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VOCABULARY LEARNING STRATEGY USED BY ENGLISH 

GOOD ACHIEVERS: A CASE STUDY IN SMP 

MUHAMMADIYAH 1 SURAKARTA 

 

Abstrak 

 

Penelitian ini dilakukan untuk mengetahui strategi pembelajaran kosakata Bahasa 

Inggris yang digunakan oleh siswa berprestasi di kelas VII Program Khusus 1 

SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta. Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah 

menggambarkan jenis strategi pembelajaran kosakata metakognitif, cognitive, dan 

socioafektif yang digunakan oleh siswa dan realisasi strategi ini dalam praktik. 

Penelitian ini menggunakan penelitian kualitatif deskriptif  dalam bentuk studi 

kasus. Subyek dari penelitian ini adalah siswa kelas VII Program Khusus 1  SMP 

Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta pada tahun akademik 2018/2019 yang memiliki 

kemampuan yang baik dalam berbahasa Inggris. Mereka adalah 3 siswa laki-laki 

dan 3 siswa perempuan. Teknik pengumpulan data pada penelitian ini adalah 

kuesioner dan wawancara. Hasil penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa siswa 

menggunakan 3 strategi pembelajaran kosakata yaitu strategi metakognitif, 

kognitif dan sosioafektif.  

 

 

Kata kunci: strategi siswa, strategi pembelajaran, strategi pembelajaran kosakata 

 

Abstract 

 

This research was conducted to investigate English vocabulary learning strategy 

used by good achievers in seventh-grade Special Program 1 of SMP 

Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta. The objectives of this study were to describe the 

type of metacognitive, cognitive, and socioaffective strategies and realization 

these strategies in practice. The study used descriptive qualitative research in the 

form of case study. The subject of this study was the seventh-grade students 

Special Program 1 of SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta 2018/2019 academic year 

who had good score in English. There were 3 males and 3 females. The technique 

of collecting data in this research was questionnaire and interview. The result of 

the study showed that the students used 3 vocabulary learning strategies, namely; 

metacognitive, cognitive, and socioaffective strategy. 
 

Keywords: student strategy, learning strategy, vocabulary learning strategy 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Learning English is one of the most important parts of the social environment. It 

is used as a tool to communicate with others by using English in our daily life, it 

can be defined as communication as a human being. English is also one of 

languages to connect all of the people in the world. Learning English is 
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meaningful in educational development because English in Indonesia is the 

obligatory lesson at every level of school. 

In Indonesia, learning English is started from Elementary School but more 

focused on Junior High School. In Junior High School many lessons learned by 

students. For example, students should learn about vocabulary, grammar, 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 

Actually, the center point for mastering English skill is vocabulary. on 

Krashen and Terrel (1983) elaborated that vocabulary is the basic knowledge for 

beginners in learning English and knowing English. Nation (2001:9) states that is 

true that learning vocabulary is one of the most challenging tasks of any language 

which is why there is a need to equip learners with the strategies which can tackle 

this issue. But students learning English seem to have difficulties to communicate 

with other people in English. They don’t know how to write or how to say the 

grammatical structure of word and sentence in English because vocabularies are 

limited. 

The researcher observed vocabulary learning strategies used in SMP 

Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta because learning vocabulary is very important. The 

vocabulary learning process in his school is very enjoyable because the students 

use many strategies in the learning process such as watching movie, listening 

English song, game of vocabulary and others. Students can receive the learning 

process very well and always give feedback to the teacher. The question and 

answer process also can be done very well by students and teacher. 

There were some studies that support this research about vocabulary learning 

strategy. The first research conducted by Marttinen (2008). This study focuses on 

the learning strategies L1 Finnish students of upper secondary school use when 

studying English as their first foreign language to describe the vocabulary learning 

strategy use of upper secondary school students. Marttinen (2008) found that 

gender has an impact on the strategy used by the students. Based on the analysis 

of the data, the result of this study showed that the females and males student used 

different vocabulary learning strategy. Females used memory strategies more 
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often than males and males used metacognitive strategies more often than 

females. 

