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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Everyone have their own way in life. And they need freedom to decide their 

way. When there is no prohibition to do something, that’s name freedom. The 

purpose of human life is to achieve happiness, whereas happiness cannot be 

achieved if one does not actualize it in an action, in the form of freedom such as 

freedom to act, speak, or think. 

Human are only creatures that have freedom to choose their own way of life 

and the ability to develop them, so that freedom is the right to determine our own 

lives. According to Anna, D.N (2013, p. 232), “Freedom is a distinctive feature of 

man different from other beings in the world. Man can determine his own fate 

freely”. It is also stated by Champlin (2007, p. 3), “He that true freedom means self-

determination or the freedom to create one's own identity”. According to Preble 

(2016, p. 2), “Human liberty is the foundation of a good and just society”. Therefore 

according to Bober (2014) “individual freedom also known as individualism means 

one person has the ability to be independent of them and each individual has virtues 

and importance. They all have equal right”. 

In the context of relationship between government and citizens, freedom is 

more emphasis on the absence of state intervention or restrictions on the freedom of 

its citizens. Therefore, the freedom to have all the rights that have been arranged in 
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human rights should be given by the state to all individuals that exist within its 

sovereign territory. Indeed, human freedom should be regulated in the law. But if it 

turns out a product such legislation contains discriminatory intervention, then the 

legislation should not be applied. This is because the dimensions of these freedoms 

will be constrained by regulations that can eliminate human freedom. And also the 

concept of political freedom is closely connected with the concepts of civil liberties 

and human rights, which in democratic societies are usually afforded legal 

protection from the state. 

Franz Kafka is a German writer who was born on July 3, 1883 in Prague. 

Kafka was born into a wealthy Jewish family. He was the eldest of six children. He 

died in early June 1924. Franz Kafka describes the freedom seen in his work entitled 

The Metamorphosis shows clearly how the work is written under the title The 

Metamorphosis that showed that their expressionism this is the show of the authors 

use the motif of solitude and isolation to symbolize freedom. This could mean that 

any works in expressionism is a form of rebellion brewing in the soul of the author 

that in real life she could not do it. So, one way and the media can be a container 

dealer latent desires and could hardly realized it was in the works created by the 

author himself.  

The story begins with Samsa, she was a traveling salesman, as Gregor Samsa 

was waking up from anxious dreams, and he discovered that in bed he had been 

changed into a monstrous verminous bug. The cause of Gregor's transformation is 

never revealed, and Kafka himself never gave an explanation. The rest of Kafka's 
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novella deals with Gregor's attempts to adjust to his new condition as he deals with 

being burdensome to his parents and sister, who are repelled by the horrible, vermin 

us creature Gregor has become.  

In The Metamorphosis novel there are four main characters: 1. Gregor Samsa, 

a young man who became the backbone of the family who mysteriously transformed 

into a giant insect (monstrous verminous bug) in one day, 2. Grete Samsa, sister of 

Gregor Samsa who cares and feeding of Gregor Samsa when he had transformed 

into a giant insect, 3. Herr Samsa, father Gregor Samsa who returned to work when 

Gregor Samsa has transformed into a giant insect, 4. Frau Samsa, Mrs. Gregor 

Samsa who also returned to work when Gregor Samsa has transformed into a giant 

insect. 

Gregor Samsa character in this novel gives impression to me that he is a 

person who is burdened very much. He was the one who had hard work to support 

this family although not completely he wanted a job that a lot of this time-

consuming. However, he cannot run away from reality to not work for the welfare of 

his family responsibilities depend on his shoulders alone. Until one day he had 

himself transformed into a giant insect when he woke up from sleep and nightmares, 

but the thoughts, feelings, and his soul as a human being. He remained distracted 

with thoughts of work obligations, the possibility of boss would scold him if he was 

late to work, he probably will be very wrong if he was not serious in the work so as 

not to make money to support their families, and so on. The incidence of sleep when 
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he awoke and found himself transformed into a giant insect with all sorts of feelings 

and thoughts of men described by Kafka in this novel.  

The fact that Gregor Samsa has transformed into a giant insect make a lot of 

changes in his family life. Before the body of Gregor Samsa transformed into a giant 

insect, he is the only person in the family who work and support to Samsa’s family. 

