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POWER RELATIONS REFLECTED IN LEO TOLSTOY’S HADJI 

MURAD (1904) : A SOCIOLOGICAL APPROACH 

Abstract 

The objectives of the study are (1) To identify the indicators of power relation in 

Hadji Murad.(2) To describe how the power relation depicted in the literary 

work.(3) To reveal why Leo Tolstoy addressed power relation related the novel. 

The type of this research is descriptive qualitative research, because it does not need 

statistic data to get the fact. Descriptive qualitative research is a research which is 

the result of the data is a written data. The researcher uses two data sources, The 

primary data source of the study is Hadji Murad novel by Leo Tolstoy which is 

published in 1904. and The sources of secondary data are taken from other resources 

which are related to the study; website, articles, biography of the author, and some 

books which dealing with the research. Based on the analysis, the researcher gets 

some conclusions. (1) Authority, where the cahracter in the novel have their own 

authority as a power of relation, such as Hadj Murad with his charismatic character 

he can make great relationship with his fellowship. (2) The Depiction of Power 

Relation in the Novel can be seen through Character, where Hadji Murad is an 

assertive, ambitious, imposing, forgiving and permissive character. Through style 

it shows that Hadji Murad has power through his appearance (3) there are some 

messages that Tolstoy wants to address, related to how people can form their selves 

supposed to get good relation in society. Tolstoy uses Hadji Murad as an example 

where he is a great moeslem leader who is really charismatic. Tolstoy wants to show 

that leader with great power especially who has charisma, they can make good 

relationship event without a contract. It meanst that when people has good 

charisma, people around them can feel comfortable and give their believes on them. 

Keywords: Leo Tolstoy’s Hadji Murad, Power Relations, Sociological Approach 

Abstrak 

Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah (1) Untuk mengidentifikasi indikator hubungan 

kekuasaan di Hadji Murad. (2) Untuk menggambarkan bagaimana hubungan 

kekuasaan digambarkan dalam karya sastra. (3) Untuk mengungkapkan mengapa 

Leo Tolstoy membahas hubungan kekuasaan terkait novel. Jenis penelitian ini 

adalah penelitian kualitatif deskriptif, karena tidak perlu data statistik untuk 

mendapatkan fakta. Penelitian kualitatif deskriptif adalah penelitian yang 

merupakan hasil dari data berupa data tertulis. Peneliti menggunakan dua sumber 

data, Sumber data utama dari penelitian ini adalah novel Hadji Murad oleh Leo 

Tolstoy yang diterbitkan pada tahun 1904. dan Sumber-sumber data sekunder 

diambil dari sumber daya lain yang terkait dengan penelitian; situs web, artikel, 

biografi penulis, dan beberapa buku yang berhubungan dengan penelitian. 

Berdasarkan analisis, peneliti mendapatkan beberapa kesimpulan. (1) Otoritas, di 

mana karakter dalam novel memiliki otoritas mereka sendiri sebagai kekuatan 

hubungan, seperti Hadj Murad dengan karakter karismatiknya ia dapat membuat 

hubungan yang hebat dengan persekutuannya. (2) Gambaran Kekuasaan Hubungan 

dalam Novel dapat dilihat melalui Karakter, di mana Hadji Murad adalah karakter 
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tegas, ambisius, memaksakan, memaafkan dan permisif. Melalui gaya itu 

menunjukkan bahwa Hadji Murad memiliki kekuatan melalui penampilannya (3) 

ada beberapa pesan yang ingin Tolstoy alamat, terkait dengan bagaimana orang 

dapat membentuk diri mereka seharusnya mendapatkan hubungan yang baik di 

masyarakat. Tolstoy menggunakan Hadji Murad sebagai contoh di mana dia adalah 

pemimpin besar yang benar-benar karismatik. Tolstoy ingin menunjukkan 

pemimpin itu dengan kekuatan besar terutama yang memiliki karisma, mereka 

dapat membuat acara hubungan baik tanpa kontrak. Itu berarti bahwa ketika orang 

memiliki karisma yang baik, orang-orang di sekitar mereka dapat merasa nyaman 

dan memberikan kepercayaan mereka pada mereka. 

