
1 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents background of the study, identification of the problem, 

limitation of the study, statements of the problem, objectives of the study, and 

benefits of the study. 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Learning a language means to learn its four integrated skills, namely: 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Students should master those four 

skills if they want their ideas, feeling and opinion understood by the 

interlocutor. It means that students should master all language components 

well. The four main skills of the English language are reading, listening, 

speaking, and writing. A person needs a mastery of various elements to use the 

language to convey thoughts, wishes, intentions, feeling and information in a 

written form (Pamela, 1991). 

Students start learning to communicate through written form as they 

begin to interact with others at school level. Writing is more complicated than 

that of other language skills. Even sometimes a native speaker of the English 

language may experience complication in a tricky situation. Basically English 

writing achievement requires a well-structured way of the presentation of 

thoughts in an organized and planned way (Braine & Yorozu, 1998). Advanced 

English writing achievement is one of the basic requirements for better 

academic performance as well as other activities related to writing presentation 

(National Assessment of Educational Progress, 2002). In academic aspect, the 

result of academic writing test is known as English writing achievement. 

Students share their ideas and information through their ability in writing. 

Broad information creates broad knowledge. A working knowledge of English 

has become a requirement in a number of fields, occupation and professions 

such as medicine and computing (Rabben, 2013). Thus in order to gain wide 

knowledge, a writer must have good reading habit. Good reading habit will 



2 
 

lead students to learn new information and become more competent in their 

subject matters through reading. Loan (2009) stresses the importance of 

reading by claiming that individuals with good reading habits have the chance 

to widen their mental horizons and to multiply their opportunities. Noorizah 

(2011) supports Loan’s idea and adds that reading is essential in teaching 

individuals how to cope with new knowledge in the technologically changing 

and developing world of today. 

Reading habit refers to the behavior which expresses the likeness of 

reading of individual types of reading and tastes of reading (Sangkaeo in 

Noorizah, 2011:2). Reading habits are well-planned and deliberate pattern of 

study which has attained a form of consistency on the part of students toward 

understanding academic subjects and passing at examinations. Reading habits 

determine the academic achievements of students to a great extent. It is the 

reading habits which help the learner in obtaining meaningful and desirable 

knowledge. Good reading habits act as a strong weapon for the students to 

excel in life (Bashir & Mattoo, 2012). 

Reading habit gives much influence to students’ English writing 

achievement because by having reading habit, students will be motivated to 

write. During reading the reader transacts with the text to construct meaning, 

makes predictions and struggles to understand the text (Rosenblatt, 1994).One 

of the knowledge gained is language knowledge. With detailed reading 

activity, a person absorbs conventions of how ideas can be transformed into 

written form in appropriate way using the suitable grammar. According to 

Palani (2012), reading habit is an essential and important aspect for creating a 

literate society in this world. It shapes the personality of individuals and it 

helps them to develop proper thinking methods, and creates new ideas. Palani 

(2012) is of the opinion that, effective reading is important avenue of effective 

learning and reading is interrelated with the total educational process and 

hence, educational success require successful reading habit. He believes 

reading is the identification of the symbols and the association of appropriate 

meaning with them. It requires identification and comprehension. 
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Comprehension skills help students to understand the meaning of words in 

isolation and in context. It supports them to gain knowledge so that they can 

put it into putting meaningful sequence of sentence and observing conventions 

in written forms to express what is wants to say. 

Students have to improve reading habit by reading in leisure time, 

especially reading English reading materials. Reading is one of activities that 

can train us to be good and critical thinkers. Drake in Brookfield (1987:12) 

stated that critical thinking is generally conceptualized as an intellectual ability 

suitable for development by those involved in higher education. Reading is an 

integral part of process. During reading the reader transacts with the text to 

construct meaning, makes predictions and struggles to understand the text 

(Rosenblatt, 1994). One of the knowledge gained is language knowledge. With 

detailed reading activity, a person absorbs conventions of how ideas can be 

transformed into written form in appropriate way using the suitable grammar. 

