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THE IMPLEMENTATION OF TEACHING PRONUNCIATION USING 

PRONUNCIATION COACH PROGRAM TO THE VIII C  

GRADE STUDENTS OF SMP MUHAMMADIYAH 1  

KARTASURA 

ABSTRAK 

Penelitian ini tentang penggunaan program Pronunciation Coach dalam 

pengajaran cara pengucapan. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menjelaskan pelaksanaan 

apa saja yang dilakukan oleh guru dalam pengajaran pengucapan dengan menggunakan 

program Pronunciation Coach, menjelaskan apa saja masalah-masalah yang dihadapi 

oleh guru ketika memberi pengajaran menggunakan program Pronunciation Coach, dan 

menjelaskan kelebihan serta kekurangan dari program Pronunciation Coach.  

Tipe dari penelitian adalah deskriptif kualitatif. Subjek dalam penelitian ini 

adalah 1 guru bahasa Inggris dan 32 murid kelas VIII C SMP Muhammadiyah 1 

Kartasura. Teknik pengumpulan data dalam penelitian ini menggunakan observasi, 

wawancara, dan dokumentasi. 

Masalah yang dihadapi oleh guru ketika memberi pengajaran pengucapan 

menggunakan program Pronunciation Coach adalah ada siswa yang pasif dan malu ketika 

guru menyuruh siswa mengucapkan dan mencoba program tersebut didepan teman-

temannya, fasilitas yang kurang dalam menunjang penggunaan program ini, kadang ada 

keributan ketika proses berlangsung. Program Pronunciation Coach ini memiliki 

kelebihan dan kekurangan. 

Kata kunci: Teknik mengajar, pengucapan, Pronunciation Coach 

ABSTRACT 

This research is about the implentation of the Pronunciation Coach program in 

teaching pronunciation. The research aims to explain the implementation of teaching 

pronunciation, to the problems faced by the teacher in teaching pronunciation, and the 

strength and weakness of the Pronunciation Coach program.  

The type of this research is descriptive qualitative. The subjecst of this research 

are one English teacher and 32 students of the VIII C grade of SMP Muhammadiyah 1 

Kartasura. The techniques of collecting data are observation, interview, and 

documentation. 

The problems faced by the teacher in teaching pronunciation by using 

Pronunciation Coach program as follow; there are some students passive and embarrassed 

when the teacher asked them to pronounce and to practice in front of their friends, the 

school facilities are lacking of support to use of this program, sometimes there are noisy 

when the teaching process. This Pronunciation Coach program has the advantages and 

disadvantages. 

Keyword: teaching technique, pronunciation, Pronunciation Coach 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Communication is the most important thing that human needs to stay 

connected to people in the world. Communication is the activity of connfeying 

information through the exchange of thoughts, messages, or information, as by speech, 

visuals, signals, writing, or behaviour. In general, communication done verbally and it 

can be understood by both of the communication doer. To make the communication be 

connected we need the component of communication. The most commonly component 

of communication is language. Language is a communication tool in the form of sound 

system or the voice system which is produced by human’s vocal organs. Each of the 

language’s sign has the meaning. It purposed to make the communication be 

interactive. 

The teacher usually teach English using Indonesian language, so the students 

can’t learn and practice to pronounce the word. And if the teacher using English to 

communicate in teaching English, sometimes their pronunciation is not true. They 

speak by themselves. But its not a big problem. Among the problems that we faced in 

teaching pronunciation in the school, we should can managed the condition in teaching 

and learning process. We can use media to make the students interest with the lesson. 

For example is using audio visual media, especially audio visual program. Audio 

visual program is one of the tools that can help the teacher sends the materials to the 

students. 

 The students catch the material by listening and watching. Audio visual 

program shows the animation picture and the sound that contains the material. 

Usually, the students are likely to get material by watching or listening than orally by 

the teacher. With this media, the students will be more interest to giving attention to 

the lesson. Audio visual program can help the students improve their pronunciation 

ability. This media shows the animation picture and audio that can be attenting by the 

students. The students can give attention to the speaker’s lips that shows in the audio 

visual program while listening to the what the speaker said. With understanding the 

mimic and the pronunciation, the students will be more easy to pronounce the word. It 

also can help the students to know how to pronounce the word with the true way.  

Audio visual program is one of the media that is very effective to use in 

teaching English pronunciation. The title of this study is “The Implementation Of 

Teaching  Pronunciation Using Pronunciation Coach Program To The VIII C Grade 
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Students Of SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Kartasura”. Teaching pronunciation since junior 

high school level is good for children. The students in this school also have difficulties 

in learning pronunciation so it is good way to help them using helper program. 

The research is not the first research that investigates teaching pronunciation. 

