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CLASSROOM TECHNIQUES USED TO DEVELOP STUDENTS’ VOCABULARY 

REPERTOIRE: A NATURALISTIC STUDY AT SMP NEGERI 24 SURAKARTA IN 

2015/2016 ACADEMIC YEARS.  

Penelitian ini bertujuan memaparkan (1) teknik kelas dalam mengembangkan 

penguasaan kosa kata siswa di SMP Negeri 24 Surakarta  (2) tujuan tiap- tiap teknik kelas 

(3) peran guru (4) peran siswa dan (5) peran materi pembelajaran. Penelitian ini merupakan 

penelitian deskriptif kualitatif yang menggunakan pendekatan studi naturalistic. Data dari 

penelitian ini yaitu data kegiatan, informasi, dan dokumen skrip wawancara. Sumber yang 

diambil dari sumber data peristiwa, informan, dan dokumen. Metode pengumpulan data 

dalam penelitian ini adalah obeservasi, wawancara, dan dokumentasi. Hasil penelitian ini 

menunjukkan bahwa ada beberapa teknik kelas yang digunakan untuk mengembangkan 

kemampuan siswa dalam penguasaan kosa yaitu: menggunakan gambar sebagai media, 

diskusi, mengingat, menterjemahkan dari bahasa inggris ke Indonesia dan pengulangan. 

Selain menggunakan teknik kelas, baik guru dan murid memiliki peran sangat penting. Peran 

guru seperti sebagai pengatur, pemberi arahan, pengelola, pemberi fasilitas dan 

narasumber. Sedangkan siswa memiliki peran seperti: sebagai perencana, pemantau dan 

penilai, anggota dari sebuah kelompok, pengajar untuk teman yang lain dan sebagai pelajar. 

Dalam pengajaran, ada beberapa bahan yang digunakan oleh guru bahasa Inggris yaitu 

buku teks bahasa Inggris, buku untuk murid, kamus dan sumber lain yang sesuai dengan 

materi. Ini dapat disimpulkan bahwa guru bahasa Inggris di SMP Negeri 24 Surakarta 

menggunakan berbagai teknik kelas dalam proses belajar mengajar yang dapat 

mengembangkan kemampuan penguasaan kosakata. Berbagai macam teknik kelas tidak 

hanya membuat siswa tertarik tetapi juga menikmati proses belajar- mengajar di kelas. 

Terlebih siswa menjadi lebih aktif dan kreatif terutama dalam kemampuan penguasaan kosa 

kata mereka. Penelitian ini memberitahukan bahwa teknik menggunakan gambar sebagai 

media, diskusi, mengingat, menerjemahkan dari bahasa inggris ke bahasa Indonesia dan 

pengulangan dalam mengajar teks descritive, teks recound, percakapan dan brosur adalah 

signifikan untuk mengembangkan ketrampilan penguasaan kosa kata siswa. 

Kata kunci: Teknik- teknik kelas, peran guru, peran siswa, peran materi pendukung. 

ABSTRACT 

This study is aimed to describe (1) the classroom techniques to develop students’ 

vocabulary repertoire at SMP Negeri 24 Surakarta (2) the purposes of each classroom 

techniques (3) the students’ roles (4) the teachers’ roles and (5) the roles of instructional 

material. This research is a descriptive qualitative research employing naturalistic study 

approach. The data of this research were data activities, information, and document 

interview scripts. The data was taken from events, informants, and documents. The 

techniques of collecting the data in this study were observation, interview and 

documentation. The results of this study showed that there were some classroom techniques 

to develop students’ vocabulary repertoire such as: using picture as media, discussion, 

memorization, translation from English to Indonesia and repetition. In addition, by using 

classroom techniques, both teacher and student had crucial roles. The teachers’ roles were 

as controller, director, manager, facilitator and resource. Whereas, the students had some 

roles such as: as planner, monitor and evaluator, member of group, tutor for other friend and 

learner. The materials used by the English teacher were English textbook, English student 

book, dictionary and other resources related to the material. It could be concluded that the 

ABSTRAK 
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English teachers at SMP Negeri 24 Surakarta used various classroom techniques in 

teaching-learning process that can develop the students’ vocabulary repertoire. The variety 

teaching forms in classroom techniques not only made the students attracted but also enjoyed 

the teaching-learning process. Moreover the students became more active and creative 

especially in their vocabulary repertoire. This research confirms that technique using picture 

as media, discussion, memorization, translation from English to Indonesia and repetition in 

teaching descriptive text, recount text, mini talk and brochure are significant to develop 

students’ vocabulary repertoire.  