Kata Kunci: Leo Tolstoy Hadji Murad, Hubungan Kekuasaan, Pendekatan 

Sosiologis 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Power is the ability of a person or group of people to influence the behavior of 

another person or group, in such a way that the behavior becomes in accordance 

with the wishes and purposes of the person who has that power. This symptom of 

power is a common phenomenon in every society, in all forms of living together. 

 Power usually takes the form of a relationship, in the sense that one party 

governs and one is governed. One party gives the command and one party obeys 

the command. There is no equality of dignity, always one higher than the other and 

there is always an element of coercion in power relations. 

 Such as in the novel Hadji Murad written by Leo Tolystoy, the novel shows 

how power relations covered the story of the novel. The power relations are the 

issues that appear in the novel Hadji Murad. 

 Hadji Murad is the last novel written by Tolstoy before he died in 1910 and 

it was published in 1904 in Russian language. Then it is translated into English by 

Louise and Aylmer Maude. This novel which contains 135 pages and 25 chapters 

is written based on Tolstoy's experience when he became a Russian army. The 

setting of place is at Chechnya, Russia and the setting of time is during the 

Caucasian War in 1851-1852. The novel captures an episode of the Caucasian War 

in Chechnya where the Muslim-Avars of Chechen, the Caucasian native ethnic 

group, fight back against the conquest under the command of Imam Shamil. As the 

title, Tolstoy takes Hadji Murad based on a real figure named Hadji Murad, an 

Imam Shamil’s naib, as its  major character. 
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 Tolstoy is a Russian writer that is known as a great writer in the world  and 

a master of realistic fiction. Hadji Murad is one of his master pieces of short story. 

Other short stories written by Tolstoy are The Death of Ivan Illych and Family 

Happiness. Tolstoy was a complicated and paradox man with extreme moral. He 

was also famous as a moral thinker and a social reformer. In 1851, he went with his 

older brother to the Caucasus and joined the army and took part in Caucasian war. 

It was about this time that he started writing. His first work, the autobiographical 

novels Childhood, Boyhood, and Youth (1852-1856) which got many good 

responds was written in Caucasus (Simmons, 1946: 55-119). In the time he got 

involved in Caucasian war, he saw that War became the greatest crimes. In 1857 

and 1860-1861 he joined for a tourist mission to Europe and saw many tragic and 

traumatic events. It made up his mind to write many literary works with anti violent 

as its major issue, one of them is War and Peace (1869). 

The story began on a cold November evening. Hadji Murad rode into Makhmet, a 

hostile Chechen aoul that lay some fifteen miles from Russian territory. Hadji 

Murad used to be a leader of Avaria. He was very famous and had many murids. 

But then there was conflicts in the government that made Hadji Murad was replaced 

by Shamil. Then Shamil took his family and announce Hadji Murad to be a fugitive. 

Hadji Murad and his supporter then made a decision to get some help from Russin 

Empire to get his position back. The first step they did was to get Hadji Murad to 

Prince Vorontsov. At 23rd November, as it had been agreed by both Hadji Murad 

and Vorontsov, they met. At the meeting Hadji Murad told them his surrender to 

the Russians then they all rode to the fort. 

 According to Hans J. Morgenthau (1978) Power consist of what create and 

defend the control of someone on the other people (and it) includes the entire 

relarionship social who supports the goals (control of), ranging from the physical 

violence up to the relationship psychological most smooth used by the thought of 

elements there are force, influence and authority. Hans J. Morgenthau (1978) in his 

book “Politics Among Nations” defines that there are 8 elments in the relationship 

(international relation), that known as “elements of nation power”, there are 

authorize, indrustrial, military powers, natural resources, inhabitant, character of 
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nation, personality of nation,and and elements above. So the power relations is the 

relationship between the people who is have a power or people who is capable and 

powerful and have an impact to get the desire.  

 The happenings of relationship between countries depend of the elements. 

Therefore in the end of the power relations that occur due to collaboration between 

the countries will be determined by the ability of the country and the elements. 