Riswanto and Enadang (2012) conducted a research entitled “Improving Student’s 

Pronunciation through Communicative Drilling Technique at Senior High School 

(SMA) 07 South Bengkulu, Indonesia”. The objective of the research was to describe 

the teaching and learning pronunciation process in SMA 07 South Bengkulu which 

included opening, main activity (Communicative Drilling Technique), and closing. 

Besides, the research was also design to know whether communicative drilling 

technique could improve student’s pronunciation achievement or not. The method of 

this research was classroom active research (CAR). The subject of the research was 

the students of SMA 07 South Bengkulu which consisted of 30 students. The research 

was not qualitative but quantitative research that explained numeric analysis. Based on 

result of data analysis there was improvement on student’s pronunciation achievement 

in each cycle. The data showed on pre-assessment and post-assessment. The result of 

this research showed that there were several difficullties faced by the students in 

learning pronunciation by communicative drilling technique. The difficulties in 

learning pronunciation faced by the students were most of them felt difficult when 

they pronounced English words that was caused by their age, phonetic ability, lack of 

practice, motivation, personality or attitude and mother tongue. The causes made 

students were not interested when they learned pronunciation in classroom. In 

addition, based on Oxford Learner’s Pocket (2008: 137), the writer applied the drilling 

technique that is a way of teaching or learning pronunciation by repeating exercise. By 

applying this technique EFL learners were used to pronounce words accurately and 

enjoyable. The different between this research and other researches is the subject of 

the study and technique that is used in teaching learning proecss. In this research focus 

on describing the implementing of the Pronunciation Coach program in teaching 

pronunciation to the VIII C grade students of SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Kartasura. 

The notion of pronunciation is the production of sounds that we use to make 

meaning. While, in Oxford Learner’s Pocket (2008: 352), the notion of pronunciation 

is way in which a language or a particular word or sound is spoken. Bougthon cited 

Bryne (1983: 85) stated that in foreign language teaching pronunciation is the area 
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where it is generally agreed that imitation is the essence of the learning. In teching 

learning process especially in teaching pronunciation the teacher must mastery various 

techniques to make the students easier to understand information of the clear 

pronunciation. In VIII C grade of SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Kartasura the teacher 

implemented new media to catch the students interest in learning pronunciation. This 

media is Pronunciation Coach program that helps the students to know and to practice 

how to pronounce words or sentences fluency. 

This research focuses on implementation of teaching pronunciation using the 

Pronunciation Coach program which the subjects are VIII C grades students of SMP 

Muhammadiyah 1 Kartasura. The theory related with this research includes teacher’s 

role, student’s role, and instructional material. So, this research can expand the 

previous study in other research field. The researcher uses some theories related with 

the previous study in order to support the data of research. There are some theories to 

support this study such as notion of teaching, definition of pronunciation, description 

of teaching pronunciation, behaviorism theory, and description of Pronunciation 

Coach program.          

 

2. RESEARCH METHOD 

The type of this research is descriptive qualitative research. This research 

uses descriptive method. Therefore, in conducting this research the researcher does 

some types of collecting data related descriptive method such as by doing observation, 

interview, and document analysis. And the techniques of analyzing data are reduction 

of the data, display the data, and verifying the data. The subjects of this research are 

the English teacher and the VIII C grade students of SMP Muhammadiyah 1 

Kartasura. The object of this study is the implementation of teaching pronunciation 

using the Pronunciation Coach program to the VIII C grade students of SMP 

Muhammadiyah 1 Kartasura.    

 

3. FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

Data has been analyzed and some categorizations have been formulated, 

namely: the implementation Pronunciation Coach program, the problems faced by the 

teacher in using Pronunciation Coach program, and the strength and weakness of the 

Pronunciation Coach program. Those are described as follows: 
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3.1 The Implementation Pronunciation Coach program 

The teaching pronunciation using the Pronunciation Coach program to 

the VIII C grade students of SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Kartasura stayed in control 

or condusive. The teaching and learning process is consisted by opening, main 

activity, and closing. The students really enjoy the learning with new media like 

Pronunciation Coach program in the classroom, and the students are more excited 

by new media. Hence, the students can follow the practice on operating the 

Pronunciation Coach program and the students also look active when the learning 

goes on. The teaching learning situation as follows: 

3.1.1 Opening  

Generally, the procedure of teaching learning English in the two 

meeting of observation is mostly same. The teacher started lesson by reciting 

salam in the opening of all observatios. The class is started by reciting 

basmalah and prayer together because the school is Islamic school. The 

teacher greeted the students by saying “Good Morning. How are you?”, then 

followed by checking the students’s attendance and asked the reason when 

there was the absent student. 

