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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

A. Background of the Study 

In daily life, language has big contribution in helping human to have 

interaction and communication one another. Not only in the real social 

interaction but also now in the virtual world such as social media.  

Compliment is the example of language use in daily communication. 

Compliment is the utterance that is uttered by the speakers to the listeners in 

order to have positive impacts to the listeners. Compliments are speech acts that 

have been defined as expressions of positive evaluation by the speakers to the 

addressees (Liu as cited in Al Falasi, 2007: 31). Newton and Burgoon 

(1990:509) similarly define compliment as a statement produced by the 

speakers. It has good influence to the addressees both implicitly and explicitly. 

Holmes (1986b: 485) has defined it before both of them as the speech act that is 

uttered to appreciate the performance/attribute of the addressees. Generally, 

compliment is a speech act that gives good feeling as the impact of the 

addressees’ performance. 

Compliment not only emerges in daily life interaction but also in the 

reality show such as The Voice, American Idol, America’s Got Talent, etc. In the 

reality show, compliments usually given when judges commented the 

performers.  

Many studies have analyzed compliment and compliment responses, for 

example; a study of compliment responses in Arabic learners of English 

(Emarati females in particular) by Al Falasi (2007), compliment response 

patterns among speakers of Nigerian English (Mustapha in 2011), compliment 

responses comparative study of native English speakerss and Iranian L2 

speakerss (Shahsavari, Alimohammadi, and Rasekh, in 2014), comparative study 

on the use of compliment response strategies by Persian and English native 

speakerss (Shabani and Zeinali, in 2015), English compliment response 
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strategies on social networks by Iranian EFL learners (Dehkordi and Chalak, in 

2015), comparative cross-cultural analysis of compliments in English and 

Persian series(Boroujeni, Domakani,  and Sheykhi, in 2016 ), understanding 

trust and complimenting behaviour in online grooming discourse (Lorenzo-Dus 

and Izura, in 2016). Despite this, the research about compliments and 

compliment responses on America’s Got Talent 2017 has never been conducted 

yet. This research was meant to fill in this gab. 

The present researcher is interested in analyzing the compliment and 

compliment responses in America’s Got Talent 2017. The compliment 

phenomenon is captivating as the interaction between judges and the performers that 

usually display compliments and the compliment responses about their stage 

performance. The following is the example of data found in America’s Got Talent 

2017. 

[Crowd gives standing applauses, even the judges] 

[Darci is happy till she cries] 

Heidi :  "Oh...she’s crying!" 

Howie :  "Let me ask you something, how long have you 

been doing this?" 

Darci :  "Two years." 

Howie :  "NO!"  

Mel B :  "That's all? My gosh!" 

Howie :  "NO! Just two years?" 

Mel B :  "Wow" 

Howie :  "I believe that that rabbit is real separate 

person. You have all the nuances. Exactly 

that! I love you and I believe you're gonna go 

far. You just changed your life tonight, young 

lady."  

Darci :  "Thank you." 

Based on the phenomena above, the writer is interested in conducting a 

research about compliment and compliment response used in America’s Got 

Talent 2017. The writer tried to find the types of compliment and compliment 

response in America’s Got Talent 2017. The title of this research is 

“Compliments and Compliment Responses Used in America’s Got Talent 

2017”. 
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B. Limitation of the Study 

The writer realized that the reality show such as America’s Got Talent, 

produced a lot of compliments and compliment responses. So, the writer made 

the limitation of the study. In this analysis, the writer just focused on the 

compliments given by the judges and the host, then, the compliments responses 

used by performers (the top three) of America’s Got Talent 2017. The data is 

taken from YouTube video manuscript. This limitation is conducted to make 

relevant research data. However, the performances of them were still interesting 

to be observed or discussed. 

 

C. Research Questions  

Based on the phenomena on the background of the study, the researcher 

formulates the following problem statements, they are: 

1. What are the topics of compliments used by the judges and the host in 

America’s Got Talent 2017? 

2. What are compliments strategies used by the judges and the host in 

America’s Got Talent 2017? 

What are compliment responses strategies used by the performers in 

America’s Got Talent 2017? 

 

D. Objectives of the Study 

Based on the phenomena on the background of the study, the writer 

formulates the following objectives of the study, they are: 

1. To describe the types of compliments used by the judges and the host in 

America’s Got Talent 2017 

2. To describe compliments strategies used by the judges and the host in 

America’s Got Talent 2017 

3. To describe compliment responses strategies used by the performers in 

America’s Got Talent 2017 
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E. The Significances of the Study 

The writer really hopes that this research of compliment and compliment 

response in America’s Got Talent 2017 has two benefits; practical and 

theoretical. 

1. Theoretical Benefits  

 The findings of the study are expected to give some positive 

contributions to the study of compliment and compliment response, 

especially in analyzing the strategy of compliment and compliment response 

by using speech act theory, and speech context theory. This study is also 

expected to enrich pragmatic field especially in speech act and speech 

context. 

2. Practical Benefits 

a. English Teachers 

This result can be used as good materials to the teachers in teaching 

many types of compliment and compliment response strategies, speech 

act and speech context.  

b. Future Researchers 

The study can provide more references and information about 

speech acts for the next researchers who want to discuss similar study 

with different preview. 

 

F. Research Paper Organization 

The organization of this study gives in order to reader to be able to 

understand the content of the paper easier. This research paper is organized into 

five chapters. They are as follows:  

Chapter I is introduction. This chapter describes the reasons why the writer 

conducts this research which consists of background of the study, research 

questions, limitation of the study, objectives of the study, benefits of study, and 

research paper organization. This chapter displays a brief explanation about the 

research paper. 
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Chapter II is underlying theory. This chapter consists of into seven main 

points: Previous Study, Notion of Pragmatics, Speech Act, Speech Act of 

Compliment, Speech Context and America’s Got Talent. This chapter serves the 

theories that are used by the writer to conduct the analysis. 

Chapter III is research method. This chapter discusses research method used 

in this research including: Type of Research, Research Approach, Data and Data 

Source, Object of the Research, Technique for Collecting Data, Technique of 

Analysis Data. 

Chapter IV is data analysis, finding and discussion. The chapter deals with 

analyzing the data; then discussions it clearly. It describes the elaboration of 

analyzed data based on the method of analyzing data the writer has chosen.  

Chapter V is this last chapter that contains the conclusion and the suggestion 

of the study. 


