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MOTTO 

 

Don’t depend too much on anyone in this world 

Because your own shadow will leave you  

When you are in the darkness 

-Ibnu Taimiyah- 
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Abstract 

This study has a purpose to examine children's views on parents’ divorce in Nicholas 

Sparks's The Last Song, the relations and the condition of society is the author’s 

reason to describes about divorce in his novel. In examining The Last Song, this 

study uses an approach  that was coined by Wellek and Warren (1949) with three 

perspectives on sociology of literature called sociological approach. The childrens’ 

view depicted in The Last Song is influenced by several factors such as 

communication and also the parents' life choices. The results of these factors give 

rise to the impact of behavior on children which ultimately determines the views of 

children. By examining the author's biographical background—including the 

condition of the community in his environment, where California is the domicile of 

the author. It has a high record of divorce cases. Therefore, The Last Song was 

written with the intention of describing the condition of the people of California at 

that time. The results showed that The Last Song gave a very clear description of the 

children’s view toward their parents' divorce which was divided into 2 as positive 

and negative reactions. 

Keyword: children’s view, divorce, sosiological approach, United States 
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Abstrak 

Penelitian ini memiliki tujuan untuk meneliti pandangan anak terhadap perceraian 

orangtuanyan pada The Last Song karya Nicholas Sparks, hubungan dengan kondisi 

masyarakat dan alasan penulis menggambarkan perceraian di novelnya. Dalam 

meneliti The Last Song,  penelitian ini menggunakan sebuah pendekatan yang 

dicetuskan oleh Wellek dan Warren (1949) dengan tiga perspektif sosiologi literatur 

disebut pendekatan sosiologi. Pandangan anak yang tergambar pada The Last Song 

dipengaruhi oleh beberapa faktor seperti komunikasi dan juga pilihan hidup 

orangtua. Hasil dari faktor tersebut memunculkan dampak prilaku pada anak yang 

akhirnya menentukan pandangan anak. Dengan memeriksa latar belakang biografis 

penulis—termasuk kondisi masyarakat di lingkungannya, di mana California adalah 

tempat tinggal penulis. Kalifornia memiliki catatan kasus perceraian yang tinggi. 

Jadi, The Last Song ditulis dengan maksud menggambarkan kondisi masyarakat 

Kalifornia pada saat itu. Hasilnya menunjukkan bahwa The Last Song memberikan 

gambaran yang sangat jelas tentang pandangan anak-anak terhadap perceraian orang 

tua mereka yang terbagi menjadi 2. sebagai reaksi positif dan negatif. 

Kata Kunci: pandangan anak, peceraian, pendekatan sosiologi, United States 
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