-Athir. Penulis menggunakan perpustakaan penelitian dalam 

penelitian ini dan pendekatan interpretatif-analitis. Penulis mengidentifikasi ayat-

ayat yang terkait dengan kelemahan manusia (Surah al-Ma'arij (70): 19-21; Surah 

al-Hashr (59): 9, Surah al-Taghabun (64): 16; Surah al- Isra '(17): 100; Surah Hud 

(11): 9-10) dan penawarnya (Surah al-Tur (52): 27; Surah Ghafir (40): 9), dan 

hubungan dalam masyarakat. Hubungan dalam masyarakat dimulai dari kesetiaan 

anak (Surah al-Baqarah (2): 83, Surah al-Nisa '(4): 36, Surah al-An'am (6): 151; 

Surah al-Isra' (17) : 23-24) dan itu mengarah kepada persaudaraan dalam Islam 

(Surah al-Hujurat (49): 10; Saff (61): 4; Surah al-Hashr (59): 9). Kemudian 

penulis menganalisisnya berdasarkan interpretasi Sonhadji. Sonhadji menjelaskan 

bahwa kelemahan manusia - cemas, tidak sabar dan pelit, adalah karena cinta 

manusia terhadap asetnya tetapi beberapa dibebaskan dari mereka. Penawar untuk 

ini adalah Taqwa. Sonhadji menjelaskan bahwa Taqwa adalah perlindungan 

terhadap sesuatu yang buruk, dan mereka yang memiliki Taqwa, akan menerima 

berkah Allah. Dalam aspek sosial, Sonhadji menjelaskan bahwa itu dimulai dari 

kesetiaan anak yang berarti berbuat baik kepada orang tua. Dia juga mendaftar 

orang-orang yang pantas mendapatkan kebaikan. Mereka adalah keluarga dan 

kerabat, anak yatim, orang miskin dan membutuhkan, tetangga, pasangan dan 

teman, tamu atau pelancong, dan budak. Sonhadji menggambarkan bahwa ikatan 

antara saudara-saudara dari agama yang sama lebih kuat daripada ikatan saudara 

kandung. Jika terjadi perselisihan atau perselisihan, mereka harus berdamai. 
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Abstract 

 

Allah created many things, the heavens, and the earth, the Angels and the Jinns, 

including Man, which is Allah's significant creation. Man is Allah's unique 

creation. When the Angels and the Jinns are inclined to good and evil only, 

respectively, Man is inclined to both. Allah created Man intending to establish a 

vicegerent on the earth. Allah made Man his representative in creating order on 

the earth. Man is mentioned in the Qur'an in several terms, which are al-Basyar, 

al-'Abd, al-Nas or al-Ins or al-Insan, Khalifah, and Bani Adam. Man lives on this 

earth, not just as an individual but also in society. As an individual, the Qur'an 

stated that he has weaknesses. In the society, Man not only interact with other 

people, but he must also strengthen the bonds between them. The Qur'an aims in 

strengthening relationships in the basic family unit as well as the wider Muslim 

community. This research focuses on the understand the weaknesses of Man as an 

individual and its remedy, and his relationship amongst one another in society 

based on Ahmad Sonhadji’s Tafseer ‘Abr al-Athir. The author uses library 

research in this study and the interpretative-analytical approach. The author 

identifies the verses that are related to the Man’s weaknesses (QS. al-Ma'arij (70): 

19-21; QS. al-Hashr (59): 9, QS. al-Taghabun (64): 16; QS. al- Isra' (17): 100; 

QS. Hud (11): 9-10) and is remedy (QS. al-Tur (52): 27; QS. Ghafir (40): 9), and 

the relationship in the society. The relationship in society starts from filial loyalty 

(QS. al-Baqarah (2): 83, QS. al-Nisa’ (4): 36, QS al-An’am (6): 151; QS. al-Isra’ 

(17): 23-24) and it leads to brotherhood in Islam (QS. al-Hujurat (49): 10; QS. 

Saff (61): 4; QS. al-Hashr (59): 9). Then the author analyze them based on 

Sonhadji’s interpretation. Sonhadji explained that Man’s weaknesses - anxious, 

impatient and stingy, are due to Man’s love to his assets but some are exempted 

from them. The cure for these is Taqwa. Sonhadji explained that Taqwa is 

protection against something bad, and those with Taqwa, will receive Allah’s 

blessings. In the social aspect, Sonhadji explained that it starts from filial loyalty 

which means doing good to parents. He also listed the people that deserve good. 

They are family and relatives, orphans, the poor and needy, neighbors, spouses 

and friends, guests or travellers, and slaves. Sonhadji described that the bond 

between brothers of the same religion are stronger than that of siblings. If 

disagreements or disputes happen, they should reconcile.  

 

Keywords: Man, Individual, and Society 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

The Qur'an is a Holy Book containing the words of Allah1, revealed to Prophet 

Muhammad Peace Be Upon Him (PBUH) through the Angel Gabriel. The Qur'an 

serves as guidance for humankind2 to live a rewarding life in this life and the 

hereafter.3 It is suitable for all generations. It is a source of strength, courage, and 

inspiration for all ages of Muslims. 

The Qur'an is guarded against any alterations, and no man can forge a part 

of it, let alone a book similar to it.4 The Holy Book is a complete book containing 

wide varieties of knowledge and teachings.5 Different topics are discussed in the 

Qur'an, and one of the major themes is on Man. 

Allah created many things, the heavens, and the earth, the Angels and the 

Jinns, including Man, which is Allah's significant creation. Man is Allah's unique 

creation. When the Angels and the Jinns are inclined to good and evil only, 

respectively, Man is inclined to both.  

