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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Morphology is the branch of linguistics that deals with word structure. Matthews 

(1991:3) states that, “Morphology is the branch of linguistics which is concerned with 

the ‘form of words’ in different uses and contraction”. In other words, morphology is the 

branch of linguistics that studies patterns of word formation and across languages, and 

attempts to formulate rules that the knowledge of the speakers of those languages. Word 

formation is creation of a new word, sometimes it changes the word’s meaning.  

In linguistics, “if an affix changes the part of speech of the base and may have an 

irregular meaning, it is derivational” (Bauer, 1988:12). Derivational affix is the word-

formation that creates the new meaning by adding or affixing a word which noun is 

derived from verb, adjective derived from adverb, and adjective derived into noun. In 

other words, derivational occurs when a person attaches affixation in a word together to 

make them one word. This change is usually called morphological processes.  

According to Matthews (1991:208), “The simple definition of a word is the 

smallest unit of syntax”. The words are different from each other in both sound and 

meaning. It means that the word is the smallest meaning in linguistics that can stand 

alone without anything addition. For example word; drink, sleep, pray, etc. The word 

“drink”, “sleep”, “pray” cannot be divided into smaller units that can convey meaning 

when they stand alone. They are just part of a sentence that has a function to convey the 

meaning if they stand with other elements in a sentences. 

Sentence can be divided into spoken and written. In English language, written 

sentence is more difficult to understand because many people only want to hear the 
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speaker sounds.  The written languages contain words that arrange a sentence and have a 

meaning. Therefore, the written language is more necessary in studying word 

formations. The words are usually can be found in dictionary, magazine, bulletin, and 

newspaper.  

A dictionary is one of the books that explains the meaning of words in many 

languages. It functions to help people to recognize the new words. Besides, a dictionary 

also contains informative words, various features, and vocabularies that are arranged 

based on alphabetical order from the first letter of a word. The dictionary usually differs 

from each other in both the quality of word and meaning. In general, interesting 

dictionary typically publishes bilingual language completed with the example of using 

the word in a sentence. Then, in this study the writer uses Oxford Learner’s Pocket 

DictionaryNew Editionas source of the data. 

Oxford Learner’s Pocket DictionaryNew Edition is a monolingual dictionary 

published by Oxford University Press. The dictionary is translated from one language 

that is English to English. As a student especially in English Department, using Oxford 

Learner’s Pocket DictionaryNew Edition is very useful for us. By using it, we can 

improve our vocabulary of English because it contains the way to pronounce a word. We 

can also comprehend more about the structure and grammar used in Oxford Learner’s 

Pocket Dictionary New Edition. The writer is going to analyze characteristic of base 

attached by affixes {-ion, -tion, -ation,-sion} found in Oxford Learner’s Pocket 

Dictionary New Edition. 

Data 1: Contraction 

Noun  

 

  Verb     affix  

 

Contract       -ion  
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  The word “contraction” is formed from the base “contract” and 

attached by affix “-ion”. The category of “contract” is a verb while “-ion” is 

affix. Then, this base, “contract” and “-ion” will change the grammatical 

category from the verb into noun when they are joined. It is called derivational 

affix. Then, a noun has a ending of base “contract” is consonant “[t]”, and 

consists of two syllables. It is characteristic of base can be attached affix “–

ion”.  So, before a noun affix beginning with a vowel“-ion”. 

 

Data 2:  Introduction 

Noun  

 

Verb      affix  

 

 Introduce     -tion 

  Introduction consists of two morphemes. They are base “introduce” 

and attached affix “-tion”. Base of “introduce” belongs to verb category, while 

“-tion” is affix. Then, when these morphemes, “introduce” and “-tion” are 

joined, the derivational affixes is happened. In the word “introduction” the 

grammatical category changes from verb into noun. The base “introduce” 

removes a final letter “[e]” than attached by affix “-tion”, and consists of three 

syllables. Therefore the noun “introduction” is following by vowel “-tion”.  