Asgari (2010) conducted his study was an attempt to examine the use of 

vocabulary learning strategies (VLS) by Malaysian ESL students at University-

level to better understand the ways that they applied to learn new words in 

English. In qualitative research design that used open-ended interview, the 

students showed that they are not aware of most of the vocabulary strategies 

mentioned in the present study. On the other hand, they are usually using 

vocabulary learning strategies in either a medium or low frequency. The finding 

of this study indicates that ESL Malaysian students used determination, cognitive, 

social and metacognitive strategies which are the most common strategies are 

employed comprehensively by participants. All students used at least one of the 

most popular strategies such as using the monolingual dictionary, guessing from 

the context, and learning through the English language media. 

The other previous study was from Nirattisai’s (2014).The study was done to 

study the vocabulary learning strategies employed by Thai university students. 

From the analyzing the data, the result of this study is (1) The most frequently 

used strategies were determination strategies, followed by metacognitive 

strategies, memory strategies, cognitive strategies, and social strategies, 

respectively. Among 39 vocabulary learning strategies, the subjects highly used 2 

strategies, moderately used 18 strategies, and slightly used 19 strategies, (2) 

overall use of vocabulary learning strategies was moderately correlated with the 

subjects’ vocabulary size. Seventeen out of 39 vocabulary learning strategies were 

correlated with vocabulary size at a moderate level while the rest of the strategy 

items at a low level. 

Next, a study from Goundar (2015) the aim of this study to investigate the 

usage of different vocabulary learning strategies among adult English as a foreign 

language learners, to explore the various vocabulary learning strategies and find 

the benefits and drawbacks associated with each strategy, to find the most 

frequently and least frequently used vocabulary learning strategies (VLSs) by 

learners who have completed the language program and those who are continuing 
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the course, to find out the effective strategies that could be used in teaching 

vocabulary to students and to improve the difficulties encountered in learning 

vocabulary. The result of the study shows that the strategies most frequently used 

by English as a Foreign Language (EFL) learners in this research were repetition, 

memorization, dictionary strategies, use of translation and using background 

knowledge and experience in order to guess. 

Gusti (2016) study aimed to identify vocabulary learning strategies differed 

across school levels, gender, and ability groups as indicated by their English 

grades of secondary school students in Salatiga. The results of the vocabulary 

learning strategies used by students are cognitive, metacognitive, memory, and 

determination strategy. Next, the comparisons of strategies by gender, ability level 

are presented. Finally, the comparison of strategy types by school level is 

reported. 

Goundar’s work (2019) has 3 aimed there are to explore the use of different 

vocabulary learning strategies among adult English as foreign language learners, 

to select the most frequently and least frequently used VLSs by learners who have 

completed the language program and those who are continuing the course, and to 

find effective strategies that could be used in teaching vocabulary to student. The 

findings of the data illustrated that the strategies most frequently used by EFL 

learners in this research were repetition, memorization, dictionary strategies, use 

of translation and using background knowledge and experience in order to 

increase their vocabulary. 

In this study, the writer uses some theories related to the previous study in 

order to support the data of the research. There are Definition of Word, Notion of 

Knowing Word, Language Learning Strategy (LLs), Vocabulary Learning 

Strategies, and Classification of LLS (Language Learning Strategy) by O’Malley 

Taxonomy. 

There are differences and similarities between this study and the previous 

studies. The differences lay on the objectives of the study, subject of the study, the 

object of the study, setting of the study, method of collecting data and techniques 

for analyzing data. The subject of the study is the seventh-grade students of 
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Special Program 1 SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta who has good English score 

in the class. They are three males and three females. The object of the study is the 

information about the analysis of vocabulary learning strategies used by students. 

The setting of the study is at SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta. The data is 

collected through questionnaire and interview analysis. The technique for 

analyzing data is descriptive qualitative which is description and classification 

based on O’Malley Taxonomy. The similarity lays on the focus of the study, 

namely vocabulary learning strategy used by the students. More specific the aims 

of this study are (1) to describe the types of metacognitive vocabulary learning 

strategy, (2) to describe the cognitive vocabulary learning strategies, (3) to 

describe the socioaffective vocabulary learning strategies used by students and 

realization of these strategies in practice. 

