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DAUGHTER’S SACRIFICE WHILE LIVING WITHOUT FATHER IN 

LOUISA MAY ALCOTT’S LITTLE WOMEN NOVEL (1868): A FEMINIST 

APPROACH. 

Abstrak 

Penelitian ini memfokuskan pada analisis pengorbanan anak perempuan saat 

hidup tanpa seorang ayah di novel Little Women dari Louisa May Alcott (1868) 

berdasarkan pendekatan feminisme. Tipe penelitian ini bersifat kualitatif. Tujuan 

penelitian ini untuk menganalisis pengorbanan anak perempuan saat hidup tanpa 

seorang ayah di novel Little Women (1868). Penelitian ini penulis mengambil 

sumber data informasi yang terdiri dari data primer dan sekunder. Novel Little 

Women (1868) merupakan data primer, dan data sekunder diambil dari buku-

buku, jurnal, dan sumber internet berdasarkan novel Little Women (1868). Penulis 

menganalisis penelitian ini tentang analisis pengorbanan dan analisis feminist 

berdasarkan novel ini. Penelitian ini berdasarkan pendekatan feminisme yang 

terdiri dari peran wanita, partisipasi wanita, posisi wanita, dan hak wanita. 

Kesimpulan dari penelitian ini adalah pendekatan feminist berkorelasi dengan 

pengorbanan anak perempuan yang menceritaka pengorbanan dan emansipasi 

wanita di novel ini. 

Kata kunci: Anak perempuan, Pengorbanan, Little Women, feminisme 

Abstarct 

This study concentrates on the analysis of daughter’s sacrifice while living 

without father in Little Women novel by Louisa May Alcott (1868) related to  a 

feminist approach.  Type of this study is qualitative research. The objective of this 

study is to analyze daughter’s sacrifice while living without father in Little 

Women novel (1868). This study, the researcher conducts the data source with 

primary data and secondary data sources. The novel Little Women (1868) is the 

primary data, and the secondary data taken from the books, journals, and internet 

revenue related to the novel Little Women (1868). The researcher analyzes this 

study about sacrifice analysis and feminist analysis based on the novel. This study 

related to feminist approach consists of women’s role, women’s participant, 

women’s position and women’s right. The result of this study is the feminist 

approach correlate with daughter’s sacrifice that tells the sacrifice and women’s 

emancipation in this novel. 

Keyword: Daughter, Sacrifice, Little Women, feminism
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1. INTRODUCTION

According to Humm (1990) in The Dictionary of Feminist Theory 

informs that feminism joins both conventions of rise to rights of women (the 

organized development to achive women’s right) and a belief system of social 

change which points to make a world for women past straightforward social 

correspondence. Feminist theory is that men and women should be equal 

politically, economically and socially. Feminist believes that there is diversity 

between women and men, women always becomes the second number in 

society. feminist shows that the position and right between women and men are 

equal.  Women have the same opportunnity as a men in society. feminist idea 

that is patriarchal Western society subsumes the role of women with the use of 

language constructs and representations of aociety based on male viewpoints. 

Bell Hooks (in Mandell, 1995) informs that feminism consists of social, 

ecconomic, and political commitment to erasing race, class, and sexual 

determination and reorienting society in case individual self-development. 

There are four major principles of feminism are women’s position, 

women’s role, women’s rights, women’s participation. Women’s position is 

women has a special form of life its known patriarchy which men is the 

superior social roles and subordinated women and exploited exposition. The 

possition of women is lesser than men. Women’s role is women is just as a 

women in family, women just take care for their family and protect their 

family. De Beauvior (1993), women’s role treated in house hold jobs, women 

is responsible to their house and their children. Women’s right is women and 

men have the same right in society, every human should be equal. Anderson 

(1983: 139) “All people should be given equal opportunities and civil right 

should be extended to all.” Women’s participation according De Beauvior 

(1993: 457) is “women’s participation in domestic spheres is closed to be 

wives and mother.” Women has less participation in their life. 
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Sacrifice is to give something useful to someone else with a sincere heart 

without expecting anything. Sometimes sacrifice is given to the loved one. 