Then the teacher continued the lesson by reviewing the material 

learned in the last meeting and what the coherence with the material today. 

The teacher conditioned the students as good as possible to continue 

presenting the new material of pronunciation to be learned by using 

Pronunciation Coach program. The teacher explained how they use the 

program by showing the application on LCD. 

3.1.2 Main Activity 

The teacher only used Pronunciation Coach program to the VIII C 

grade students of SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Kartasura. This program helps us to 

learn pronunciation deeply. The teacher used this program where discussed 

reading aloud in recount text. This programs is used to show how to pronunce 

any words or sentences, to record your pronunciation, to score your 

pronunciaton, etc. Teacher explained and practiced how using Pronunciation 

Coach program. Then each student should try by using microphone and the 

result would be showed.  
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The teacher gave a recount text to be read together by the students. 

First, the students read the text without teacher’s correction till the end. Then, 

the teacher wrote unclear words which have been read by the students. The 

teacher started to use the Pronunciation Coach program with those words. 

The teacher explained the Pronunciation Coach program before the students 

use it. After all has been finished, the teacher gave students the opportuny to 

try in using Pronunciation Coach program. Based on this technique, the 

students are so interesting because by using the Pronunciation Coach 

program they can improve their pronunciation that support their speaking 

ability. 

3.1.3 Closing 

The closing activity has purpose to know the student’s mastery 

which be expected the competency. Beside that, the teacher will know the 

competency already and the students who have not yet mastered. In the end of 

the class, the teacher asked the students who have been brave to explain what 

the material has been learned today. If it is felt they have understood, the 

teacher closed and said some advices to students. Like the opening activity 

which opened by reciting Basmalah and prayer together, the closing activity 

was closed by reciting Hamdalah and prayer together. 

3.2 The problems faced by the teacher in using Pronunciation Coach program 

Based on observations and interviews, the researcher concludes that there are 

some difficulties in teaching pronunciation using Pronunciation Coach program 

faced by the teacher, namely: external factor and internal factor.  

3.2.1 External Factor 

It is an economic background. This program only can be installed 

in a computer but the student’s background cames from middle economic 

family. This statement based on the interview with the English teacher. So, 

the students did not have a laptop or computer in their house to install the 

Pronunciation Coach program. The students only had limit time to learn 

pronunciation by using that program in the school. The students were getting 

short time when they had to use the Pronunciation Coach program 

interchangeably in the classroom. This situation was happened because SMP 

Muhammadiyah 1 Kartasura did not have a language laboratory. 
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3.2.2 Internal Factor 

The internal factor is devided into five parts; Shame, Interest, The 

Display of the Pronunciation Coach Program, Motivation, and School 

Facility. These internal factors are described as follows: 

 

 

3.2.2.1 Shame 

Based on the observations and interviews, the first internal 

factor is shame which is had by some students in learning process by new 

media, the Pronunciation Coach program. They were ashamed if their 

voice is listened by public. The students were ashamed if the student 

would make an error. The students also stated that they would be ashamed 

when their classmate would deride their mistakes in operating the 

Pronunciation Coach program. Although so, the students would be ok 

when they got feedback and correction from the teacher. 

 

3.2.2.2 Interest  

The second point of internal factor is student’s interest. How 

students will interested the class activity? So, the teacher have to prepare 

good material and interest technique such as the teacher used the different 

media in teaching pronunciation, it is Pronunciation Coach program. 

Student’s interest is not only lies on good materials but how the teacher’s 

explanation. The students will not intersted though the material is good but 

the teacher have to transfer the good material creatively. So, the students 

will interested and understand the materials easily. 

 

3.2.2.3 The Display of the Pronunciation Coach program 

In the chapter two, the researcher has given display of the 

Pronunciation Coach program. Actually, the display is good and colored 

but it has small display. The display is only ½ of  the computer’s screen. It 

has been explained before that it made some students at the back got 

difficulty to see the Pronunciation Coach display.  It decreased their 

learning spirit. Plus the noise of the next class made the back students did 



8 

 

not focus on teacher’s explanation. Then, they discussed things outside of 

the material being studied. The display of the Pronunciation Coach 

program was set on personal dekstop. The personal dekstop made it easy 

the teacher to explain and the students to pay attention to the explanation. 

 

3.2.2.4 Motivation  

Based on two observations, the researcher claimed that the 

motivation from the teacher influences student’s spirit in learning activity. 

Motivation is media to rise up student’s attention to learn materials. It is 

proved in teaching and learning pronunciation by using Pronunciation 

Coach program when the researcher did observation. The students are 

enthusiastic when the teacher explained the benefits of learning 

Pronunciation Coach program. But some students who sat in the back of 

the class are less enthusiastic because the noise from next classroom so 

teacher’s voice was less obvious. 

