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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter consists of five subtitled they are; Background of the study, Statements of 

the problems, Objective of the study, Significance of the study, and Scope and Limitation of the 

study.  

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Literature is an interpretation of a man's life by using language as its medium. According 

to Robert, (1993: 1) literature is writing which expresses and communicate thoughts, feelings, 

and opinion toward life. It has also taken place in a novel, as one of the genres of literature. 

To bring out the character in a novel it is really important to reach a comprehensive 

understanding, because "learning literature is the same ways as to overcome our problems" as 

mention in Wellek and Warren, 1965: 23. As a fictional work, like literature, it is considered 

having its internal characters apart from the author, audience, and the real world. Literature is 

drawn from the imagination, rather than experience or fact. Related to the consideration that 

literature is an imaginative world. Abrams mentions that literature as a work of fiction is absence 

from historical truth. Literature has its "own imaginary world" rather than the "truly historic" 

one. Abrams (1981: 61). 

Rees (1973: 106) define that novel is a fictitious prose narrative of considerable length in 

which characters and action representative of real life are portrayed in a plot and theme of a more 

or less complexity. In another definition, Taylor (1981:78) says that the novel is a prose work of 
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quite some length and complexity which attempts to reflect and express something of the quality 

or value of human experience or conduct. 
 

A novel is one of the literary genres that present complicated problems in detail. Peek and 

Coyle (1984: 103) state that "novels are long work with a great amount of detail on every page. It 

needs to be taken into account before people can reach any judgment. The effect of this detail is 

that people come to recognize the complex reality of a character or an event in the story." The 

novel can also be instrumental to a deeper awareness of the central themes, byzantine characters, 

and the readers' point of view of the world. A Novelist can create a certain character trait and 

personality as part of human psychology. It aims in making a certain image that will be related to 

the whole literary works. 

Paulo Coelho's The Alchemist is a story of the self-quest of a shepherd named Santiago. 

Starting from his dream that he believes are an omen, he follows his path to find his ‘Personal 

Legend'. According to the novel, the term ‘Personal Legend' refers to the purpose of life of the 

main character, Santiago. Both Coelho and Santiago have a goal to follow dreams and to believe 

in the signs that guide them on their way. An omen itself, as Paulo Coelho states in the interview 

by Laura Sheehan shows the Belief net, is the individual language in which God talks to human 

beings. Every person's omen is unique. It guides you towards your destiny. Yet, omens are not 

logical, they talk through your heart directly. The only one who can understand is you. Coelho 

has written many great books even though for the first time he failed to get the success that is 

Hell Archives in 1982. In 1986, he did the Pilgrimage to Saint James of Compostela, when he 

made it into a book called the Pilgrimage. In the following year, he published The Alchemist. 

Once again in his site, it is written that "slow initial sales convinced his first publisher to drop the 

novel, but it went on to become one of the bestselling Brazilian books of all time". Other titles 
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include Brida (1990), O Dom Supremo: The Gift (1991), The Valkyries (1992), By the River 

Piedra I sat down and Wept (1994), The Fifth Mountain (1986), The Devil and Pyrm (2000), 

Eleven Minutes (2003), The Zahir (2005), The Witch of Portobello (2006) and the newest one 

The Winner is Alone (2008).  

The most phenomenal book is The Alchemist. The Alchemist has already achieved as the 

universally admired modern classic. Paulo Coelho's The Alchemist is a literary work that can be 

for someone to find their Personal Legend or their purposes of life. Like has received numerous 

prestigious international awards. The critics have praised his poetic, realistic and philosophical 

style, and the symbolic language that does not speak to our minds, but also our hearts.  

This research will focus on Coelho's novella The Alchemist. It has been a best selling 

fictional novella which has been analyzed countless times by many academics. The effect of 

Paulo Coelho's great writing style is to influence all over the world. The Alchemist novel has 

many positive appreciations from the readers. This novel is full of symbols, wise words, 

motivation, cultural aspects, and human values. Paulo Coelho's uniqueness style in writing in this 

novella has attracted the researcher to research and analyze it. 

Though there have been several scholars analyzing this novella, this hypothesis will add 

to analyze the novella from an opposing point of view from the earlier studies. The researcher 

will study this novel from its style of the symbol used in the novel by the descriptive qualitative 

method. 