 

Data 3: implication 

Noun  

 

Verb      affix  

 

Implict    -ation 
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  From the tree diagrams above, it can be analyzed that a noun 

“implication” is formed by the base “implict” and attached affix “-ation”. The 

category of “implict” is a verb, while “-ation” is affix. The attachment of affix 

“-ation” in the base “implict” can change the grammatical category from the 

verb into noun. It is called derivational affixes. The base “implict” removes a 

final letter “[t]” and attached by affix “-ation”, and consists of two syllables, 

so the affix has to begin with a vowel “-ation”. 

 

Data 4: apprehension 

Noun  

 

Verb      affix  

 

apprehend     -sion 

The word “apprehension” is formed from the base “apprehend” and 

attached by word “-sion”. The category of “apprehend” is verb while “-sion” 

is affix. These words will change the grammatical category when they are 

joined, because it changes the verb into noun. This word “apprehend” 

removes a final letter “[d]” before attached by affix “-sion”, and consists of 

three syllables. 

 

New word formations are having different entries in a dictionary, (Matthews, 

1991:43). We cannot distinguish the correct meaning if we do not understand before 

about the derivational affixes {–ion, -tion, -ation, –sion} whether they change the lexical 

category and how it is formed. From the explanation above, the writer concludes of 

affixes {–ion, -tion, -ation, -sion} can change the grammatical category into noun. 

Therefore, the writer conducts the title “The Characteristic of Base Attached by Affixes 

{-ion, -tion, -ation, -sion} in Oxford Learner’s Pocket Dictionary New Edition”. 
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C. Literature Review 

To prove the original of the study, the writer presents the previous studies on 

morphological analysis. The first research is from Prawidyastri(UMS2011) in An 

Analysis of Derivational Process of Affixes used in the Manual of Mobile Phone. The 

aim of her research is to analyze the derivational process and the meaning of 

derivational affixes of English words used in the manual of mobile phone. She analyzed 

the process and the meaning of derivational affixes in the manual of mobile phone, and 

then she found 26 affixes that are used in the entire data taken from that manual mobile 

phone, they are  un- and –al, inter- and al-, -ion and al-, -ationand al-, -iveand -ly, -

ousand –ly, -al and –ly, -ialandly, -fuland –ly, -ialand –ly, -al and –ly, -al and –ly, -un 

and –ly, -ic, -al and –ly, in- and –ly, -ialand –ly, in- and –ly, -ialand –ity, -veand –ity, -al 

andity, -iveand –ity, re- and –ation, -izeand –ation, in-, -ive, and –ity, -iveand –ate, in-, 

and –ate. She also concludes that the meaning of derivational process of affixes that are 

adjectives forming affixes, adverb forming affixes, noun forming affixes, and verb 

forming affixes.  

The second researcher is Harlianto (UMS 2008) conducted a study entitled An 

Analysis ofNoun Forming Affixes in The in Time Magazine Issue on January 7, 2008, the 

objective of his study is to explain the forming of affixes, he describes the structure of 

the sentence based on the affixes that change the forming word class. The result of the 

study shows that first, there are 164 data’s of lexical categories that change into noun, 

they are data of derived lexical, categories form verb, and changed of word. 

The third research is from Jarmulowicz. Linda D (University of Memphis 2001) 

who conducted a study entitled English Derivational Suffix Frequency and Children’s 

Stress Judgments, the objective of her study is to explain the relative frequency of each 

suffix is expressed as a proportion of the total number of suffixes encountered in the 

children’s literature corpus. Interestingly, the two derivational suffixes (-tion and –al), 

which account for 23,7% of all derived words in the children’s data, affect stem stress. 
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The suffix –tion requires stress to fall on the syllable before the suffix (i.e., stress is 

reassigned to the entire derivation according to the English stress rules). The suffix –al is 

quantity sensitive and will shift stress to the syllable before the suffix if it is heavy. The 

suffixes ranked 3 through 5 from the children’s corpus (24.39% of total corpus) never 

change the stem word’s stress. 