Key words: Classroom techniques, teachers’ roles, students’ roles, the roles of instructional 

material. 

1. INTRODUCTION

The most important element in learning English is vocabulary. Students need to 

master the English words well. Soon or later, if student wants to be a good English learner 

he/she must master the vocabulary. Learning vocabulary is not easy for students especially 

in Indonesia.  Therefore English should be learned by students as an important basic 

education. Vocabulary is the first and foremost important step in learning foreign 

language. In a classroom which students do not have knowledge about new foreign 

language, learning techniques  be made interactive and interesting if the introduction 

appropriate vocabulary exercises is interesting form. This paper explored the various 

techniques that could be incorporated in the teaching of vocabulary in classroom. The 

learner is called competent if the student could mastery four English skill such as listening, 

reading, writing and speaking. By mastery the skills, they should have much of vocabulary 

mastery. This research focuses on the classroom techniques used to develop students’ vocabulary 

repertoire at SMP Negeri 24 Surakarta and the components of this research are type of classroom 

techniques, the purposes of each classroom techniques, teachers’ role, students’ role and 

instructional material.  

According to Anthony (1965: 94) in Fauziati (2014: 11) an approach is a set of 

correlative assumptions about the nature of language and language learning, and a method 

is a plan for presenting the language material to be learned and should be based upon a 

selected approach. A technique is a very specific, concrete trick designed to accomplish an 

immediate objective the students can felt bored in learning English. The teacher should 

gained their knowledge about various techniques in teaching vocabulary skill which 

appropriate the students’ characteristic and learning style. Technique is something that 

actually important in language teaching or learning in the classroom. By explored the 

definition of approach, method and technique, we can conclude the difference among 

them. Approach is the basic acceptance of teacher’s personal philosophy about teaching-
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learning, and method is action of teacher such as teaching and learning role and 

instructional materials by selected approach, while technique is the real implementation 

happen when teaching-learning process in the classroom. 

In addition, to teacher’s approach, method and technique, other significant aspects in 

teaching vocabulary is the teacher and students roles. According to Brown (2000: 167) 

teacher have many roles in course of teaching. Such as: (1) Teacher as a controller, some 

control on your part is actually an important element of successfully carrying out 

interactive technique. (2) Teacher as director, some interactive classroom time can 

legitimately by structured in such a way that the teacher is like a conductor of an orchestra 

or director of a drama. (3) Teacher as manager, this metaphor captures managers of 

successful corporations, for example, retain control of certain larger objectives of the 

company, keep employees pointed toward goals, engage in ongoing evaluation and 

feedback. (4) Teacher as facilitator, a less directive role might be described as facilitating 

the process of learning, of making learning easier for students: helping them to clear away 

road blocks, to find shortcuts, to negotiate rough terrain. (5) Teacher as resource, in the 

lessons that you deliver, you should be able to assume all five these roles on this 

continuum of directive to non – directive teaching, depending on the purpose and context 

of an activity. This research is not the first on this area of teaching vocabulary repertoire.  

Based on the review above, the researcher is interested to describe the techniques 

used in teaching vocabulary repertoire, the types, the purposes of each technique, teacher’s 

role, student’s roles and the roles of instructional material at SMP Negeri 24 Surakarta. To 

prove the originality of this research, the writer takes some previous study related to 

classroom techniques used to develop vocabulary repertoire. Those are, Qodir (2007), 

Mary (2010), Latifah (2010), Aninda (2015), Khalimah (2015). 

