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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background 

Afghanistan was recognized as one of Moslem country in Asia. 

Afghanistan was located between southern Asia, the north and west of 

Pakistan. The two great ethnics are Pashtun and Hazara. Both were 

dominated the society and governmental of state. Afghanistan’s independence 

days on 19 August 1919 from UK control. After that, the country was 

explained in fluctuated condition. Afghanistan ever been live on 

peacefulness. It is when the Daoud Khan regime in democracy system. Then, 

the two regime the next was gave bad impact for Afghan society. Saikal and 

Maley (1991 : 13) explained that Afghanistan has historically been marked by 

weak state and strong society. The society strength has come from the citizen 

characters, in which social units, multiple, the most important tribe, the large 

autonomous, and their subdivisions have taken their identity within a political 

part in the aspect of governmental-organizational accretions in their regions. 

(Saikal&Maley 1991: 13) 

Based on Cambridge Dictionary, regime is a particular government or 

system or method of government. Every regime in nation-state have power 

control. The fluctuation of government given the different impact for society 

life. The norm was influence the pattern of state, but the behavior of norm-

governed was really consistent with the searching of state interests. (Haggard 

and Simmons 1987 : 492) During 1960
th  

until 2003
rd

 year, Afghanistan was 

govern by four regimes, there are : Daoud Khan regime, Soviet Union 

regime, Mujahideen regime and Taliban regime. Every regime has the 

different characteristics in leadership.  

The setting of A Thousand Splendid Suns novel is takes place in 

Afghanistan. Kabul, Herat, and Peshawar were the city described in the 

novel. Kabul is a place dominated in the novel because of the government 

activity and the capital city of Afghanistan. Setting of time was begin forty 
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years before 20th century. During forty years Kabul also occurs the change of 

culture because of policies from government. Along that times Afghanistan 

also did the war toward the other nation and the Afghan nation itself. 

A Thousand Splendid Suns tell about woman life named Mariam from 

childhood until adulthood. Mariam was told as an illegitimate child. She 

lives with her mother named Nana in Kolba. Her father named Jalil have 

three legitimate wives at his house in Herat. He is wealthy people and have 

a cinema. Jalil ever promise to invite Mariam watch the movie in his 

cinema. But when Mariam tried to meet Jalil, actually it just lying promise. 

Then, Mariam life trouble begin when her mother was dead. Mariam stay in 

her daddy home for a few days. Jalil’s wives give an idea for Mariam to 

marry with a shoemaker named Rasheed. But, Rasheed is cruel people and 

unpleased. The background of Rasheed from Pashtun tribe made Mariam 

must follow the regulation of Rasheed.  

The other main character in the novel also tell about Laila’s life story, 

Laila is Mariam neighbor. The war between Soviet Union and Afghan 

Mujahidin was give her unfair. The two Laila’s brothers were died in field 

war and her parents was died by bomb at home. The accident of the 

bombarded made Laila life alone. Mariam take care Laila along injured. 

Then, Rasheed decided to marry Laila. Earlier, Mariam could not receive 

the decision. But, after they live together, Mariam and Laila could take the 

friendship. They ever escape from their house to avoid Rasheed cruel. But, 

they must back home because Mujahideen regime not permit wife outside 

home without they husband. But the conflict on the household made 

Rasheed murdered by the young wife. 

Background of Khaled Hosseini is diplomat’s children. He is born in 

Kabul, Afghanistan. But he was moved to France when 11 years old with 

the family. His profession is a doctor and an author. Now, he lives in 

America. In 2016
th 

year Khaled Hosseini get an honor to work as American 

Ambassador for UNHCR (United Nation High Commissioner for 

Refugees), Organization of UN (United Nation) which support refugee to 
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save their life. This moment also motivated the author to tell about 

Afghanistan. Because he felt so guilty because he left Afghanistan when 

occur a war. Hosseini also want the reader of his novel know about the 

condition Afghan society on war and how they are struggle. Based on Time 

Magazine, Khaled Hosseini including to 100 most people influential in the 

world in 2008 year because his influence on literature.  

In 2007, A Thousand Splendid Suns novel ever been the 1
st
 new 

yorktimes bestseller for fifteen weeks after the release. One million copies 

were sold over on the market along the first week. In 2008, the novel 

become the winner of Book Sense Book of the year Award, The young adult 

nominee of Georgia Peach Book Award for Teen Readers. In 2009, the 

novel be a nominee of Eliot Rosewater Indiana High School Book Award. 

Sociology is the theory of scientific investigation in society, social 

organization and citizen developments. The study to solve the question of the 

probability of civilization, the working and the continues of it (Laurenson and 

Swingewood1972 : 11). That theory will be a guide for this research to find 

the cases related to society, culture, religion, political, economic. Sociology is 

relevant approach to discussing the to the social changing processes in the 

society. it can also define as the way to learn about all of social 

communication and impact to society. 

The reason of the writer interest on the novel because the story given 

the difference sense for the reader. The problem of regime viewed complex 

and interesting. Hosseini can show the fluctuating political in Afghanistan. It 

was made the novel better.  

The researcher aware analyzing about the regime was yet do. So, the 

researcher interested to analyze the Afghan regime using sociology of 

literature entitled “Afghanistan Under The Four Regime Reflected In 

Khaled Hosseini’s A Thousand Splendid Suns : A Sociological Approach” 
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1.2 Problem statement 

The researcher founded the problem statements based on the 

background above which will discuss in the next chapter. It was arranged as 

follows: 

1.2.1 What are the characteristics of the regimes as reflected in the novel ? 

1.2.2 How are the regimes illustrated in the novel ? 

1.2.3 Why did the author address about four regimes in the novel?  

1.3 Objectives of the study 

The researcher will achieve the objectives of the study by mentioned 

as follows:  

1.3.1 To identification the characteristics of Afghanistan regimes in the 

novel. 

1.3.2 To describe how the regimes reflected in the novel. 

1.3.3 To know how the author addressing the regimes in the novel. 

1.4 Limitation of the Study 

The focusing of the research is analyze on the four regimes of 

Afghanistan state that reflected in Khaled Hosseini’s A Thousand Splendid 

Suns novel using the sociological approach. 

1.5 Benefits of the Study 

1.5.1 Theoretical Benefits 

The writer hopes this study give contribution and additional 

information for large knowledge, the other researcher for this an 

academics reference to the next research and especially on study of 

Khaled Hosseini’s novels. 

1.5.2 Practical Benefit 

The writer wished the English students or reader get the benefit this 

study to discuss the similar or related study. Furthermore, the other 

student can enrich the experience and the knowledge especially on 

study of literature or sociological in the novel. Then the writer and the 

readers get the understanding and knowledge from this research about 

Khaled Hosseini novels, on viewpoint Sociological Approach. 


