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CHAPTER I:  

INTRODUCTION 

1.0 Introduction   

This chapter presents a description of the background which underlies the study 

on marriage in The Silent Wife. It is followed by the significance of this study for 

the other researchers, teachers, and also students who want to know more about 

A.S.A. Harrison’s work or issue related to marriage. This chapter introduces the 

research questions and research objectives as well. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Marriage has undergone a change in meaning in society over the years. Building a 

relationship through a bond of marriage seems to be less concerned in this modern 

time and, as the result, cohabiting is what society much prefer as time passed by. 

In some countries, cohabitation is also the same as common-law marriage. 

Cohabitation itself is described as a relationship where unmarried couple live 

together.  It is said to be “a step towards marriage and an alternative way to 

marriage“ (Copen, Daniels, & Mosher, 2013, p. 2). Thus, how cohabitation is 

viewed can affect the interpretation of marriage as an institution. For example, if 

cohabitation is viewed as a step towards or temporary phase before marriage, it is 

interpreted as a cause of a postponment of marriage. Either way, if cohabitation is 

viewed as an alternative way to marriage, then it is interpreted as a cause of the 

declined of marriage in the future. 

In accordance with defining marriage and how it is important for society to aware 

of this matter, many writers are inspired to create a literary work related to this 

issue. One of them is a Canadian writer, A.S.A. Harrison, through her first 

psychological thriller novel entitled The Silent Wife published in 2013. This is her 

first and last debut in writing novel because right before the publishing of the 
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novel was done, in the same year, she passed away. She had written four non-

fiction books as well.  

In The Silent Wife, A.S.A. Harrison tells a story about a couple, Jodi Brett and 

Todd Gilbert, and their twenty years marriage-like life. Meaning, they have been 

together but unmarried and also childless. Jodi was the one who refused to be in a 

marriage because she did not see the need for it either.  

Jodi who is a psychotherapist and had BA degree, couple of Master Degree, and 

now going to have her Ph.D. is said to be an independent woman. Todd, on the 

other hand, is a developer which indicates that he has no problem with his 

financial life. With this kind of qualities they have, they both are seen as a perfect 

couple. They had a constant and comfortable life together until one day, Todd has 

an affair with Natasha Kovacs, who is the daughter of his best friend, Dean 

Kovacs. It is not the first time Todd cheated on Jodi because monogamy does not 

seem to come naturally to him.  

However, this time, Natasha who is pregnant makes the difference. Todd is going 

to marry her and Jodi who had been tolerable enough to Todd’s cheating 

behaviour is now losing her patient. This forces Jodi to confront the truth 

regarding their relationship that she has always told to herself that it did not 

matter: she is not Todd’s wife. Meaning, she has no legal claim to Todd’s assets 

as well as his construction business. Therefore, if Todd decides to leave Jodi and 

marry Natasha, then she will get nothing. In the end, Todd got killed by someone 

and more than one person had the motives, including Jodi, Dean, and Natasha 

herself. 

Denial and betrayal are indeed the most visible issues appeared in The Silent Wife, 

nevertheless, views of marriage as an institution catches the researcher’s special 

attention. Jodi Brett with her extraordinary mind can be said as a feminist and this 

could also be one of the reasons why she refuses to marry Todd Gilbert. Natasha, 

on the other hand, has her own reason why she wants to marry Todd and Todd in 
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vice versa. There are more characters in The Silent Wife who have their own 

reason on why they want and do not want to marry someone. In result, this leads 

to their views towards marriage.  

In relation to this, it is knowledgeable that a literary work is a reflection of 

society. Having the fact that The Silent Wife was published in 2013, one of the 

year in modern era, the trends of marriage at the time until the present time is 

usually followed by cohabitation especially in western countries. A.S.A. Harrison 

who was born in Canada surely has been aware of this phenomenon. That is why 

the researcher strongly believes that The Silent Wife is the novel which really 

reflects the phenomena of marriage in the society at that—and probably this—

time. Therefore, the idea of conducting a research about marriage as an institution 

in modern society reflected in this novel becomes an interesting topic to be 

analyzed, even more by using a sociological approach to support the research.  

1.2 Problem Statement 

In conducting the research, the researcher classifies some problems that should be 

solved as the result at the end of this research. The problems are as follows: 

1. How are the views of modern society on marriage as an institution 

reflected in this novel? 

2. How does the story relate to the society at that time? 

3. Why did the author depict the idea of marriage in the novel? 

1.3 Objectives of the Study 

In order to solve the problems faced by the researcher, this research has objective 

of the study as follows: 

1. To know the views of modern society on marriage as an institution 

reflected in this novel. 

2. To find out the relation between the story and the society at that time. 
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3. To show the reason why the author depicted the idea of marriage in her 

novel 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

At the end of this research, hopefully this research can be useful and bring many 

advantages to other researchers, teachers, and also students. The advantages are as 

follows: 

1. This research can be a reference for those who want to conduct a 

research using The Silent Wife as an object. 

2. This research can be useful for the readers, teachers, and students who 

love to know more about The Silent Wife by A.S.A. Harrison. 

  