The first previous study is that by Qodir (2007) entitled A Study on the Students 

Vocabulary Mastery after Following the Reading Comprehension Class at Students 

Second Year of Nursing Academy Muhammadiyah University of Ponorogo. The objectives 

in this research in teaching vocabulary repertoire which enable the students extract the 

useful knowledge from English text can be reached. The result analysis shows that the 

highest percentage that categorized into good score. Benge Mary (2010) in her research 

entitled Using Keyword Mnemonics to Develop Secondary Students’ Vocabularies. The 

objective of the research is to show the relationship between vocabulary knowledge and 

reading comprehension and student are able continue to grow their vocabularies 

mnemonics as a way to actively engage her students in learning new vocabulary. Latifah 
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(2010) in his research entitled Improving Students’ Vocabulary using Songs on The Fourth 

Year at LPK Mitra English Course Jatikom Klaten. In this study, aim to know describe the 

ways of processes to improve vocabulary in learning English and the students participation 

during English teaching learning process by using song students’ vocabulary to describe 

the achievement  of the student’ vocabulary in their test result . Aninda (2015) entitled The 

Use of Multimedia In teaching Vocabulary to the First Grade Students at Smp 

Muhammadiyah 7 Surakarta. The objectives of this research are to describe: The result of 

this study shows that (1) the objective of teaching vocabulary using multimedia make the 

students are able to understand the generic structure and the language feature in the 

materials presented and not being bored, (2)the material used in teaching vocabulary is 

suitable with the curriculum, (3) the procedure of using media in teaching vocabulary are 

pre-teaching, whilst teaching, closing (4) the students’ response to the use of multimedia in 

teaching vocabulary is positive in which most of  the students become active , motivated to 

learn. Khalimah (2015) entitled The Use of Number Concept Vocabulary Card in Teaching 

English to Young Learners at SDN Duwet 02 Baki. The objectives of this research are to 

describe: aims (1) to describe the implementation of number concept in teaching English 

vocabulary in SDN Duwet 02 Baki (2) to describe the students’ response, (3) to describe 

the strength and weakness of teaching vocabulary using number concept. 

2. RESEARCH METHOD

In this research, the researcher arranged a descriptive qualitative research method. 

Qualitative is characterized by flexible, naturalistic methods of collecting the data and 

doesn’t use formal instruments to record the data. Qualitative data are often gathered in the 

form of words, pictures, or both. By descriptive research, the writer wants to describe the 

classroom technique used to develop student’s vocabulary repertoire at SMP Negeri 24 

Surakarta. This method was defined the technique and the procedure in teaching 

vocabulary. The writer focuses on the study and observe in the class and the process of the 

teaching learning English. The writer also used interview to get information from the 

teacher and the student to get the information. The subject of this research are limited to 

English lesson’s teacher and students of SMP Negeri 24 Surakarta, and the English 

teacher, Mrs. Isna Mardhiyati, S.Pd, Mrs. Pinuk and Mrs. Dra. Titik Dwi Iriyaningsih. The 

object of this research is foccused on techniques that teacher used that contain of kind of 

classroom teachniques, the purposes of classroom techniques, teachers’role, students’ role 

and the role of instructional material at SMP Negeri 24 Surakarta  in 2015/2016 academic 

year. 
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3. FINDING AND DISCUSSION

This research focused on the questions in the problem statements, they are: (1) Type 

of classroom techniques in teaching English Vocabulary repertoire , (2) Purposes of each 

technique, (3) Teacher’s roles, (4) Student’s roles, (5)  the roles of Instructional material 

used in teaching learning process at SMP Negeri 24 Surakarta. 

3.1 Types of Classroom Techniques in Teaching English Vocabulary Repertoire at SMP 

Negeri 24 Surakarta. 

There are several techniques used by the English teachers to develop students’ 

Vocabulary repertoire such as: using picture as media, discussion, memorization, 

translation from English to Indonesia and repetition. 

3.1.1 Technique using picture as media is used by teachers in SMP Negeri 24 Surakarta 

to teach descriptive text about “kind of seasons”, recount text about “holiday” and 

to explain about language features and examples to make “brochure”. Pictures 

used to make the teaching learning process more fun. The teacher defined to use 

this technique to make the material is easily to understand. 

3.1.2 Discussion technique is used  to teach vocabulary  by make some group and the 

student discuss about build some paragraph of descriptive text about ”season”, 

recount text about “holiday” and make a small interview with other friends in 

pairs. Every member of group could share their knowledge to other. By this 

technique student can learned vocabulary faster and more efficient by discussing 

and exchange information among student in SMP Negeri 24 Surakarta. 