Allah created Man intending to establish a vicegerent on the earth.6 Allah 

made Man his representative in creating order on the earth. Man is mentioned in 

the Qur'an in several terms, which are al-Basyar, al-'Abd, al-Nas or al-Ins or al-

Insan, Khalifah, and Bani Adam. 

Man lives on this earth, not just as an individual but also in society. As an 

individual, the Qur'an stated that he has weaknesses, and his fundamental flaws 

are "pettiness" and "narrowness of mind."7 These two flaws are where the 

significant evils spring.8 But Man has his remedy in facing his imperfections, 

 
1 Muhammad Amin Suma, Ulumul Quran, (Jakarta: Raja Grafindo 

Persada, 2013), p. 23 
2 Departemen Agama RI, al-Quran dan Tafsirnya, (Jakarta: Lentera 

Abadi, 2010), p. xxxi 
3 Harifuddin Cawidu, Konsep Kufr dalam Al-Qur’an, Suatu Kajian 

Teologis dengan Pendekatan Tafsir Tematik, (Jakarta: Bulan Bintang, 1991), p. 3 
4 QS. al-Baqarah (2): 23 
5 QS. al-Kahfi (18): 29 dan QS. Luqman (31): 27 
6 QS. al-Baqarah (2): 30 
7 Fazlur Rahman, Major Themes of the Qur’ān (Chicago: University of 

Chicago, 2009), p. 17 
8 Ibid. 
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which is taqwa. Taqwa helps Man in protecting himself against the evil 

consequences of his conducts.9 

The Qur'an mentioned several duties or responsibilities of Man in society. 

Being in a society, Man not only interact with other people, but he must also 

strengthen the bonds between them. The Qur'an aims in strengthening 

relationships in the basic family unit as well as the wider Muslim community.10 

Family bonding includes filial loyalty.11 The Qur'an also declared that all Muslims 

are brothers and give priorities to needy Muslims over themselves.12 

This thesis will discuss the interpretation of Ahmad Sonhadji in his book 

Tafseer 'Abr al-Athir on Man as an individual and Man in society. The author 

chose Ahmad Sonhadji in this research because he was a scholar that used to 

study and teach in different countries such as Singapore, Indonesia, and Brunei. 

He was also a businessman and was fluent in a few languages such as Malay, 

Arabic, and English, which help him in monitoring foreign radio broadcasts and 

making reports for the Japanese. His interpretation was also the only complete 

interpretation of the Holy Book in Singapore. 

Observing the above background, it is interesting to discuss on Man's 

weaknesses and the bond between Muslims in the Qur'an in the interpretation in 

Tafseer 'Abr al-Athir. The concept of Man is yet to be studied from the viewpoint 

of Ahmad Sonhadji in his interpretation and this research helps to understand 

deeper it focusing on Man's weaknesses and its remedy, and the bonds between 

the Muslim community. 

2. METHOD OF RESEARCH 

This study is library research, where it focuses on literature discussions. This type 

of research includes collecting library data, reading, recording, and processing the 

data through literary works and books.13 This research is conducted by studying 

 
9 Ibid., p. 20 
10 Ibid., p. 28 
11 Ibid. 
12 Ibid. 

13 Mesri Zed, Metode Penelitian Kepustakaan, (Jakarta: Yayasan Obor Indonesia, 

2004), p.3 
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the Tafseer 'Abr al-Athir by Ahmad Sonhadji, and other works of literature related 

to Man. 

This research uses an interpretive approach, which is by understanding the 

thoughts of a scholar that is portrayed in his works of literature.14 The object of 

this research is the verses related to Man as an individual and in society, 

according to Tafseer 'Abr al-Athir by Ahmad Sonhadji. The verses about Man as 

an individual will be focusing on Man's weaknesses and its remedy. As for Man in 

society, it will focus on the bond strengthening between brothers. 

This study uses the descriptive-analytical method in analyzing the data 

collected. This method is to describe or to portray the situation of the research 

subject based on the information as it is by interpreting the facts of the current 

status of a state and analyze them in detail.15 Whereby in this research, the author 

is going to describe and analyze the thoughts and interpretation of Ahmad 

Sonhadji in Tafseer 'Abr al-Athir. 

The assembling of data is the method used in collecting the necessary 

information for the research. The gathering of data for this research is by applying 

the documentary method to explore various texts related to the object of this 

research. The process is as follows: 

1. Identifying the verses associated with Man’s weaknesses as an 

individual and Man’s relationship in society. 

2. Study the exegesis of the verses by Ahmad Sonhadji in 'Abr al-

Athir. 

3. Review the Tafseer on the verses related to the topic. 

3. RESULTS AND EXPLANATION 

3.1 Verses Related to Man’s weaknesses and Its Remedy 

a. QS. al-Ma'arij (70): 19-21 (Man's panicky behavior)16 

ُ َمُنوًعا  ْيإ ُه اْلَإ رُّ َجُزوًعا َوِإَذا َمسَّ ُه الشَّ نَساَن ُخِلَق َهُلوًعا ِإَذا َمسَّ  ِإنَّ اْلإِ
 

14 Kaelan, Metode Penelitian Agama Kualitatif, (Yogyakarta: 

Paradigma, 2010), p. 169-173 
15 Supiana, Metodologi Studi Islam, (Bandung: Remaja Rosdakarya, 

