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JERRY’S PERSONALITY DISORDER AND BEHAVIORAL ANALYSIS 

IN EDWARD ALBEE’S THE ZOO STORY 

Abstrak 

 

Penelitian ini menganalisa karya dari Edward Albee yang berjudul The Zoo Story 

terutama membahas pada salah satu tokoh utamanya, Jerry karena karya sastra ini 

menunjukkan gangguan kepribadian pada tokohnya yang diakibatkan dari pola 

tingkah laku sedari kecil dan lingkungannya. Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah (1) 

Untuk mengidentifikasi karakter kepribadian ambang seperti yang ditunjukkan 

karakter Jerry, (2) Untuk mencari pola pemikiran atau kepercayaan yang membuat 

Jerry dikategorikan sebagai pengidap gangguan kepribadian ambang, (3) Untuk  

menjabarkan penyebab gangguan kepribadian ambang, (4) Untuk menjelaskan 

efek atau pengaruh dari gangguan kepribadian ambang yang ditunjukkan oleh 

karakter Jerry serta (5) untuk mencari pola tingkah laku atau behaviorisme yang 

mempengaruhi karakter Jerry. Dalam menganalisa studi ini, si peneliti 

menggunakan metode kualitatif dengan teks percakapan dalam naskah drama The 

Zoo Story sebagai obyek. Ada dua sumber data, yang pertama yaitu sumber data 

utama yang terdiri dari naskah drama The Zoo Story yang ditulis Edward Albee 

tahun 1958 dan yang kedua adalah data-data lain yang mempunyai hubungan 

dengan penelitian termasuk buku, situs, dan jurnal tentang gangguan kepribadian 

dan behaviorisme. Setelah melakukan penelitian dengan menggunakan studi 

pustaka dan analisis dokumen, peneliti menemukan hasil bahwa karakteristik 

Jerry sebagai pengidap gangguan kepribadian ambang dapat dilihat dari 

ketidakstabilannya dalam hubungan, emosi, dan gambaran diri. Dia juga 

mempunyai ketakutan akan pengacuhan, dan dia juga agresif. Dia cenderung 

membahayakan diri sendiri dan yang terakhir dia mempunyai emosi tinggi. 

Pemikirannya juga sama dengan pengidap gangguan kepribadian ambang yang 

mana dia benci dan cinta dengan orang yang sama dan dia juga tidak mau 

ditinggal sendirian. Jika seseorang yang dia benci sekaligus cinta 

meninggalkannya, dia akan membunuh dirinya sendiri, dan ini benar-benar 

terjadi. Dia menjadi orang dengan gangguan kepribadian ambang ini karena dia 

kehilangan cinta dari orang tuanya dan keluarganya. Dan efek dari gangguan 

kepribadian ini adalah perusakan pada diri sendiri, dan dia bunuh diri karena dia 

ingin karakter yang lain, Peter untuk berbagi bangku yang dia duduki.  Dia 

kehilangan hidupnya hanya karena bangku di sebuah taman. 

 

Kata kunci: behaviorisme, ambang, kepribadian, gangguan kepribadian 

 

Abstract 

 

This research paper analyzes Edward Albee’s The Zoo Story especially in its one 

of major character, Jerry because this literary work shows personality disorder of 

this character. The aim of this research are:(1) To identify the characteristics of 

Borderline Personality Disorder as shown in the character of Jerry, (2) To find out 

the typical thoughts or beliefs that make Jerry categorized as a Borderline person, 

(3) To elaborate the causes of Borderline Personality Disorder, (4) To explain the 
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effects of Borderline Personality Disorder as shown in the character of Jerry,and 