3.1.3 Memorization technique is used in teaching “the expression in small interview 

with other friend”. The teacher of SMP 24 Surakarta make the student in pairs and 

given a time to try a small interview orally. They should to memorize the script of 

the interview and not allowed to read the script. It will jog their memory back 

about the vocabulary that have been learnt before. This technique also can 

improve the students’ critical thinking. 

3.1.4 Translation from English to Indonesia technique is used by the teacher of SMP 

Negeri 24 in teaching descriptive text and recount text. This technique is useful 

for the student because translate the paragraph of descriptive text and recount text 

by word per word, the student can understood easily about contains of the 

passage. This technique can also make the student knew clearly about every 

meaning of the words. 
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3.1.5 e. Repetition technique is used in teaching learning process of vocabulary. The 

teacher of SMP Negeri 24 Surakarta used repetition technique to correcting the 

pronunciation of the student. Such as how to pronoun “summer” in right way in 

teaching descriptive text. By repetition can provided the practice mastered new 

skills. Repetition helped to improve speed, increases confidence, and strengthens 

the connections in the brain and also can learn the right pronunciation. 

3.2 The Purposes of Each Technique in Teaching English vocabulary repertoire at SMP 

Negeri 24 Surakarta. 

There are several purposes of each technique used by the teacher to develop students’ 

English vocabulary repertoire, such as:  

3.2.1 Using picture as media, this technique is used by teacher to interact student to 

learning vocabulary mastery. It is also to explain the students the concept that is 

often difficult to explain in words. The image technique also speed up the arrival 

of the students ideas on their mind. To make the teaching-learning process to be 

more active and fun. 

3.2.2 Discussion, this technique used by the teacher to help the student in developing 

self-confident in intellectual used. The technique is used to help the students to 

know how the students can develop their critical thinking. 

3.2.3 Memorization, this technique is to help the student in remembering new word 

easily and increase the ability of brain work and to develop student’s ability in 

memorizing. 

3.2.4 Translation from English to Indonesia, this technique to helpe the students to 

develop the students in understanding the meaning   of the word and to make 

student know about how to use the word in the right form. 

3.2.5 Repetition, the technique to help the student in increaseconfident and the 

strengthen connection of the brain work and to increase pronunciation skill. 

3.3 Teacher Roles in teaching learning process vocabulary repertoire. 

Teacher roles in teaching vocabulary of SMP Negeri 24 Surakarta are: teacher as 

controller (with given instruction to the students like “ repeat after me, summer! ), as 

director (like giving some direction to the students like “open your book page…), as 

manager (like “please make a group contain of 4-5 student”), as organizer ( like asking 

the students make a group), as facilitator (like ask the students one by one to knowing the 

students understand the material or no), and as resource ( like the teacher read the correct 
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pronunciation). In addition, these roles are appropriate with what Harmer (1983: 57) 

states “teachers’ role may change from one activity to another, or from one stage of an 

activity or another. All roles aims to facilitate the students’ progress in some way or 

other.” Based on this statement, it can be said that the teachers are tools to facilitate the 

students in the classroom. In the observation, the writer found some teachers’ roles in 

each teaching technique. As can be seen in the following table.  

3.4 Students’ role in teaching learning process writing skill at SMP 24 Surakarta 

In addition, Johnson and Paulston in Richards (1985: 23) describe the learner’s roles 

in individualized approach to language learning are as follows: (1) Student as planner of 

his or her own learning program and those ultimately assumes responsibility for what he 

or she does in the classroom. (2) Student as monitor and evaluator (3) Member of a group 

by interacting with others in group. (4)Tutor for other learners and (5) Student as a learner 

from the teacher, from other students, and from other teaching sources. 

Student roles in SMP Negeri 24 Surakarta as planner (when the teacher give 

instruction to the students to prepare some picture of seasons for next meeting. Then the 

students prepare to learn for the next material), as group student would make a group 

(when the teacher asks to make a group to discussion about descriptive text and recount 

text and small interview), as tutor (in image/ picture technique students need help from 

other to show what the meaning of image or picture that other students bring about 

descriptive text of season, recount text of “holiday” and some examples of brochure), as 

monitor and evaluator (when the student cannot answer the question about the material 

given by the teacher, then the students learning more about the material), as learner 

student will learn about the material that teacher had been explain such as the generic 

structure of descriptive text and recount text and language feature of brochure  It  was 

significant with Richard theory.  