2017), p. 99 
16 Ibid. 
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“Indeed, mankind was created anxious: When evil touches 

him, impatient, and when good reaches him, withholding 

[of it].”17 

b. QS. al-Hashr (59): 9, QS. al-Taghabun (64): 16 (Man's 

selfishness)18 

ِسِه فَأُولََِٰئكَ  ِلُحونَ  َوَمن يُوَق ُشحَّ نَ فإ  ُهُم الإُمفإ

“And whoever is protected from the stinginess of his soul - 

it is those who will be successful.”19 

c. QS. al- Isra' (17): 100 (Man’s stinginess)20 

َيَة اْلإِ  ُتمإ َخشإ َسكإ َمإ َِة َرِبِي ِإًذا َّلَّ نَساُن  ُقل لَّوإ أَنُتمإ ََتإِلُكوَن َخزَاِئَن َرْحإ نَفاِق ۚ وََكاَن اْلإِ

  قَ ُتورًا

“Say [to them], "If you possessed the depositories of the 

mercy of my Lord, then you would withhold out of fear of 

spending." And ever has man been stingy.”21 

d. QS. Hud (11): 9-10 (Man’s despair, ungratefulness and 

forgetfulness of God)22 

َناُه نَ عإمَ  َناَها ِمنإُه ِإنَُّه لَيَ ُئوٌس َكُفوٌر َولَِئنإ أََذق إ ًَة ُُثَّ نَ َزعإ نَساَن ِمنَّا َرْحإ َنا اْلإِ اَء  َولَِئنإ أََذق إ

يِيَئاُت َعِنِي ۚ إِنَُّه َلَفرٌِح َفُخورٌ  تإُه لَيَ ُقوَلنَّ َذَهَب السَّ  بَ عإَد َضرَّاَء َمسَّ

“And if We give man a taste of mercy from Us, and then 

We withdraw it from him. Indeed, he is despairing and 

ungrateful. But if We give him a feeling of favor after 

hardship has touched him, he will surely say, "Bad times 

have left me." Indeed, he is exultant and boastful.”23 

 
17 https://quran.com/70/19-21, accessed on 23 September 2019 
18 Fazlur Rahman, Major Themes of the Qur’ān (Chicago: University 

of Chicago, 2009), p. 17 
19 https://quran.com/59/9, accessed on 23 September 2019 
20 Fazlur Rahman, Major Themes of the Qur’ān (Chicago: University 

of Chicago, 2009), p. 18 
21 https://quran.com/17/100, accessed on 23 September 2019 
22 Fazlur Rahman, Major Themes of the Qur’ān (Chicago: University 

of Chicago, 2009), p. 18 
23 https://quran.com/11/9-10, accessed on 23 September 2019 

https://quran.com/70/19-21
https://quran.com/59/9
https://quran.com/17/100
https://quran.com/11/9-10
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e. QS. al-Tur (52): 27 (Taqwa – solution to Man’s 

weaknesses)24 

ُمومِ  َنا َوَوقَاََن َعَذاَب السَّ ُ َعَلي إ  َفَمنَّ اَّللَّ

“So Allah conferred a favor upon us and protected us from 

the punishment of the Scorching Fire.”25 

f. QS. Ghafir (40): 9 (Taqwa – solution to Man’s 

weaknesses)26 

ِلَك ُهَو الإَفوإُز الإَعِظيمُ  َمِئٍذ فَ َقدإ َرِْحإَتُه ۚ َوذََٰ يِيَئاِت يَ وإ يِيَئاِت ۚ َوَمن َتِق السَّ  َوِقِهُم السَّ

“And protect them from the evil consequences [of their 

deeds]. And he whom You protect from harmful 

consequences that Day - You will have given him mercy. 

And that is the high attainment."”27 

3.2 Ahmad Sonhadji’s Interpretation on Man as an Individual 

a. Man’s weaknesses 

According to Sonhadji, in QS al-Ma’arij (70): 19-21, which shows 

Man’s hastiness, Allah mentioned in the Qur'an that Man is created to be anxious, 

always complaining, impatient, and ungrateful for the blessings from Allah.28 

Sonhadji explained the term Man in Arabic which is insan (إنسان).29 He 

described that it came from the word  which means “liking” because ,(uns) أُنس 

Man likes himself and takes care of his beauty.30 Insan also comes from the term 

 which means “forgetfulness” because he forgets his God and ,(al-nisyan) النسيان

religion a lot of times.31 Allah describes Man as anxious, impatient, and stingy 

 
24 Fazlur Rahman, Major Themes of the Qur’ān (Chicago: University 

of Chicago, 2009), p. 20 
25 https://quran.com/52/27, accessed on 23 September 2019 
26 Fazlur Rahman, Major Themes of the Qur’ān (Chicago: University 

of Chicago, 2009), p. 20 
27 https://quran.com/40/9, accessed on 23 September 2019 
28 Ahmad Sonhadji, ‘Abr al-Athir Tafsir Al-Quran (Tafsir Al-Quran di 

Radio), Juz 29 (Selangor, 2017), p. 76 
29 Ibid. 
30 Ibid. 
31 Ibid. 

https://quran.com/52/27
https://quran.com/40/9
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because he loves his assets or wealth.32 But Man was not created nor born with 

this nature. Some are even exempted from them.33 

Generally, according to Sonhadji, when Man is overwhelmed by 

hardship, such as poverty, illness, or fear, he tends to feel anxious, despair, and 

disappointment. But when he receives good things such as wealth and health, he is 

inclined to be stingy. This shows that when he is in difficulty, he becomes 

impatient, and when he is free from it, he becomes selfish.34 

Sonhadji quoted from Ibn Kisan: Allah made a man likes what pleases 

him and avoid what displeases him. His job is to spend on what he wants and held 

back from things that he dislikes.35 

Other than his hastiness, Man is also selfish, as stated in QS al-Hashr 

(59): 9 and QS al-Taghabun (64): 16.36 According to Sonhadji, greed is a natural 

behavior of Man, and it is the cause of selfishness.37 Those who are protected 

against self-interest are successful. 

