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OPPRESSION TO WOMEN IN SHIRLEY CONRAN’S CRIMSON NOVEL 

(1992):  A FEMINIST LITERARY CRITICISM 

 

ABSTRAK  

Penelitian  ini bertujuan menjelaskan  tentang penindasan wanita  yang  terjadi dalam 

novel  Crimson  (1992)  karya Shirley Conran menggunakan  teori  feminism. Novel 

Crimson (1992) dianalisis merujuk pada dua poin. Pertama adalah analisis  

berdasarkan  struktur elemen,  kedua  adalah  analisis mengenai  penindasan wanita  

menggunakan  teori  feminism. Penelitian  ini menggunakan pendekatan deskriptif  

kualitatif.  Penelitian  ini  menggunakan  dua  sumber  data,  yang  pertama adalah  

novel  Crimson (1992)  karya  Shirley Conran  yang  mana  novel  ini sebagai  

sumber  utama.  Sumber  data  kedua  adalah  pencarian  dari  buku,  jurnal, biografi 

penulis, dan sumber yang berhubungan dengan penelitian. Dua jenis sumber tersebut  

diperoleh melalui  perpustakaan  dan  internet  yang  dianalisa menggunakan analisa 

deskriptif. Berdasarkan penelitian  tersebut, peneliti menyimpulkan beberapa 

kesimpulan. Pertama adalah struktur elemen novel yang diperoleh melalui karakter 

dan  karakterisasi,  latar  tempat  dan  waktu,  plot,  sudut  pandang,  dan  tema  yang 

tersusun menjadi  satu  sebagai  cerita dalam novel Crimson  (1992). Kedua adalah 

berdasarkan teori feminism. 

 

Kata Kunci: Penindasan Wanita, Struktur Elemen Novel, Teori Feminism 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

This study aims to explain the aspect of lesbian of the main character that occurred in 

Crimson (1992) novel by Shirley Conran using feminism theory. Crimson (1992) 

novel analysis refers to two points.  First is the analysis based on structural elements, 

the second is an analysis of oppression to women that use the theory of feminism. 

This research uses descriptive qualitative approach. This study uses two sources of 

data, the first is Crimson (1992) novel by Shirley Conran which is the main source of 

this novel. The second source of data is the searching from books, journals, author 

biographies, and research-related sources. The  two  types of sources are  obtained 

through  libraries  and  the  internet  analyzed  using  descriptive  analysis. Based on 

these studies, the researcher concluded some conclusions. The first is the structural 

element of the novel obtained through character and characterization, the setting of 

place and time, plot, point of view, and theme arranged into one as a story in Crimson 

(1992) novel. The second is based on the feminist theory. 

 

Keywords: Opression to Women, Structural Element Novel, Feminist Theory 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Oppression is the condition that happens when people are pushed 

down by societies or   people of weak and people who are not able  to  resist 

when  they are oppressed by others. In the real life people do not escape from 

the oppression. People who feel oppression are weak people, for example; 

oppression experienced by college students that are conducted by the senior 

etc (Deutsch, 2006: 76). 

In the 19th century, woman and men were expected to fill separate 

area. Men were expected to live a public life, the can work everything they 

want, socializing with others men in public places, like café, bars, or club. On 

the other side, women were usually expected to spend their life in home, 

taking care of the cooking, cleaning, and child rearing. Free time for women 

was not supposed to be spent socializing but doing other things related to the 

maintenance of the family, from sewing socks to laundry. Moreover, not all 

women can get formal education. People think education for women are not 

important. 

Feminism, according to Michael Ryan is ideology that asks why 

women have played a subordinate role to men in human societies. It is 

concerned with how women’s live have changed throughout history, and it 

ask what about women experience is different from men’s, either as result of 

an essential ontological or psychological difference or as a result of historical 

imprinting and social construction (Ryan, 1997: chapter 6). 

Feminism and feminist movement help women to have better life in 

the imbalance social construction. Solve oppression in public and private 

social life. However, the oppression toward women not only happens in social 

life but also happens in literary world, like what happen in real life, in literary 
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world women is always being object. Sugihastuti and Suharto said that in the 

literary work story, a man loved a woman because she was beautiful, 

attractive, event sensual. Man ignore other qualities that occured to the 

woman (Sugihastuti and Suharto: 2005,viii). It is one example of women 

oppression in literary work. Men appreciate women only from their beauty 

and sexuality. 