Furthemore there is an example of war that causes by power relations. A civil war 

Russia, the war is beginning from 1918 until 1922 between some of groups and 

country in Russia. The first battle it between two grous of new United Soviet 

goverment with Red Army and group of nation Russia with red army. The novel 

consisting of 25 chapters and the original title Hadji Murad is inspired from the true 

story. The author, Leo Tolstoy tried to write it as authentic as possible in accordance 

with the actual reality, using the original letter and interviews with the speakers, 

trying to tell the story of Hadji Murad, this Chechnya Muslim fighter so as not to 

deviate from the real fact. Of course, since he himself was not an eyewitness to the 

character he wrote, the rest he wrote with his imagination and intelligence. 

 This novel adapts the ongoing conflict that is happening in the Uni Soviet 

countries in the Caucasus region with Muslim militant group, and such figures as 

Hadji Murad, Shamil and Tsar Nikolai are not imaginary figures. They really exist 

and become an icon of struggle there. Even the events behind the story are real and 

that is history. Tolstoy collecting historical facts and imaginations into plain literary 

language without damaging or altering the essence. He is able to explore the 

humanism and socialism of a great hero when faced with the choice of whether his 

family or his country is more important. And Tolstoy honestly reveals that justice 

and humanity are more important than the love of the homeland. Power relation 

shows in this novel because Hadji Murad became a thrilling figure of a valiant 

fighter against the Russian empire.  

 Leo Tolstoy in Anglophone countries was a Russian writer who primarily 

wrote novels and short stories. Later in life, he also wrote plays and essays. His two 

most famous works, the novels War and Peace and Anna Karenina, are 

acknowledged as two of the greatest novels of all time and a pinnacle of realist 
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fiction. Many consider Tolstoy to have been one of the world's greatest novelists. 

Tolstoy is equally known for his complicated and paradoxical persona and for his 

extreme moralistic and ascetic views, which he adopted after a moral crisis and 

spiritual awakening in the 1870s, after which he also became noted as a moral 

thinker and social reformer. His literal interpretation of the ethical teachings of 

Jesus, centering on the Sermon on the Mount, caused him in later life to become a 

fervent Christian anarchist and anarcho-pacifist. His ideas on nonviolent resistance, 

expressed in such works as The Kingdom of God Is Within You, were to have a 

profound impact on such pivotal twentieth-century figures as Mohandas Gandhi 

and Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

2. METHOD 

The type of this research is descriptive qualitative research, because it does not need 

statistic data to get the fact. Descriptive qualitative research is a research which is 

the result of the data is a written data. Moleong (1995: 56) states that “descriptive 

qualitative data is a research which is the result is does not present the data result 

in digit or number but the data result is the form of phenomena. It is analyzed by 

using a sociological of literature and discuss about power relations which is raised 

in the novel. The technique of data collection in this study is the writer uses library 

research by collecting and selecting both of primary and secondary data source 

compatible with the problem statement and objectives of the study. 

 

3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

3.1 Result 

3.1.1 The indicators of power relation in Hadji Murad 

1) Authority  

Authority is probability that a command with a given content will be obeyed 

by a given group of persons, where it consists of Traditional Authority, 

Rational-legal Authority and Charismatic Authority. Below is the power of 

relationship based on Authority on the Hadji Murad novel. 
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2) Dominance  

Being dominant such as in sociology: controlling, prevailing, or powerful 

position especially in a social hierarchy. Below is the power of relation on 

Hadji Murad novel related to dominance power 

3) Controlling  

Controlling is exercising domination or influence and also defines some 

definition of controlling that is “Controlling is having the power to control 

other people’s behavior 

3.1.2 The Depiction of Power Relation in the Novel 

 Based on the analysis about the indicators of power relation that consists of 

authority, dominance, controlling, interest and gain, there are some quotation that 

shows about the most dominant of power relation of Hadji Murad in Hadji Murat 

Novel by Leo Tolstoy. The most dominant of power of relation that is on Authority.  

1) Through Character 

 Since the begining of the story on the naration, Tolstoy has picturing the 

form of Hadji Murad based on his leadership and the effect of his leadership on 

his followers and soldiers. First on his character, that Hadji Murad is a muslim 

Leader who always bring banner and dozens of murids.  

2) Assertive  

 Tolstoy also tells about Hadji Murad’s power of relation in authority from 

his charismatic power. With his charismatic power coming from his assertive as 

a moeslem leader, he can build strong relation with his followers and soldiers, and 

because of his assertive power as a leader his followers more loyal and dares to 

give their live to protect him and stand beside him.  