Sonhadji quoted Ibnu Umar's sayings that selfishness is not holding 

one's wealth, but greediness of his eyes, looking at properties that are not his.38 In 

a hadith, Rasulullah SAW said, 

 أهلك من كان قبلكم، ْحلهم على أن سفكوا دماءهم واستحلوا حمارمهم اتقوا الشح فإن الشح 

“Beware of stinginess because it doomed those who were before you. It incited 

them to shed blood and treat the unlawful as lawful.” [Narrated by Muslim]39 

Another flaw of Man is stinginess or greed. QS al-Isra’ (17): 100 

stated that Man withhold his wealth once he acquires it. About this verse, 

 
32 Ibid., p. 77 
33 Ibid. 
34 Ibid. 
35 Ibid. 
36 Fazlur Rahman, Major Themes of the Qur’ān (Chicago: University 

of Chicago, 2009), p. 17 
37 Ahmad Sonhadji, ‘Abr al-Athir Tafsir Al-Quran (Tafsir Al-Quran di 

Radio), Juz 28 (Selangor, 2016), p. 55 
38 Ibid. 
39 https://sunnah.com/riyadussaliheen/1/203, accessed on 25 

September 2019 

https://sunnah.com/riyadussaliheen/1/203
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Sonhadji said that Man is created in a condition where he is always in need.40 So, 

what he gets, he is afraid to spend it. If he is to consume them, it is for reasons 

such as wanted to be praised and acknowledgment. This shows that man is 

stingy.41 

Apart from being greedy when receiving Allah’s mercy in wealth, 

Man also “forgets” his God and feels smug and self-sufficient about it.42 When 

Man falls on bad times, he becomes utterly despair or turns to God only in those 

times.43 He only remembers Allah in distress and not to remember or call upon 

Him, but to sink in despair.44 

The earlier part in verse 10 QS Huud,  َاَء َمسَّتْهُ َولَئِْن أَذَْقنَاهُ نَْعَماَء َبْعد َضرَّ , 

Sonhadji explained that when Man is given comfort after his distress, such as 

recovery from an illness, increase in power, leisurely from a lowly life, relieve 

from fear, and his position becomes noble from a despicable being, he will say, 

"Bad times have gone. I will forget those hardships, and it is time for me to 

enjoy."45 The words of relief are stated in the next part of the verse,  لَيَقُولَنَّ ذََهَب

 ,Sonhadji explained further the meaning of those words, which are 46.السَّيِِّئَاُت َعنِِّي

“Now that my hardships are gone, I am going to forget about them all. And now is 

the time for me to enjoy.”47 

The last part of the verse,  ٌإِنَّهُ لَفَِرٌح فَُخور, Sonhadji explained that, at that 

time, he will enjoy his time limitlessly, and pride arises, looking down on the less 

fortunate.48 

 
40 Ahmad Sonhadji, ‘Abr al-Athir Tafsir Al-Quran (Tafsir Al-Quran di 

Radio), Juz 15 (Selangor, 2016), p. 145 
41 Ibid. 
42 Fazlur Rahman, Major Themes of the Qur’ān (Chicago: University 

of Chicago, 2009), p. 18 
43 Ibid. 
44 Ibid. 
45 Ahmad Sonhadji, ‘Abr al-Athir Tafsir Al-Quran (Tafsir Al-Quran di 

Radio), Juz 12 (Selangor, 2017), p. 15 
46 Ibid. 
47 Ahmad Sonhadji, ‘Abr al-Athir Tafsir Al-Quran (Tafsir Al-Quran di 

Radio), Juz 12 (Selangor, 2017), p. 16 
48 Ibid. 



 

10 

 

These weaknesses of Man are a sign of the “unbelievers.”49 The flaws 

also lead Man to forget God and forgetting Him is destroys one’s personality, 

individually and socially.50 To cure the destroyed personality, Man needs 

Taqwa.51 

b. The remedy for Man’s weaknesses 

The Qur'an condemns pride and self-righteousness, and hopelessness 

and utter despair and describes those as a sign of the "unbelievers."52 In other 

words, unbelievers are "those who deny the Truth." Both pride and desperation 

are the acts of the unbelievers, which is another term for the loss of moral energy. 

The reason Man needs Taqwa is because forgetting God destroys one's 

personality, whether individual or social. Only by remembrance of God can 

cement character. 

Though Taqwa is usually translated as "fear of God" and "piety",53 it 

might be identical to fear of wolf. This view is common in the West. In QS. al-Tur 

(52): 27 and QS. Ghafir (40): 9 stated that the root word of Taqwa, which is wqy 

means "to guard or protect against something."54 

Sonhadji explained verse 27 of QS. al-Tur that the people in paradise 

said that they are afraid of Allah’s punishment. So, Allah gave them gift of 

forgiveness and heaven. Allah also protect them from the torment of the hellfire.55 

According to Sonhadji in verse 9 of QS. Ghafir, the angels asked 

Allah that the believers and their families be protected from evil that will cause 

the punishment in this world and the hereafter. And whoever receives Allah’s 

protection the evil in this world, indeed He has given mercy later in the hereafter 