2. METHOD 

The research used descriptive qualitative research in the form of a case study. In 

this case study, the researcher tried to examine six participants there were three 

females and three males. In this research, the researcher investigated of 

vocabulary learning strategy used by English good achiever in seventh-grade 

students of Special Program 1 SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta 2018/2019 

academic year. The object in the research was the researcher focuses on the 

analysis of vocabulary learning strategies used by students. The researcher used 

only 6 students they are 3 males and 3 females that have good score in English 

lesson in seventh-grade Special Program 1 SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta as 

the subject of this research. The data of the research was the information about 

vocabulary learning strategy used by the students with good English score in the 

class. Method of collecting data was questionnaire and interview. The researcher 

was analysed the data with the classification of vocabulary learning strategy by 

O’Malley Taxonomy there were metacognitive strategies, cognitive strategies, and 

socioaffective strategies. 
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3. FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

3.1 Finding  

The writer presents research findings, they are: (1) The Metacognitive 

Vocabulary Learning Strategies Used by Students and Realized in 

Practice, (2) The Cognitive Vocabulary Learning Strategies Used by 

Students and Realized in Practice, and (3) The Socioaffective Vocabulary 

Learning Strategies Used by Students and Realized in Practice. 

3.1.1 The Metacognitive Vocabulary Learning Strategies Used by 

Students and Realized in Practice. 

The students at seventh-grade Special Program 1 SMP 

Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta used all of the metacognitive 

strategies in learning English vocabulary. Based on the result of the 

study, the writer found some strategies used by students. Eight sub-

categories of metacognitive strategy used by the students with 

percentage: Advance Organizers (100,0%), Directed Attention 

(100,0%), Selective Attention (66,7%), Self-management (16,7%), 

Functional Planning (66,7%), Self-monitoring (66,7%), Delayed 

Production (50,0%), and Self-evaluation (16,7%). The most 

popular of the strategies used by the students was indicated by 

percentage of 100,0%. In metacognitive strategy, there are two 

strategies that have percentage 100% namely Advance Organizers 

and Directed Attention. Advance Organizers is information that 

presented prior to learning and that can be used by the learner to 

organize and interpret new incoming information (Mayer,2003). To 

support this finding, the writer showed in the following statements: 

“Saya membuat ringkasan dalam memahami kosakata dalam 

Bahasa Inggris karena membuat ringkasan dapat mempermudah 

proses menghafal kosakata saya.” (Questionnaire Respondent 2) 

 

“I made a summary in order to understand English vocabulary, 

because making a summary could memorize my vocabulary 

easier.” (Questionnaire Respondent 2) 
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The students make a summary to make the learning process easier. 

They can easily memorize the vocabulary that founded by making 

a summary or scheme. So, if they forget the vocabulary they can 

look at the summaries or schemes that have been made before. 

Next, directed attention is the most popular one. Directed 

attention is deciding in advance to attend in general to the 

vocabulary task and ignore irrelevant distractors; maintaining 

attention while vocabulary. To support this finding, the writer 

showed in the following statements: 

“Meski dalam keadaan ramai tetap bisa memahami kosakata 

bahasa inggris karena saya memperhatikan guru.” (Interview with 

Respondent 01) 

 

“Even though the situation was crowded, I can still understand 

English vocabulary because I pay attention to the teacher. “ 

(Interview with Respondent 01) 

 

The students always focus on the materials which are derived by 

the teacher. The training for directed attention emphasized student 

control over their attention while English vocabulary. Students that 

told vocabulary to a foreign language were more difficult than 

vocabulary to their native language, so they had to pay close 

attention to the task. So, the students can understand English 

vocabulary very well.  