(5) To find out behaviour pattern (behaviorism) that influence Jerry’s character. In 

analyzing this study, the researcher uses qualitative method with the text of the 

conversation in The Zoo Story playscript as the object. There are two sources of 

data. The first is primary data source which consists of The Zoo Story playscript 

written by Edward Albee in 1958 and the second are other datas that have relation 

with the research includes books, homepages, and journals of personality disorder 

and behaviorism. After doing the research by using library research and document 

analysis, she finds the result that the characteristics of Jerry as borderline person 

can be seen by his instability of relationships, emotions, and self-image. He also 

has fears of abandonment, and then aggressive, too. He is proneness to self-harm 

and the last is strong emotions. His typical thoughts or beliefs also same with 

borderline person that he hates and loves at the same person, and he does not want 

to be left alone. If someone whom he hates and loves, leaves him, he will kill 

himself, and it really occurs. He becomes borderline person because he has an 

early loss of love from his parents and family. And the effect of his personality 

disorder is self mutilation or self destructive, and he does suicide when he wants 

the other character, Peter to share his bench. He losses his life just because of the 

bench in the park. 

 

Keywords: behaviorism, borderline, personality, personality disorder 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION  

Reading literary works gives pleasure and enjoyment for the readers. However, it 

also offers more than that. The pleasure can also occur when people enjoy a drama 

or play performance. Enjoying drama or play performance does not mean that 

people only see the drama which is performed by an actor or an actress on a stage 

but they can also enjoy it by reading the play script. By enjoying literary works, 

we are able to understand many things which occur in a life. Literary works 

usually tell us about human tragedy such as happiness, love, amusement, fear, 

sadness, and curiosity. By reflecting on these and other experiences, they affect 

and bring us to a greater understanding about our lives. While in the environment, 

it seems that many people enjoy reading literary works because some literary 

works represent their lives, for example in a drama.  

In a drama, there are some characters that represent real personality in life. 

Personality in Larsen and Buss (2010, ) is the set of psychological traits and 

mechanisms within the individual that are organized and relatively enduring and 

that influence his or her interactions with, and adaptations to the intraphysic, 

physical, and social environments. Those characters have similar personality with 

one’s personality in real life. One’s personality can be drawn specifically in a 
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character of a drama. But, sometimes we find different or abnormal traits of a 

character’s personality in a drama. According to Shoben in Larsen and Buss 

(2010), abnormal is a social definition based on what society tolerates. Behaviors 

that society deems unacceptable are labeled as abnormal. This abnormality creates 

personality disorder.  

Personality disorder itself is an enduring pattern of experience and behavior that 

differs greatly from the expectations of the individual’s culture The pattern is rigid 

and is displayed across a variety of situations leading to distress or problems in 

important areas in life, such as at work or in relationships. And one of literary 

works that shows personality disorder in one of its character is The Zoo Story by 

Edward Albee. 

The entire drama tells us about the conversation between two characters on a park 

bench in New York City’s central park and they are Jerry and Peter. Jerry comes 

from middle low class society and uneducated man while on the contrary, Peter 

comes from high class society who seems to have everything in his life that makes 

his life perfect. Those two men meet, they exchange information. Jerry tells Peter 

about his life because he needs someone to talk, and he forces Peter to listen to the 

story of Jerry and The Dog, and the reason behind his visit to the zoo, until Jerry 

dies on the hand of Peter although he does it unintentionally, Jerry is actually 

wants to commit a suicide. 

There are at least four aspects that make this play is interesting to study. Firstly, 

the writing technique in the entire dialogue. In this play, he uses simple sentences 

so that they are easy to understand. But, those simple sentences contain “ deep 

meaning “ that discusses about the condition at that time. In the conversation 

between two characters, he uses the combination between short and long 

sentences. He uses long sentences when he wants to explain Jerry’s story. So, 

people can say that there is “a story in a story “.These long sentences are not only 

twenty or thirty words, but they can reach two hundred words. Secondly, the 

setting is only in a bench. The setting does not change from the beginning until 

the end of the drama but it can affect the whole story. The conflict also happens 

there. There is no other setting but a bench, and it cannot be found in any other 

drama or play. 
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Thirdly, the sociological concern especially in social life and its relationship. Each 

character comes from different social class. At first, they do not know each other, 

then they talk about their own life. On their conversation, they discuss about the 

gap between them. The last aspect that makes this literary work interesting is this 

play was used by Edward Albee as the critics for the social condition at that time 

and the gap between the high class and the low one. Because of it, his play was 

refused for several times. As the literary tradition, the American Theatre was not 

brave enough to play it. They did not want to take any risk by performing satire 

play as a way to criticize the condition. But then, finally his work was accepted 

and won some prizes. It was staged for several times and influenced the audience 

indirectly. 