 
49 Fazlur Rahman, Major Themes of the Qur’ān (Chicago: University 

of Chicago, 2009), p. 19 
50 Ibid. 
51 Ibid. 
52 Ibid. 
53 Fazlur Rahman, Major Themes of the Qur’ān (Chicago: University 

of Chicago, 2009), p. 20 
54 Ibid. 
55 Ahmad Sonhadji, ‘Abr al-Athir Tafsir Al-Quran (Tafsir Al-Quran di 

Radio), Juz 27 (Selangor, 2016), p. 30 
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and is save from the hellfire. The endless blessings from Allah is a great 

attainment.56 

Sonhadji used the term wqy as a protection against evil or something 

bad, which in these verses, protection from the trials in this world and the 

hereafter. Hence, the term wqy (Taqwa) means to protect oneself against the 

harmful consequences of one's actions.57 Therefore, "fear of God" means fear of 

the aftermath of one's actions, whether in this world or the next. Taqwa, at its 

highest, signifies Man's fully integrated and whole personality. In this discussion, 

Taqwa means to be squarely anchored within the moral tensions, and not to 

violate those limits.58 

The Qur'an is optimistic on the outcome human endeavor. Several 

verses in the Qur'an show that Allah pardon or disregard Man's errors provided 

that his overall performance or actions are good and beneficial.59 

3.3  Verses Related to Man in Society in the Socio-political Level 

The Qur’an aims to establish a viable social order on earth.60 Everyone lives in a 

society. In QS. al-Hujurat (49): 13, Allah stated that Man is created to always live 

in groups, nations and tribes.61 The purpose is so that Man gets to know one 

another.62 

ن ذََكٍر َوأُنَثىَٰ َوَجَعلإَناُكمإ ُشُعوًًب َوقَ َباِئَل لِتَ َعاَرُفوا ۚ ِإنَّ   َناُكم مِي ََي أَي َُّها النَّاُس ِإَنَّ َخَلقإ

َ َعِليٌم َخِبْيٌ  َقاُكمإ ۚ ِإنَّ اَّللَّ َرَمُكمإ ِعنَد اَّللَِّ أَت إ  َأكإ

“O mankind, indeed We have created you from male and 

female and made you peoples and tribes that you may 

know one another. Indeed, the most noble of you in the 

 
56 Ahmad Sonhadji, ‘Abr al-Athir Tafsir Al-Quran (Tafsir Al-Quran di 

Radio), Juz 24 (Kuala Lumpur, 2012), p. 75 
57 Fazlur Rahman, Major Themes of the Qur’ān (Chicago: University 

of Chicago, 2009), p. 20 
58 Ibid. 
59 Ibid., p. 21 
60 Ibid., p. 25 
61 https://www.al-islam.org/al-tawhid/vol1-n3/sociology-quran-part-i-

ayatullah-murtadha-mutahhari/man-social-nature, accessed on 25 September 2019 
62 Ibid. 

https://www.al-islam.org/al-tawhid/vol1-n3/sociology-quran-part-i-ayatullah-murtadha-mutahhari/man-social-nature
https://www.al-islam.org/al-tawhid/vol1-n3/sociology-quran-part-i-ayatullah-murtadha-mutahhari/man-social-nature
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sight of Allah is the most righteous of you. Indeed, Allah 

is Knowing and Acquainted.”63 

Social orders are divided into three different aspects; socioeconomic,64 

socio-political65, and sociohistorical.66 In this research, the author will be focusing 

on the socio-political aspect of society. 

In this aspect, the Qur’an aims to strengthen the bonds in the basic 

family unit and the Muslim community at large.67 Several verses in the Qur’an 

stated that strengthening the family bond starts with filial loyalty.68 The verses 

about the bond of the community are spread all over the Qur’an.69 

a. Filial loyalty 

i. QS. al-Baqarah (2): 83, QS. al-Nisa’ (4): 36, QS al-

An’am (6): 15170 

َساَنً   َوًِبلإَواِلَديإِن ِإحإ

“And to parents do good.”71 

ii. QS. al-Isra’ (17): 23-2472 

ُلَغنَّ ِعندَ  َساًَن ۚ ِإمَّا يَ ب إ ُه َوًِبلإَواِلَديإِن ِإحإ َك الإِكََبَ َأَحُدُُهَا  َوَقَضىَٰ رَبَُّك َأَّلَّ تَ عإُبُدوا ِإَّلَّ ِإَيَّ

َُما قَ وإًَّل َكرميًا ) َهرإُُهَا َوُقل َّلَّ َُما ُأفٍي َوََّل تَ ن إ ِفضإ ََّلَُما  23َأوإ ِكََلُُهَا َفََل تَ ُقل َّلَّ ( َواخإ

َِة َوُقل رَّبِي ارإَْحإُهَما َكَما رَب ََّياِن َصِغْيًا ) لِي ِمَن الرَّْحإ  ( 24َجَناَح الذُّ

“And your Lord has decreed that you not worship except 

Him, and to parents, good treatment. Whether one or both 

of them reach old age [while] with you, say not to them 

[so much as], "uff," and do not repel them but speak to 

them a noble word. And lower to them the wing of 

 
63 https://quran.com/49/13 
64 Fazlur Rahman, Major Themes of the Qur’ān (Chicago: University 

of Chicago, 2009), p. 25 
65 Ibid., p. 28 
66 Ibid., p. 33 
67 Ibid., p. 28 
68 Ibid. 
69 Ibid. 
70 Ibid. 
71 https://quran.com/2/83, accessed on 25 September 2019 
72 Ibid. 