3.5 Instructional Material used by the teacher at SMP Negeri 24 Surakarta 

Cunningsworth (1995: 7) state that the role of instructional material in language 

teaching namely: (a) A resource for presentation materials (spoken and written). (b) A 

source of activities for learner practice and communicative interaction. (c) A reference 

source for learners on grammar, vocabulary, pronounciation and so on, materials as the 

source for the teacher. (d) A source of stimulation and ideas for classroom activities. (e) 

A syllabus (where they are reflected) learning objective that have already been 
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determined. (f) A support for less experienced teachers who have yet to gain in 

confidence.  

The materials used by the English teachers at SMP Negeri 24 Surakarta such as 

textbook (English Let’s Talk written by Bachtiar Bima M and Cicik Kurniawati) 

workbook (BSE), dictionary and other book that related with the material That material 

are printed materials. Sometimes, the teacher took the material from another sources 

internet. The material taken from internet are non-printed materials. 

Table 1. The relation among types of classroom techniques, purposes of classroom 

techniques, teachers’ roles, students’ roles, and instructional material. 

No Classroom 

Technique 

Purposes Teacher’s 

Role 

Student’s 

Role 

Material 

1 Using picture 

as media 

To make the 

students interesting 

in learning 

vocabulary and the 

teaching learning 

process to be more 

active and fun. 

Teacher as: 

 Controller

 Director

 Manager

 Facilitator

Students as: 

 Planner

 Member

of a group

 Tutor for

other

friend

 Learner

Students’ 

textbook 

and 

material 

from the 

internet 

2 Discussion a. To help the

student in learning 

vocabulary easily 

b. To know how the

students can 

develop their 

critical 

thinking 

Teacher as: 

 Controller

 Manager

 Facilitator

 Resource

Students as: 

 Monitor

and

evaluator

 Member

of group

 Learner

Students’ 

work and 

textbook 

3 Memorization a. To helps the

student in 

understanding new 

word that the 

student’s not 

known before. 

b. To solve some

student problem in 

task with  minimum 

vocabulary 

Teacher as: 

 Controller

 Manager

 Facilitator

 Resource

Students as: 

 Planner

 Monitor

and

evaluator

 Tutor for

other

friend

 Learner

Students’ 

work and 

textbook 

4 Translation 

from English 

to Indonesia 

a. To develop the

students brain in 

vocabulary mastery 

b. To practice the

students 

memorization 

Teacher as: 

 Controller

 Director

 Manager

 Facilitator

Students as: 

 Planner

 Monitor

and

evaluator

 Member

of group

Students’ 

textbook 



9 

 Tutor for

other

friend

 Learner

5. Repetition a. To increase 

students

confident and 

the strengthen 

connection of 

the brain work

b. To make the

student easy in

pronouncing the

new word

correctly

Teacher as: 

 Controller

 Director

 Manager

 resource

Students as: 

 Member

of group

 Tutor for

other

friend

 learner

Material’ 

book 

4. CONCLUSION

 This study showed that the English teacher at SMP Negeri 24 Surakarta used 

various techniques to develop their students vocabulary repertoire namely using picture as 

media, discussion, memorization, translation from English to Indonesia, repetition.  All the 

classroom techniques used by teachers at SMP Negeri 24 Surakarta had purposes in 

teaching-learning process. The various classroom techniques make the students interested 

and enjoy the in teaching-learning English vocabulary mastery. The students become more 

attractive and creative in learning vocabulary. Consequently, classroom technique used by 

the teacher is very essential to make the students interested and understand the process of 

learning vocabulary. In addition, in teaching learning process of vocabulary at SMP 

Negeri 24 Surakarta the teacher have several roles as controller, as director, as manager, as 

facilitator, as resource. Further students also have s roles as planner, as monitor and 

evaluator, as member of a group, as tutor for other friend, as learner. To complete the 

classroom techniques, in teaching- learning process at SMP Negeri 24 Surakarta, there are 

a few materials used by the English teachers to develop vocabulary repertoire such as: 

textbook (English Let’s Talk written by Bachtiar Bima M and Cicik Kurniawati) 

workbook (BSE), dictionary and other book that related with the material other source 

from internet. 
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