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CHAPTER   I 

INTRODUCTION 

 
 
A. Background of the Study 

Every person has their right to be free from fear, free to decide what 

they want, and of course another men do not invert everything that they have 

decided who has stronger power. But sometimes people cannot be free 

because somebody else push the other one in the way they will not be comfort, 

that indirectly what they feel is under pressure. That is why people will refuse 

that pressure, on the contrary people want to get free no matter what they try 

to effort as long as they can try. 

The phenomenon described above always happens all the time in our 

daily life, for further, directors reflects this phenomenon into the story in their 

film. The film always reflects the situation that had happen in the certain time 

in order to reveal the reality in human life. Beside that, film gives us 

knowledge to understand the essence of life and contributes to the 

understanding of the reality of life in order to be realistic. The problem that is 

usually presented in the film is the characterization that indicates the human 

behavior in the way to cope the problems of his life. That is why there are a lot 

of directors who displace the realism of life into film through the script. 

 Ridley Scott is one of film directors who reflects the reality of life in 

his film. He was the director of Gladiator, an epic film published in 2000. 

Ridley Scott was born November 30, 1937 in South Shields, South Tyneside. 
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He is a British film director and producer. His films include Alien, Blade 

Runner, Thelma & Louise, Gladiator, Black Hawk Down, Matchstick Men, 

Kingdom of Heaven, and American Gangster. 

After his graduation in 1963 he secured a job as a trainee set designer 

with the BBC, leading to work on the popular television police series Z-Cars 

and the science fiction series Out of the Unknown 

After a year working on the film adaptation of Dune, Scott signed to 

direct the film version of Philip K. Dick's novel Do Androids Dream of 

Electric Sheep?, (which would be retitled Blade Runner). Starring Harrison 

Ford and featuring an acclaimed soundtrack by Vangelis, Blade Runner was a 

flop when released in theatres in 1982, and was pulled shortly thereafter. 

Scott's notes were used by Warner Brothers to create a rushed director's cut in 

1991 which removed the voiceovers and modified the ending. Today Blade 

Runner is often ranked by critics one of the most important science fiction 

films of the 20th century and is usually discussed along as initiating the 

cyberpunk genre. 

While the Gladiator itself starred by Russell Crowe, Joaquin Phoenix, 

Connie Nielsen, Djimon Hounsou and Richard Harris. Crowe portrays 

General Maximus Decimus Meridius, friend of Emperor Marcus Aurelius, 

who is betrayed and murdered by his ambitious son, Commodus (Phoenix). 

Captured and enslaved along the outer fringes of the Roman Empire, Maximus 

rises through the ranks of the gladiatorial arena to avenge the murder of his 

family and his Emperor. 
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The film won five Academy Awards in the 73rd Academy Awards 

ceremony, includ ing the Academy Award for Best Picture. The film's epic 

scope and intense battle scenes, as well as the emotional core of its 

performances, received much praise. The film's success may have helped to 

revive the historical epic genre, with subsequent films such as Troy, 

Alexander, 300 and Scott's own Kingdom of Heaven. 

Maximus is the central character of Gladiator. He is a farmer from 

Spain, who has become Emperor Marcus Aurelius' most trusted general. His 

hope after finishing off the military campaign against the Germanic tribes is to 

go home to Spain, but Marcus Aurelius has one more task for him. Marcus 

Aurelius plans to name Maximus as his heir when he returns to Rome. 

Maximus tries to decline because he does not like the trappings of power, but 

Marcus Aurelius asked him as a near son. Maximus had grown close to 

Marcus Aurelius and thought of him like a father and he couldn't turn him 

down, especially since he was wary of what would happen if Commodus 

became Emperor. 

Maximus also has a history with Marcus Aurelius' daughter, Lucilla. 

They had been lovers about ten years before, but each had since gone on to get 

married to someone else and have a son. Lucilla was then widowed and still 

carries a flame for Maximus who remains married. The fact that his own 

family favored Maximus made Commodus naturally jealous of Maximus. 

When Marcus Aurelius tells him that he plans to name Maximus as his heir, 

Commodus is stunned and later becomes enraged. He then smothers his father. 

He gives Maximus a chance to swear allegiance to him, but Maximus refuses. 
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Commodus orders Maximus killed and also orders his family killed 

and his farm destroyed. Maximus manages to escape his execution, but he 

cannot reach Spain in time to save his wife and son. Maximus is later picked 

up by a slave trader and his wounds are treated by an African named Juba. 

