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CHAPTER II:  

LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.0 Introduction 

This chapter presents the discussion on the theory that is used in analyzing this 

research about marriage as an institution in modern society reflected in A.S.A. 

Harrison’s The Silent Wife and the review of the related researches. The theory 

underlying this study includes sociology of literature, major principle of sociology 

of literature, marriage as an institution, and current marriage in the United States.  

2.1 Underlying Theory  

2.1.1 Sociology of Literature 

The essence of sociology is actually a scientific study of man in society, social 

behavior, social institutions, and social processes of society by finding out how 

the society works, how the society is possible, and why the society persists 

(Laurenson & Swingewood, 1972). Sociology has the large scope of social 

phenomena such as cultural system, environment, criminality, religion, family, 

education, social networks, and literature. Since sociology focuses on the social 

phenomena, sociology talks about how people interact with other in society, what 

kind of problems that may occur as the consequence of the interaction among 

them, and how they solve the problems. This study will change along with the 

development of the people which become its object as Siahaan states that 

sociology is the reflection of the condition of society which changes and theories 

are produced as the result of it (Murdiyatmoko, 2007). 

Sociology of literature, then, means to study a literary work based on sociological 

perspective. Since literature and society are two things that cannot be separated, 

therefore, sociologists believe that the writer of a literary work is not only 

influenced by society, but he also influences it. That is why literature provides 
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both a reflection of human experience and issue of particular society. Warton (as 

cited in Wellek & Warren, 1949) argued that literature has the “peculiar merit of 

faithfully recording the features of the times, and of preserving the most 

picturesque and expressive representation of manners“ (p. 98). This is why people 

may call literature as the source of social events, the source of history, or the 

documents of social phenomenon.  

However, literature as the work of art is not the same as other social documents 

because literature is a combination of reality and imagination, which means that it 

can be useful for adding artistic aspect as well as giving meaning to reality. 

Berger and Luckmann (1967) stated that “everyday life presents itself as a reality 

interpreted by men and subjectively meaningful to them as a coherent world“ (p. 

9). In other words, literature is not totally a reflection of reality but it is the 

summary and essence of the social process based on the writer’s interpretation.  

2.1.2 Major Principle of Sociology of Literature 

In the sociology of literature, there are many concepts that can be used to study 

the relationship between literary work and society. The researcher uses the three 

perspectives of sociology of literature that are presented by Wellek and Warren 

(1949) consisting of the sociology of the writer, the social content of the literary 

works, and the literature’s influence on society.  

2.1.2.1 The Sociology of the Writer 

The sociology of the writer—or so called biographical perspective—deals with 

the author’s life story that includes social status, social ideology, and another 

factors related to the author who creates literary work. The relationship of 

sociology and literature exists since literary work is written by the author, the 

author himself is a member of society, the author makes use elements in society as 

the source of creative process, and the literary work produced is then consumed 

by society. 
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2.1.2.2 The Social Content of the Works 

Every author has a close relationship with the community. Environment can affect 

one’s mind, just as the author has ideas or storylines, because they are influenced 

by society in their environment. Thus, the social content of the works itself or 

literature text perspective discusses about literature as the reflection of society 

life. “Much the most common approach to the relation of literature and society is 

the study of works of literature as social documents, as assumed pictures of social 

reality“ (Wellek & Warren, 1956, p. 102). Endraswara (2008) argued that 

“essentially, sociology of literature is a study about the objective research of man 

and society, the study about the social institutions through literary work, and the 

study about the social process dealing with how people work, how society is 

formed, and how they live“ (p. 87-88).  

2.1.2.3 The Influence of Literature in Society 

The influence of literature on society sees the society acceptance of literature. 

Literature arises problems of its readers as well as the actual social problems 

influence literature. It has been said in the previous section that the writer is 

influenced by his society. Vice versa, the community can also be influenced by 

the author; it can form a pattern in a social relationship. Ratna (2004) stated 

“Karya sastra mempunyai tugas penting, baik dalam usahanya untuk menjadi 

pelopor pembaharuan, maupun memberikan pengakuan terhadap suatu gejala 

kemasyarakatan.“ (p. 334). It is clear that literature has important functions in 

society as the pioneer of innovation and the trace of social issues.  

