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COMMISSIVE UTTERANCES FOUND IN ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF
THE NOBLE QUR’AN OF SURAH AL-WAQI’AH

Abstrak

Penelitian ini adalah tentang ucapan komisif. Penelitian ini difokuskan pada
ucapan komisif yang ditemukan dalam Terjemahan Bahasa Inggris dari Noble
Qur'an dari Surat Al-Wagi‘ah. Ucapan komisif sangat berharga dalam Alquran
Mulia Surat Al-Wagi'ah, karena tujuan utama Surat Al-Wagi'ah adalah untuk
memberi tahu para peserta tentang informasi dan janji Allah tentang Hari
Kebangkitan. Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengetahui jenis dan strategi
kesopanan dari ucapan komisif. Teknik pengumpulan data adalah dokumentasi
dan observasi. Sumber data penelitian ini adalah manuskrip. Dalam
mengumpulkan data, peneliti mengikuti teknik-teknik (1) Menganalisis Al-Qur'an
Tafsir Ibnu Katsir dalam Surah Al-Wagi‘ah, (2) mengidentifikasi data komisif,
dan (3) mengklasifikasikan jenis dan maksud dari ucapan komisif. Hasil penelitian
menunjukkan bahwa (1) ada 14 Deklaratif 87, 4%, 1 Interogatif 6, 30%, 1
Exclamatory 6, 30%, dan sebagian besar jenis ucapan komisif yang digunakan
dalam Alquran Surat Al-Wagi ‘ah adalah Deklaratif. (2) Ada 9 dari Menjanjikan
87, 4%, 1 Peringatan 6, 30%, 6 dari Ancaman 6, 30%. Mayoritas Niat ucapan
komisif yang digunakan dalam Alquran Mulia Al-Wagi'ah adalah Menjanjikan.

Kata kunci: jenis dan strategi kesopanan ucapan komisif, tindak tutur, pragmatik
Abstract

This study is about commissive utterances. The research is focused on
commissive utterances found in English Translation of the Noble Qur’an of Surah
Al-Wagqi’ah. The commissive utterance is very valuable in the Noble Qur’an of
Surah Al-Wagi’ah, because the main purpose of Surah Al-Wagi’ah is to tell the
participants about information and Allah’ promise of the Day of Resurrection. The
purpose of the study is to find out the types and politeness strategies of
commissive utterance. The technique of collecting data is documentation and
observation. The data source of this research is manuscript. In collecting the data,
the researcher follows the techniques of (1) Analyzing the Qur’an Tafsir of Ibn
Katsir in the Surah Al-Waqi’ah, (2) identifying data of commissive, and (3)
classifying the types and intention of commissive utterance. The result shows that
(1) there are 14 Declarative 87, 4%, 1 Interrogative 6, 30%, 1 Exclamatory 6,
30%, and the majority of types of commissive utterance used in the Noble Qur’an
of surah Al-Wagqi’ah is Declarative. (2) There are 9 of Promising 87, 4%, 1
Warning 6, 30%, 6 of Threatening 6, 30%. The majority of Intention of
commissive utterance used in the Noble Qur’an of surah Al-Wagqi’ah is
Promising.

Keywords: types and politeness strategies of commissive utterances, speech act,
pragmatics



1. INTRODUCTION

As a Muslim, surely the researcher believes that Quran is a holy book that serves
as a warning and guidance from Allah Subhanahu wa Ta'ala. Therefore, Allah
revealed Quran directly through His last prophet, Muhammad (peace be upon
Him). Quran is revealed not only for some people but also for all humans in the
world until hereafter. It has been maintained from the authenticity and perfection
without any changes and addition at all. Moreover, Quran contains many histories
and emphasizes moral important of life.

Furthermore, communication is a process of interaction among someone
and several people, groups, organizations, or communities in creating and using
information to connect with others in the social environment. In general,
communication is carried out verbal or can use bodily gestures that are called
nonverbal communication and can be understood by one another.

According to Austin (1968), Commissive utterance is one of speech act that
commonly used, especially in illocutionary act to produce utterances in human
communication. There are several types of utterance that are included in
commissive utterances; those are promising, threatening, warning, offering,
refusing utterances (Searle, 1969). Commisive utterance is interesting to be
analyzed because it is mostly found in English translation of the Noble Quran. In
this research, we can know what the implication from promising, threatening,
warning, and many more about commissive utterances.

So, the researcher intends to analyze the secret of the Noble Quran,
especially in Surah Al-Wagi’ah. Surah Al-Wagqi’ah is a part of the Noble Quran
which consists of 96 verses. This Surah describe about the Occurrence (Wagqi’ah)
that is the names of the day of Resurrection. The researcher focuses on types and
politeness strategies of commissive utterance. Some phenomenon related to
commissive utterances in English translation of Surah Al-Wagqi’ah.