 

3.2.2.5 School facility 

The school facilities is the last point which the researcher 

choosed. This choice based on observations and interviews. The teaching 

and learning pronunciation by using Pronunciation Coach program is 

happened in the class so it hampered student’s activity to practice the 

Pronunciation Coach program. This teaching and learning process can not 

be implemented in the language laboratory because there only to learn 

computer lesson. Based on the statement above, the language laboratory is 

one of the school facility to help teacher and students in teaching and 

learning activity by using the Pronunciation Coach program exactly. The 

students will get personal dekstop if the school makes available the 

language laboratory.  

3.3 The strength and weakness of the Pronunciation Coach program 

3.3.1 The strengths of the Pronunciation Coach program 

1. The Pronunciation Coach program can increase student’s sense of 

responsibility in practicing their pronunciation or students spirit. 
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2. The Pronunciation Coach program can make students more active 

and brave. 

3. The Pronunciation Coach program can develop the student’s ability 

in pronunciation. 

4. The Pronunciation Coach program can raise student’s motivation and 

interst. 

5. All students can practice the Pronunciation Coach program in front of 

class. 

 

3.3.2 The weaknesses of the Pronunciation Coach program 

1. Some students are passive when other student was practicing in front 

of the class. 

2. This activity needs a lot of time 

3. Sometimes class is not controlled so the teacher has to manage the 

class well. 

4. The Pronunciation Coach program only can installed in the computer 

or laptop. 

5. The Pronunciation Coach program has smaller window than other 

software in general. 

 

The observation finding showed that the implementation of teaching 

pronunciation using the Pronunciation Coach program to the VIII C grade students of 

SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Kartasura runs well. The researcher compared the underlying 

theories with the research finding to ask the objectives of this reserch. On the 

achievement of the objectives of education need the students did learn, Whittaker in 

Aunurrahman (2014; 35) suggests learning is the process by which the conduct posed 

or altered through training or learning experience. The students had gotten new 

experience through learning with new media such as the Pronunciation Coach 

program. 
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4 CONCLUSION 

In this point, the researcher deals the conclusion of the implementation of 

teaching pronunciation using the Pronunciation Coach program to the VIII C grade 

students of Muhammadiyah 1 Kartasura. 

The syllabus and lesson planning guide the teacher to prepare the 

material. The teacher uses new media the Pronunciation Coach program that makes 

the teaching learning process more interest but less effective and efficient. There are 

some problems faced by the teacher in implementing Pronunciation Coach program to 

the students, (1) the program only can installed in the computer not cellphone while 

the student’s background come from middle till low economy that have not a 

computer. (2) there are some students that they were passive and embarrassed. (3) 

sometimes there was noise when the teaching pronunciation using the Pronunciation 

Coach program ongoing, so the focus of teaching and learning will be disturbed. 

After doing this research, the writer gets many knowledge about teaching 

pronunciation by using Pronunciation Coach program. Studying of teaching 

pronunciation using Pronunciation Coach program is not only for the writer but also 

for the learners for learning education and the teacher. The researcher tries to give 

some pedagogical implications from this research. There are three pedagogical 

implications, namely: the importance of understanding active teaching learning, the 

importance of understanding student’s characteristic, and the importance of giving 

education service. 

4.1 The importance of understanding active teaching learning. 

It is important to know the active student in teaching and learning 

process in the classroom. Based on research finding, there were few passive 

students because they sat on the back class. The teacher has to build student’s 

confident feeling and be brave to express their opinion and try to operating the 

Pronunciation Coach program in front of the class. The teacher has to manage the 

class comprehensively.  

4.2 The importance of understanding student’s characteristic  

Every student has their own characteristic. The teacher can see how the 

student’s characteristic when teaching learning process in the class going on. 

Based on the research finding, the researcher found some characteristics such as 

students are ashamed, low motivation, high and low interested, and brave. By 
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knowing the student’s characteristics, the teacher can choose media in teaching 

learning process such as Pronunciation Coach program. It has purpose to improve 

the student’s ability and enjoy to implement in teaching learning process. So, the 

students can be more comfortable and they can easy to understand what the 

teacher gives the material to the students.    

4.3 The importance of giving education service 

The education service is school facilities that can support the student’s 

success in learning Pronunciation Coach program. The researcher has described 

before that Pronunciation Coach program only can be installed on the computer 

or laptop. Then the teaching learning by using Pronunciation Coach program 

should be done in the language laboratory. By giving education service can 

infuence teaching learning process in every school. This also facilitates the 

teacher delivers the material to the students easily. 
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