Table 1. Result of The Questionnaire about Metacognitive Vocabulary 

Learning Strategies 

 

No 
Learning 

Strategies 
Indicator 

Subject of the 

Student Sum 
Yes 

(%) 

No 

(%) 
Average 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

1 Metacogniti

ve 

Advance 

Organizers 

1 1 1 1 1 1 6 100,0 0,0 60,4 

2 Directed 

Attention 

1 1 1 1 1 1 6 100,0 0,0 

3 Selective 

Attention 

0 1 1 1 1 0 4 66,7 33,3 
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No 
Learning 

Strategies 
Indicator 

Subject of the 

Student Sum 
Yes 

(%) 

No 

(%) 
Average 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

4 Self-

Management 

0 0 0 0 1 0 1 16,7 83,3 

5 Functional 

Planning 

1 0 0 1 1 1 4 66,7 33,3 

6 Self-

Monitoring 

0 1 1 1 1 0 4 66,7 33,3 

7 Delayed 

Production 

0 1 0 1 0 1 3 50,0 50,0 

8 Self 

Evaluation 

0 0 0 0 1 0 1 17,7 83,3 

 

NOTE: 

0 : NO 1: YES 

 

3.1.2 The Cognitive Vocabulary Learning Strategies Used by Students 

and Realized in Practice. 

Cognitive strategy has thirteen sub-categories strategies. The 

participants of this study used all of the sub-categories. Thirteen 

sub-categories by cognitive strategies namely: Repetition (83,3%), 

Resourcing (83,3%), Translation (83,3%), Grouping (16,7%), Note 

Taking (100,0%), Deduction (16,7%), Recombination (66,7%), 

Imagery (50,0%), Keyword (100,0%), Contextualization (66,7%), 

Elaboration (83,3%), Transfer (83,3%), and Inference (100,0%). In 

cognitive strategy there are three strategies that used by all of the 

participants (100,0%) namely Note Taking, Keyword, and 

Inference. 

The first is Note Taking. The students write down the 

keywords or concepts in abbreviated verbal, graphics, or numerical 

form while vocabulary or reading. For example, the students 

prepare a book to catch all materials while the vocabulary section. 

The statement can be supported with this finding as follow: 
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“Saya selalu mencatat kosakata yang belum saya ketahui artinya 

karena saya akan mencari artinya dirumah menggunakan google 

translate atau bertanya kepada kakak.” (Questionnaire 

Respondent No.02) 

 

“I always take notes the English vocabulary that I didn’t know the 

meaning, because I am looking for the meaning from Google 

translate at home or asking my brother.” (Questionnaire 

Respondent No.02) 

 

According to the result, the researcher concluded that the students 

applied the Note Taking learning strategy in mastering their 

vocabulary mastery by writing the points or something important 

about the materials such as making a chart of concept that will be 

developed. 

Second, the favorite strategy used by students is Keyword. 

The main point of the keyword is remembering a new word in the 

second language by identifying a familiar word in the first 

language that sounds like or otherwise resembles the new word and 

generating easily recalled images of some relationship between the 

new word and the familiar word. The statement can be supported 

with this finding as follow: 

“Saya selalu mengingat kosakata baru yang saya temui kemudian 

saya mencari artinya di kamus bahasa Inggris.” (Questionnaire 

Respondent No. 05) 

 

“I always remember the new vocabulary which I met and then 

searching for the meaning in English dictionary.” (Questionnaire 

Respondent No. 05) 

 

According to the result, the writer concludes that the students 

preparing the keywords of what they are going to remember. 

Keyword strategy helped the students in adding their vocabulary to 

support them in mastering vocabulary. 

The third favorite strategy used by students is Inference. 

Inference is using available information to guess the meaning of 
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the new item, predict outcomes, or fill in the missing information. 

The statement from the student that can support the finding as 

follow: 

“Saya selalu menebak arti kata/kalimat untuk memahami sebuah 

teks bahasa Inggris karena mungkin arti kosakata yang saya tebak 

ada benarnya juga.” (Questionnaire Respondent No. 02) 

 

“I always guess the meaning of words or sentences to understand 

an English text because it might be true about the meaning of 

vocabulary.” (Questionnaire Respondent No. 02) 

 

The students applied the inference strategy in mastering their 

vocabulary mastery by guessing the meaning from the context of 

the sentences, because it makes enjoyable in learning English. 