For example:
“These will be the nearest (to Allah). (Al-Wagi’ah: 11)
In the Gardens of Delight. (Al-Wagqgi’ah: 12)
A multitude of those will be from the first ones. (Al-Wagqgi’ah: 13)
And a few of those will be from the later ones”. (Al-Wagqi’ah: 14)




Through the verse 11-14 of Surah Al-Waqi’ah above, the meaning of those
verses above, Allah states that the foremost of the close believers are a multitude
among the earlier generations and a few from the latter generations who are on the
Gardens of pleasure, asserted that in the era of Islam began to emerge, until the
end of the day, many Muslims became experts in the heaven refer to Prophets and
true believers in the verse number 11-14. The utterances show the type of
Declarative in commissive utterances and Promising is the intention which is
used of those utterances.The current research of commissive utterance has been
done by many researchers, such as: Nourzad (2015), Ali Ahmed and Gunawan
(2018), Natkare (2015), Altikriti (2016), Al-Shaer (2013), Arlischa (2018),
Ichsanira (2018), Safriani (2016), Hening (2014), Muslihatun (2013). The
current researchers analyzed the types of J.L Austin and Politeness Strategy of
Brown and Levinson, some of which focus on the pragmatics function of locution,
illocution, perlocution acts of the speeches and most of researchers analyzed
about interpretation, implicature, function of locution, politeness and etc. The
researcher is describing the types and finding out the politeness strategies of the

commissive utterance in the Noble Qur’an Surah Al —Wagqi’ah.

2. METHOD

The type of this research is descriptive qualitative research. The researcher intends
to describe a linguistic phenomenon particularly in pragmatic theory of speech
act, because the researcher focuses on analyzing the commissive utterances in the
Noble Qur’an of Surah Al-Wagqi’ah. In describing the types of commissive
utterance in the Noble of Surah Al-Wagqi’ah, the researcher refers to the theory of
Leech (1983), and Searle (1969) theory related to the Intention of commissive
utterance in English translation of the Noble of Surah Al-Wagqi’ah.

In the technique of collecting data, the researcher uses observation and
documentation. Observation is collecting data by writing and reading. The
researcher examines the data in the form of commissive utterances in the English
translation of the Noble Qur’an of Surah Al-Wagqi’ah verse 1-96. The researcher

downloaded the Qur’an Tafsir by Ibnu Kathir from www.google.co.id.



http://www.google.co.id/

In collecting data, the researcher used documentation by selecting the
utterances. The first is finding the article of English translation in the Noble
Qur’an of Surah Al-Wagqi’ah based on the Qur’an Tafsir by Ibnu Katsir. Second,
Reading the English translation the Noble Qur’an of Surah Al-Wagqi’ah of Blog
Al-Mukhtashar Tafsir Ibnu Kathir 8.1 for many times in order to understand the
whole context of the verse. Third, the researcher analyzed the types and
politeness strategies of commissive utterances found in Surah Al-Waqi’ah. The
fourth, retyping the data which is indicated as the types and politeness strategies
of commissive utterances through Surah Al-Wagqi’ah in the transcript. Finally, the
researcher coded the commissive utterances of English translation of the Noble

Qur’an of Surah Al-Wagqi’ah.

3. FINDING AND DISCUSSION

The finding includes the types of commissive utterance in the Noble Qur’an of

Surah Al-Wagi’ah.
There are 16 data in this research of commissive utterance in the Noble of Surah

Al-Wagqi’ah. Commissive utterances are delivered in this summary.

Table 1. Types of Commissive Utterance

No Types Example of Data Number of Percentage
Verses
1 | Declarative | “These will be the nearest 14 87, 4%
(to_Allah). (Al-Wagi’ah:
11)

In__the Gardens of
Delight. (Al-Wagi’ah: 12)
A multitude of those will
be from the first ones.
(Al-Wagqi’ah: 13)

And a few of those will be
from the later ones”, (Al-

Wagqi’ah: 14)




Interrogative

“The companions of the
right - what are the
companions of the right?
(Al-Wagqi’ah:27)

6, 30%

Exclamatory

“And those on the left
how miserable will be
those on the left’.
(Al-Wagqi’ah:41)

6, 30%

TOTAL

16%

100%

Table 2. Intention of Commissive Utterance

No

Intention

Example of Data

Number of
Verses

Percentage

Promising

“These will be the nearest
(to Allah). (Al-Wagi’ah: 11)
In_the Gardens of Delight.
(Al-Wagi’ah: 12)

A multitude of those will be
from the first ones. (Al-
Wagi’ah: 13)

And a few of those will be
from the later ones”. (Al-

Wagi’ah: 14)