Someone who makes a sacrifice for someone else is usually more than helpful 

word. There are so many meaning of sacrifice. Afford sacrifice will be very 

worthwhile and beneficial for people who get help, even that sacrifice is not 

too much. Someone who gives sacrifice for someone else will be getting the 

prizes by god. Sacrifice is doing something with kindness and sincerely. 

Richard Thieme (2014) informs that to make a sacrifice means being willing to 

sacrifice ourselves. It implies that we giving up our time, our energy, even our 

lives. It can be as quite as dedicating our lives to justice and truth and acts of 

compation. Sacrificing requires a change of heart, and not just a change of 

behavior. Some of those were saved would likely waste the life they had given. 

Some would even go so far as to mock and ridicule his decision. Someone or 

people make a sacrifce is when they know how the someone else’s important 

than itself. Sacrifice is something to give an act in someone else’s need. We 

make a sacrifice but does not hope the gifts from other people that we help.   

Little Women novel, was published in 1868. The author of the novel was 

born  in Gemantown, Pensylvania, on November 12, 1832. She wrote Little 

Women in two volumes, the volume was realesed in 1868 and the second 

volume was published in 1869. The novel pursue the story life  of four 

daugthers Margareth, Josephine, Elizabeth and Amy March. This novel is 

based on Alcott’s live. The first volume consist of 23 chapters and the second 

volume consist of 47chapters. Little Women novel describes the main 

characters who have an passionate to sacrifice and struggling life. The March 

girls workhard to fulfill the family’s need, when their father has lost his 

property and becomes poor, it is because of their father is away as a chaplain in 

civil war.  

Little Women novel is an interesting novel. The first printing of this novel 

sold out, and other copies were printed, a British edition was scheduled and 

published begged for a sequel. This novel also had been adapted for a film. The 

brief of this study is about daughter’s sacrifice while living without father and 
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the feminist based on the novel. The other studies is also conduct the analysis 

with this novel by Ahmad Ibnul Wahid, the issue of his study is the meaning of 

happiness with the theory a psychological approach, and the other study by 

Isnaini Ainun Rinayati, with her issue gender streotypes. Based on the other 

research from another reseacher, the reseacher recently will concentrate on the 

study to explain that daughter’s sacrifice and the feminist approach based on 

the Little Women (1868) novel.  

2. RESEARCH METHOD

In analyzing daughter’s sacrifice in Little Women novel (1868), the 

research avail this study with qualitative study. The study does not need data 

calculation or data statistic. Type of data of this study is tactual data. For 

conduct the data, the researcher using primary data and secondary data. The 

Little Women novel (1868) by Louisa May Alcott is primary data source of this 

study and other sources are internet sources, article, and books related of this 

novel and this study is the secondary data. The formal object of this research is 

few books and sources disccussing about the sacrifice, The material object of 

this research is Little Women novel by Louisa May Alcott. Technique and 

method of collecting the data of this sutdy, first the researcher reading and 

knowing Little Women novel quickly, write the important information in the 

novel, determining the theory and the characters of the novel, classifying data 

of the novel, and making conclusion and suggestion after analysis the novel. 

The object of this study is to analyzed how daughter sacrificed in the novel and 

analyze the novel related to feminist approach.  

3. RESEARCH FINDING AND DISCUSSION

Little Women is a simply drama romance novel with all the main 

characters do the kindness and spread the happiness for others.  

3.1 Sacrifice Analysis 

Little Women describes that the struggle sacrifice in face life when the 

figure of the father is absence. In sacrifice analysis Little Women novel, 
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Sacrifice is the important need. March daughters make a sacrifice in their 

life for their family and their father. It begins when Mr.March has lost fortune 

and brings his family in poverty, Mr.March is also away from his family so that 

March’s daughters make a sacrifice with workshard everyday, sacrifice their 

energy and their time to change their family from poverty. This depicted in the 

quotation below. 

“Jo and I are going to make fortunes for you all, just wait ten years and 

see if we don’t.” (LW 1868: 280) 

“We’ll work like bees, and love it too, see if we don’t.....” (LW, 1868: 

210) 

One of the sacrifice is depicted in Jo’s character, she selling her hair to 

get some money when there was a message that Mr.March was ill in civil war 

and her mother does not has money to go in civil war to nurse Mr.March, but 

Jo quitely sold her hair to get money for her mother. Jo sacrificed her hair to 

get money as in her idea. 

