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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents about background of the study, problem statements,

objectives of the study, and significance of the study.

A. Background of the Study

There are four language skills, namely listening, speaking, reading, and

writing. Each skill is important for learners to improve their skill in English

both writen and oral. Rasnawati (2005) points out that the mastery of English

both receptive and productive skills becomes very important particularly in

international communication. Harmer (2001: 199) states that listening and

reading tend to passive skill (receptive skill) in English, they are related to how

learners can make written product and answering questions. Harmer (2001:

246) states that speaking and writing tend to active skill (productive skill), they

are related to produce oral product of English. Part of them will be more

explored, it is reading skill.

Moreover, reading affects and is a affected by other language skills which

are listening, speaking and writing. So, human beings spend a lot of time and

effort to develop this skill. Thus, any language course devotes a reasonable

portion for dealing with reading in target language, whether it is first or second

language (Celce-Murcia, 1991: 69). This is because any educational system can

not neglect this skill of language and students still practice reading even is

difficult to understand every single word.

In the same respect, Brown (1994: 102) reprted that reading

comprehension has been considered as an active process rather than a passive

one where the reader interacts with the text and others before, during and after

the reading task. Padesky (1995: 272-281) also states that

Reading comprehension is the process of reader interacting meaning from

text by implementing the prior knowledge and information found in the

text. Stated that “Reading is an active process of comprehension where
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students need to be taught strategies to read more efficiently (e.g guess

from context, define expectations and makes inferences about the text,

skim ahead to fill in the context, etc ...”

According to Stahl, et al (1991: 86) reading is a matter of comprehension

as readinng comprehension involves decoding the writer’s words and the using

background knowledge to construct an approximate understanding of the

writer’s message. So, it involves at least two people; the reader and the writer.

But the subject here is, how the reader comprehends the text.

Nemann (2008: 207) says that reading comprehension is basic for

learning, working and enjoyment. It is the application of a skill that avolved for

other purpose (listening or oral comprehension) to a new form of input text.

According to Grabe (1991: 377) reading comprehension is

psycholinguistic guessing game that involves an interaction between thoughts

and language reading comprehension is cycles of sampling, predicting, testing

and confirming. Through psycholinguistic models the reader approaches a text

with expectations based on his knowledge of the subject and he or she  derives

mmeanings by relying on his/ her knowledge of the language and the subject,

as well as his background knowledge.

In brief, the main purpose of reading is to comprehend the text being read.

If comprehension does not take place than the active of reading becomes

useless and that reinforces that reading is no longer a receptive skill where the

students move from line to line without interacting with the tests but they

search for achieving comprehension.

Comprehension then can be achieved as long as the reader uses his/ her

previous knowledge to make and tries to make sense out of the text he/ she

read. This is an important issue for school teacher for teaching reading in the

classrooms. Teachers should pay attention to the strategies and techniques they

apply in teaching reading for the purpose of comprehension in order to avoid

difficulties that students face in reading comprehension. According to

Hammoda (1999: 107) “must teachers conduct methods of teaching which

mainly depend on memorizing rules and structures. Students are not given
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chance to acquire language skills or to use language effectively. So, we are in a

real need for new methods and techniques that interpret language not only as

sentences, vocabulary or structures, but also as practice of thoughts and

culture”.

Many researchers such as Reichert (2005) and Harmer (2001) have

recommended that traditional concepts related to teaching reading should be

substituded by more innovative ones. Among those innovative methods is

guided discovery method which based on the extent of students’ involving in

the classroom activities under the guidance of the teacher and how much the

teacher activities reading process. “Guided discovery method is one of the

methods happen when the students encounter unfamiliar situation and try to

interpret the situation for understanding and comprehension. It is required

flexible environment to help students participate and build their knowledge

effectively” (Creemers, 1994: 122).

For teaching reading comprehension by using guided discovery, Omar’s

(2006: 12) says that guided discovery is method used in teaching reading

literature texts conducted by the teacher in the classroom by providing

examples and designing educational situation information”. Surror (1995: 135)

states that students are considered to be the centre of teaching and learning

process who explain, decode, criticize and tends to have the own attitudes

towards the texts they read and not only being receptive or passive learner”. In

other words, students’ interest to comprehend and build their own knowledge

by themselves if they are given the chance to do so and this practising guided

discovery in learning reading comprehension.