Having the explanation about the perspectives of sociology of literature above, the 

researcher considers that the issue of this research has relation especially in social 

aspects of the work. Marriage as this main issue in this research is one of social 

institutions, hence it needs to be explored deeper for it was, is, and will be the 

phenomenon which society need to pass.  
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2.1.3 The Notion of Marriage 

Marriage may have various meanings depending on the ways in which particular 

social group defines it. Malinowsky (1950) has observed that “the different forms 

of marriages are not stages in an evolutionary series, as Bachofen, Spencer and 

others would make us believe, but marriage is fundamentally one and its 

variations are determined by the type of community, its political and economic 

order and the character of its material culture.“ (p. 940). Although differences in 

the timing and context of marriage have been linked to other outcomes, such as 

union stability (e.g., Reinhold 2010) and child wellbeing (e.g., Brown, 2010), and 

scholars have traced the history of marriage systems and the rise of companionate 

and individualized marriage (Cherlin, 2009; Thornton, et al 2007), to date there 

has been no attempt to identify different ideal types of modern-day marital unions. 

While it is acknowledged that there is no single definition of marriage, in this 

section, a few definitions of marriage are presented based on how marriage is 

viewed from different perspectives. 

2.1.3.1 Legal and Biological Definitions 

In modern times, the most important aspects of marriage are social, religious as 

well as legal. Russel (1959) says that “marriage differs, of course, from other sex 

relations by the fact that it is a legal institution. It is also in most communities a 

religious institution, but it is the legal aspect which is essential” (p. 88). Stone 

(1939) stated that the fundamental basis of marriage is defined as “a personal 

association between a man and a woman and a biological relationship for mating 

and reproduction.“ (p. 18).  As a social, legal and religious institution, marriage 

has undergone any number of modifications and changes; nevertheless, its basic 

realities remain the same. In both instances, the couple seeks to make their union 

stable. They assume the freedom and privilege of a sexual relationship, and 

normally have as their ultimate aim the establishment of a family.  
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Stone (1939) added further that biologically, the object of marriage is not to 

legalize a sexual union, but rather to ensure the survival of the species and of the 

race. From this point of view, marriage is not merely a sexual relationship, but a 

parental association. It is “the union of a male and a female for production and 

care of offspring and reproduction is, therefore, another fundamental object or 

purpose of marriage” (Stone, 1939, p. 18). From the above one can easily draw 

the conclusion that the main object of the institution of marriage has always been 

to provide for posterity and the continuance of the human race. 

Moreover, marriage, above sexual satisfaction, is to join two members of opposite 

sexes for the procreation of legitimate children. In the words of H. M. Stone and 

Abraham Stone, “While particular marriages may, of course, be entered into for 

any number of other reasons as family pleasure, social conveniences, financial 

considerations and similar motives, basically the prime objects of marriage are 

companionship, sexual intimacy and procreation.” (Stone, 1939, p. 21). Thus, 

marriage often becomes the option for those who not only want to have 

children—but more than that, to have descendants, heirs, or someone who simply 

shares their DNA in order to replace them when they are gone. 

2.1.3.2 Economic Definitions 

A family consisting of husband, wife and children is a complete unit in modern 

society. In most of society of the world, the marriage is patrilocal, where the bride 

moves to the place of the husband. The family’s functions are based on division of 

labour on the basis of sex—the husband performs all the tasks outside the home 

and fulfills his economic obligations; the wife bears children, brings them up, and 

performs other house hold duties of daily routine (Stone, 1939). However, 

efficient management of a family largely depends upon economic conditions, and 

according to H. M. Stone and Abraham Stone, “Economic fitness still constitutes 

a very important social factor in marriage” (Stone, 1939, p. 20). In the modern set-

up much stress is being laid on the economic value of the girl; the ethical and 

ideological norms of society are losing their importance. 
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2.1.3.3 Social Definitions 

“A marriage is essentially a rearrangement of social 

structure. What is meant by social structure is any 

arrangement of person in institutionalized relationships. 

Marriages, like births, deaths or initiations of puberty, 

are rearrangements of structure that are constantly 

recurring in any society; they are moments of the 

continuing social process regulated by custom; there 

are institutionalized ways of dealing with such events.“  

(Radcliffe- Brown and Daryll Forde, 1950, p. 43). 