9

87, 4%

Warning

“Verily, before that, they
indulged in luxury, (Al-
Waqi’ah:45And were
persisting in great sin, (Al-
Wagqgi’ah:46)

And they used to say:
""When we die and become
dust and bones, shall we
then indeed be resurrected?
(Al-Wagqi’ah:47)

And also our forefathers™
(Al-Wagqi’ah:48)

Say: "'(Yes) verily, those of
old, and those of later times.
(Al-Wagqi’ah:49)

All will surely be gathered
together for appointed
meeting of a known Day”’.
(Al-Wagqi’ah:50)

6,30%




3 Threatening | "'Then verily, --- you the 6 6,30%
erring -- ones, the deniers!
(Al-Wagqi’ah:51)

You verily, will eat of the
trees of Zagqum. (Al-
Wagqi’ah:52)

Then you will fill your
bellies therewith'. (Al-
Wagi’ah:53)

“And drink the Hamim on
top of it, (Al-Wagi’ah:54)
And you will drink (that)
like Al-Him! (Al-
Wagi’ah:55)

That will be their
entertainment on the Day of

Recom Qense!
(Al-Wagqi’ah:56)

TOTAL 16 100%

In this part, the researcher draws the discussion of the findings that includes types
of the sentences based on Leech (1983) has provided 4 types of the sentences.
They are Declarative, Imperatives, Interrogatives, and Exclamatory. In another
theory, Searle (1969) has divided 5 intentions of commissive utterances. They are
Promising, Warning, Threatening, Vowing, and Refusing.

Based on the first table of findings, the researcher found the types of the
sentences in the Noble Qur’an of Surah Al-Waqi’ah that consist of 14 Declarative
87, 4%, 1 Interrogative 6,30%, and 1 Exclamatory 6,30%. It is from 4 types of
commissive utterances of Leech (1983) that consist of Declarative, Imperative,
Interrogative, and Exclamatory. It clearly decides that declarative is the dominant
type of the sentences. However, the researcher does not find imperative in the data
analysis. The second table shows that the intention of commissive utterance in the
Noble Qur’an of Surah Al-Waqi’ah consist of 9 promising 87,4%, 1 Warning
6,30%, and 6 threatening 6,30%. It is from 5 kinds of Intention of commissive
utterance of Searle (1969) that consist of Promising, Warning, Threatening,
Vowing, and Refusing. Finally, the dominant intention of the data analysis above

is Promising.




The result of this research; Firstly, there are three types of the sentences in
the Noble Qur’an of Surah Al-Wagqi’ah transcript including Declarative,
Interrogative, and Exclamatory. Secondly, the researcher also found three kinds of
Intention of commissive utterance including Promising, Warning, and
Threatening.

There are some differences compared to the previous research Leila
Nourzad (2015) analyzed “A Cross-Linguistic Analysis of English- Persian
Commissives and Directives in Of Mice and Men” found the study further
indicated that about 58.5% of the translation equivalents were located in third
level of translation quality and the translation equivalence, dynamic equivalents
outnumbered the formal ones, while regarding the directness shifts, and the
category between shifts outnumbered within shifts. Abdulkhaleq Ali Ahmed and
wawan Gunawan (2018) found the CPM Insha ‘Allah in teachers’ talk has
different illocutionary forces: commissives, assertive, directive, and expressive.

However, DR Balaji Natkare (2015) Analyzed about interpretations of
Commissive Speech Acts in Arthur Miller’s a View from the Bridge. Sahar
Altikriti (2016) investigated Persuasive Speech Acts in Barack Obama’s Inaugural
Speeches (2009, 2013) and The Last State of the Union Address (2016). Ibrahim
M.R. Al-Shaer (2013) examine how both English and Arabic realize certain
speech acts, mainly authoritative speech acts, promising and thanking. Arlischa
(2018) focused on commissive utterance of the Speech act used by Trump in
Saudi Arabia 2017 and the main purpose of Trump’s Speech is to tell the
participants about the information and promise from the problems in the Middle
East. Ichsanira (2018) found the speaker’s intention by saying that utterance in
Zootopia movie. Ulfa (2016) found find the types and politeness of commissive
utterance in Holy Quran chapter Joseph. Hening (2014) focused on the type and
the violation of Grice Maxim’s Cooperative Principles of commissive utterance.
And Muslihatun (2013) analyzed “A Pragmatic Analysis of Commissive
Utterance in The Wizard of Oz Movie Manuscript”.



4. CONCLUSION

Based on the result of data analysis, the researcher finds some conclusions as

follows:

1. The researcher found 3 types of the sentences, including: 14 of Declarative, 1
of Interrogative, and 1 of Exclamatory. The researcher found 3 types of
commissive utterance,

2. The researcher also found 3 intention of commissive utterance, including: 9 of

Promising, 1 of Warning, and 6 of Threatening.
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