Table 2. Result of The Questionnaire about Cognitive Vocabulary 

Learning Strategies 

 

No Learning 

Strategies 

Indicator Subject of the 

Student 

Sum Yes 

(%) 

No 

(%) 

Average 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

1 Cognitive Repetition 1 1 1 1 0 1 5 83,3 16,7 71,8 

2 Resourcing 1 0 1 1 1 1 5 83,3 16,7 

3 Translation 1 0 1 1 1 1 5 83,3 16,7 

4 Grouping  0 0 0 0 0 1 1 16,7 83,3 

5 Note Taking 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 100,0 0,0 

6 Deduction  0 0 1 0 0 0 1 16,7 83,3 

7 Recombinatio

n 

0 1 1 0 1 1 4 66,7 33,3 

8 Imagery  0 1 1 0 0 1 3 50,0 50,0 

9 Keyword  1 1 1 1 1 1 6 100,0 0,0 

10 Contextualizat

ion  

0 0 1 1 1 1 4 66,7 33,3 

11 Elaboration  1 0 1 1 1 1 5 83,3 16,7 

12 Transfer  1 0 1 1 1 1 5 83,3 16,7 

13 Inferencing  1 1 1 1 1 1 6 100,0 0,0 

 

NOTE: 

0 : NO 1: YES 
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3.1.3 The Socioaffective Vocabulary Learning Strategies Used by 

Students and Realized in Practice. 

From the questionnaire and interview result, the students used 

socioaffective strategy that has two sub-categories namely 

Cooperation (33,3%) and Question for Clarification (100,%). The 

most favorite strategy of socioaffective strategy used by students is 

Question for Clarification. This is proven by a percentage of 

100,0%, which mean the all of participants use this strategy. 

Question for clarification is eliciting or asking from a teacher 

or peer additional explanation, rephrasing, or examples about 

language learning difficulties. For example, the students ask the 

correct answer about vocabulary to their friends or private teacher. 

The statement can be supported with this finding as follow: 

“Saya selalu bertanya kepada guru atau teman ketika tidak 

mengerti arti kosakata agar saya mendapatkan arti yang lebih 

banyak dari berbagai sumber.” (Questionnaire Respondent No. 

03) 

 

“I always ask the teacher or friends when I don’t understand the 

meaning of vocabulary in order to get more the meaning from 

various sources.” (Questionnaire Respondent No. 03) 

 

The students are active to ask about vocabulary materials to the 

teacher and friends in the classroom. Question for clarification 

strategy is appropriate to help students in clarifying the vocabulary 

that they do not understand. 
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Table 3. Result of The Questionnaire about Socioaffective  

Vocabulary Learning Strategies 

 

No Learning 

Strategies 

Indicator Subject of the 

Student 

Sum Yes 

(%) 

No 

(%) 

Average 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

1 Socioaffective Cooperation 0 0 1 0 0 1 2 33,3 66,7 66,7 

2 Question for 

Clarification 

1 1 1 1 1 1 6 100,0 00,0 

 

NOTE: 

0 : NO 1: YES 

  

3.2 Discussion 

The researcher discusses the research finding related to the research 

questions which is compared the finding of the previous research. The 

researcher also discusses the theory and the research finding whether both 

have similarities and differences or not.  

3.2.1 The Type of Metacognitive Vocabulary Learning Strategies used 

by Students 

The finding of this study showed the students used the strategy to 

understand English vocabulary. This strategy has 8 sub-categories 

and all of the sub-categories of metacognitive vocabulary learning 

strategy choose by the students with  percentage : Advance 

Organizers (100,0%), Directed Attention (100,0%), Selective 

Attention (66,7%), Self Management (16,7%), Functional Planning 

(66,7%), Self Monitoring (66,7%), Delayed Production (50,0%), 

and Self Evaluation (16,7%). The result of this study was relevant 

to the theory of O’Malley Taxonomy in metacognitive strategy 

because the participants used all of the sub-categories of 

metacognitive strategy. 