As the explanation above, the researcher is interested in analyzing the personality 

of Jerry himself especially in his personality disorder and also the behavior. 

Although there are only two characters in this play, and both can be analyzed, the 

writer only focuses on Jerry, not Peter, because Jerry himself has some disorders 

in his personality that makes him different from common people 

The aim of this research are:(1) To identify the characteristics of Borderline 

Personality Disorder as shown in the character of Jerry, (2) To find out the typical 

thoughts or beliefs that make Jerry categorized as a Borderline person, (3) To 

elaborate the causes of Borderline Personality Disorder, (4) To explain the effects 

of Borderline Personality Disorder as shown in the character of Jerry,and (5) To 

find out behaviour pattern (behaviorism) that influence Jerry’s character 

 

2. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY  

This section discusses the research methodology used in this study. The 

discussion includes type of research, object of research, data and data source, 

technique of collecting data, and technique of analyzing data. Type of this 

research is qualitative research method which aims to gather an in-depth 

understanding of human behavior and the reasons that govern such behavior. The 

object of this research is the play script or the text of the conversation in Edward 

Albee’s The Zoo Story which was written in 1958.  

This research belongs to a library research which means that the writer uses books 

and references to support the analysis. Those includes books of personality 
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disorder and behaviorism, homepages of qualitative research, research approcah 

books, and other relevant books.  

There are some steps in collecting data. First of all, the researcher reads The Zoo 

play script. It is for about 49 pages. Then, she determines the character of the play 

that will be analyzed. Actually, there are only two major characters in this drama 

and it makes interesting and unique. She only chooses one of them and he is Jerry 

because this character seems represent individual with borderline personality 

disorder which becomes the discussion in this thesis. After that, she finds out the 

important data both primary and secondary data.  

The primary data is The Zoo Story play script which is written by Edward Albee 

in 1958. It was the eleventh printing and published in 1959 by Signet Books with 

49 pages. The secondary one is taken from other data that have relation with the 

research includes books of personality disorder and behaviorism, homepages of 

personality disorder and behaviorism, homepages of qualitative research, research 

approach books, and other relevant books. 

The fourth step is arranging the important data that the researcher needs and it 

relates with personality disorder and behaviorism. And the last step is developing 

the data from related books, journals, essays, internet articles and other resourcers. 

She uses four books of personality including personality disorder, two books of 

behaviorism, four research papers, and eleven journals related with The Zoo Story 

itself. 

Those data are analyzed by using descriptive analysis. Firstly, the writer reads the 

play script of the object and then formulate the problem statement. Secondly, 

analyses the play by using the theory of personality disorder and behaviorism and 

the last drawing conclusion from the analysis and the conclusion is the answer of 

the problem statement. 

The aims of this research are identifying the characteristics of borderline 

personality disorder as shown in the character of Jerry, finding out the typical 

thoughts or beliefs that make Jerry categorized as a borderline person, elaborating 

the causes of borderline personality disorder, and tha last is explaining the effects 

of borderline personality disorder toward the character of Jerry. 

The study applies theories of personality disorder by Randy J Larsen and David M 

Buss and the theory of behaviorism by Burrhus Frederich Skinner in analyzing 
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data. Firstly, she analyzes Jerry’s personality disorder and then his behavior and 

its changing that affects him as borderline personality disorder person.  