“I hadn’t the least idea of selling my hair at first, but as I went along I 

kept thinking what I could do...” (LW, 1868: 289) 

March’s daughter face many problems in make sacrifice. The problems is 

when Jo and Meg have a desire to make a fortunes for thier family in order to 

there is no one offend their family again. 

3.2 Feminist Analysis 

The major characters describes the value of feminism. Meg, is the oldest 

daughter of March family in women’s position she always be a real woman 

who keeps the main role as a woman. Unlike Meg, Jo the second daughter, she 

is tomboy and always puts the position as a man while there is no father but she 

is kindness and hardworker woman.  

In women’s position, the reseacher find the emancipation of woman. It is 

depicted in Beth charcater. She is as a housewifely but Little Women novel told 

that the women can work as a men also. As in Jo’s said.     

“I’m sure we work hard enough to earn it.” (LW, 1868:3) 
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In women’s role of little women novel, it is about the gender roles as Meg 

is always and tried to be ladylike in her society. Jo is also tried to be the real 

woman even it is hard for her. Little women also explains that the women’s role 

to works and makes fortunes to their family and change their poverty to be 

sufficiency life. It describes in Meg’s dialogue. 

“It is one of her aristocratic tastes, and quite proper, for a real lady is...”  

(LW,1868: 44)  

“Margaret found a place nursery governess and felt rich with her small 

salary...” (LW, 1868: 63) 

In women’s right of little women novel, that women’s right is comparable 

with men. It means the women’s right is the same as the men right. It is 

depicted in the major characters, Meg, Jo, Beth and Amy work that they can. 

The women’s right is freedom to learn, to take a job, and anything as the men 

did. Amy, the one of major character in this novel describes that she has a right 

position in women, to learn and school, this proved in the quotation. 

“For you don’t have to go to school with impertinent girls....” (LW, 

1868:4) 

In women’s partcipation of this novel describes that March’s daughters is 

always participate in their society. women’s participation is also the same as a 

men participation in politic, economic, and society. When Meg is as a nursery 

govern to get fortunes for her family. 

“Margaret found a place as nursery governess and felt rich with her 

salary....” (LW, 1868: 63) 

Little women novel have values of feminism and values of sacrifice. It is 

depicted in the major characters who always exhibits the characters as women 

and make a sacrifice in their life to their parents and family. In spite of they 

feel that their life is hard and not fair but they always make a rock of happiness 

and sincerity in their life.  

4. CONCLUSION

After the reseacher analyze the novel, the reseacher makes the conclusion 

in two parts.
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The first is based on sacrifice analysis, Little Women novel tells about 

daughter’s sacrifice for living, while the figure of father is absence in home. 

Little Women novel explains that the daily daughter’s life in a simplicity 

family. the four of daughters of March family make a sacrifice with their 

sincerity heart and make a sacrifice with their all life to help their parents. 

Replacing the duty of a father figure in home nor in their works. Not only make 

a sacrifice for their parents but for other people also although their family is 

poor and defieciency. Daughters make sacrifce to workhard and make anything 

to be fortunes even if their life was hard and struggle. Replacing their duty of 

father figure in home nor in their work. They also make sacrifice for other 

people. They make sacrifice for eveyone that need a help. It is when the 

christmas day is coming, although they in poor family but they give some their 

food for poor women. they make a sacrifice although they need it.  

The second depends on feminist analysis, the researcher finds that the 

basic concepts of feminist in this novel, In women’s postion finds in Little 

Women novel, there are a real position to be a women, and the position based 

on gender.  In women’s role, the reseacher finds in this novel, there is a role of 

women to be a women its depicted in Meg character. And in women’s right, 

the reseacher finds in the Little Women novel, there are women’s right depicted 

in the novel. It decribed in Amy’s characters, Jo, and Meg. They have a 

comparable right in society and a job with a men. The fourth basic concept of 

feminist is women’s participation. The reseacher is also finds women ‘s 

participation in Little Women novel, March’s daughters have a good society in 

her life, make a friend and be women society.  
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