This novel characterizes the main character towards the optimistic view of life. The main 

character (Santiago) has a strong belief in the way he lives his life. He has values such as faith, 

bravery, self – confidence, and show consideration for life. This novel tells about the tale of 
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Santiago, a boy who has a dream and the courage to follow it. After listening to "the signs" the 

boy ventures in his personal, Ulysses – like a journey of exploration and self – discovery, 

symbolically searching for a hidden treasure located near the pyramid in Egypt. When he 

decided to go, his father's only advice is "Travel the world until you see that our castle is the 

greatest, and our women the most beautiful". In his journey, Santiago sees the greatness of the 

world and meets all kinds of exciting people like kings and alchemist. However, by the end of 

the novel, he discovers that "treasure lies where your heart belongs", and that the treasure was 

the journey itself, the discoveries he made, and the wisdom he acquired. 

As qualified literature, In the Alchemist novel, it has an abundance of the intrinsic and 

extrinsic aspects which are fascinated to analyze. That is why the writer is attracted to talk and 

analyze it. One of these aspects is the symbol because Paulo Coelho uses a lot of symbols in his 

novel and these symbols interpretation the optimistic view of life. The Alchemist has an 

optimistic view of life which Coelho in the sense that he wants the readers to see, and he wrote 

with this goal in mind, and also through the novel The Alchemist, Paulo Coelho would like to 

convey a message to the reader that in any situation we as a human being must never give up, 

and always have to be optimist because optimistic view of life is the key to success in life.  

 

1.2 Problem Statements 

Regarding the topic that is going to be a researcher, this paper addresses the following 

problems:  

1. What is the characteristic of an optimistic life in The Alchemist? 

2. How is the symbol reflected in the optimistic of life in the novel The Alchemist? 
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3. Why Paulo Coelho used the symbol in addressing the optimistic of life in his novel The 

Alchemist?  

 

1.3 The objective of the study 

There are two kinds of objectives in this study; they are general objectives and specific 

objectives as described below. 

a) General Objectives of the Study  

In general, this study aims at improving researcher knowledge, especially in the area of 

language style, as well as to reveal the meaning of any symbol in The Alchemist as 

depicted in the character, things, or even events in the novel. The symbols are hidden in 

certain things in the novel. Every character, place, things or event can probably be the 

symbol that needs to be revealed. It can represent something else that has a deeper 

meaning. Some events or occasions that occur in the novel also can be interpreted into a 

meaningful process of something. The objective of this research is to identify any 

symbols used in the novel as in the character, things, and events or concepts and reveal 

the meaning of them. They are analyzed by comparing the story of the Alchemist and the 

biography of the author. 

b) Specific Objectives of the Study 

To describe the characteristic of optimistic of life in The Alchemist.  
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To explain the characteristics of optimistic of life reflected in the symbol used in the 

novel The Alchemist.  

To analyze the symbol used by Paulo Coelho in addressing optimism in his novel The 

Alchemist. 

 

1.4 The benefit of the Study 

The researcher assumes that there is some benefit in this study such as the following: 

a) Theoretical benefit  

Theoretically the outcome of this finding is likely can be able to assistance the author of 

the novel to improve their style through numerous aspects of linguistic and improve their works 

to make good character for the readers through moral messages that are contained human values 

which are appreciated to use as a motivation and as an influence for their life. 

b) Practical Benefit 

The outcome of this research can be used as extra knowledge to progress students' 

understanding of the linguistic style of the great world authors. The result of the study is 

predictable to be able to develop the ability of learners to study English through literature. This 

research is also useful to anyone who is analyzing the novel. For her or him this study can be 

used as guidance.  

 



7 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation of the Study 

This part of the research which covers the Scope and the limitation of the study only 

concerned with the novel entitled The Alchemist as the source of data and symbols reflecting 

optimistic of life. The discussion of the study covers: 

The identifications of the characteristic of optimistic of life used in the novel The 

Alchemist. 

The identifications of the characteristics of optimistic of life reflected in the symbol used 

in the novel The Alchemist. 

The identification of the symbol used by Paulo Coelho in addressing optimism in his 

novel The Alchemist.  

 

 