Shirley Conran presented oppression to women through the women 

characters in Crimson novel. Women never have their own authority to 

determine their self existence in their marriage life. Women cannot transform 

their sexual need because of their position subordinate to men. They just like 

an object that being property of men. They got much marital violence; rape, 

sexual abuse, verbal violence even physical violence. Women commanded to 

be obedient child that followed all men wanted, just like hand doll. Men as 

puppeteer held the important role to play women’s action in their marriage 

life. Men have the authority, the power, and the legitimation to dominate 

women. 

The major character in Crimson novel by Shirley Cornan is Elinor 

O’Dare, a bestselling romantic novelist. She spends her rest of life 

remembering the horror of her marriage life. Shirley Conran shares women 

life in male domination. Elinor described as obedient wife that fooled in the 

high and holy institution called marriage. She realizes what her husband did is 

something inhuman and cruel. However, she still believes that as wife she 

should do something to defend her marriage, anything she needs to do. She 

sacrifices her happiness life and exchanges it for the happiness of her man. 

She is influenced by many Romans reading that told about women life with 

charming and kind man. 

1.1. Problem Statement  
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Based on  the background of  the  study  the  researcher  aims  at the 

analyzing oppression to women major characters described in Shirley 

Conran’s Crimson. 

 

1.2. Limitation of Study 

The researcher focuses this research in analyzing oppression to women 

in Shirley Conran’s Crimson Novel (1992) on Feminist Literary 

Criticism. 

1.3. Underlying Theory 

In this chapter, the writer discusses about the feminist theory used to 

analyze in Shirley Conran’s Novel Crimson. Feminist literary criticism is 

literary criticism informed by feminist theory, or, more broadly, by the 

politics of feminism. It uses feminist principles and ideology to critique 

the language of literature. This school of thought seeks to analyze and 

describe the ways in which literature portrays the narrative of male 

domination by exploring the economic, social, political, and 

psychological forces embedded within literature. This way of thinking 

and criticizing works can be said to have changed the way literary texts 

are viewed and studied, as well as changing the canon of what is taught. 

1.3.1 Feminist Theory 

Feminist theory is a major branch of theory within 

sociology that is distinctive for how its creators shift their 

analytic lens, assumptions, and topical focus away from the male 

viewpoint and experience. In doing so, feminist theory shines 

light on social problems, trends, and issues that are otherwise 

overlooked or misidentified by the historically dominant male 

perspective within social theory. Key areas of focus within 

feminist theory include discrimination and exclusion on the basis 

of sex and gender, objectification, structural and economic 
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inequality, power and oppression, and gender roles and 

stereotypes, among others. 

 

 

1.3.2 Major Varieties of Feminism       

Feminism has some major varieties, such as, Liberal, Marxist, 

Radical, socialist (sometimes called “dual system” theory), and 

Psychoanalytic.  

1.3.1.1. Liberal Feminism 

Gender prejudice is based around individual ignorance. 

Education is seen as a valuable tool in the battle against 

discrimination based around ignorance. It is possible to 

legislate (pass laws) against sexual discrimination as a way of 

changing individual attitudes and behavior. For example, the 

Sex Discrimination and Equal Pay Acts in the 1970's in 

Britain. 

The general position of women in our society has 

significantly improved in the past 100 years. Woman has legal 

equality with men, although they still do not have status 

equality with men (that is, males still tend to have generally 

higher social status than women). The goal of women’s 

liberation is freeing women from oppressive gender roles: 

sexual and gender equality. Liberal feminism led to advances 

in the economic sphere, in equality of opportunity and in civil 

rights. 

1.3.1.2. Marxist Feminism 

Lens of class. Influence: the philosophies of Marx and 

Engles. Key concepts: class, wealth, capitalism. Explanation: 

women's oppression originated in the introduction of private 
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property. Capitalism is the cause of women's oppression. 

Prescription: The capitalist system must be replaced by a 

socialist system in which the means of production belong to 

one and all.   

Rejection of the abstract individualism of liberal 

feminism. Emphasis on our social nature, as it is our social 

existence (class, the kind of work we do) that determines our 

consciousness. A woman’s conception of herself is a product 

of her social existence which is largely defined by the kind of 

work she does—relegated largely to domestic work in the 

private sphere and the reproduction of the species (rather than 

production). With its emphasis on economic factors, Marxist 

Feminists see women as a distinct economic class, rather than 

as individuals, analyzing the connections between women’s 

work status and their self-image. Capitalism perpetuates the 

subordination of women by enforcing their economic 

dependence on men. 