 

3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION  

In this section, the researcher discusses the finding of the research. The objective 

of this section is to compare between the theories and the finding. The 

comparisons below answer the questions of this research. It is about how the 

theories describe borderline personality disorder and behaviorism  

3.1 Borderline Personality Disorder 

Firstly, the characteristics of borderline personality disorder as stated in Larsen 

and Buss (2010) that borderline means instability also shown in the character of 

Jerry. The lives of persons with borderline personality disorder are marked by 

instability. They have some characteristics that can be identified. First, they have 

instability of relationships, emotions, and self-image. Their relationships are 

unstable, their behavior is unstable, their emotions are unstable, and even their 

images of themselves are unstable. The relationships of borderline individuals 

tend to be intense, emotional, and potentially violent. Second, they have fears of 

abandonment, and then they are aggressive. Fourth, is proneness to self-harm and 

the last is strong emotions. They suffer from strong fears of abandonment. If such 

persons sense separation or rejection in an important relationship, profound 

changes in their self-image and in how they behave may result, such as becoming 

very angry at other people. 

Those symptom rise in Jerry’s characteristic. His emotions are unstable. Firstly, 

he asks Peter to have a conversation politely. In the beginning, the conversation 

goes well. But then, Jerry starts mocking Peter’s life that makes Peter feels 

irksome. After that, the conversation goes well again and Jerry asks Peter to listen 

to his long story and when Peter says that he does not understand the story, Jerry 

becomes angry. He is angry again when Peter seems to leave him to go home. He 

forces Peter to stay longer by tickling Peter’s rib with his fingers. The 

conversation goes well again. But, suddenly Jerry wants Peter to move over the 

bench and he wants the bench for himself until they have a fight because Jerry 

forces Peter to give the bench. Surprisingly, he takes out a knife and tosses it to 
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Peter’s feet that uses it not to fight but defend himself. Then, he impales himself 

on the knife so that he dies.  

Secondly, the typical thoughts or beliefs that make Jerry categorized as a 

borderline person are stated in Larsen and Buss (2010, p. 600). Those typical 

thoughts or beliefs associated with the Borderline Personality are as follows : 

1. I’m nothing without you 

2. I’ll just die if you leave me 

3. If you go, I’ll kill my self 

4. I hate you, I hate you, I HATE YOU 

5. I love you so much that I’ll do anything or be anything for you 

6. I feel empty inside, as if I don’t know who I am  

All of those thoughts can be seen in Jerry’s character toward Peter, a man that he 

never met before. They only meet in the park. It becomes their first and the last 

meeting. He considers that Peter is the representation of a man from upper class. 

He hates upper class and envy to them because they seem to have everything and 

their life is perfect and he thinks that the bench is the symbol of upper class’ life 

so that he wants to get it. 

But, on the contrary, he also does not want to be left alone by Peter. Eventhough 

they just meet for the first time, Jerry feels interested with Peter so that he is 

afraid that he will be left. And he feels that he is nothing without Peter. He even 

sacrifices his life by doing suicide and then asks Peter to go so that there is no one 

will blame Peter as Jerry’s murderer. 

Thirdly, the causes of borderline personality disorder in Jerry’s life. According to 

Millon et all In Larsen and Buss (2010) many researchers believe that borderline 

disorder is caused by an early loss of love from parents, as may happen in parental 

death, abuse, severe, neglect, or parental drug or alcohol abuse. Early loss may 

affect a child’s capacity to form relationships. Children in such circumstances 

may come to believe that others are not be trusted.  

The character of Jerry as a borderline individual is also caused by an early loss of 

love from parents. When he was a kid, his mother left his father to commit 

adultery and then his father did suicide by slapping into the front of a somewhat 

moving city omnibus. Several years later, his mother also died. And after that, he 

was taken care by his aunt and here, he did not get any love like other kids get and 
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finally, he got a fact that his aunt also did suicide by dropping dead on the stairs to 

her apartment. 

