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CHAPTER II 

LITERATURE THEORY 

 

A. Underlying Theory 

1. Notion of the Sociology 

Sociology and literary works have a good relationship. This is 

happens because of the mutual relationship between literary works and 

phenomena in  real life. The literary works raised into a works is the result 

of a relationship with sociology. Studying sociology about literature is 

useful for understanding social situations, political issues, worldviews and 

creativity of authors. Sociology and literature is theconnection between real 

life thinking and culture in which they become the determinants of literary 

works. 

 

2. Sociology in Literary Theory 

In this case the researcher need to discuss about the relationship 

between sociology and literature. According to Davita (2005)“Sociology is 

the study of various traits of society and the relationship between societies 

to the social stability of their environment” (p.3). Sociology is always 

concerned with human activity with their environment. Learning sociology 

is not only human behavior but sociology elements such as society 

structure, social stability and social change. 

According to Laurenson (1972) stated that “Sociology is essentially 

the scientific,objective study of man in society,the study of social institution 

and the social process” (p.11). Sociology as the science to study social 

relationship and obtain material from different source that is literature. 

Literature and sociology are a reflected of human relationship and their 

environment. There is a way to interact with the environtment, it is related 

to real life. Sociology can be learned as the literary facts and the impact on 

social environment. 

The sociologists such as Alan Swingewood, Karl Marks,Max Weber 

and others agree that sociology is an institution and sociology is 

included.Sociology associated with literature unlike other social sciences. 

Sociology is interested in almost all aspects of human social life. Young 
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scientiests have discovered new concepts and methods for sociological 

research.Sociology as a social science that focuses on themeaning that 

human attach to their interactions and actions to a particular social context 

(Weber, 1997).  

 

3. Major Principles of Sociologyy 

Sociology as a technique in which it exists literary and social aspects :  

a. Weber and Aron divides the sociology of literature as follows : 

1) The sociology of authors, the profession as a writer does not always 

do his job as a writer. They are citizens who have a social 

background as a writer and his own ideology. It can be said to be a 

social being(Wellek & Waren, 1990). 

2) The sociology of the literary work which is in the literature itself is 

the subject of this study or what is implied in the literary work and 

what is his purpose. The sociology’s common approach is to study 

literature as a social document as a portrait of social reality (Wellek 

& Warren, 1990). Assuming based on Thomas Warton’s research 

(the first composer of English poetry history) that literature has the 

ability to record the characteristics of his time. For Warton and his 

literary followers is a repository of customs, the book of historical 

sources of civilization. 

3) The sociology of literature that concerns the reader and the social 

impact of literary works, authors are influenced by society; art not 

only imitates life, but also shapes it. Many people imitate the 

lifestyle of fictional world figures and apply in their life. 

b. The next principles is Ratna (2003, p.2) said that there are a number of 

definitions of literary sociology that need to be considered in order to 

find the objectivity of the relationship between literary works and 

society, among others : 

1) Understanding of literary works with consideration of social aspect. 

2) Understanding of the totality of thework accompanied by the social 

aspect which contained. 

3) Understanding of literary works as well as it is relationship with the 

underlying community. 
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4) The sociology of literature is a two-way (dialectical) relationship 

between literature and society 

5) The sociology of literature seeks to discover the interdependence 

qualities between literature and society. 

c. The last principle is Laurenson and Swingewood (1972) : 

1) Supporting another understanding with some subject. 

2) Understanding a pernicious division of labour has tended to separate 

the social context of writing or the literary text in the social 

meanings. 

3) Literary works as a mirror to the age. 

4) Literary works is as the specific historical movement. 

From the description above can be concluded that the sociology of 

literature can not be separated from humans and society who rely on 

literature as the object that being discussed. 

 

4. Notion of the Family Disintegration 

a. Definition of the Family  

Family is the first person we encounter at birth into the world. 

Families who share the same inner bond and support each other. They 

can be our place to tell and share our experiences. They always give us 

support and will never leave us under any circumstances. Family 

become the first place for us to learn about many things, they teach us 

togetherness, cohesiveness, and love each other. We will never be able 

to lie in front of our family because they know what is inside our heart. 

They are the only people who wants to hear all our stories and never 

get bored for it. 

Based on Murdock and Davita (2005) defined “family as a social 

group characterized by common residence, economic cooperation, and 

reproduction” (p.470).  

 

b. Factors Affect Family Disintegration 

According to Family System, there are some factors that 

influenced family disintegration :  
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1) Education 

Education is important for human. In this modern era there are 

many options to get education. It is not talk about school because 

we can get knowledge from where have you been. Many people 

want to get good education, they try to looking for a good school 

for their children. Even though we do not just need a school to get 

education. Every people that we need is learn about everything, we 

can get some knowledge from people that we meet. If we do not 

know something we can ask to friends or someone else to get some 

information. Education do not talk school at all. Education is the 

knowledge and development that we get from educational school. 

Everyone need education to spent his life, to get a better life and to 

interact or communication better with people. 

 

2) Communication 

Communication is one way to close with people and family. 

Without a good communication we do not know what people say 

or people want from us. We must have a good communication 

when we talking with someone else because they want to hear what 

we said to them. We must have a good attitude when we face to 

face with someone.  

Communication is not always say about mouth or speak up but 

there are three types of communication the first is verbal 

communication, second is written communication, and third is 

body language. Usually people use spoken communication because 

it is simple. 

 

3) Family Quarrels 

In every family there must be a misunderstanding each others. 

There is no perfect family without having a problem in it. Problems 

can occur due to lack of communication within the family. Even 

the smallest issue in the family would be a big problem if a family 

does not understand what a family means.  
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B.  Previous Study 

To prove the originality of this study, the writer discussed some previous 

study related to Family disintegration in Nicholas Sparks “The Best of Me” 

(2011) : The first is Karlina Arum Etami (2016) constructed a study with the title 

Different Clast Reflected In Nicholas Sparks’s The Best of Me Novel (1976): A 

marxist approach. The objectives of this research are to analyze this novel based 

on structural elements and analyze different class in  major and minor characters 

reflected in this novel.  

The second research was written by Iqbal Budi Ravsanjani in Dian 

Nuswantoro 2015 from University Semarang with title “Cohessive devices in the 

translation of the Novels “The Best of Me” by Nicholas Sparks into “Yang 

Terbaik Dariku” by Ambhita Dhyaningrum”. On that research Iqbal Budi 

Ravsanjani in Dian Nuswantoro concerned about to find out the types of 

reference found in the novel by using Halliday’s theory and to analyze the 

translation procedures used by the translator Ambhita Dhyaningrum to translate 

the references in the novel by using Newmark’s translation procedures theory. 

All of the researchers above have aim to describe The Best of Me Novel. The 

writer tries to conduct a research with different subject. The writer wants to 

conduct the research focusing onFamily Disintegration in Nicholas Sparks “The 

Best of Me” Novel (2011) : A Sociological Study. It clearly that the differentiates 

between the previous studies and this research are on subject and the metodology, 

none of the previous studies above that has been identified the same material. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