https://quran.com/49/13
https://quran.com/2/83
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humility out of mercy and say, "My Lord, have mercy 

upon them as they brought me up [when I was] small."”73 

b. Brotherhood in Islam 

i. QS. al-Hujurat (49): 10 (Muslims declared as brothers)74 

 َ ِلُحوا َبْيإ َوٌة فََأصإ ِمُنوَن ِإخإ َا الإُمؤإ َ َلَعلَُّكمإ تُ رإَْحُونَ ِإَّنَّ  َأَخَويإُكمإ ۚ َوات َُّقوا اَّللَّ

“The believers are but brothers, so make settlement 

between your brothers. And fear Allah that you may 

receive mercy.”75 

ii. QS. Saff (61): 476 

بُّ الَِّذيَن يُ َقاتُِلوَن ِف َسِبيلِ  َياٌن مَّرإُصوصٌ ِإنَّ اَّللََّ ُيُِ ُم بُ ن إ ا َكَأَّنَّ  ِه َصفًّ

“Indeed, Allah loves those who fight in His cause in a row 

as though they are a [single] structure joined firmly.”77 

iii. QS. al-Hashr (59): 978 

ِلُحونَ  ِسِه فَأُولََِٰئَك ُهُم الإُمفإ  َوَمن يُوَق ُشحَّ نَ فإ

“And whoever is protected from the stinginess of his soul - 

it is those who will be the successful.”79 

3.4 Ahmad Sonhadji’s Interpretation on Man in Society 

Focusing on the bond between brothers in Islam, the following are Sonhadji’s 

interpretation of the verses above. 

1. Filial loyalty 

To create a strong bond between brothers in Islam, the strengthening 

of the basic family unit is first emphasized.80 Four verses have stated the same 

line which is َوبِاْلَواِلدَْيِن إِْحَسانًا which means “and to parents do good.”  

 
73 https://quran.com/17/23-24, accessed on 25 September 2019 
74 Fazlur Rahman, Major Themes of the Qur’ān (Chicago: University 

of Chicago, 2009), p. 28 
75 https://quran.com/49/10, accessed on 25 September 2019 
76 Fazlur Rahman, Major Themes of the Qur’ān (Chicago: University 

of Chicago, 2009), p. 28 
77 https://quran.com/61/4, accessed on 25 September 2019 
78 Fazlur Rahman, Major Themes of the Qur’ān (Chicago: University 

of Chicago, 2009), p. 28 
79 https://quran.com/59/9, accessed on 25 September 2019 

https://quran.com/17/23-24
https://quran.com/49/10
https://quran.com/61/4
https://quran.com/59/9
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Ahmad Sonhadji stated that Allah has taught His servants to have 

good manners in everyday lives. The reason is that no one is willing to live in 

solidarity without associating with other people.81 Moreover, one has to have a 

good relationship with others for his happiness. To have a good relationship with 

others, one must have a good relationship with Allah.82 To have a good 

relationship with Allah is to worship Him. Obeying His commands and stay away 

from His prohibitions. Besides that, one must not associate anything with Allah. 

In QS. al-An’am (6):151, Sonhadji explained that the greatest blessing 

given to Man is Allah’s existence. Without Allah, Man will not exist. Without 

parents, Man will not be born.83 Therefore, one must have a good relationship 

with his parents. Allah has reminded us in the Qur'an to do good to parents. By 

doing good means to be devoted to them and to help them by obeying Allah's 

commands, not raising voices to them, and try to fulfill their wishes and needs.84 

But following them in sinful matters are forbidden. If the parents are non-

believers, the child must still respect them and maintain a healthy relationship as it 

should be.85 Call upon them to the truth kindly, with intimacy and affection.86 

Being devoted to parents is positioned as a priority after worshipping 

Allah.87 In this verse, parents must be given priority privileges which cannot be 

delayed. 

Ahmad Sonhadji described the reasons for being devoted to parents in 

QS. al-Isra’ (17): 23. 

 
80 Fazlur Rahman, Major Themes of the Qur’ān (Chicago: University 

of Chicago, 2009), p. 28 
81 Ahmad Sonhadji, ‘Abr al-Athir Tafsir Al-Quran (Tafsir Al-Quran di 

Radio), Juz 5 (Selangor, 2017), p. 41-42 
82 Ibid., p. 42 
83 Ahmad Sonhadji, ‘Abr al-Athir Tafsir Al-Quran (Tafsir Al-Quran di 

Radio), Juz 8 (Selangor, 2017), p. 79 
84 Ahmad Sonhadji, ‘Abr al-Athir Tafsir Al-Quran (Tafsir Al-Quran di 

Radio), Juz 5 (Selangor, 2017), p. 42 
85 Ahmad Sonhadji, ‘Abr al-Athir Tafsir Al-Quran (Tafsir Al-Quran di 

Radio), Juz 1 (Selangor, 2017), p. 122 
86 Ibid. 
87 Ahmad Sonhadji, ‘Abr al-Athir Tafsir Al-Quran (Tafsir Al-Quran di 

Radio), Juz 8 (Selangor, 2017), p. 79 
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i. Parents work hard to take care their children with love and provide 

them with comfort and protect them against dangers. So, they ought to 

be appreciated and be rewarded with goodness.88 

ii. Children are their parents’ flesh and blood.89 

iii. Parents have given their children comfort when they are young and 

weak. That is considered a debt for the children to their parents and 

they ought to pay them back.90 This is explained in the next part of the 

verse, 

ُلَغنَّ ِعنَدَك الإِكََبَ َأَحُدُُهَا َأوإ ِكََلُُهَا   ِإمَّا يَ ب إ

“Whether one or both of them reach old age [while] with you”91 

Sonhadji explained this part of the verse that when both parents are 

old and weak to make a living, the children ought to support them as they have 

when they are young.92 

Sonhadji further elaborate that there are five obligations of children 

towards the parents.93 

i. 

