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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Study 

The personality is a character that is inherent in a person consisting 

of ways of behaving, thinking, and used as a living principle. Each 

personality can also change and develop in accordance with the 

surrounding environment, through the family, neighbors, peers, the 

atmosphere in school, and the problems that arise in a daily life. Allport 

(1961, p.28) states that the personality is an individual’s behavior that 

organized his character of thinking and behaving. The things that happen 

in the environment can affect the somebody’s personality development, 

whether in a socially behave or in overcoming problems. So, the 

personality can be a benchmark in distinguishing characteristics of one and 

another. 

The environmental influences have a main role in a personality 

development, whether in positive or negative sides. It depends on how the 

response to the phenomenon arises from its person. Some stories in 

Indonesia which related with the environmental influence on personality 

development in reality, can be seen from Firna Larasanti – the student of 

Universitas Negeri Semarang (UNNES) who successfully graduated with a 

total GPA of 3.77 in August, 2016. Although she came from a poor family 

because her parents only worked as scavengers, Firna Larasanti was not 

influenced by her family condition or by the ridicule around her, she 

remained a spirit of studying and never gave up ‘till she finally graduated 

and succeeded in obtaining an LPDP scholarship to continue her master’s 

degree at Otago University, New Zealand. This story is an example of 

environmental influences that build a person’s positive personality. 

The next story is an example of the environmental influences that 

build a negative personality of a 14-year-old girl from Pontianak named 

Audrey Balqis Zildvanka whose case is now being highlighted throughout 
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Indonesia since April 9, 2019. Audrey claimed to have been bullied by 12 

high school students who caused injuries all over her body and her 

genitals. This case attracted the attention of many parties; starting from 

ordinary citizens, entertainers, ‘till the President Joko Widodo. However, 

after being investigated, the post mortem results show that there is no 

injury on Audrey’s body and a news released that Audrey had lied to the 

public by spreading fake confession to avenge the High School student 

who were suspected as perpretators of her bullying. Utilizing the 

expanding sympathy for a victory that is not supposed to be is a kind of 

negative response from within an individual to the existing environmental 

influences. 

The story above is an example of differences in personal responses 

regarding the environmental influence on positive and negative personality 

developments. The author – Jeannette Walls was interested in addressing 

an issue about the environmental influence on personality development to 

be her point in her memoir entitled The Glass Castle, she wants to share 

about her journey as the daughter of a nomadic family who experienced 

the hard life since she was childhood, until she finally getting her truly 

happiness. This memoir was published on the year of 2005 by New York 

Scribner in English language. The director named Destin Denial Cretton 

adapted this memoir to be a movie that released on the year of 2017 

entitled The Glass Castle, too. 

Jeannette Walls is an American reporter for The Phoenix 

Newspaper in Brooklyn. She written four books, there are Dish: The inside 

Story on the World of Gossip, The Glass Castle, Half-Broke Horses: A 

True Life Novel, and The Silver Star. 

The first book by Jeannette Walls is a novel entitled “Dish: The 

inside Story on the World of Gossip” which published on March, 2000 by 

New York: Avon Books. This novel was a humorous story that tells the 

role gossip has played in the US media, politics, and life. This novel was 

an eye opening for the readers to know about the secret story of 
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publication entertainment people in a TV Shows and Infotainment. 

Jeannette Walls accidentally criticize the story about Matt Drudge or the 

American political commentator and an American news aggregator as a 

gay. 

The next book is a novel entitled “Half-Broke Horses: A True Life 

Novel” which published on October, 2009 by New York: Scribner. This 

novel tells the story about Jeannette’s grandmother named Lily Casey 

Smith who has several points of view in life. Lily Casey portrayed as a 

strong, smart, and spirit woman who overcomes every problems with the 

positive attitude. Lily learns how to ride a horse and went alone to her job 

as far as five hundred miles when she was fifteen years old. 

The new book, is a novel that published on the year of 2013 by 

Scribner, entitled The Silver Star. This novel tells the story about Ben and 

her sister, Liz that abandoned by mother, because their mother got a 

bipolar decease, and frequently leave her children for days. Because their 

mother just wants to do an effort to seek frame as a singer and a song 

writer. 

