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ABSTRAK 

 

CRITICISM AGAINST TEXTUAL RELIGIOUS UNDERSTANDING IN 

“THE ALCHEMIST” NOVEL BY PAULO COELHO (1988) : 

SOCIOLOGY OF LITERATURE 

 

Penelitian ini berfokus pada analisa tentang isu kritik terhadap pemahaman agama 

tekstual yang diambil dari sebuah novel berjudul “Sang Alkemis” yang dikarang 

oleh Paulo Coelho pada tahun 1988. Penelitian ini dianalisis menggunakan teori 

sosiologi sastra dari Swingwood. Teori tersebut menjelaskan tentang ilmu 

pengetahuan, tujuan dalam masyarakat, lembaga sosial dan proses sosial 

menyatakan, menyatakan tentang cara bekerja, bagaimana masyarakat mungkin, 

dan mengapa itu bertahan. Kemudian, novel “Sang Alkemis” ini terdapat 

beberapa pandangan tentang agama tekstual yang dijelaskan melalui aktivitas 

yang dialami oleh karakter didalamnya serta dijelaskan mengenai latar, kejadian, 

dan gaya bahasa yang digunakan dalam menjelaskan isu tersebut. Peneliti 

mengangkat 3 macam masalah dalam penelitian ini yaitu (1) indikator yang 

mendukung adanya pemahaman tekstual dalam agama (2) gambaran proses 

terjadinya pemahaman tersebut (3) alasan pengarang menggambarkan pemahaman 

tersebut ke dalam novelnya. 

 

Kata kunci: sang alchemist, paulo coelho, pemahaman tekstual, sosiologi sastra. 
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ABSTRACT 

 

This research is focused on the analysis of an issue of criticism against textual 

religious understanding which taken from a novel with the title “The Alchemist” 

by Paulo Coelho in 1988. This research was analyzed by the sociology of 

literature theory by Swingwood. The theory explained about scientific, the 

purpose in society, social institution, and the social process stated its declaration 

about how to work, how society is possible, and why it persisted. Then, “The 

Alchemist” novel contained some understandings about textual religious which 

explained by the activity of the main character and explanation of the issue inside. 

The researcher took 3 kinds of problems in this research, such as (1) indicator 

which supported textual religious (2) depiction of the understanding process (3) 

the author’s reason for the understanding in his novel. 

 

Keywords: the alchemist, paulo coelho, textual understanding, sociology of 

literature. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  