So, the habit of reading which is owned by the students has a positive 

correlation in forming good English writing achievements. By reading a lot, 

one can obtained from various sources and made a part of him such as 

experiences, observation, imagination, thought, curiosity, and reflection (Shaw, 

1969: 9). The capability to fulfill aspects of vocabulary mastery can be gained 

by reading a lot (Hughes, 1996: 91). 

Vocabulary is one of the important language elements that the students 

should be mastered. Fauziati (2005:155) states that vocabulary is central to 

language and of critical importance to typical language learners. Without a 

sufficient vocabulary, one cannot communicate effectively or express his ideas 

in both oral and written form. Having a limited vocabulary is also a barrier that 

precludes learners from learning a foreign language. When they do not know 

how to enrich their vocabulary, for example, they often gradually lose interest 

in learning. Learning English particularly vocabulary is very important for 

supporting the ability of speaking, listening, writing and reading. By mastering 

vocabulary the students will study English easily. 
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Besides reading habit and vocabulary mastery, learning motivation is 

also significant factor affecting students’ achievement. Motivation is an 

interesting concept for second language educators and researchers due to its 

nature which presumably can be enhanced in the appropriate social context 

(Noels, 2003). Many researches (Gardner, 1985; Christophel, 1990; Noels, 

2003) have been conducted to investigate the role of motivation and attitudes 

toward teachers in language learning achievement. Many different teachers’ 

behaviors have been linked to students’ learning motivation and general 

classroom achievement, including a manner of presenting tasks and providing 

feedback (e.g. Dörnyei, 1994), and immediacy behaviors that enhance 

psychological and/or physiological closeness between people (e.g. Christophel, 

1990). Motivation consists of three general components (value, expectancy, 

and affect) and six scales (intrinsic goal orientation, extrinsic goal orientation, 

task value, control of learning beliefs, self-efficacy for learning and 

performance, and test anxiety). Motivation is goal-directed behavior initiated 

and sustained by expectations (Bandura, 1986). Motivation influences how and 

why people lean as well as their performances (Pintrich & Schunk, 1996). 

English writing achievement is important to be researched as English 

writing achievement is the target of learning process of writing in making 

effective written text, including the ability to make grammatically and 

rhetorically structured text the appropriate communicative context. Reading 

habit, vocabulary mastery, and learning motivation are significant to be 

analyzed as they have tight correlation. Vocabulary mastery can be gained by 

reading a lot, and thus, a habit of reading can be created by creating high 

motivation in learning.   

Based on the explanation above, vocabulary mastery contributes to 

students’ English writing achievement. While on the other hand, reading habit 

and motivation also contributes to students’ English writing achievement. 

Therefore, the writer is interested in proving empirically whether there is a 

correlation or relationship between reading habit, vocabulary mastery, learning 

motivation and English writing achievement; and the title is formulated as 
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follows: “The Contribution of Reading Habit, Vocabulary Mastery, and 

Learning Motivation toward English writing achievement at the tenth grade 

students of TKR program in SMK Muhammadiyah 1 Blora”.  

 

B. Identification of Problems 

Based on the background of the study, there are several problems 

identified as the factors influenced students’ English English writing 

achievement as follows:  

1. Motivation consists of three general components mamely value, 

expectancy, and affect, which supports someone into effort to gain good 

achievement.   

2. Learning motivation is the main factor in contributing students’ English 

writing achievement. 

3. Vocabulary is very important for supporting the ability of speaking, 

listening, writing and reading because by mastering vocabulary the 

students will study English easily.  

4. Vocabulary mastery is significant requirement in determining students’ 

English writing achievement. 

5. Reading habits determine the academic achievements of students which 

help the learner in obtaining meaningful and desirable knowledge.  

6. Reading habit is essential in teaching individuals how to cope with new 

knowledge. 

7. Reading habit gives much influence to students’ English writing 

achievement because by having reading habit, students will be motivated 

to write.  

