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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Human life in this world has full of problems. The problems are love, 

marriage, death, affair, friendship, etc, which surely exist in society. Those 

problems are needed to face and solve so that human can survive in this life. The 

director takes the problems, which are considered essential and universal for 

human being. 

Human being is created different, especially women and men. However 

women and men get different treatment in society. It can be seen clearly in 

patriarchal society. Under patriarchal system, women are passive and obey to 

men. The male is superior and the female is inferior, and the one rules and the 

other is ruled. They do not have opportunity to show their capability and ability in 

society. The patriarchal society also gives second position to women; their task 

just is as a mother and a wife. Women are passive and helpless creatures, which 

must wait for men, take care their children and make their lives meaningful. 

Women have many problems in their lives. 

One of women‟s problems is how to get equal position, rights, and respect 

in the society. Women themselves should show their capability to prove; who 

they are and what role the play in society. Women can take an active part in 

creating their own lives and their own features every person equal opportunities 



 

and civil rights and they should be allowed to exercise freedom of choice 

(Anderson in Mandell, 1995:5). 

Feminism has significant correlation with women‟s lifes. In considering 

issues about women‟s lives, feminists have revised some of these classical 

perspectives to explain better the position of women in society. Feminism‟s goal 

is to change the traditional view of women so that all women will realize that they 

are not a „significant other‟, but that each woman is a valuable person possessing 

the same privileges and rights as every man. The feminists declare that women 

must define themselves and assert their own voices in the arenas of politic, 

society, education and the arts. The feminists hope to create a society where the 

male and female voices are equally valued. 

As movement, feminism has various dimensions or from such as Radical 

Feminism, Liberal Feminism, Socialist Feminism, Marxist Feminism, and etc. 

they have similar purpose; male and female get equal position. Feminism enables 

us to answer the questions about women‟s status and position in the society more 

accurately. 

The writer will only focus on Liberal Feminism in this research. Liberal 

feminism emphasizes social and legal reform through policies designed to create 

equal opportunities for women. In addition, Liberal Feminism emphasizes sex 

role socialization process as the origin of sex differences, there by assuming that 

changes in socialization practices and the re-education of the public will result in 

more liberated and egalitarian gender relation (Anderson, 1983:235). 



 

The position of women in societies is still arising many questions because of 

the unfair treatment toward women. These phenomena cause many writers create 

literary work. Literature has been an inspirable part within history of man. The 

creation of literary work is closely related to its author and in turn humanity, the 

author is conditioned by certain circumstances. So, literary work and social 

literary work and social problem are possibly represented on the basic of the 

author‟s background and experience or an example of social problems can be 

reflected in a movie. 

One of the movies that has different opinion about women is Vanity Fair, 

which is Directed by Mira Nair and starized by Reese Witherspoon that achieve 

greatness cinematic. Vanity Fair is conscientious adaptation of the William Make 

peace Thackeray novel. The film released on 1 September 2004 and gets Golden 

Satellite Award category Best Costume Design, the costume design by Beatrix 

Aruna Pasztor. The film production is by Odeon Films.  

The new film version of the classic novel by William Makepeace Thackeray 

introduces a new audience to the beautiful, funny, passionate, and calculating 

Becky. The daughter of a starving English artist and a French chorus girl, Becky 

Sharp (Reese Witherspoon) is orphaned at a young age in the early 19th century. 

Even as a child, she yearns for a more glamorous life than her birthright promises. 

As she leaves Miss Pinkerton's Academy at Chiswick, Becky resolves to conquer 

English society by any means possible. 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0665194/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0665194/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0665194/


 

She gains employment as governess to the daughters of eccentric Sir Pitt 

Crawley (Bob Hoskins) and not only wins over the children, but the family's rich 

spinster aunt Matilda (Eileen Atkins). The household comes to find her 

indispensable, and Matilda begins to confide in the bright young woman. But 

Becky knows she cannot be a true part of English society until she moves to the 

city.  

When Matilda invites her come to live in London, Becky eagerly accepts. 