Social definition of marriage can be clearly understood through the above 

statement by Radcliffe-Brown and Daryll Forde in their book African Systems of 

Kinship and Marriage. The society are the ones who construct the idea of 

marriage; and as the society become larger and larger, the perpective of marriage 

also become more and more various. Harper (1949) emphasizes that one reason 

why marriage continues in popularity is that it is a strongly established social 

habit. In the usual course of events, children are born to parents who are married, 

observe most of the adults around them married, and grow up to view getting 

married as the normal thing to do. He added more that “Stated in technical terms, 

social institutions such as marriage tend to be self-perpetuating. People get used to 

behaving in certain ways and they tend to go on behaving that way.“ (Harper, 

1949, p. 11). Furthermore, Lundberg, Schrag, & Larsen (1963) define marriage as 

“a set of formal prescriptions which define the rights, duties, and privileges of 

husband and wife with respect to each other” and it is also “a social arrangement 

governed by custom and norms” (p. 499).  

These definitions do share similar themes, including the endorsement of marriage 

as the formalization of an intimate relationship with defined roles, a legal 

commitment, and as a permanent feature. Although this endorsement is widely 

accepted, it is not necessarily the only way in which marriage can be interpreted. 
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Gendler (2014) said that the idea of marriage in the last couple of centuries is 

mainly about love and companionship. This emergence of the idea of marriage is 

due to the new focus of people who begin to prefer individual happiness and 

pursuits to wealth and status. This focus on individual happiness causes people to 

marry at a later age and decreases restrictions on divorce. This kind of new focus 

on marriage leads society to raise voices regarding same-sex relationship because 

it is the relationship built in the name of love. Thus, the social definitions of 

marriage do not always match the legal definitions; people construct or attach 

meaning to the construct of marriage in multiple ways (Diako, 2012). In 

conclusion, as the debates on the definition of marriage and its role in the world 

continues, it would be helpful to keep in mind that the definition of marriage itself 

has always been shaped by the society.   

2.1.4 Marriage in the United States 

United States is the state which consist of many states. In relation to marriage, it is 

the states in the United State who regulate the recognition of legal marriage such 

as at which age individuals are considered to be free to enter marriage on their 

consent or with parental or judicial consent, etc. The law of marriage in United 

States have also changed considerably during the history, and still depends on 

each state to consider it as legal or not, including the law related same-sex 

marriage, interracial marriage, and common-law marriage (Emery, 2013).  

Thornton, Axin, and Xie (2007) stated that, marital status in the United States as 

well as other Western societies is defined with two main categories: single and 

married. Nevertheless, with the widespread practice of cohabitation, it has become 

a challenging effort in conceptualizing relationship statuses in United States. In 

forming marriage, Bumpass and Lu (2000) said that most couples in United States 

begin it with cohabitation. Even though it is not ended in marriage, people tend to 

remain cohabiting or turn it into common-law marriage. It is argued that such 

pattern is the result of the multiple ways in which people construct or attach 

meaning to the construct of marriage (Diako, 2012). Thus, to give the limitation, 
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the researcher presents further explanation regarding forms of marriage in United 

States in the next section by focusing only on cohabitation and common-law 

marriage. 

2.1.4.1 Cohabitation 

Cohabitation is the term used for recognizing those who live together with or 

without any plan to marry (Thornton et al., 2007). In the past several decades, 

living together before marriage has become increasingly common in the United 

States (Bumpass & Lu, 2000). Cohabitors, the term to refer to people practicing 

cohabitation, believe that cohabitation as a way to test their relationships is good 

and solutive (Thornton & Axinn in Thornton et al., 2007). Therefore, sex before 

marriage have also become a normal thing in United States.  

It is a little bit fuzzy to distinguish which couples are married or cohabiting 

because cohabiting couples share many similarities with marriage—including 

companionship, coresidence, and sexual relationship (Brown & Booth, 1996). 

Unless they turn their relationship into common-law marriage, cohabiting couples 

in some states will not be recognized as married by law as well as other people. 

On the other hand, cohabitors will usually make a cohabitation agreement to 

arrange their relationship if they separate.  