1.3.1.3. Radical Feminism 

Lens of sex/gender and sexuality.  Influence: to some 

extent the black power movement, other social and progressive 

movements of the 1960s. the key concepts of radical are 

biology, sex/gender system, patriarchy, power, dominance, 

hierarchy. Explanation: women's biology is closely related to 

their oppression, as well as all the manifestations of sexual 

violence. Prescript ion: generally revolves around their 

conception of female biology, perhaps androgyny (radical-

liberation feminists), separatism (radical-lesbian feminists), 

recovery of an authentic female nature (radical-cultural 

feminists).   
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1.3.1.4. Socialist Feminism 

Influence: Marxism, psychoanalysis, radical feminism 

the key concepts of socialist feminism are unity and integration 

of capitalist system and patriarchy explanation: women's 

oppression is complexly determined by a variety of forces, 

including economic, social, and psychological.  

Socialist feminism attempts to synthesize best insights 

of Marxist and Radical feminism. Capitalism, male dominance, 

racism, imperialism are intertwined and inseparable. Socialist 

feminism remains more historical than biological and more 

specific than universal: recognizes all the important differences 

among human beings—class, sex, but also age, race, ethnicity, 

nationality, sexual orientation. 

1.3.1.5. Psychoanalytic Feminism  

The lens of psyche. Influence: Freud, the 

psychoanalytic movement, including object relations theory 

Key concepts: sexuality, the Oedipus complex, id, ego, 

superego Explanation: women's oppression is tied to the 

manner in which she resolves the Oedipus complex. 

Prescription: altering parenting habits, 

reconceptualizing the Oedipal stage; women must gain insight 

into how their psychic lives–especially their sexual lives—

were structured while they were still infants. The weaknesses 

of psychoanalytic feminism is female sexuality parasitic upon 

male sexuality. How does psychoanalysis deal with issues of 

race and class? 

1.3.3 Notion Oppression 

Oppression is a type of injustice. Oppression is the inequitable 

use of authority, law, or physical force to prevent others from 
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being free or equal. The verb oppress can mean to keep someone 

down in a social sense, such as an authoritarian government might 

do in an oppressive society. It can also mean to mentally burden 

someone, such as with the psychological weight of an oppressive 

idea. 

Oppression is the condition that happens when people are 

pushed down by societies or   people of weak and people who are 

not able  to  resist when  they are oppressed by others. In the real 

life people do not escape from the oppression. People who feel 

oppression are weak people, for example; oppression experienced 

by college students that are conducted by the senior etc (Deutsch, 

2006: 76). In much of the written literature of the ancient and 

medieval world, we have evidence of women's oppression by men 

in European, Middle Eastern and African cultures.  Women did not 

have the same legal and political rights as men, and were under 

control of fathers and husbands in almost all societies. In some 

societies in which women had few options for supporting their life 

if not supported by a husband, there was even a practice of ritual 

widow suicide or murder.  (Asia continued this practice into the 

20th century with some cases occurring in the present as well.) In 

Greece, often held up as a model of democracy, women did not 

have basic rights, and could own no property nor could they 

participate directly in the political system. In both Rome and 

Greece, women's very movement in public was limited.  There are 

cultures today where women rarely leave their own homes. 

But whether they focus on biology or social structures or a 

combination of both, most feminist theories view male supremacy 

as universal and having existed for all time, regardless of the 

economic basis of society. Socialists and Marxists, however, argue 
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that the oppression which women experience today has not always 

existed but is rooted in the rise of societies based on private 

property and divided into classes – a process which began to take 

place around 10,000 years ago. 

The phenomena of women oppression in literature has been 

historical problems for women. Women writer never get good 

respond like men in literary world. So, there are few women who 

become a writer. Most of great writers who have big contribution 

in literary world are men. That is why women never important for 

literary growth, so the birth of feminist literary criticism is the 

reaction of women oppression described in literature. Feminist 

literary criticism has the purpose to read and examine male 

domination toward female in literary world. 

2. RESEARCH METHOD 

In this research, the researcher use qualitative research. Qualitative 

research is a method of inquiry employed in many different and social 

academic disciplines. The researcher use formal object and material object. 