From Jerry’s story about his family and childhood memories, we can see that he 

has an early loss of love from his parents when he was child, exactly ten and a 

half years old. His parents did not give him nice memories as a child like other 

kids get. His mother’s sister was same. She cannot be a substitution of his parents 

who gave him childhood happiness, but she also added his suffering by treating 

him badly and the worst thing she did was doing suicide by dropping dead on the 

stairs to her apartment and it happened exactly on Jerry’s high school graduation. 

Generally, school graduation should be a happy moment for a child, but 

otherwise, it became a nightmare for him that he will never forget.  

The last the effects of borderline personality disorder toward the character of 

Jerry. According to Larsen and Buss (2010) although borderline persons have 

difficulty with relationships, they may form stable relationships if given enough 

structure and support. If they find someone who is accepting and stable, who is 

diplomatic, who meets their expectations for commitment, and who is caring and 

diffuse trouble as it occurs, then the borderline personality may experience a 

satisfying relationship. 

In this case, Jerry forms relationship with no one but a dog. He feels that the dog 

can communicate well and he also considers that man is a dog’s best friend. He 

also feels that the dog and him have attained a compromise and their act is a form 

of love. But mostly, borderline persons tend to do self-mutilation or self-

destruction. They are able to do suicide especially when they sense some 

separation or rejection in their relationships. Usually, self harming acts are 

common and increase when others threaten to leave. 

Like what the writer has discussed about Jerry’s suicidal before, it also happens to 

Jerry when he wants the bench that is sat down by Peter. He feels that Peter 

rejects to do what he wants. The bench here seems like a symbol of Peter’s perfect 

life as a high level man. He event wants to fight for the bench. He pulls out an 

ugly looking knife, he tosses it to Peter’s feet and ask him to take it. Peter agrees 

and takes the knife not to fight but only to defend. And surprisingly, Jerry impales 

himself on the knife until he dies because of that. 
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Borderline persons also can have different sexual orientations, they can be 

homosexual or other sexual orientations. They can change their opinions 

suddenly, they seem do not have fixed standpoint. They change easily, both their 

behavior and their mind. Jerry also has different sexual orientation. He is not a 

normal man who loves a girl, put her pictures in frames, and marry her. But, he 

chooses to be a homosexual by loving a Greek boy whose birthday was the same 

as his.  

3.2 Behavioral Analysis 

After analyzing Jerry’s personality disorder, the research is continued by 

analyzing Jerry’s behavior by using B.F Skinner’s theory of operant conditioning 

that relates with stimulus, response, and reinforcement. There are five 

relationships between stimulus and response in this chapter. They will be divided 

into five discussions. This chapter analyzes Jerry’s relationships with people 

around him who lead him as person with personality disorder. 

Firstly, Jerry’s relationship with his parents and family. Jerry has a bad childhood 

experience. According to Skinner, childhood experience will form human basic 

acts and those basic acts or behaviors take important role of an individual. As time 

goes by, he or she will change. It is affected by the process of operant 

conditioning. Operant Conditioning itself is the change of individual’s behavior 

due to the result of its environment. It relates with positive and negative 

reinforcement. It also happens. It also happens to the character of Jerry. His 

childhood experience is not nice and beautiful like common children.  

According to Jerry’s story in his conversation with Peter, we can see that Jerry’s 

parents divorced because his mother did adulterous. And then, after hearing that 

his wife did adulterous, Jerry’s father did suicide by slapping into the front of a 

somewhat moving city omnibus. That made Jerry was upset. And after that, he 

was taken care by his aunt or his mother’s sister. But unfortunately, his aunt was 

also the miserable one. She did not care about her nephew, and here, he did not 

get any love like other kids get.  

All of those experiences were the stimulus of Jerry’s life. He also got negative 

reinforcement when both of his parents were died. His mother was also died in 

Alabama and then he was taken care by his aunt who did everything dourly. 

Finally, he got a fact that his aunt also did suicide by dropping dead on the stairs 
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to her apartment. The worst thing was she did it on Jerry’s graduation, a moment 

that he should be happy with it.  