 Because of his charismatic power related to his assertive character and his 

great authority as a leader, the enemy also affraid of him. His deepest enemy 

named Shamil also dares to kill him because of his autority power. It appears on 

data (HM/1904/pg.69/colm.1). The power of relation of Hadji Murad it can be 

seen that he can form relation by using his great authority power especially by 

using his charismatic power as a moeslem leader. 
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 It is also part of Hadji Murad’s assertive character that can make the power 

of relationship among others. While the other power of relation such as 

dominance, controlling, interest and gain are the impact of his great leadership 

and his charismatic power as a moeslem leader.  

3) Ambitious 

The ambitious character shown to the character Michael Maniovich, he is the son 

of the Russian Ambassador. With ambitious power he can conquer his enemies 

and then people will respect him. 

4) Imposing 

The impossing character shows that in certain situation Hadji Murad always use 

his dominance to order. For example, on the above quotation Hadji Murad asks 

Eldar to bring him his dager, eventhough in this situation he can do that by him 

self. With this power, people arrond him will never refuse because they are affraid 

to be punished. 

5) Forgiving 

 

The power of relation in a form of forgiving and permissive character shows by 

Mansur’s followers. The forgiving and permissive character belongs to all people 

who followed Mansur. After they became the muslim, then they learn about all 

kind of goodness, like not drinking, not smoking, and always forgiving, Mansur 

has a lot of followers. This kind of power learned by his followers and makes them 

believe in him.   

6) Through style 

The power of relationship domination arises because Murad's Hajj has a different 

style as a leader. Hajj Murad as leader then he became a domination among his 

followers or even his enemies. Hadji Murad's domination can control and manage 

the people around him. He has an extraordinary style of appearance. People can 

see it so great with banners, horses, and many followers, he has a familiar 

appearance, where in the field he always rides horses and carries banners and is 
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followed by many beggars. That is the style in the field, where it can amaze 

people, then follow it. Then, Hadji Murad also has a symbol as his style. Hadji 

Murad has a symbol where only followers understand it. This kind of symbol is 

usually the form of the order, and when it shows a certain symbol, its followers 

will understand it. 

  Hadji Murad shows a finger symbol, where he shows the three-

finger symbol and Batta, his followers receive it quickly. His followers and 

soldiers never refused every command, they even had to risk their lives in war. 

This appears in both data below. when he wants to give orders too. Hadji Murad 

in the middle of a conversation and meeting wiuth Sado, he showed an agreement 

with a nod. Hadji Murad nodded after hearing the story from Sado, then he nodded 

to show that he agreed and he ordered the action. Then Sado understood the 

symbol of Hadji, and he did the action. 

  But because of his great leadership, Hadji Murad not only had many 

loyal followers, but also he had several friends with benefits and this was part of 

the strength of the relationship with profits. Some Russian commanders took 

advantage of his greatness, making connections with Hadji Murad. They assume 

that with this relativity, they can get many advantages, like us, feared by political 

enemies, able to conquer all enemies of the heirs and be able to get respect from 

their leaders. So, Tolstoy underestimated that the power of the relationship made 

by Hadji Murad began with his greedy charismatic power and greedy leadership 

towards his soldiers. It makes a lot of influence on the strength of the relationship 

with him. 

7) Through Event 

The power of the relationship through the show appears in the novel, where Hadji 

Murad has many followers because they hate Russia. there is the name of Aoul's 

place, this place was destroyed by Russia. The people there suffered because many 

famillies and friends died. They all condemned Russia and they finally chose to 

join Hadji Murad.  Then other events also occurred related to Jamaluddin's 

rebellion to Russia. Eddin made a statement to all Chechis who would go to 
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Russia. He said that Russia was a liar, so they should not hear and trust them. With 

this, all cheches know that there is someone who can guide them to the rebels. 

Chech people believe in Jemal Eddin and follow in his footsteps. 

3.1.3 Reason of addressing  

 There are some messages that Tolstoy wants to address, related to how 

people can form their selves supposed to get good relation in society. Tolstoy uses 

Hadji Murad as an example where he is a great moeslem leader who is really 

charismatic. Tolstoy wants to show that leader with great power especially who has 

charisma, they can make good relationship event without a contract. It meanst that 

when people has good charisma, people around them can feel comfortable and give 

their believes on them. For example that, Tolstoy has a lot of followers who are 

dare to risk their live to protect him.  