Formal object of the study is some article about the woman oppression and 

material object of the study is Crimson a novel written by Shirley Conran. 

3. RESEARCH FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

3.1 Feminist Analysis 

3.1.1 Liberal Feminism 

The goal of women’s liberation is freeing women from 

oppressive gender roles: sexual and gender equality. Liberal 

feminism led to advances in the economic sphere, in equality 

of opportunity and in civil rights. The main problem of liberal 

feminism its tendency to accept male values universal values. 

All women should want to become like men, to aspire to 

masculine values. Liberal feminism can be found in Crimson 
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novel is when Billy treated Clare cruelty only when there was 

nobody around to see him do it.  

Poor Clare. As the eldest, she was the only sister with 

vague memories o her dead parents, and she had a 

forlorn air, as if she were a lost child, forgotten on 

some railway station platform. She survived Billy’s 

cruel attacks in the only ways that a vulnerable young 

child could: by mentally withdrawing from any painful 

scene and by hopefully using magical means. Hidden 

behind the rhododendron bushes, she would mix potion 

of berries and grass and daydream, as she willed 

Daddy Billy to die. 

3.1.2 Marxist Feminism 

Rejection of the abstract individualism of liberal 

feminism. Emphasis on our social nature, as it is our social 

existence (class, the kind of work we do) that determines our 

consciousness. A woman’s conception of herself is a product 

of her social existence which is largely defined by the kind of 

work she does—relegated largely to domestic work in the 

private sphere and the reproduction of the species (rather than 

production). With its emphasis on economic factors, Marxist 

Feminists see women as a distinct economic class, rather than 

as individuals, analyzing the connections between women’s 

work status and their self-image. Capitalism perpetuates the 

subordination of women by enforcing their economic 

dependence on men. 

Impact on comparable worth debate, wages for 

housework, women’s double-day. The weaknesses of Marxist 

Feminism include its obscuring differences between distinct 
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economic classes of men and women and its failure to make 

room for issues unrelated to the nature and function of work 

(the sex-gender system). 

In spite of all the early setbacks, the treachery, 

disappointments, and sheer drudgery, her success had 

been considerable: her twenty-two novels had been 

published in some forty countries; her fan mail arrived 

weekly by the sackful; and she received from everyone 

the respect that was her due. The legendary Elinor 

O’Dare was famous, successful and very, very rich. 

3.1.3 Radical Feminism 

Gender is the unquestioned framework in terms of 

which we perceive and interpret the world. Radical feminists 

appeal to women not as an economic class but as a class 

defined by the sex/gender system. Sexuality is the root cause of 

oppression—women are oppressed because they are women.  

Radical feminists, through their analysis of the gender 

system, first disclosed the elaborate system of male domination 

known as patriarchy. 

Radical feminists focus on the subordination of women 

as its primary concern—revealing how male power is exercised 

and reinforced through such practices as sexual harassment, 

rape, pornography, prostitution, as well as childbearing, 

housework, love and marriage. Radical feminists made stride 

in the battle against violence against women. 

In response to the almost total domination of women by 

men, radical feminists have tried to celebrate womanhood in 

contrast to the devaluation of women that pervades the larger 
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society, focusing on the creative power inherent in women’s 

biology.  

Biology gives rise to those psychological 

characteristics linked with women: nurturance, warmth, 

emotional expressiveness, endurance, practical common sense. 

A possible problem: in celebrating womanhood are they 

celebrating what has already been defined as feminine by the 

patriarchy? Some radical feminist theory was also biological 

determinist and obscured differences among women. 

 

The portrait always comforted Elinor. She remembered 

satisfying moments when the girls were small and she 

had taken a day of work and was about to take them out 

to tea or on a shopping trip: all three children would be 

clean and neat-sock  still pulled up, hair ribbons tied-

and almost quivering with eager anticipation. 

3.1.4 Socialist Feminism 

Socialist feminism attempts to synthesize best insights 

of Marxist and Radical feminism. Capitalism, male dominance, 

racism, imperialism are intertwined and inseparable. Socialist 

feminism remains more historical than biological and more 

specific than universal: recognizes all the important differences 

among human beings—class, sex, but also age, race, ethnicity, 

nationality, sexual orientation. 

