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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study  

 One of the problems people often encounter is family or household 

issues. Everyone who has been married would not want to marry disturbed by 

the presence of a third person. As peopleknow, marriage is a sacred bond as one 

form of interpersonal interaction involving two people who love each other to 

live and nurture a happy family.But in reality now there are many cases of 

divorce caused by the adultery. 

There are many literary works relating to adultery. Nowadays the 

researcherchose literature in the form of a novel. The novel the author selected 

as an essay material was The Age of Innocence's novel by Edith Wharton, a 

Pulitzer award-winning satire woman in 1921. The novel whose title is the same 

as the main character's name is one of the famous Wharton writing’s, the story 

tells about thefigures named Newland Archer who had an affair with Ellen 

Olenska, his wife's cousin. At its heart, The Age of Innocence is novel tells about 

troubled marriage. Newland Archer is engaged to May Welland. Newland and 

May happy abrief period of premarital joy, their union celebrated by the crème-

de-la-crème of New York, who see in the marriage the perpetuation of the 

storied lives of the elite.  

 One day Newland meets May's cousin, the Countess Ellen Olenska, her 

arrival in New York surely threatens the stability of New York society, because 

she wants a divorce which will disgrace her and her family. In a society where 

appearance is everything, divorce is most definitely off the table. Ellen hope she 

can divorce from her husband, if she wishes, but she can’t make the failure of 

her marriage legal or official and she can't publicly pursue her feelings for other 

man. Archer tries to persuade Ellen not to get divorced. In order to keep Ellen’s 

family reputation intact, Ellen agrees to Archer’s advice.She is neither divorce 

nor goes back her husband.   
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After several meetings with Ellen, Archer’s motive to protect the reputation of 

the Mingotts changes gradually as he is falling in love with Ellen for the first 

time in his life. 

Newland proceeds with his marriage to May, but his attraction to 

Ellen grows. At the end, Newland decides to defy social convention and run 

off with Ellen, even if it means ruining his career and being disowned by his 

family. Newland brace himself for the destruction of his reputation, for the 

scandal that will devastate him socially and financially.  

 But May is sharper than she appears. May Wellandis aware of her 

husband's feelings and understands when the relationship turns adultery 

between Newland and Ellen, though her deeply engrained sense of decorum 

and breeding would never permit her to acknowledge it. In the night Newland 

plans to leave his wife, he plans to see Ellen to tell her about wife’s 

pregnancy. 

 MayWelland and Newland Archer's children cement the relationship 

between their parents, and the couple spends the rest of their lives together, 

unhappily married and yet to the outside world the portrait of idyllic upper-

class domesticity. The story ends with Newland, a recent widower, on a trip 

to France with his son. No permission to Newland, his son has made 

arrangements to meet his long-lost aunt, the Countess Ellen Olenska, who has 

lived in Paris since just before the young man's birth. In the final scene, the 

researcher has seen Newland Archer staring up at the balcony of Ellen's 

apartment before ultimately turning and walking away.  

 According on the illustration above, the researcher is interested to 

analyze this novel by using a psychoanalytical of literature entitled 

ADULTERY BETWEEN NEWLAND ARCHER AND ELLEN 

OLENSKA REFLECTED IN EDITH WHARTON’S THE AGE OF 

INNOCENCE (1921): A PSYCHOANALYTIC APPROACH. 
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B. Problem Statement  

 Based on the background above, the main problem in this research is 

Adultery between Newland Archer and Ellen Olenska through The Age of 

Innocence. The researcher formulates the researcher question are as follows: 

1. How does the adultery happen reflected inThe Age of Innocencenovel? 

2. What the factors encourage adultery reflected inThe Age of 

Innocencenovel? 

3. What is the impact of adultery for them reflected in The Age of 

Innocencenovel? 

 

C. Objective of the Study 

 The answering with problem statement above, the researcher 

formulates the objectives of the study as follows: 

1. To explain the adultery happen reflected  in The Age of Innocence novel. 

2. To explain the factor encourage adulteryreflected in The Age of 

Innocencenovel. 

3. To explain the impact of adultery for them reflected in The Age of 

Innocencenovel. 

 

D. Limitation of the Study 

 In this research, the researcher focuses this research in analyzing 

adultery between Newland Archer and Ellen Olenska Reflected Edith 

Wharton’s The Age of Innocence novel (1921) on a Psychoanalitic Approach. 
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E. Benefits of the Study 

This research is conducted in order to have benefits as follows: 

1. Theoretical Benefit 

 The result of this study is expected to give knowledge,benefits, and 

contribution to larger of knowledge particularly the literary study in Edith 

Wharton’s The Age of Innocence. 

2. Practical Benefit 

 The researcheris expect that this research will give significant benefit in 

the form of information, especially for students of English Departement 

who have interest in Edith’s work to increase their knowledge in analyzing 

The Age of Innocence  novel by using Psychoanalytic Approach. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