 So, in real life people also can do that by using their good chraisma. People 

must not use money to get friend, people must not use status to get followers, but 

only developing their charisma, they can get great relationship with others.  

 Tolstoy also wants to adress that people with good charisma, they can 

develop their others power of relatino that they have. With his good charisma, 

people can control or even manage others, it means not in a negative way but in a 

good way. The other power of relation will grow by itself 

3.2 Discussion 

Sociology part of social kneowledge that observed about the live oh human in soiety 

where every of their activity being controlled by society rules, traditionally, religion 

or law from government. To form good or comfortable society people need to 

consider about how they can live in the middle of society, about how they can make 

good relationship in society or how people can be a good leader in society. By 

considering about how they can manage their selves, then they can make good 

relationship and take a lot of followers and manage them to make good society. 

Every people has their own capacity to be a leader or to be follower or to make their 

own way and stand between the leader and the followers, so, when they lived in 

society a lot of theme accepted and out in a form of think and action. It is not easy 
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to apply the name of power of relationship in society, but they can apply it by 

knowing how is their selves in the eye of society. 

 In the Hadji Murad novel there are power of relation appears as a media to 

make good relationship in society as a leader or as an individual. The power of 

relation consists of authority, dominance, controlling, interest and gain, where each 

has its own way to run it. Hadji Murad as the majjor character build his own power 

of realtionship through his great power as a moeslem leader in war or in society. 

First, he has great power in power of relation of authority, where his great charisma 

build his biggest authority among his followers, soldiers and also the enemy. With 

his great charisma as a leader then he can makes good relation by using his 

domincance, controll, interest and gain. 

 Finally after he become great leader, then he can use all of power of relation 

from authority, dominance, controll, interest and gain. He use his power to collect 

followers and do the greatest thing to conquer his enemy. He also uses his power of 

dominance to pray everyday beside their friend that is non moeslem. Hadji Murad 

also uses his controll power to manage people around him to follow his order to do 

the great things. He stands in the middle of Russian with his power of interest and 

his great charisma, so neither its friend or enemy can be hypnotize by him.  

 The above power of relation of Hadji Murad is more at his authority of 

charisma. While in real life, this kind of power of relation not always appear on all 

people. Only small people who has good charisma or good power of relation, the 

leader sometimes have no charisma but they can lead even with wealth or high 

status. Sometimes also, ordinary people has good charisma as a leader but they didnt 

want to be a leader, because of their self confidence. Sometimes people with good 

power of relation put their selves as a conselor in the middle of society to make 

bridge between leader and societty.  

 The final result of power of relationship within Hadji Murad is that, he uses 

it all for good. He starts to make troops to beat the enemy to keep the moeslem 

stand. The power of relation makes by Hadji Murad starts from his greates 

charismatic power and his greates leadership on his soldiers. It makes a lot of impact 

on any of power of relationship of him. 
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 In literature and society there are art connection. With sociological approach 

people can learn about how to live in the middle of people with different chracters, 

it also can be applied in literature when analyzing novel where it always involved 

the live of society. The story or the love of society made by the author never far 

from humans real life. It means that, the theory based power of relation is not 

author’s imagination, it based on human’s character who lived in society. Welleck 

and Waren (1949: 99).  said that literary as a social document, it can be seen that 

the novel as one of literary work really tells about human’s social live even about 

the story of the past or present until the future. Like Hadji Murad novel, it tells 

about human’s life to survive and struggle to in the middle of war.  

 It is also suitabel with what Swingwood and Laurenson (1972: 18) has  

explain, that the writer's position is important as a contrast to his earlier social 

situation and the present, and the writer is not influenced by the society, he 

influences it. In the novel of Hadji Murad the writer really wants to show the power 

of Hadji Murad from his view through his heroic style, struggle, power and 

leadership. So, it influence the reader to keep focus on the story and search the reall 

social live of Hadji Murad. The writer has big power to shows the chracter of Hadji 

Murad. 