Women, like all human beings, are constituted 

essentially by the social relations they inhabit. A women’s life 

experience is shaped by all these various dimensions. Refuses 

to reduce oppression to one single type or cause. 
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Elinor had been able to give her granddaughters what 

she had not had, and what she had been unable to give 

her only son, Edward: a life virtually free from care; a 

life in which there was the time and opportunity to look 

for happiness and, should they find it, simply to enjoy 

it, a life untroubled by the financial anxiety whit which 

Elinor had lived for the first forty-five years of her life. 

 

Elinor is a success writer, she have published twenty-

two novels and got big royalty. So, without her husband she 

could give anything for her children. 

3.1.5 Psychoanalytic Feminism 

The lens of psyche. Influence: Freud, the 

psychoanalytic movement, including object relations theory 

Key concepts: sexuality, the Oedipus complex, id, ego, 

superego Explanation: women's oppression is tied to the 

manner in which she resolves the Oedipus complex. 

Prescription: altering parenting habits, 

reconceptualizing the Oedipal stage; women must gain insight 

into how their psychic lives–especially their sexual lives—

were structured while they were still infants. The weaknesses 

of psychoanalytic feminism is female sexuality parasitic upon 

male sexuality. How does psychoanalysis deal with issues of 

race and class? 

“I don’t believe he loves you!” Miranda shouted. “If 

anything, you’re a one-night stand for Adam. Has he 

given you all the trimmings?” 
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“What the hell do you mean by that?” Miranda looked 

coldly at her sister. “Does he slowly lick between your 

toes? Does he run his lips over your entire body, so 

lightly that there seems to be only a warm space 

between your skin and his mouth, does he-“ 

3.1.6 Discussion 

Based on Feminist Analysis above, the researcher finds 

that the major characters Clare is obedient wife who loves her 

family so much. She would do anything for her family. Elinor 

was happy when she together with her children. She feels that 

true happiness had been rare in her life. So the moments with 

her children are so precious. In other hand Elinor is a success 

writer, she have published twenty-two novels and got big 

royalty. So, without her husband she could give anything for 

her children. 

Clare was treated cruelty by Billy since she was young. 

Poor Clare, she cannot speak up about her grandfather harsh 

treatment. She survived Billy’s cruel attacks in the only ways 

that a vulnerable young child could: by mentally withdrawing 

from any painful scene and by hopefully using magical means. 

Hidden behind the rhododendron bushes, she would mix potion 

of berries and grass and daydream, as she willed Daddy Billy 

to die.  

As a result of his mistreatment of her, Clare avoided 

Billy whenever possible. When she returned from school, she 

always asked if Daddy Billy at home or not. And if the answer 

“yes” no matter how cold the weather, Clare would 

immediately ask if she could play in the garden or go a walk in 

the woods. 
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4. CONCLUSION  

Based  on  the  analysis  from  previous  chapter,  the  researcher  can 

summarize  as  follows:  first,  from  structural  analysis  explained  that  in  

The Crimson novel shows that Elinor O’Dare, a bestselling romantic novelist. 

She is an obedient wife that fooled in the high and holy institution called 

marriage. She realizes what her husband did is something inhuman and cruel. 

However, she still believes that as wife she should do something to defend her 

marriage, anything she needs to do. 

Second character is Clare, Elinor’s granddaughter, she is the oldest one, 

has the problem with her sexual need, she never get climax. Clare feels 

unhappy with her marriage because her husband ignores her sexual need. 

Then, she must take same big decision when her husband went to bed with 

another woman. 

The main character Elinor would do anything for her family although 

she oppressed by her husband. And her granddaughter, Clare, who cannot 

speak up about harsh treatment from Billy decide to avoiding Billy no matter 

what 

Crimson by Shirley Conran is an interesting novel to be analyzed, we 

can learn from Elinor who loves her family so much, and her struggle with 

oppressed by her husband. The author suggests to other researchers to 

analyze the Crimson novels with different titles and research theories, 

because the novel is very easy to understand. The author also hopes that this 

research can be useful for the readers. 

This  research  can  be  used  as  a  reference  for  readers,  readers  can  

also make  this  study as  learning, especially on women's  rights, women can  

fight for what should be their right, and get the happiness that should be. 

Used for research  materials  with  different  topics.  The  readers  can  
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analyze  the resistance in The Color Purple novel by different methods or 

theories 
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