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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Communication is a process of linguistics system which is used to 

transfer, implement, and exchange information. Wood (2004) proposed that 

communication is a process of system in which individuals interact with and 

through the symbols to create and to interpret meanings. Communication can 

be existed in the form of verbal and nonverbal communication. There will be 

at least two parts to reach the goal of communication; the sender and the 

receiver. Both of the sender and the receiver can reach a successful 

communication if they are able to deliver and to understand ideas, messages, 

desires, and feelings of each other. So, the intention of utterance which is 

being uttered can be understood well. One of the ways can be used to analyze 

the intention of utterance in communication is speech act study.      

According to Austin in Laurence and Ward (2004: 54) speech act 

theory is “How to do things with word”. It means that actually, language is not 

only used to describe and to inform things, but it is also often used to “do 

things” or to “perform acts.”  Austin (1962) has stated in his book “How to 

do things with word” that there are three kinds of speech act; Locutionary, 

illocutionary, and perlocutionary act. ‘Locution’ is speakers’ act in saying 

something. It involved the construction of speech uttered by the speaker in 

uttering something which means that the speaker does not mean anything but 

the utterance itself. Different from locution, illocution is the act done in 
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speaking and performed in typical utterance which has particular illocutionary 

force. It explains the speakers’ intention while uttering utterances in 

communication. Meanwhile, perlocution is the act that performs the 

consequence of the speaker in producing the utterance. In the other word, it 

means that the utterance caused the effect intended to the hearer or others in 

communication. From these kinds of speech act, the researcher only takes the 

focus on illocutionary aspect in doing this research which related to the 

analysis of utterances.   

Searle proposes in Yule (1996: 54) that there are five classification of 

of speech act, one of them is commissive. According to Yule (1996: 54) 

“Commissive utterances are those kinds of speech act that used by speakers to 

commit themselves to do some future actions.” In using these utterances, the 

speaker attempts to assure the listener toward some future actions that He/she 

will do in the future. Commissive utterances usually applied by speakers in 

some conditions while conveying their ideas, such as promises, threats, 

refusals, pledges, etc. For example: “I will not do that anymore.” This is the 

commissive utterance which shows the expression of promising which intends 

that the speaker attempts to commit Him/her self not to do the same mistake 

(Yule, 1996:  54).    

In this study, the writer deals with analyzing speech act in commissive 

utterances of one chapter in quran, it is surah Ali Imran. Ali Imran is the third 

chapther of quran that can be found in part 3 with 200 verses. It was revealed 

after Prophet Muhammad Shallallohu ‘alaihi wasallam hijrah from mecca to 

medina, so it is classified as Madaniyyah surah. The meaning of surah Ali 
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Imran is “The Family of Imran” which contained great valuable messages or 

rules delivered by Allah for all of his servants in this world. Ali Imran is one 

of the longest surah in Quran after surah Al-Baqarah. The writer chooses this 

surah as her object of this research because she is really interested in studying 

this surah. On the other hand, there are found many commissive utterances 

contained in surah Ali Imran, such as promises, threats, warnings, etc. 

Quran is the moslem’s holy scriptures revealed by Allah to the last 

prophet Muhammad through Jibril to be sent down for all human in this world. 

Allah has communicated His greatness and His love to all of His servants by 

Quran. It is the instructions’ book for each moslem contains instructions, 

threats, promises, guidance, advices, offerings, warnings, etc delivered by 

Allah for all of His servants in this world. No doubt that it is very important 

for each of us to understand the real intention of meaning contained in Quran 

well.  

 There may be some Moslems read the holy Quran without 

understanding its’ messages, and it’s very unfortunate. Moslems must 

understand the deep messages of Quran so that they can be guided in their life. 

Therefore, by studying the speech act analysis of commissive utterances found 

in surah Ali Imran, hoped that Moslems can get the right understanding of the 

real meaning intention contained in surah Ali Imran. 

The reasons why this research becomes really important to be studied 

are that the result of this research can enrich speech act theory of commissive 

utterance in English translation of surah Ali Imran. On the other hand, this 

study can enrich knowledge about the intention of commissive utterances 
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found in English translation of Surah Ali Imran.    So, that’s all the writer’s 

reasons in arguing why this topic is really important to be studied. 

In analyzing this research, there will be phenomena found in the data 

source as the evidence of this research that there are so many deep messages 

delivered by Allah for all of his servants contained in Surah Ali Imran. The 

writer found that there are many commissive utterances found in Surah Ali 

Imran. Below is one of the analysis examples on commissive utterance found 

in Surah Ali Imran: 56. 

“As to those who disbelieve, I will punish them with a severe torment in 

this world and the Hereafter, and they will have no helpers.” This ayah 

involves commissive utterance that shows threatening expression. In this ayah, 

the speaker (Allah Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala) intends to threat disbelievers from 

people of the book they are Jews who deny al-Masih and Christian who are 

excessive toward Al-Masih that they will get punishment in this world and the 

Hereafter. In the world, Allah will give them punishment in the world with 

murder, being held captive, their property will be taken away, and their power 

will be revoked. On the other hand, Allah will also give them severe torment 

and there is no one can help them from Allah’s punishment.  

 From the example above it is clear that there are a lot of meanings should 

be understood by Moslems in reading the Holy Quran. It is important for them 

to understand the types of commissive and its’ intention, because they will get 

more understandings about promises, threats, warnings, and etc which 

delivered by Allah in the Holy Quran.  
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There are some previous researches which are relevant to the topic of 

this research that have been conducted by other researchers, such as; Pambudi 

(2017), Mawadda (2016), Emmiyati and Indriyani (2016), Nidak (2013), 

Mufiah and Rahman (2018). All of these research studied speech act of 

commissive utterance. The novelty of the upcoming research is that the writer 

formulates focus of this study on identifying types and describing the 

intentions of commissive utterances found in English translation of Surah Ali 

Imran.  

Based on the phenomena above, the writer decided to do the research 

entitled “Speech Act Analysis of Commissive Utterance found in English 

Translation of Surah Ali Imran.” 

  

B. Problem Statement 

To show the original of this study, it is necessary to formulate the 

scope of research, in order to avoid the writer’s and the reader’s 

misunderstanding about the limitation of subject matter discussed. The 

research problems are: 

1. What are the types of commissive utterances found in English translation 

of surah Ali Imran? 

2. What are the intentions of commissive utterances found in English 

translation of Surah Ali Imran?   
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C. Objectives of the Study 

Formulating objectives of the study can be directly seen from the 

research problems. Thus, the researcher decides the objectives as follows: 

1. To identify the types of commissive utterances found in English 

translation of Surah Ali Imran 

2. To describe the intentions of commissive utterances found in English 

translation of Surah Ali Imran 

 

D. Benefits of the Study 

The researcher hopes that this research will give some benefits to the 

readers theoretically or beneficially. The benefits of this research are divided 

into two parts: theoretical benefit and practical benefit. The expected benefits 

of the study both theoretical and practical benefit are: 

1. Theoretical Benefit 

This study can be used to improve knowledge about the theory of speech 

act analysis of commissive utterance in English translation of surah   

2. Practical Benefit  

a. Teachers or Lecturers of English 

The result of this research hopefully can be useful input for the   

teachers or lecturers of English to give more explanation and example 

research to the students in teaching linguistics, especially in the 

pragmatics analysis of Commissive utterance in Quran. 
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b. Other Researcher  

This research expected will be useful for the other researcher who 

interested in the pragmatics study, especially in the speech act of 

commissive utterance contained in Quran.