Meanwhile, the finding of this research not relevant to the 

finding of some previous study there are  Marttinen (2008), Asgari 
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(2010), Nirattisai (2014), Goundar (2015), Gusti (2016), and 

Goundar (2019). This research finding was not relevant because 

almost all of the participants of some previous study were an adult 

and university students but in the current study, the participants are 

the students of seventh-grade of SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta 

especially Special Program 1. It is indicated that adult and 

University students more creative about mastering the vocabulary. 

3.2.2 The Type of Cognitive Vocabulary Learning Strategies used by 

Students 

In this study, the result of the research showed that the participants 

use all of the sub-categories of cognitive strategies. More details 

are shown in percentages below: Repetition (83,3%), Resourcing 

(83,3%), Translation (83,3%), Grouping (16,7%), Note taking 

(100,0%), Deduction (16,7%), Recombination (66,7%), Imagery 

(50,0%), Keyword (100,0%), Contextualization (66,7%), 

Elaboration (83,3%), Transfer (83,3%), and Inference (100,0%). 

The result of this study was in agreement with the theory of 

cognitive strategies by O’Malley Taxonomy because all of the 

participants use this strategy to mastering the vocabulary.  

The finding of this study was in line with the finding of some 

previous study. There are Marttinen (2008) and Goundar (2019). In 

Marttinen’s study, the participants use only one of sub-categories 

of cognitive strategy which is Repetition. Repetition in the 

Marttinen’s study was the most common strategies that are used 

widely and almost all of the students used. At least, it’s one of the 

most popular strategies. It’s showed in percentage Writing 

repetition (38%) and Reading repetition (56%). While repetition in 

this study was 83,3%. It’s mean that almost all of the students used 

this strategy. In Gounder’s study, there are 3 sub-categories of the 

cognitive strategy used by the participants. There is Repetition 

(89%), Translation (62%), and Note taking (58%). 
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3.2.3 The Type of Socioaffective Vocabulary Learning Strategies used 

by Students 

The finding of this study showed that the participants used all of 

the socioaffective sub-categories proposed by O’Malley 

Taxonomy. Cooperation and Question for clarification are the sub-

categories of the socioaffective strategy. The result showed the 

percentages of Cooperation (33,3%) and Question for clarification 

(100,0%). It is proven that the finding of this study in line with the 

theory by O’Malley Taxonomy. 

On the other hand, the finding of the study was not relevant to 

some finding of the previous study. There is study by Marttinen 

(2008), Asgari (2010), Nirattisai (2014), Gounder (2015), Gusti 

(2016), and Goundar (2019). The finding of this study not relevant 

to the finding of some previous study because less of knowledge 

about English vocabulary from each student. The participants of 

this study still needed guidance in learning English vocabulary 

starts with the teacher and the people around the students. 

Whereas, the participants of some previous studies understood 

more about English vocabulary because they were at the adult and 

students of University so that they used more different strategies. 

The strategy of vocabulary was more than Junior High School 

students. 

4. CONCLUSION 

Based on the analysis of research findings and the discussion, the writer illustrates 

a conclusion about types of vocabulary learning strategies used by English good 

achiever in seventh-grade of Special Program 1 SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta 

2018/2019 academic year. There are three types of vocabulary learning strategies 

used by students such as Metacognitive, Cognitive, and Socioaffective strategies. 

Advance Organizers and Directed Attention are the most popular 

metacognitive strategy used by students with percentage of 100,0%. In cognitive 

strategy, Note Taking, Keyword, and Inference were the most popular with 
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percentage of 100,0%. Next, Socioaffective strategy had only one popular strategy 

that is Question for Clarification with percentages 100,0%. 

Based on the finding of this research, the researcher concludes that all of 

English good achiever in seventh-grade of Special Program 1 SMP 

Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta used all types of vocabulary learning strategy. All 

types used by the students can make students master the vocabularies. The 

students used the strategies also can make them more enjoyable in teaching 

English vocabulary process. So, the students understand English vocabulary and 

make them more concentrate in the learning process easier.   
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