2.1.4.2 Common-law Marriage 

Some states in United States also recognize a common-law marriage, that is, a 

form of relationship of a couple who considered as being legally married although 

they do not register themselves in a formal marriage (Thornton et al, 2007). 

According to Cole (2007), common-law marriage is generally described as having 

four elements: 1. the parties must have the capacity to enter into the marital 

contract; 2. the parties must enter into a present agreement to be married rather 

than an agreement to marry in the future; 3. the parties must cohabit (no specific 

period of cohabitaion is required) in order to be married; and, 4. the most 

important requisite, the parties must hold themselves out to the community as 
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husband and wife, consequently having the reputation among family, friends and 

neighbors as husband and wife. These couples who engage in common-law 

marriage in the states which recognized it have the same right as married couple. 

There are eleven states in the United States which recognize common-law 

marriage: Alabama, Colorado, District of Columbia, Iowa, Kansas, Montana, 

Oklahoma, Rhode Island, South California, Texas, and Utah. 

Society‘s interest in engaging into these two forms of relationship—cohabitation 

or common-law marriage—leads to the impact of the declining of marriage in the 

United States. There were about 50% to 70% of couple who cohabited before they 

married in the 1990s (Bumpass & Lu, 2000). Between 1990 and 2007 there were 

88% of increasing cohabiting unmarried partners in America (U.S. Census 

Bureau, 2007). Their reasons to remain cohabiting are various depending on how 

they see it. It could be beacuse of the desire to have more time together and the 

convenience of being in it (Rhoades et al., 2009). Some of them are more 

concerned regarding the stability of their relationship and some of them just 

simply disagree about marriage (Bumpass et al., 1991). Nevertheless, regardless 

how much the increasing of cohabiting couple as well as common-law marriage 

couple in United States, marriage is still the main institution for american society 

in having and organizing family and households.  

2.2 Previous Studies 

A.S.A. Harrison has successfully written The Silent Wife as an epic novel. The 

novel contains many valuable aspects of literariness that attract its audiences, and 

even researchers, to explore it. That is why in doing this research, it is important 

to avoid an overlap research. Henceforth, the researcher tried to find other 

researches related to The Silent Wife from any resources such as Perpustakaan 

Nasional Indonesia, Google Scholar, UNS Repository, UAD Repository, E-print 

UMS, and an open access website for journals, Scirp.org. The researcher used 

“the silent wife” and “marriage” as the keywords and it turns out there is only a 

few of researchers that have done the analysis on The Silent Wife from different 
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perspectives and issues. But still, it is important to review the analysis to enrich 

the knowledge about other related research in order to deepen this analysis and 

use it as both reference and comparison to this research.  

Wulandari (2018) analyzed the main character of The Silent Wife, Jodi Brett, 

which focuses on her changing character in the whole story. By using New 

Criticism theory, the researcher analyzed the main character through the author’s 

description of Jodi Brett’s appearance, personalities, attitude, and her ways of 

thinking. The result is that betrayal is what makes Jodi Brett, who at first was a 

care, patient, and considerable person, changes to let her devil out of her and lead 

her to be a murderer.  

In the other research related to this novel, Nasir (2016) conducted a research on 

desire in The Silent Wife through a lacanial psychological analysis. He 

investigated the private problems faced by the main character in connection with 

her husband and her clients since performing consultation and forward. Based on 

his exploration towards the issues of self-existention, desire and silent become 

two major importances of the development of the character of Jodi. The desire to 

get Todd back and live in union with him and the prohibition placed on the desire 

of Dean Kovacs against Todd are what make the tension appeared in the novel. 

Based on the two researches that the writer find above, the issues taken on The 

Silent Wife this far are all focusing on the personality of the main character. Both 

Wulandari and Nasir raise issues about Jodi Brett’s character; her changing 

character and her self-existention. Therefore, it is clear that the issue about 

marriage in The Silent Wife which the writer wants to conduct makes all the 

difference. In line with this gap, this study will focus on the views on marriage as 

an institution in modern society, in this case, the characters‘ view towards 

marriage in The Silent Wife and how society when The Silent Wife is written 

affects the author to write such a story.  

 




