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MELINDA SORDINO’S VIEW TOWARDS LIFE BASED ON HER STORY IN 

LAURIE HALSE ANDERSON’S NOVEL “SPEAK” (1999) : FEMINIST 

APPROACH 

 

Abstrak 

 

 

Penelitian ini memfokuskan pada analisis cara pandang Melinda Sordino terhadap 

hidupnya di novel Speak dari Laurie Halse Anderson (1999) berdasarkan pendekatan 

feminisme. Penelitian ini bersifat kualitatif. Tujuan penelitian ini untuk menganalisis 

cara pandang perempuan terhadap hidupnya di novel Speak (1999). Penelitian ini 

mengambil data primer dan sekunder. Novel Speak (1999) merupakan data primer, dan 

data sekunder diambil dari buku-buku, jurnal dan sumber internet berdasarkan novel 

Speak (1999). Penulis menganalisis penelitian ini tentang analisis Melinda Sordino yang 

memiliki cara pandang berbeda karena ia adalah seorang korban pemerkosaan dan 

analisis feminist berdasarkan novel ini. Penelitian ini brdasarkan pendekatan feminisme 

yang terdiri dari peran wanita, partisipasi wanita, posisi wanita, dan hak wanita. 

Kesimpulan dari penelitian ini adalah pendekatan feminist berkolerasi dengan cara 

pandang Melinda Sordino yang menceritakan hidupnya dan memperjuangkan 

kebebasannya dalam novel ini.  

 

Kata Kunci: Melinda Sordino, Pemerkosaan, Kebebasan, Feminism 

 

 

Abstract 

 

This study concentrates on the analysis of Melinda Sordino's view towards her life in 

Speak novel by Laurie Halse Anderson novel (1999) based on the feminist approach. 

This research is qualitative. The purpose of this study is to analyze Melinda Sordino's 

view towards lives in the Speak novel (1999). This study conducts the data source with 

primary and secondary data. Speak novel (1999) is primary data, and secondary data is 

taken from books, journals and internet sources relevated to the Speak novel (1999). 

The researcher analyzes this study about the analysis of Melinda Sordino who has a 

different view of life because she is a victim of rape and feminist analysis based on this 

novel. This research is related to feminist approach consists of women's roles, women's 

participation, women's position, and women's rights. The result of this study is the 

feminist approach correlates with Melinda Sordino’s view that tells her life and struggle 

for her freedom in this novel. 

 

Keywords: Melinda Sordino, Rape, Freedom, Feminism 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



viii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

 

Assalamu’alaykum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh 

Alhamdulillahirobbil’alamin. All praises and gratitude submitted to Allah SWT 

who always gives his mercy and tremendous blessing so I can finish this research paper 

entitled MELINDA SORDINO’S VIEW TOWARDS LIFE BASED ON HER 

STORY IN LAURIE HALSE ANDERSON’S NOVEL “SPEAK” (1999): 

FEMINIST APPROACH. Sholawat and salaam may Allah send to our Prophet 

Muhammad SAW, his families, his friends, and his faithful followers. Hopefully we can 

meet them in Jannah. Aamiin. 

On this occasion with great humility, I would like to express gratitude and 

appreciation to the following people:  

1. Prof. Dr. Harun Joko Prayitno, M. Hum., Dean of Teacher Training and Education 

Faculty of Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta, 

2. Mauly Halwat Hikmat, Ph.D, the Head of English Department Muhammadiyah 

University, 

3. Dr. Phil. Dewi Chandraningrum, S.Pd., M.Ed., the consultant who has patiently 

guided the researcher, gave the researcher knowledge, and suggestion in arranging 

this work. Also she is the amazing woman who I ever met. 

4. All the Lecturers of English Department in Muhammadiyah University of 

Surakarta, 

5. My beloved Parents, Mr. Budi Waluyo - Mrs. Mulyani and Mr. Rupai - Mrs. 

Mujini (Almh) who always pray and supporting this research all the time.  

6. My beloved Twin sister, Nur Rohmah Yuliana who always give me support and 

motivation. 

7. My lovely Husband, Oman Faizun, S.Kom who always give me support, prayer, 

and motivation until I finished my research.  