There, she is reunited with her best friend Amelia (Romola Garai), who - having 

grown up comfortably - does not share Becky's more brazen ambitions. A secret 

marriage, a disowning, a war - Becky continues through it all to realize her 

dreams, even though the ultimate cost may be too high.  

Relating to the previous description, the writer intents to conduct a study 

entitled; “WOMEN’S POSITION OF BECKY SHARP IN MIRA NAIR’S 

VANITY FAIR MOVIE: A FEMINIST APPROACH”. 

 

B. Literary Review 

As long as the researcher knows, there is no research which has been 

conducted to study the movie “Vanity Fair” of at least among the students all 

around of Surakarta. 

The researcher just found one study about women‟s position reflected in a 

movie. The title is WOMEN‟S POSITION IN HENRY‟S JAMES THE 

PORTRAIT OF A LADY: A FEMINIST PERSPECTIVE, which is conducted by 



 

Risnawati Hanik (2006), the student of Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta. 

The difference of this research and the research‟s study lies in the objects of the 

research. This research uses The Portrait of A Lady movie and the researcher uses 

Vanity Fair movie And the similarity lies on the perspective used to analyze the 

phenomenon brought up in the movie, that is liberal feminist. 

 

C. Problem Statement 

The main problem of the study is “How is women‟s position of Becky 

Sharp reflected in Vanity Fair movie?” 

 

D. Limitation of the Study 

In order to limit this study, the writer uses liberal feminist perspective, 

concerns on women‟s position of Becky Sharp in the Vanity Fair. 

 

E. Objective of the Study 

The objectives of the study are 

1. To analyze the movie in term of its structural elements. 

2. To analyze the movie based on feminist perspective. 

 

 

 

 



 

F. Benefit of the Study 

The study is expected to give benefits as follows: 

1. Theoretical Benefit 

a. To give some information which can be used by the other researchers who 

are interested in analyzing this literary work. 

b. To give a contribution to other literally research especially in the study of 

movie “Vanity Fair”. 

2. Practical Benefit 

a. For getting deeper understanding about feminist issues in Vanity Fair. 

b. For getting Bachelor Degree of Education in English Department. 

 

G. Research Method 

In this research, the writer analyzes women‟s position of Becky Sharp in 

Mira Nair‟s Vanity Fair movie by using descriptive qualitative method. 

1. Object of the Study 

The object of this study is the position of Becky Sharp in the Vanity Fair 

Movie in the liberal feminist. 

2. Type of the Data and the Data Source 

The type of data of the study is literary taken from two data sources 

namely, primary and secondary data source. 

 

 



 

a. Primary data  

The primary data are taken from a movie entitles “Vanity Fair” 

which was released in 2004, written by Matthew Faulk and directed by 

Mira Nair. This film was produced by Odeon Films. 

b. Secondary data 

The writer takes the secondary data source, including the scrip of 

the movie and other information from book and website from internet that 

are relevant to the subject matter. 

 

3. Technique of the Data Collection 

 The collecting data is done through library research.  The data are 

collected from books and articles related to the topic. In order to make the 

data more complete the writer conducts some procedures. The necessary 

steps are as follows: 

a. Watching movie and finding out the important sentence on the dialogue 

and it‟s classified. 

b. Reading the books that are connected to the research 

c. Browsing to the internet to get some information article that related to the 

research 

d. Finding out the important data 

e. Arranging the data into several parts based on its 

f. Developing data that are provided 



 

4. Technique of the Data Analysis 

The data are analyzed by using descriptive qualitative analysis. This is 

an interpretation of the text and content analysis to get characteristics of the 

data for feminist analysis at the movie Vanity Fair. 

 

H. Research Paper Organization 

Research paper organization is divided into six chapters. The first chapter 

is introduction, which consists of the background of the study, literary review, 

problem statement, limitation of the study, objective of the study, benefit of the 

study, research method and research paper organization. The second chapter is 

underlying theory, which consists of notion of feminism, liberal feminism and 

also theoretical application. The third chapter consists of social historical 

background of English society in the early nineteenth century. The fourth chapter 

consists of discussion, consisting of the analysis based on structural element. The 

fifth chapter consists of analysis based on feminist approach, and the last chapter 

is the conclusion and suggestion. 

 

 

 