The Glass Castle is a memoir that told about Jeannette’s story life. 

There is a little family with Rex as a father, Rose Mary as a mother, Lori 

as the oldest children, Jeannette as the second oldest, Brian is the third, 

and Maureen is the youngest children in a family. Their lives shown as a 

nomadic family who always get into economic crisis. Their father, Rex is 

an alcoholic and their mother, Rose Mary is an unpaid artist. Since they 

are childhood, Jeannette Walls and her siblings used to live independently, 

because their parents were busy with their own dreams. Rex wants to build 

an own house but he is just only dreaming, and Rose Mary just get too 

ambitious on her own paintings but she isn’t ever earning money by that 

works. Jeannette and her siblings are practice to do everything by 

themselves. 

All children in this family had a same hobby with their parents but 

they also had a different opinion about life with their parents too. 
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Sometimes, they always got fight in a debate about how to live in a right 

way but sometimes they can be an intimate friends. Reading books and 

studying together in a living room. Rex always get a job because he is a 

clever man but he always got fired too because of his bad habit. Then also, 

Rose Mary works as a teacher but it’s not for long because she hates 

teaching and she quits. Time goes by, the children in this family become 

teenagers and they understand that they can’t live in a family like this 

anymore then Jeannette, Lori and Brian work hard to earn and save money 

to move to New York City as soon as possible. 

Jeannette and her siblings are always passionate and resolute in 

trying to change their lives to be better than Rex and Rose Mary. They are 

always tough and mature when facing problems that occur in their family. 

After they moved to NYC, their life are totally changed. The children of 

Rex and Rose Mary succeed and have a good and pretty life in New York 

City. Lori became an illustrator at a comic book company, Jeannette 

became a successful young scholar from Barnard College and worked as a 

reporter at The Phoenix NYC, Brian became a cop after he turns for his 20 

years old and Maureen had her own life in California. Time goes by, each 

of Jeannette and Brian had their own family also child after Rex died. 

Finally, Jeannette and her siblings came back to be a complete family with 

their mother, Rose Mary and gathers on Thanksgiving celebration. 

The reason why the researcher choses this memoir, because this 

work is readable, contains so interesting story because based on the 

author’s true story, also this memoir is an eye opening for the readers to 

understand that even the environment around has a big contribution in 

influencing the personality development, everything still depends on how 

the people responds the situation to be a positive or negative. 

From the explanation above, the researcher was so interested in the 

memoir written by Jeannette Walls who was very highlighting, because of 

her bravery, optimistic, and her spirit in getting a better future. So, the 
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researcher raises the issue about the environmental influence on 

personality development that portrayed in this memoir. 

 

 

B. Problem Statement 

The researcher states the problem statements are as follows: 

1. What are the indicators of the environmental influence on personality 

development in The Glass Castle memoir by Jeannette Walls? 

2. How is the environmental influence on personality development 

depicted in The Glass Castle memoir by Jeannette Walls? 

3. Why is the environmental influence on personality development 

specifically addressed by the author in the memoir? 

 

C. Limitation of the Study 

The researcher makes limitation to focus on behaviorism 

perspective. It is pointed on the issue about the environmental influence on 

personality development portrayed in The Glass Castle memoir by 

Jeannette Walls using behaviorism perspective as the main approach. 

 

D. Objectives of the Study 

The objective stated are as follows: 

1. To know the indicators of the environmental influence on personality 

development in The Glass Castle memoir. 

2. To describe how the environmental influence on personality 

development is depicted in The Glass Castle memoir. 

3. To reveal why is the author specifically address the environmental 

influence on personality development in The Glass Castle memoir. 

 

E. Benefits of the Study 

This study expected by the researcher to give benefits for others. 

The benefits separated into two are as follows: 
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1) Theoretical Benefit 

The aim of this study is expected to provide new information that can 

be used as a reference in the larger part of knowledge especially for 

literary study on The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls. 

2) Practical Benefits 

This study is done by the researcher to fulfill the final project as the 

requirement to get bachelor degree from English Education 

Department of Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




