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CHAPTER I  

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Study 

When discussing about morality, generally people will be heard as the attitude 

and action toward other people. Morality is the term of humans call to others in 

actions that have a positive value. People who have no morals are called immoral 

which means they have no positive value in society. So, morality is the absolute 

thing that must be possessed by humans. Morality can also be called with matters 

relating to the process of socialization because the process of socialization must be 

based on existing morals. If someone does something in accordance with the moral 

values prevailing in society, then he is judged to have good morals.  

Morality can be both objective and subjective. Objective morality is the 

morality seen in action as it is, regardless of the condition and the situation of the 

perpetrator. For example, murderer is a crime action. Subjective normality is the 

normality seen actions affected by attention and perpetrator knowledge, his 

background, his emotional stability and other personal dealings. For example, for 

some reasonable condition, murderer is not a crime action because it is to survive 

and self-defense action. Subjective morality can be seen that is a good action or bad 

action depended from the perpetrator’s intention.  

The morality has a lot of different types in many countries. For examples in 

Indonesia, we must speak politely to the elderly. But it is not in the west countries. 

Although they keep respect other people. With the different of morality make 
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people have their own mindset of morality. So, it can create their identity. When 

people do something deviates from the morality, whether they do that intentionally 

or not, they do that because of reaching satisfaction or in urgency situation. Because 

human are born not destined to be bad human. Thus, the researcher will use the 

morality to analyze the main character from J.D. Salinger’s novel. 

Some writers create the novel about morality to depicted moral society and 

personality. Some writers even create the novel about morality based in their past 

story. They think if they could write their past story with a little spice story and 

fictional characters that exist, it was a great relief telling people about it. American 

writer J.D. Salinger, published Catcher in the Rye novel in 1951, one of the most 

famous novel in history and full of controversial at once. Salinger admitted that the 

main character Holden Caulfield reflect him when he was young. J.D. Salinger was 

born in 1 January 1919. He was also known for his solitude. He was no longer 

publishes his work since 1965.  

The plot story of the novel is simple, explaining the experience of a 16-year-old 

teenager Holden Caulfield who traveled in New York due to being expelled by his 

school. He had already been expelled three times before. Because he was fed up 

with school and adult people, he finally escaped from boarding school and went to 

New York before the day he was expelled to arrive. The novel is more famous 

because of the main character charm, Holden Caulfield. He is a character as well as 

a narrator in the story but a coward who explains about loyalty, the "phoniness" of 

adulthood, and his own falsehood.  
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The purpose of this study is analyzing Holden Caulfield’s morality using 

Psychoanalytic approach. Based on those reasons, the researcher gave the title for 

this research THE MORALITY OF HOLDEN CAULFIELD’s: A 

PSYCHOANALYTIC STUDY ON J.D. SALINGER’S CATCHER IN THE RYE 

(1951). 

B. Problem Statement 

Based on the title and the background, the major problem of this paper is about 

the indicator of morality reflected in J.D. Salinger’s novel “Catcher in the Rye” 

(1951) such as : 

1. How is morality depicted by Holden Caulfield in J.D. Salinger's Catcher in the 

Rye? 

2. What kinds of morality structure are reflected?  

3.  How Holden Caulfield views morality in Catcher in the Rye? 

C. Objectives of the Study 

Dealing with the problem statement above, the objectives of the study are 

mentioned as follows :  

1. To explain how morality is depicted by Holden Caulfield in J.D. Salinger's 

Catcher in the Rye. 

2. To describe the morality structure reflected. 
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3. To explain how Holden Caulfield viewing morality in Catcher in the Rye. 

D. Benefit of the Study 

There are two benefits of the study as follows: 

1. Theoritical benefit 

This research hopefully can give a contribution to Teaching learning 

especially English learning and give a new information to other researcher 

study on J.D. Salinger’s novel “Catcher in the Rye” (1951). 

2. Practical benefit 

This reasearch hopefully expands the understanding, knowledge, and 

experience especially for the writer himself about the analysis this novel based 

on a Psychological theory perspective. Generally, to the reader and other 

students also can be used as reference to study in literature especially in J.D. 

Salinger’s novel “Catcher in the Rye” (1951) based on a Psychoanalytic 

approach. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