In discovery method, to build the students’ interest in reading

comprehension needs a technique. The educational goals of discovery learning

is to promote a through understanding, developing meta-cognitive skills, and

encouraging a high level of student involvement. Through discovery learning

students learn to recognize a problem, find ways to solve by searching for

relevant information, develop a solution strategy, and execute the chosen

strategy or technique (Borthick and Jones, 2000: 181).
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In educational world, the terms of reading skill have been developed, they

many changes into modern techniques in language process. Roger (1981: 52)

points out that teacher centered approach that has been much used in traditional

teaching has been left, because it does not bring success. Ismail (2004: 93)

states that in the world of education, the information technology is the form of

computer that has a big role and also to be exploited to analyze the teaching

materials in the result of research. This argument supported by Mulyadi (2004)

that one way out which is able to endure is tehuse of computer as a teaching

media.

Based on the preliminary observation result at MTs N Bekonang, the

researcher concluded that the students’ reading comprehension score text is

low (about 6.25). The information taken from the teacher in MTs N Bekonang,

that the students still find some general problems to comprehend and

understand the reading text. They sometimes find it difficult to understand the

meaning of the words, phrases, or sentences, to interpret the text, and to answer

the question given. Therefore, the students’ achievement from the teaching and

learning process in the classroom and students’ examination are unsatisfied.

Moreover, the teachers, there face problems to find other strategies in teaching

reading. They still use text book and students’ book in their teaching process.

The students are examined to do exercise from it. Indeed, this technique makes

the students boring in reading class.

Therefore, the researcher proposed one technique, Computer Assisted

Language Learning called CALL, as media in teaching English, in terms of

reading classroom. The teacher should consider the effectiveness of using

technology in teaching and learning process. That has been much used in

traditional teaching has been left, because it does not bring a success. Ruddell

(1998, 151) points out that in language teachers, we have to be interested in

communication process. The computer is becoming the major tool of

communication inside and outside the school and we, therefore, have no choice

but to be involved.
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Language teacher today must become increasingly adept at using

computer in the classroom. In her paper, using computer to learn thinking skill.

Poedjosodarmo (1998: 38) suggested, that teacher should not only know how

to use computers to teach language skill, but also to use computer to increase

learners’ understanding of the nature of human language. Based on her

experience, she provides a lot of hand-on activities that teacher will find useful

for teaching language skill such as pronunciation, vocabulary, sentence

structure, and discourse.

In addition, Masnijuri (2001) reported that the use of computer as teaching

aid aims at language learning that gives lots of positive effects and advantages

for the learners. There are some advantages of using computer in the

classroom. The advantages are using computer to teach certain language skills,

using computer to help learners construct and understanding of language

structure; vocabulary, sentence, discourse using anomalies in computer-

generated language to increase understanding of the nature of human language,

improving student’s motivation, adapting learning to students, authenticity, and

critical thinking skills.

Based on researcher’s observation, MTs N Bekonang has been facilitated

by some facilities such as computer laboratory, LCD Projector, internet and

sets of notebooks. However, not all the teachers there use those facilities as

media in teaching and learning process. The main problem is the teacher

cannot adept at using computer in the classroom. The reseracher chooses grade

eight because the students can operate computer more better than grade

seventh, so the material of narrative text is taught with CALL can be easy to

implement in grade eight of MTs N Bekonang.

Therefore, considering the effectiveness of using computer as a tool of

teaching and learning language skill, in terms of reading, the researcher carried

out a research under the title “the effect of using CALL on English reading

comprehension from students’ interest”.
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B. Problem Statements

Based on the background of the study, the problems of the study will be

formulated as follows:

1. Do students taught with CALL get better reading score than those taught

with books?

2. Does CALL improve the interest of learning reading for students eight

grade in MTs N Bekonang?

3. Does the use of CALL have effect on their reading achievement of the

second year student in MTs N Bekonang?

C. Objectives of the Study

The study aims at finding the answer to the question will state in the

problem statement. Therefore, the objectives of the study are:

1. To find out whether the student taught with CALL get better reading score

than those taught with book of the second year students of MTs N

Bekonang.

2. To find out whether CALL improves the students’ interest of learning

reading comprehension for students eight grade in MTs N Bekonang.

3. To find out whether the use of CALL have effect on the reading

comprehension of eight grade students of MTs N Bekonang after being

taught using CALL.

D. Benefit of the Study

The results of this research are expected to have theoretical and practical

contributions.

1. Theoretical Benefit

The result of research will give constribute to enrich the teaching

technique of English.

2. Practical Benefit

a. Teacher of English
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Give a reference to develop classroom activity especially in teaching

reading comprehension. It can be used by English teachers to

distribute their reading material.

b. Principal

Give a reference for principal of the school or institution in teaching

reading comprehension. It is one of techniques that can be

implemented in the teaching-learning process.

c. Future Researchers

Give reference to future researcher in the same study. It presents a

thesis which can be considered to the future researcher’ thesis.