All of those experiences affected Jerry’s life. According to Skinner, it is called 

response. Jerry’s response of his terrible past experiences was he does not have 

any photos in his frame on his room including photos of his parents, his close 

friends, or family. Photos can be a symbol of relationship with someone else. 

People usually put their family or close friends’ photos in a frame and keep them 

in their room or house as a symbol that they have tight relationship and do not 

want to be separated, so they put photos as their representatives. But, Jerry does 

not do that, it can be called extinction. He wants to extinct all of his memories of 

his family because it seemed as bad memories. 

Secondly, Jerry’s relationship with the dog. The relationship between Jerry and 

the dog seems bad. The dog itself is the dog of his landlady. It is drawn as black 

monster of a beast which has tiny ears and eyes. The dog does not like Jerry 

although they do not know personally, it has happened since the first day they 

met. The negative reinforcement happens when the dog always snarl when he sees 

Jerry. The dog always chases him only when he comes into his room, not when he 

comes out. Jerry thinks that it only happens to him, not the other roomers. He does 

not know what the dog’s reason is. It seems hates Jerry very much although he 

never hurts it.  

Because of that Jerry tries to kill it by poisoning it with hamburger which is mixed 

with rat poison. It is his response dealing with the dog’s act. Despite of avoiding 

the dog, Jerry chooses extinction, he wants to make the dog disappear forever in 

his life. He does not want to be the anger object by the dog anymore so he tries to 

kill it. But, Jerry did not succeed for the first time. He still tried to poison it again. 

He bought hamburger again and kneaded it and the rat poison together between 

his hands When Jerry opened the door to the entrance hall, the dog gobbled the 

food down. After that, the dog no longer attended Jerry. The landlady also 

confided the information that God had struck her puppy dog.But then, Jerry 

changed his mind about the dog. He did not want the dog to die, and it actually 

occured. The dog was still alive, but it was totally different. When the dog 

recovered, it changed especially when he meets Jerry. He is no longer snarls and 

chases Jerry. It only looks at Jerry’s face. It is a kind of positive reinforcement for 
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Jerry. The response of this reinforcement is that Jerry becomes fall in love with 

the dog and considers it as his dog. He wants the dog to be his friend. 

Thirdly is the relationship between Jerry and the landlady. The landlady is a 

disgusting woman. She is drawn by Jerry as a fat, ugly, mean, stupid, unwashed, 

misanthropic, cheap, and drunken bag of garbage. She also has the dog that we 

have discussed before. The dog is black except for the bloodshot eyes. It also has 

red forepaw. Jerry calls it a s a poor monster because beside it is old, it always has 

an erection of sorts. The dog always bothers Jerry when he comes in to the 

rooming house. 

Besides having an annoying dog which always snarls and tries to catch Jerry’s 

dog, the landlady is also horrible because she seems horny with Jerry. Those are 

some stimulus that Jerry gets from his relationship with the landlady. The 

negative reinforcements occur when everyday, the landlady and her dog act as 

gatekeepers. She seems spying on Jerry whether he brings things or people. She 

always bothers Jerry by stopping him in the hall, grabs a hold of his coat or his 

arm and presses her disgusting body up against him to keep Jerry in a corner only 

to talk to him. Her body and breath are sting. Jerry seems to be the object of her 

sweaty lust. 

Those negative reinforcements create responses of Jerry. He tries to find a way to 

keep her off or avoiding her by saying to her whether yesterday love was not 

enough for her and the day before when she presses herself to his body and 

mumbles about her room and ask him to come there. This way is succeed. She 

thinks that it is reality. She giggles and groans as she thinks about yesterday and 

the day before. She believes and relives what never happened between them. The 

next response is Jerry also wants to kill her dog because it also bothers him like its 

owner, the landlady and it only happens with Peter, not the other roomers. He 

wants to see the landlady’s reaction when her dog dies. 