8. Students’ reading habit, students’ vocabulary mastery, and students’ 

learning motivation are consideration to determine students’ achievement 

in writing. 

9. Writing is considered as difficult subject matter in learning English.  
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C. Limitation of the Study 

The study is limited at the Tenth Grade Students of Automotive Class at 

SMK Muhammadiyah 1 Blora in academic year 2017/2018. The study also 

focuses on students’ reading habit, students’ vocabulary mastery, and students’ 

learning motivation as the factors contributing students’ English writing 

achievement.  

1. Vocabulary mastery is focused on the vocabulary materials based on the 

syllabus of tenth grade vocational high school. 

2. Reading  habit is focused on students’ reading habit in reading English 

text. 

3. Learning motivation consists of three general components e.g value, 

expectancy, and affect and six scales such as: intrinsic goal orientation, 

extrinsic goal orientation, task value, control of learning beliefs, self-

efficacy for learning and performance, and test anxiety. 

4. English writing achievementis focused on English writing score based on 

the syllabus of tenth grade vocational high school.  

 

D. Statement of Problems 

Based on the background of the study, the writer formulates some 

problems as follows: 

1. Are there any positive and significant contributions of reading habit, 

vocabulary mastery, and learning motivation towards English writing 

achievement at the tenth grade of TKR program in SMK Muhammadiyah 1 

Blora in the 2017/2018 Academic Year? 

2. Is there a positive and significant contribution of reading habit towards 

English writing achievement at the tenth grade students of TKR program in 

SMK Muhammadiyah 1 Blora in the 2017/2018 Academic Year? 

3. Is there a positive and significant contribution of vocabulary mastery 

towards English writing achievement at the tenth grade students of TKR 
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program in SMK Muhammadiyah 1 Blora in the 2017/2018 Academic 

Year? 

4. Is there a positive and significant contribution of learning motivation 

towards English writing achievement at the tenth grade students of TKR 

program in SMK Muhammadiyah 1 Blora in the 2017/2018 Academic 

Year? 

 

E. Objective of the Research 

The objectives of the research are: 

1. To find out whether or not there are positive and significant contributions 

of reading habit, vocabulary mastery, and learning motivation 

simultaneously towards English writing achievement at the tenth grade 

students of TKR program in SMK Muhammadiyah 1 Blora in the 

2017/2018 Academic Year. 

2. To find out whether or not there is positive and significant contribution 

of reading habit towards English writing achievement at the tenth grade 

students of TKR program in SMK Muhammadiyah 1 Blora in the 

2017/2018 Academic Year. 

3. To find out whether or not there is positive and significant contribution 

of vocabulary mastery towards English writing achievement at the tenth 

grade students of TKR program in SMK Muhammadiyah 1 Blora in the 

2017/2018 Academic Year. 

4. To find out whether or not there is positive and significant contribution 

of learning motivation towards English writing achievement at the tenth 

grade students of TKR program in SMK Muhammadiyah 1 Blora in the 

2017/2018 Academic Year. 

 

F. Benefits of the Research 

This study is expected to bring positive impacts to the following targets: 
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1. Theoretical Benefit 

This study is expected to give contribution for the sake of educational 

science about contribution of reading habit, vocabulary mastery, and 

learning motivation simultaneously towards English writing achievement. 

2. Practical Benefits 

a. For the English teachers 

1) The result of the study hopefully becomes an input for teaching 

learning process especially in English teaching learning.  

2) It also becomes information for teachers to give more attention in 

students’ reading habit, vocabulary mastery, and learning motivation. 

b. For the Principal 

The result of the study is expected to give a brief information and 

knowledge about the relationship and development of students’ aspects 

of English learning.  

c. For the Future Researcher 

The researcher hopes that it can inform the next researcher about 

the contribution of reading habit, vocabulary mastery, and learning 

motivation towards English writing achievement so that it also can be 

used as one of references for further research in regard to factors 

influencing English writing achievement. 