Juba helps keep Maximus alive as they are sold to Proximo as gladiator stock. 

When Commodus reinstates the games at the Roman Coliseum, Maximus has 

his chance. He agrees to go along with Senator Gracchus and Lucilla's plan to 

remove Commodus. Commodus discovers the plot and allows Maximus to 

escape into a trap, then fatally wounds Maximus before fighting him to the 

death in the Coliseum. Maximus does get his revenge just before he dies. 

In this research, the writer will concern to the character of Maximus to 

be analyzed in how he copes with the life problems he faced. He experienced a 

complex  problem  that began when after he had finished a successful war that 

it will endanger the position of Commodus. This problem is more complex 

when Maximus was faced the Emperor Marcus Arelius' decision that declare 

Maximus will replace him as the next emperor, although Arelius also has a 

son Commodus that has the right to be the emperor. Maximus got a dilemma, 

in one side he does not want to disappoint Aurelius by refusing his decision, 

and in the other side he had promised to himself that he will retire from 

politics and get back home to build a happy family. Moreover, if he accepts 

the emperor as decision,  it will bring a jelaousy from Commodus, the 

emperor as son. Therefore, Commodus had known his father’s decision and it 

brings Maximus to the problems, such as his family betrayal and the emperor's 
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scenarios to kill him. All of his problems take him a long journey that 

influences his personality. 

 

B. Previous Study 

In this study, the researcher did not find the other researcher so this is 

the first research paper that conducts Gladiator film to be analyzed through 

Individual Psychological Approach.   

 

C. Problem Statement 

In this research, the writer proposes a single problem statement. The 

problem of the research is how Maximus as the main character of Ridley 

Scott's film Gladiator copes with his life problems. 

 

D. Objectives of the Study 

Dealing with the problem statement above, the objectives of the study 

are as follows: 

1. To analyze the film based on its structural elements by finding 

characters and characterizations, setting, point of view, plot and 

theme. 

2.  To analyze the film especially the main character of Maximus using 

the Individual Psychological Approach. 
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E. Benefit of the Study 

The study is expected to be able to provide the following benefits: 

1. Theoretical Benefit 

This study is expected to contribute to the development of the 

larger body of knowledge, particularly literary studies on Ridley Scott's 

Gladiator.  

2. Practical Benefit 

The study is dedicated to the development of literary study in 

Surakarta University, especially in English Department and to give 

deeper understanding in literary field as the reference to the other 

researchers in analyzing the film that is analyzed in this research into 

different perspective. 

 
 
F. Research Method 

1. Type of the Study 

This research belongs to qualitative method because it does not 

need a statistic analysis to explore the fact. The writer also applies 

individual psychological approach to analyze the main characters as a 

means of further research. 

2. Type of the Data and the Data Source 

The primary data are taken from the texts of the film Gladiator, it 

consists of dialogue, plot, themes, conflicts, and the who le narration, etc, 

which are relevant to the object of the study. While the secondary data 
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sources are taken from some books, websites, and other matters that 

support this analysis. 

3. Technique of the Data Collection 

The writer uses library research in collecting data, which involves 

several steps: 

a. Searching the script of the film from internet. 

b. Reading the script repeatedly. 

c. Marking the point in the script to make easy in analyzing it. 

d. Taking notes of important in both primary and secondary data. 

e. Classifying the data into groups according categories of elements of 

literary study. 

f. Selecting them by rejecting the irrelevant sources, this doesn’t have 

important information to support the topic of the study. 

4. Technique of the Data Analysis 

The writer uses individual psychological approach and applies it 

by using the descriptive analysis. In addition, the writer also uses the 

structural analysis of the work. Firstly, the data are arranged in a list of 

data. Secondly, the researcher is looking for a selecting the correlation of 

data by using the chosen approach. Thirdly, all data from the second step 

are arranged. Finally, a conclusion is drawn. 
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G. Research Organization 

This research paper is divided into five chapters. Chapter I is 

introduction, which consists of background of the study, literary review, 

problem statement, objective of the study, research method and research 

organization. Chapter II is underlying theory involving the theory of 

individual psychology that will be used to analyze the data. Chapter III is a 

structural analysis.  In this chapter, the writer explains the structural elements 

and technical elements of the film. Chapter IV is psychological analysis. 

Chapter V is conclusion and suggestion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