َُما ُأفيٍ َفََل تَ قُ   ل َّلَّ

“Say not to them [so much as], "uff,"”94 

Children are not to say impolite words even though it is 

just “uff” to their parents because it will degrade them and 

break their hearts.95 

ii. 

 
88 Ahmad Sonhadji, ‘Abr al-Athir Tafsir Al-Quran (Tafsir Al-Quran di 

Radio), Juz 15 (Selangor, 2016), p. 39 
89 Ibid. 
90 Ibid. 
91 https://quran.com/17/23-24, accessed on 25 September 2019 
92 Ahmad Sonhadji, ‘Abr al-Athir Tafsir Al-Quran (Tafsir Al-Quran di 

Radio), Juz 15 (Selangor, 2016), p. 39 
93 Ibid. 
94 https://quran.com/17/23-24, accessed on 25 September 2019 
95 Ahmad Sonhadji, ‘Abr al-Athir Tafsir Al-Quran (Tafsir Al-Quran di 

Radio), Juz 15 (Selangor, 2016), p. 40 

https://quran.com/17/23-24
https://quran.com/17/23-24
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َهرإُُهَا   َوََّل تَ ن إ

“And do not repel them”96 

Sonhadji used the word “scold” in this verse. Children 

must not scold their parents. If the word “uff” could hurt 

them, what more scolding them shows resistance – this is 

more forbidden.97 

iii.  

َُما قَ وإًَّل َكرميًا   َوُقل َّلَّ

“But speak to them a noble word.”98 

Children must speak to them gently and with respect and 

grace. Loud voices must be avoided.99 

iv. 

َةِ  لِي ِمَن الرَّْحإ ِفضإ ََّلَُما َجَناَح الذُّ  َواخإ

“And lower to them the wing of humility out of mercy”100 

The manner in front of parents should be with humility, 

respect, and love. The children must protect or take care of 

them, provide a living for them, and obey their commands 

except in sinful matters.101 

v. 

 َوُقل رَّبِي ارإَْحإُهَما َكَما َرب ََّياِن َصِغْيًا 

 
96 https://quran.com/17/23-24, accessed on 26 September 2019 
97 Ahmad Sonhadji, ‘Abr al-Athir Tafsir Al-Quran (Tafsir Al-Quran di 

Radio), Juz 15 (Selangor, 2016), p. 40 
98 https://quran.com/17/23-24, accessed on 26 September 2019 
99 Ahmad Sonhadji, ‘Abr al-Athir Tafsir Al-Quran (Tafsir Al-Quran di 

Radio), Juz 15 (Selangor, 2016), p. 40 
100 https://quran.com/17/23-24, accessed on 26 September 2019 
101 Ahmad Sonhadji, ‘Abr al-Athir Tafsir Al-Quran (Tafsir Al-Quran 

di Radio), Juz 15 (Selangor, 2016), p. 40 

https://quran.com/17/23-24
https://quran.com/17/23-24
https://quran.com/17/23-24
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“And say, "My Lord, have mercy upon them as they 

brought me up [when I was] small."”102 

Children must pray for Allah’s mercy and blessings for 

their parents as long as they live. This wish rise by the 

remembrance of the parents’ care and love for them.103 

In QS. al-Baqarah (2): 83 and QS. al-Nisa’ (4): 36, the verses are 

continued with doing good to other people besides parents. Sonhadji listed them 

in his explanation in QS. al-Nisa’ (4): 36 as follows: 

i. Family and relatives104 

ii. Orphans105 

iii. The poor and needy106 

iv. Neighbors, be it Muslims and non-Muslims.107 Sonhadji explained 

this by using a hadith narrated by Abu Hurairah. The prophet SAW said, 

من كان يؤمن ًبهلل واليوم اآلخر، فَل يؤِذ جاره، ومن كان يؤمن ًبهلل واليوم  

 اآلخر، فليكرم ضيفه، ومن كان يؤمن ًبهلل واليوم اآلخر، فليقل خْيًا أو ليسكت 

“He who believes in Allah and the Last Day let him not 

harm his neighbor, and he who believes in Allah and the 

Last Day let him show hospitality to his guest, and he who 

believes in Allah and the Last Day let him speak good or 

remain silent.” [Bukhari and Muslim]108 

v. Spouses and friends.109 Rasulullah SAW said on spouses, 

 
102 https://quran.com/17/23-24, accessed on 26 September 2019 
103 Ahmad Sonhadji, ‘Abr al-Athir Tafsir Al-Quran (Tafsir Al-Quran 

di Radio), Juz 15 (Selangor, 2016), p. 41 
104 Ahmad Sonhadji, ‘Abr al-Athir Tafsir Al-Quran (Tafsir Al-Quran 

di Radio), Juz 5 (Selangor, 2017), p. 42 
105 Ibid. 
106 Ibid. 
107 Ibid. 
108 https://sunnah.com/riyadussaliheen/1/308, accessed on 25 

September 2019 
109 Ahmad Sonhadji, ‘Abr al-Athir Tafsir Al-Quran (Tafsir Al-Quran 

di Radio), Juz 5 (Selangor, 2017), p. 43 

https://quran.com/17/23-24
https://sunnah.com/riyadussaliheen/1/308
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خْي اَّلصحاب عند هللا تعاىل خْيهم لصاحبه، وخْي اجلْيان عند هللا تعاىل خْيهم  

 جلاره

“The best of companions with Allah is the one who is best 

to his companions, and the best of neighbors to Allah is 

the one who is the best of them to his neighbor.” 