8. My little sister, Nesti Faizah. Thanks for all support for me. 

9. My beloved Grandfather and Grandmother, Mr. Sutiman and Mrs. Riyani and also 

Mrs. Surani (Almh). Thanks for all prayer for me. 

10. My beloved Grandfather and Grandmother, Mr. Sumanto and Mrs. Sulami 

(Almh). Thanks for all prayer for me. 



ix 

11. All my CiwiCowo Horee (Fatkhi, Anin, Assa, Nuri, Jont) who always be my 

beloved brothers and sisters. 

12. All member of Kumprung girls, especially Ruhmawati Swari, S.Pd who always 

reprimands me to do my research paper and gives all her support to me when I am 

down or want to give up to continue my study. 

13. All my best friend, especially Nofi Irianti who always standby if I need her 

everytime. 

14. All crew of Lazismu Solo, especially Mr. Reynal Falah, S.Psi who always bully 

me, but he often advised me and give lesson about life. He is the most patient 

person who I have ever met. 

15. My Partner Natalia Dwi Kusuma, who always support me in distance. 

16. All member of Relawan Muhammadiyah Surakarta who cannot be mentioned one 

by one. We are a team. We are family. 

17. Mr. Tufiq and Mrs. Sriyatun as my new family in PAY Muhammadiyah 

Temanggung. 

18. Those who cannot be mentioned one by one in the process of finishing this 

research paper.   

The researcher realizes that this research paper is not perfect. I hope that this 

research paper would be valuable for the readers. Suggestions and criticisms are 

expected.  

 

Wassalamu’alaykum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh 

 

 

Surakarta, 11
th

 October 2018 

The Researcher 

 

 

 

 

Nur Rohmah Yuliani 

A320140175 

 

 



x 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

 

TITLE ................................................................................................................ i 

PRONOUNCEMENT ....................................................................................... ii 

APPROVAL ...................................................................................................... iii 

ACCEPTANCE ................................................................................................. iv 

MOTTO ............................................................................................................. v 

DEDICATION ................................................................................................... vi 

ABSTRACT ....................................................................................................... vii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ................................................................................ viii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS .................................................................................. x 

 

 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Study ................................................. 1 

B. Research Question  .......................................................... 7 

C. Objectives of the Study .................................................... 7 

D. Limitation of the Study .................................................... 7 

E. Significance of the Study ................................................. 7 

 

 

CHAPTER II LITERATURE REVIEW 

A. Underlying Theory........................................................... 9 

1. Feminist of Literature ................................................. 9 

a.  Liberal Feminism .................................................. 10 

b. Radical Feminism .................................................. 10 

c.  Marxist Feminism ................................................. 10 

d. Socialist Feminism ................................................ 10 

2. Feminist Methodology of Literature ........................... 11 

a.  Women’s Position ................................................. 11 

b. Women’s Role ....................................................... 12 

c.  Women’s Right ..................................................... 12 

d. Women’s Participation .......................................... 13 

3. Notion of Life ............................................................. 13 

B. Previous Study ................................................................. 14 

C. Novelty of Research ........................................................ 16 

 

 

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHOD 

A. Type of the Study............................................................. 17 

B. Object of the Study .......................................................... 17 

C. Type of the Data and the Data Source ............................. 17 

1. Primary Data Source .................................................. 17 

2. Secondary Data Source .............................................. 17 

D. Method of Collecting Data .............................................. 18 



xi 

E. Technique of Analyzing Data .......................................... 18 

 

 

CHAPTER IV ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION 

A. Melinda Sordino’s Life Analysis ..................................... 19 

B. Basic Concepts Feminist Analysis................................... 30 

a. Women’s Position..................................................... 31 

b. Women’s Role .......................................................... 32 

c. Women’s Right ......................................................... 32 

d. Women’s Participation ............................................. 35 

C. Discussion ........................................................................ 36 

 

 

CHAPTER V CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

A. Conclusion ....................................................................... 41 

B. Suggestion ....................................................................... 42 

C. Pedagogical Implication .................................................. 43 

 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY ............................................................................................. 44 

VIRTUAL SOURCES ...................................................................................... 46 

 