The forth previous research is conducted by Triani (UMS, 2009). It is entitled An 

Analysis of Derivational Process of English Nouns Found in the Hello Magazine 

Articles. The goal of her research is to classify lexical categories of derivational process 

of English nouns. She analyzed the type of new derived words in the Hello Magazine 

articles. Then, she classified two types of derivational process of English nouns 

commonly found in the Hello Magazine articles. They are lexical categories of verb and 

adjective. She collects the data of affixes that changes their grammatical category. 

The fifth article is from Laine and Virkkala (Scandinavian Journal of Psychology 

2000) that conducted a study entitled The Role of Derivational Morphology in 

Vocabulary Acquisition: Get by with a Little Help from MyFriends, the objective of this 

study is to explore the rule of morphology in vocabulary knowledge of third and sixth 

grade finish elementary school children. In a word definition task, children from both 

grades performed overall better on derived words than on monomorphemic words. 

However, the results were modified by the factors Frequency and Productivity. Most 

strikingly, performance on monomorphemic words was disproportionately  weaker than 

on derived words at the low frequency range. At the high frequency range, derived 

words with low productive suffixes. We partly make an appeal to the lexical statistical 

properties of the finish language to explain the interaction of frequency and words 

structure. At any rate, the results suggest that finish elementary school children benefit 

significantly from utilizing morphology in determining words meaning. 

The similarity of this study with the previous studies is the analysis of the 

morphological aspect. The difference of this study from the previous study is the object 
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ofdata analysis.While the writer analyzes the characteristic of base attached by affixes {-

ion, -tion, -ation, -sion} inOxford Learner’s Pocket Dictionary New Edition. 

 

D. Problem Statement 

 Based on the phenomena mentioned on the background of this study, the writer 

formulates the following problems: 

1. What are the similarities and differences between the characteristic of base attached 

by affixes {-ion, -tion, -ation, -sion} in Oxford Learner’s Pocket Dictionary New 

Edition? 

2. What are the characteristic of base attached by affixes {-ion, -tion, -ation,-sion} in 

Oxford Learner’s Pocket Dictionary New Edition? 

 

E. Objective of the Study 

Based on the problems above, the writer formulates the objective of the study in 

the following: 

1. To find out the similarities and differences between the characteristic of base 

attached by affixes {-ion, -tion, -ation, -sion} in Oxford Learner’s Pocket Dictionary 

New Edition. 

2. To describe the characteristic of base attached by affixes {-ion, -tion, -ation, -sion} 

in Oxford Learner’s Pocket Dictionary New Edition. 

 

F. Benefit of the Study 

From this research, the writer hopes that this study has the benefits that are 

divided into theoretical and practical benefits, they are as follows. 
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1. Theoritical Benefit  

a. Students  

They will understand more about the characteristic of base attached by 

affixes (-ion, -tion, -ation, -sion) and the process of word formation.  

b. Lectures  

This result of the research can be used as an input in morphological 

analysis on derivational affixes {–ion, -tion, –ation, –sion} in a dictionary.  

2. Practical Benefit  

a. Other researchers  

This research result can be used to add the reference for other researcher 

in studying derivational affix. 

b. Readers  

The research gives benefit for the readers in order to improve their 

knowledge in morphology especially characteristic of baseattached by 

derivational affix. 

 

G. Research Paper Organization  

This research paper is divided into five chapters as follow: 

 Chapter 1, introduction, presents the background of study, scope of the study, 

purpose of the study, underlying theories, research method, previous study,and 

organization of writing 

Chapter II describes the theoretical background of morphology and affixes. 

 Chapter III provides the methodology of research, the type of the research, the 

method of collecting data, and method of analyzing data. 

 Chapter IV consists from analysis characteristic of base attached by affixes {-ion, 

-tion, -ation, -sion}. 
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Chapter V is conclusion and suggestion. The last part is bibliography and 

appendix. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