[Tirmidhi]110 

vi. Musafir or traveller or guest.111 Sonhadji referred to a hadith from 

Abu Syuraih Khuailid bin ‘Amr al-‘Adawi. Rasulullah SAW said to give 

provisions to guests when they visit.112 

vii. Slaves.113 Sonhadji explained that one must have mercy on them 

and not to burden them to what they are not capable of doing, not physically and 

verbally hurt them, and must provide enough provisions for them.114 

b. Brotherhood in Islam 

The bond of the community is scattered over the Qur’an, especially 

Madinan suras. All Muslims are declared brothers as stated in QS. al-Hujurat (49): 

10. 

According to Ahmad Sonhadji, Allah explained that a person is not a 

believer if he did not claim brotherhood amongst them. The term ‘brothers’ here 

means brothers of the same religion that is tied by ‘iman.’115 Therefore, a Mu’min 

should not make enemies with other Mu’min, or have disputes let alone war and 

killing.116 

 
110 https://sunnah.com/riyadussaliheen/1/311, accessed on 25 

September 2019 
111 Ahmad Sonhadji, ‘Abr al-Athir Tafsir Al-Quran (Tafsir Al-Quran 

di Radio), Juz 5 (Selangor, 2017), p. 43 
112 Ibid. 
113 Ibid. 
114 Ibid. 
115 Ahmad Sonhadji, ‘Abr al-Athir Tafsir Al-Quran (Tafsir Al-Quran 

di Radio), Juz 5 (Selangor, 2017), p. 141 
116 Ibid. 

https://sunnah.com/riyadussaliheen/1/311
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Sonhadji said that this verse determined that Ukhuwwah Islamiyah 

(Brotherhood in Islam) is stronger than that of siblings or relatives. On the 

contrary, siblings are nothing without Ukhuwwah Islamiyah.117 

The part  ْفَأَْصِلُحوا بَْيَن أََخَوْيُكم, Sonhadji explained its meaning that if there 

happens to be a dispute, it should be reconciled between Mu'min brothers as 

mediating between siblings.118 Do not let the ties crack and ignore them, because 

sooner or later it will break and enmity overcomes them.119 If peace is made 

between them, the believers will earn Allah's blessings.120 

In QS. al-Saff (61): 4, Ahmad Sonhadji explained that Allah loves 

those who stand in a row and fight for His cause. He loves when they stood in a 

straight row without any empty spaces for the enemies to infiltrate, and they are 

like buildings properly arranged.121 

Brothers in Islam give priority to the needy brothers over themselves. 

They are successful when they are saved from stinginess as stated in the last part 

of QS. al-Hashr (59): 9. 

Sonhadji explained that this part of the verse shows the attitude of the 

Ansar when the Muhajirin reached Madinah.122 They put other’s needs over 

theirs.123 They gave some of their valuables to the Muhajirin and invited them to 

their homes.124 There was no envy in their hearts.125 This is the attitude of a 

person with iman. 

4. CLOSING 

4.1 Conclusion 

 
117 Ibid., p. 141-142 
118 Ibid., p. 142 
119 Ibid. 
120 Ibid. 
121 Ahmad Sonhadji, ‘Abr al-Athir Tafsir Al-Quran (Tafsir Al-Quran 

di Radio), Juz 28 (Selangor, 2016), p. 96 
122 Ibid., p. 55 
123 Ibid. 
124 Ibid. 
125 Ibid. 
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Based on the interpretations of Ahmad Sonhadji on the verses related 

to Man as an individual and in society, the author came to a conclusion as follows: 

1. Man’s weaknesses according to Ahmad Sonhadji are as Allah 

describe him: anxious, impatient and stingy. The reason to these 

characteristics is that Man loves his assets or properties. Although 

Man is described to have weaknesses, Sonhadji stated that some are 

exempted from them. The remedy to cure the weaknesses in Man is 

Taqwa. Sonhadji explained that Taqwa is protection against 

something bad or evil and those who are protected against the evil in 

this world, will receive Allah’s blessings in the hereafter. The 

blessings include Allah’s forgiveness, His mercy, and save from the 

hellfire. At its highest, Taqwa signifies Man’s fully integrated and 

whole personality. 

2. The socio-political aspect of society, the Qur’an aims from the 

strengthening the bonds of the basic family unit on the one hand, and 

the larger community on the other. It starts from filial loyalty where, 

according to Ahmad Sonhadji, children must do good to parents by 

respecting them, fulfilling their wishes and needs, take care of them, 

be polite to them, and love them. Sonhadji also listed the people that 

Man needs to be good to them besides parents. These people are also 

in the larger community:  

a. Family and relatives 

b. Orphans 

c. The poor and needy 

d. Neighbors 

e. Spouses and friends 

f. Travellers or guests 

g. Slaves 

Sonhadji explained that the bond between brothers of the same 

religion that is tied by ‘iman’ (Ukhuwwah Islamiyyah), are stronger 

than those of siblings. If there happens to be disputes and 
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disagreement, they should be reconciled. Brothers give priority to 

other brothers who are in need over themselves. 

4.2 Suggestion 

After doing the research regarding Man as an individual and in the 

society, the author came up with a few suggestions: 

a. Although this study has come to a conclusion, the author feels that 

it is far from complete and might have mistakes in this writing. 

Therefore, the author would be pleased if this research is further 

studied. 

b. Further studies on Tafseer is needed on various research subjects so 

as to widen our knowledge. 

c. More studies should be done about Ahmad Sonhadji’s 

interpretation. 


