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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study  

 

In the modern era, people might be able to communicate well. The 

people must have known about the polite utterance when they are doing 

daily activity or interact. Polite is usually used to show respect for other 

people. According to Brown and Levinson (1987:61), rationality and face 

are the central themes of politeness, which are possessed by the speakers 

and hearers. People generally behave as if their expectations about the 

public self-image is respected in their everyday social interaction.  

In order that the people use language to communicate everyday 

with others for doing social interaction and social transaction. . People also 

show their unkind feeling or lacking kindness to others. They show their 

notice, advice, intimation to a person by expressing warning. People 

should also pay attention to the context and the situation in the speech. In 

speaking, the speaker require a context and situations to establish the 

meaning of speech. It is called pragmatics. Pragmatics is a study of the 

relationship between language and context that underlies the meaning of 

language. “The term pragmatics covers both context-dependent aspects of 

language structure and principles of language usage and understanding 

that have nothing or little to do with linguistics structure” (Levinson, 

1983:9).  

The study of pragmatic includes context, presupposition, deictic, 

speech act and implicature. Speech act is an attempt at doing something by 

speaking. Yule (1996:53-54) and Searle (1976:240) have classified the 

speech act into five categories that are declaration, representatives, 

expressive, directives, and commisives.   

Commisives that the speaker states something about the action in 

the future. Commisives is one of a kinds of speech acts, they are: 
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promises, threat, refusals, pledges, and warning. Levinson (2000:240) 

stated that “commisives which commit the speaker to some future course 

of action”. Warning is an act or utterance of notice, advice, or intimation 

to a person who get of danger, possible harm, or anything else 

unfavorable. For example: (1) “I warn you to drive slowly!” (2) “I warn 

you not to do that again!” 

 In fact, the first students of English Education Department. The 

students make daily conversation, one of daily conversation is warning 

utterance. In speaking class the students focus on grammar or vocabulary. 

The students do not taught how to speak politely utterance correctly to 

other people. In the situation where they are exposed to use English 

intensively. As their prospects to be English teachers, they should not only 

master the English grammar, but also the meaning of communications 

such intention. In this case the mastery of politeness strategy is very 

important for them. Politeness defines as saving hearer face in expressing 

speech act politeness is major important concept. 

Whereas in polite utterances there are three factors that the speaker 

should pay attention. According to Brown and Levinson in Fauziati 

(2016:147) there are another three factors models assessed the seriousness 

of FTA: Power, distance, and ranking of imposition. In case, a lot of 

students do not use polite utterance in their conversation. When the 

speaker fails to be polite it could ruin the social relationship with the other 

peoples and the people self-image could be damage. For English students 

mastering politeness is the important part of teaching because they will 

teach their students politely. 

Based on the case above, the writer is interested to conduct the 

analysis on warning utterance and politeness strategy. The writer tries to 

identify the pragmalinguistics forms of warning utterance, the realization 

of politeness strategies. Furthermore the writer is using DCT (Discourse 

Completion Task) scenario to collecting the data. Thus the writer will 

carry out the study “Realization of the Politeness Strategies of warning 
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Utterance Performed by the Students of English Education of 

Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta”.  

 

B. Limitation of the Study  

To clarify the study in this research, the writer focus on warning 

utterance and to clarify the politeness strategies of threatening utterance 

made by the students of English Education of Muhammadiyah University 

of Surakarta. The writer using DCT (Discourse Completion Task) scenario 

to collect the data. 

 

C. Problem Statement 

Based on the limitation of the research above, the researcher stated the 

problem to be researcher as follows: 

1. What are the politeness strategies of the warning utterance used by the 

students at the first semester in speaking class of English department? 

2. What are the pragmalinguitics forms of the warning utterance used by 

the students at the first semester in speaking class of English 

department? 

 

D. Objective of the Study 

The objective of the study this research are: 

1. To describe the realization of the politeness strategies of the warning 

utterance used by the students at the first semester in speaking class of 

English department. 

2. To describe the pragmalinguistics forms of the warning utterance used 

by the students in speaking class at first semester of English 

department.  

 

E. Benefit of the Study 

The benefit of this research can be theoretical and practical. The 

explanation is as follows: 

1. Theoretical Benefit 
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The theoretical benefit for readers is to know more about pragmatics 

and to contribute to the study of politeness strategies. The study is 

hoped to give more understanding in politeness strategies of warning 

utterances as the references to other researcher.  

2. Practical Benefit 

The benefit for the learners is can learn about how to analyze the 

pragmalinguistics forms especially on the warning utterance of 

commissive utterances. 

 

F. Research Paper Organization  

The research paper organization is divided into five chapters as follows:  

Chapter I presents introduction. It explains background of the study, 

limitation of the study, problem statement, objective of the study, benefit of 

the study, and research paper organization.  

Chapter II is literature review. It elaborates underlying theory and 

previous study.  

Chapter III is research method. It explains type of the research, object 

of the research, data and data source, technique of collecting data, data 

validity, and technique of analyzing data.  

Chapter IV presents research finding and discussion. It explains the 

politeness strategies of warning utterances and analysis of pragmalinguistics 

forms of warning utterances. 

Chapter V is conclusion and suggestion 


