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ABSTRAK

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk meneliti pandangan tentang pernikahan oleh
masyarakat modern di The Silent Wife karya A.S.A. Harrison, hubungannya
dengan masyarakat di sekitar penulis, dan alasan penulis menggambarkan
pernikahan di novelnya. Dalam meneliti The Silent Wife, penelitian ini
menggunakan pendekatan sosiologi dengan tiga perspektif sosiologi literatur yang
dicetuskan oleh Wellek dan Warren (1949). Pandangan pernikahan yang A.S.A.
Harrison coba tekankan di The Silent Wife adalah cinta tanpa pernikahan,
pernikahan yang dilandaskan cinta, dan pernikahan tanpa adanya cinta. Dengan
meneliti latar belakang biografi penulis—termasuk kondisi pernikahan di
lingkungannya—dan hubungannya dengan penggambaran pernikahan yang ada di
The Silent Wife, hasilnya mengindikasikan bahwa The Silent Wife memberikan
penggambaran yang sangat jelas mengenai pernikahan di United States, terutama
di llinois. Canada yang merupakan daerah asli penulis memiliki hukum
pernikahan yang berbeda dengan Illinois. Maka, hasil dari penelitian ini juga
mengindikasikan bahwa The Silent Wife ditulis dengan maksud untuk mengritik
hukum pernikahan yang ada di Illinois.

Kata Kunci: pernikahan, cinta, pendekatan sosisologi, Illinois, United States
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ABSTRACT

This research aims to investigate the views of marriage in modern society in The
Silent Wife by A.S.A. Harrison, its relation to the society in the author’s
surroundings, and the author‘s reason in depicting marriage in the novel. In
analyzing The Silent Wife, this research uses sociogical approach with the three
perspective presented by Wellek and Warren (1949). The views of marriage that
A.S.A. Harrison tries to emphasize are love without marriage, marriage based on
love, and marriage without love. By investigating the author’s biographical
background—including the condition of marriage in her circumstances—and its
relation to the depiction of marriage in The Silent Wife, the result indicates that
The Silent Wife gives a clear depiction of marriage in United States, especially in
Illinois. Canada as the author’s state of origin has different marriage law with
Illinois. Thus, the result of the study also indicates that The Silent Wife was
written as a means to criticize the marriage law in Illinois.

Keyword: marriage, love, sosiological approach, Illinois, United States
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