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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Study 

Language is used by humans to communicate and interact to convey a message 

among people. Language has a very important role for one's life. Without a language, 

ones will be difficult to convey a message to others.  

Language has a variety of diversity which is usually influenced by society in an 

area. This can be influential in the language differences that are carried out by people 

from various communities in society. There is not only difference in language that 

occurs in s. Even the language delivered by men and women is also different. 

When talking about men and women about the similarities and differences 

between men and women of course the most important thing is about sex and gender. 

Both of these have almost the same perception. According to Coates (1986: 108) 

"Gender" is the term used to describe socially constructed. The differentiation of 

roles, norms, and expectations in all societies is categorized that serves as a 

fundamental basis sex. Which sex is a biological concept based on biological 

characteristics. Sex is seen in terms of physical both men and women.  

The female voice usually has different characteristics from the male voice, and 

often females and males exhibit different ranges of verbal skills. They also mature 

more rapidly and live longer (Wardhaugh, 2002: 316). But not only in terms of 

physical and in terms of role also there are the difference between women and men. 

In terms of language used also experience differences. 

Researches on language differences between men and women had been carried 

out since a long time ago, which in fact there are several aspects that make the 

difference between the language delivered by a men and women.  
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Coates (2004) mention the characteristic of men and women language. According 

to Coates, in conversations between fellow women, they will use more hedging than 

the conversation between men. This happens because of a woman's conversation that 

is often discussed with feelings and the things that more sensitively, while men talk to 

men the content categories focused on sport, travel and affair, (Coates, 2004:128).  

Tannen (1990:10) stated that women tend to focus on intimacy and men on the 

independence. These differences can give women and men differing views. Many 

women feel that consult to the partners at every run is a natural, while men 

automatically make the decision without consulting their partners. 

Folk linguistic belief that men swear more than women and use more taboo words 

is widespread. Taboo words commonly spoken by men, such as: fuck, damn, suck, 

shit, etc .But it’s different with women,  Lakoff (1975) claimed that while men use 

stronger expletives, women use politer versions such as ‘Goodness’ and ‘oh dear’, 

Coates (2004:97). 

For instance, the below is conversation from “The Best of Me” movie, the 

conversation between Amanda and Frank, which is Amanda was angry to Frank 

because she was ignored by him.  

Amanda  : Can I talk to you ? 

Frank  : Nothing is where I left it. 

Amanda  : Jesus Frank. 

Frank : What ? What do you want to talk about ? 

Amanda : Us. 

  

The conversation above is type of characteristic women language that is 

swearing. Amanda delivered swearing word when she wanted to talk about important 

things about her marriage to Frank. She said "Jesus Frank" in the third line.  Amanda 

was upset because Frank ignored her when Amanda spoke. The swear word that is 
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delivered by Amanda is a kind of religious swearing word, because it calls the name 

of the Lord Jesus. 

The reason of Amanda using the typical language is to express her frustration at 

being ignored by frank when she wanted to talk about important things. The function 

of swearing word that was delivered by Amanda is cathartic swearing. Cathartic 

swearing is a type of function swearing when a person get hurt or feel bed. In the 

conversation above, Amanda was hurt because she was ignored by Frank. 

Studying the characteristic of men and women language is very good to be 

applied to everyday life, because in our daily lives we will not be separated from 

communication with men and women. So by learning the characteristics of language 

between men and women will provide more understanding in communicating. That is 

the reason the authors are very interested in conducting research on characterizing 

men and women language. 

In communicating there must be certain reasons that make a reference to why the 

person issued the word. With knowing the reason for a men and women when 

speaking will make the conversation better and can avoid miscommunication or 

misunderstanding with each other.  

According to the information mentioned by the writer above that a men has a 

characteristic of differences with women when speaking or expressing their language. 

In this case the researcher intents to anlyzed a movie to find out the characteristic 

between men and women language. Movie as a representative language is used in this 

study. In this study the author discusses the analysis of male and female languages in 

movies. The title of a movie is The best of Me. The Best of Me is romantic movie. 

The movie tells the story of love between Dawson Cole, played by James Marsden 

and Amanda Collier, played by Michelle Monaghan.  



4 
 

 
 

The studies about characterizing men and women language have been conducted 

by many previous researchers. Such as: Azmi, N.J, et.al (2016), Pascarina, H (2014), 

Juwita, et.al (2018), Aini (2016), Santi (2008). Both of them used gender differences 

as the object of the study.  

The reason why the researcher choose the movie as a data source besides the 

conversation between the characters in the movie also make it easier for the writer to 

see the expressions of the characters in the movie. It will make it easier for 

researchers to analyze data. The researcher also chose The Best of Me movie because 

most of the movies tell romantic stories between male and female characters. So that 

it is in accordance with the author's aim to examine the differences in language 

related to gender contained in this movie. 

Based on the phenomenon above, the writer wants to analyze the language 

differences between the characters in The Best of Me movie, lastly the writer decides 

to do research entitled “Characterizing men and women Language in the Best of Me 

movie”.  

 

B.   Problem Statement 

Based on the phenomena mentioned on the background of this study, the writer 

formulated the following problems. 

1. What are the characteristics of language of men and women used in The Best 

of Me movie? 

2. What are the reasons of men and women use the typical expression in The 

Best of Me movie? 

 

 

 



5 
 

 
 

C. Objective of the Study  

Based on the problems statements above, the writer formulates the objective of 

the study in the following. 

1. To explain the characteristics of language of men and women used in The 

Best of Me movie.  

2. To describe the reasons of men and women use the typical expression in The 

Best of Me movie.  

D. Benefit of the Study 

From this research, the writer hopes that this study has the benefits that are 

divided into theoretical and practical benefits, they are as follows. 

1. Theoretical benefits 

 Based on the background of the study, the writer hopes this research 

will give a meaningful contribution to the sociolinguistics study and 

enlarge the view of the students of English Department, in particular and 

for the sociolinguistic observes in general.  

2. Practical benefits 

a. For students  

The research can be used for students to be the references or material 

which is related the sociolinguistic study especially with the topic 

gender and language.  

 

 

 



6 
 

 
 

b. For Teacher  

The findings of this research can be useful for addition and 

suggestion. It can be applied by the teachers in teaching in 

sociolinguistic study especially in gender and language. 

c. For Lecturer 

The research can be used for the lecturer to be a course material 

that can be submitted to the students and also can be used as a 

reference to serve as a material to conduct research, especially in the 

study program sociolinguistic with the topic gender and language. 

 

 