Fourthly is the relationship between Jerry and the other roomers in his rooming 

house. Jerry lives in a four storey brownstone rooming house on the upper West 

Side between Columbus Avenue and Central Park West. He lives on the top floor. 

There are other roomers in that rooming house. They are a colored queen who 

lives beyond his beaverboard wall, the Puerto Rican family who lives in front of 

his room. They consists of a husband, a wife, and some kids that Jerry does not 
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know how many. There is somebody who also lives in front of his room but he 

does not know who it is, a man or woman, he never knows. 

There are also people in the second and third floor. Jerry says that he does not 

know any of the people in the second floor. And on the third floor, exactly in the 

front, Jerry only knows one roomer. But, he does not know her name. He only 

knows her as a lady who always crying, and it almost happens everyday. There is 

also the landlady that Jerry knows her as the owner of the dog that always bothers 

him. The landlady herself is a weird woman who is disgusting according to Jerry.  

The stimulus occurs when those roomers do not know each other although they 

have been there for many years. They do not say hello each other when they meet. 

The negative reinforcements from those stimulus is their weird habit. Most of 

those roomers are not like normal or common people. Besides do not know each 

other, they also have weird habit.  

Those negative reinforcements from his neighbour make some response to Jerry. 

He does not know people who become his neighbours even only their names. He 

has lived there for many years but no one knows and has tight or close 

relationship. Other response is the relationship among Jerry and his neighbours 

becomes stiff and do not communicate each other like common people who live in 

a normal neighbourhood. 

The last is the relationship between Jerry and Peter. The meeting between Jerry 

and Peter happens unintentionally. They meet on the park bench. Peter sits alone 

while reading a book when Jerry suddenly comes and ask whether he walks to the 

north or not. Peter here is drawn as a man who is in higher level than Jerry and he 

seems has everything that Jerry wants like a good career, a family, education, et 

cetera. They talk each other, Jerry asks Peter about his life. Those are the 

stimulus. Then, the negative reinforcement occurs when Peter does not share the 

bench which he sits to Jerry. The bench itself is a symbol of things that Jerry 

wants in his life like a career, family, and good neighbourhood. It is annoying for 

Jerry. He forces Peter to share it but Peter seems do not want to do it. 

It rises response from Jerry. He then pulls out an ugly looking knife and tosses it 

to Peter. He asks Peter to fight. He does it to make Peter fight not only for the 

bench but also for his family, his manhood, his career, et cetera. Peter then takes 

the knife not to attack but to defend. But, the most surprising moment is Jerry then 



13 

 

impales himself on the knife. It means he does suicide to end his suffering in life. 

It is called extinction. 

 

4. CONCLUSION  

Eractic cluster is one of specific personality disorder. Persons who are diagnosed 

with disorders belonging to the eractic group tend to have trouble with emotional 

control and have difficulties getting along with others. This personality disorder 

has four disorders and one of them is Borderline Personality Disorder or BPD 

which deals with instability. 

Jerry as one of the major character in Edward Albee’s The Zoo Story shows that 

he is diagnosed with Eractic Cluster Disorder generally and Borderline 

Personality Disorder especially. After analyzing The Zoo Story, the researcher 

finds that Jerry indicates some symptoms of Borderline Personality Disorder. He 

tends to have trouble with emotional control and to have specific difficulties 

getting along with others. He is often appear dramatic and emotional and 

unpredictable.  

Jerry also has some characteristics that can be identified. First, he has instability 

of relationships, emotions, and self-image. Second, he has fears of abandonment, 

and then he is aggressive. Fourth, is proneness to self-harm and the last is strong 

emotions. All of them are appear on Jerry’s self in his conversation with Peter. He 

also has typical thoughts or beliefs associated with borderline person who mostly 

thinks that he is afraid to be left alone. 

The character of Jerry as a borderline individual is  caused by an early loss of love 

from parents. When he was a kid, his mother left his father to commit adultery 

and then his father did suicide by slapping into the front of a somewhat moving 

city omnibus. Several years later, his mother also died. And after that, he was 

taken care by his aunt and here, he did not get any love like other kids get and 

finally, he got a fact that his aunt also did suicide by dropping dead on the stairs to 

her apartment.  