 

4. CONCLUSION  

4.1 Conclusion 

Based on the above analysis related to the power of relationship on Hadji Murad 

novel, the study comes to the following conclusions: the indicators and power 

relation the novel within consists of;  

 Firstly, the indicators of  power relations. Authority, where the character in 

the novel have their own authority as a power of relation, such as Hadji Murad with 

his charismatic character he can make great relationship with his fellowship. While 

Vorontsov, with his authority, he has the power of relation to make great army and 

also ally (like Hadji Murad), while shamil, with his power of authority he can claim 

his theritory and get rid of his enemy. Dominance, where Hadji Murad has faith and 

believe. Hadji Murad is a muslim leader and he always obey the God rules and one 
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of it pray. Controlling, where each characters has their own controlling power for 

relationship, such as Hadji Murad, he has great power to control as a leader. People 

who follow him will do everything he says even without any agreement and 

contract. Vorontsov, He uses his controlling power to use Murad as his friend on 

war and politic. Shamil, Shamil uses his power of controlling to push people to 

follow him, not only that, force them with a threat, if people not follow his order, 

he will kill them. Interest, Hadji Murad shows that he has great name and influence 

people across country especially Rusia. So, by the people who knows and have 

meeting him, they will knows because of his power, charisma and his leadership. 

Vorontsov always feel happy when people around him flattering him. So, he always 

interest on something that can make him high especially in position and proud. 

Sado, really glad and relieve when finally he accpets Hadji Murad as a guest, he 

thanks so many times becuase of Hadji Murad’s appearance. Gain, the great news 

for Russian is that, they will have one strong and powerful man that standing by 

their side, whom is Hadji Murad. So, this is one of the power of relation viewd from 

gain where one side will get the benefit from others. The one who will get the 

benefit is the Russian, becuase with Haji Murad standing on their side, they will 

strong and will get enough power to conquer the enemy.  

 Secondly, the Depiction of Power Relation in the Novel can be seen through 

Character, where Hadji Murad is an assertive, ambitious, imposing, forgiving and 

permissive character. Through style it shows that Hadji Murad has power through 

his appearance. And symbol. Through Event, where there is great event, such as 

rebellion of Hadji Murad and Jamal Eddin. 

 Thirdly, Leo Tolstoy address power relation in the Hadji Murad novel 

shows that there are some messages that Tolstoy wants to address, related to how 

people can form their selves supposed to get good relation in society. Tolstoy uses 

Hadji Murad as an example where he is a great moeslem leader who is really 

charismatic. Tolstoy wants to show that leader with great power especially who has 

charisma, they can make good relationship event without a contract. It means that 

when people has good charisma, people around them can feel comfortable and give 
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their believes on them. For example that, Tolstoy has a lot of followers who are 

dare to risk their live to protect him.  

 Eventhough Tolstoy was born to an aristocratic Russian family, but through 

his novel, he can critics the Russian Government. He also said that he shall never 

serve any government anywherek, because he has concept of non-violence. Tolstoy 

also not tells entirely about the real relationship of Murad and Shamil, actually in 

real story, Imam Shamil, Hadji Murád’s nemesis, is portrayed as somewhere 

between him and Tsar Nicholas in terms of character. But Shamil is far closer to 

Hadji Murád. He’s a ruthless man with an appetitive side--his desire for his 

youngest wife parallels Nicholas’ lust for the 20-year-old--but he is also a 

disciplined personality, and he governs his people with a just, if harsh, hand. 

4.2 Pedagogical Implication 

 The result of this research has pedagogical implication, where in an 

education world literature and sociology theory walk in the same path. Teacher able 

to implement one of the literary work as a teaching media and the sociology theory 

as a way to peel the message inside the novel in social background. On this research 

the Hadji Murad novel is one of famous literary work taken from real story of Hadji 

Murad and the message within tells about the power of relation of characters. So, 

literature teacher able to use the topic of power relation as a media to teach social 

live compare with the nowadays era. 

4.3 Sugestion 

 Based on the conlcusion above the researcher suggests to other researcher 

supposed to be able to make new and good research related to the same literary 

work or others with the same approach or other approach, where it can be in social 

or psychology. The other researcher also be able to use structural approach to find 

the the characters in Hadji Murad novel. 
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