Jerry’s borderline personality disorder affects his own life. Although he has 

difficulty with relationships, he may form stable relationships if given enough 

structure and support. If he finds someone who is accepting and stable, who is 

diplomatic, who meets their expectations for commitment, and who is caring and 
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diffuse trouble as it occurs, then the borderline personality may experience a 

satisfying relationship. 

In this case, Jerry forms relationship with no one but a dog. He feels that the dog 

can communicate well and he also considers that man is a dog’s best friend. 

Besides making Jerry forms relationship with a dog, borderline personality 

disorder has made Jerry as homosexual because it changes his opinion and sexual 

orientation.  

The worst effect is self-mutilating especially when he senses some separation or 

rejection in his relationships. When Peter refuses to share the bench, they argue. 

He feels that Peter rejects to do what he wants. The bench here seems like a 

symbol of Peter’s perfect life as a high level man. He event wants to fight for the 

bench. He pulls out an ugly looking knife, he tosses it to Peter’s feet and ask him 

to take it. Peter agrees and takes the knife not to fight but only to defend. And 

surprisingly, Jerry impales himself on the knife until he dies because of that. 

From the behavioral analysis, the writer concludes that Jerry’s behavior which 

tend to be borderline person are affected by his environment, start from his 

childhood environment until he is adult. In analyzing Jerry’s behavior, the 

researcher is using the theory of Burrhus Frederic Skinner about operant 

conditioning. 

Operant conditioning itself is the changing of someone’s behavior due to the 

result of his or her environment. Jerry’s environment when he was a child affect 

his life until he grows up. He grew up in an unstabil environment. His parents got 

divorce because his mother did adulterous, his father did suicide and his mother 

also died. Then, he was taken care by his weird aunt who did everything dourly 

and she also did suicide by dropping her body downstairs in Jerry’s graduation 

day. Jerry has sad childhood experience especially with his family. 

After that, his weird neighbourhood also affect his behavior. He lives in a four 

storey rooming house with some weird neighbour. It is called weird because it is 

different with normal neighbourhood. They do not know each other although they 

have lived there for many years. They do not greet each other when they meet. 

They also have weird habit, too. Those affect Jerry’s personality and relationship 

because he also does not get love and care from the neighbourhood. 
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Besides the roomers and the environment of the neighbourhood, Jerry’s behavior 

is also affected by the landlady and her dog who always bother him when he 

comes in to his room. The landlady always presses her disgusting and stingy body 

to him and makes him as the object of her sweaty lust. Her dog also bothers Jerry. 

It always tries to catch Jerry’s leg and snarl at him, and it makes Jerry wants to 

kill it by poisoning it. But then, after he did it, he even wants the dog to live and 

become his dog. He says that he love the dog now. 

Jerry’s life seems more imperfect when he meets Peter, a man whom he meets in 

the park bench. Peter seems have everything that Jerry wants in his life. Firstly, 

they have a conversation, but then Jerry forces Peter to give the bench, and 

because Peter refuses it, Jerry becomes angry and pull out an ugly looking knife. 

But, he tosses it to Peter’s feet and asks him to fight with the knife. Peter takes it 

not to fight but only to defend. Surprisingly, Jerry impales himself on the knife 

and he dies because of that.  

After analyzing Edward Albee’s The Zoo Story, the researcher finds that those 

negative reinforcements force Peter to end his life and it is called extinction. 

Jerry’s bad childhood memories also affect his personality and behavior that 

makes him tend to be a borderline individual.  

After reading this scientific publication, the researcher suggests other researchers 

who are interested in analyzing Edward Albee’s The Zoo Story to use other 

approaches to analyze this drama such as Marxism because this drama contains 

social gap between high and low social class, or Existentialism because this drama 

also tells about human existence in a social life. 
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