But after his death because it has been considered by the family and the people as 

evil creatures that have killed Gregor Samsa into a state of change “improved” in the 

Samsa family. This is because Gregor Samsa’s father and mother back to work and 

make money.  

Works of Franz Kafka's The Metamorphosis got a tremendous response from 

lovers of literature, through internet there are many respond to Kafka's work ranging 

from positive responses until negative responses. Positive responses from readers 

adorn the comments of this novel, and the positive comments come from an account 

belonging to Natalia on (October 2, 2016) she stated that “It is such an amazing but 

sad story! Since the very first page, I was grabbed and completely compelled by it. 

It was easy enough for me to read, as English is my second language”. By Miranda 

and Greg on (August 25, 2016) they suggest this book because they state that “This 

book is one of those titles that will give something back. This is a beautiful tale 

wrapped up in a tragedy and glued together in science fiction. I'd recommend this to 

anyone who's looking for an amazing read”. Positive feedback also came from one 

reader named Joy on (December 30, 2012) “The Metamorphosis is a fiction book 

that I find rather intriguing because it is fairly straight forward while at the same 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/pdp/profile/A2268L4LUQVJMN/ref=cm_cr_dp_pdp
https://www.amazon.com/gp/pdp/profile/A2268L4LUQVJMN/ref=cm_cr_dp_pdp
https://www.amazon.com/gp/pdp/profile/A32JABMJDP31IV/ref=cm_cr_dp_pdp
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time complex - just like life truly is. I recommend The Metamorphosis to any and all 

readers because it has a unique point of view that should always be considered when 

thinking of how any person's actions can affect others; it is one of Kafka's classics; 

and it's a short story with easy reading”. https://www.amazon.com/Metamorphosis-

Franz-Kafka/dp/1557427666. 

The Metamorphosis of Franz Kafka also got a response negative of readers, 

from Kathy on (Dec 26, 2007) she state that “Technically I read this book in 

German, and if I could give it zero stars, I would”, while the Mia on (Jan 23, 2016) 

stated that the work of this Kafka Franz The Metamorphosis very distracting, “I do 

not really know what you want to convey, why can people turn into a giant, even if I 

wanted give star maybe I will give one for this novel”. 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/485894. So this indicates that not all people 

understand about the main characters are portrayed by the writer Franz Kafka in the 

work, entitled The Metamorphosis, it makes some people hate the work of Franz 

Kafka so they give their views negatively on this novel, for some people the work of 

Franz Kafka is distracting because he makes the reader think hard about his work 

that makes the main character into a giant horrible and it was not defined clearly 

how it could have happened to Gregor Samsa. 

Kafka crowned as the best writer of the 20th century. Even in the 1950s, there 

is the term "Kafka-Mode". This term is used for young writers who imitate the style 

of Kafka's authorship. Anyone who experimented with the style of Kafka will be 

dubbed kafkaesken. According to Mastuti D. L (2015, p. 3) Here are some of 

https://www.goodreads.com/user/show/73077-kathy
https://www.goodreads.com/review/show/1128658?book_show_action=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/485894
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Kafka's published works, including: Der Prozess (The Trial), Das Urteil (The 

Judgment), Das Schloss (The Castle), Betrachtung (Contemptlation), Die 

Verwandlung (The Metamorphosis), and many more.  

According to Putri M.M (2016, p. 2) “The Metamorphosis is one of the 

fictional proces written by Franz Kafka. The Metamorphosis originally written in 

Germanic language and it has been translated by Willa and Edwin Muir and first 

published in Panguin Books Inc on 1961. In its origin this novella is entitled Die 

Verwandlung”, and now this novel has been translated into various languages in the 

world, one of which has been translated into Indonesian’s. The first printed in 

Indonesian’ published by Pustaka Narasi, Homerian Pustaka and Pustaka 

Promethea. The Metamorphosis is one of the greatest works of Franz Kafka, which 

until now still popular. When compared to other works of Kafka, The 

Metamorphosis has privileges. First, this work is the most widely Kafka get reviews. 

Second, The Metamorphosis had already been translated into many languages in the 

world. Third, this work becomes a lot of inspiration other works such as novels, 

comics, bands and movies.  

The reason why researcher chose this novel to be discussed and analyzed, 

because the novel is about simple things, so the researcher analyzes what kind of 

freedom is in this novel and researcher choose the main character because it has a 

great aspect of existentialism to be studied, especially the existentialism of freedom. 

Then the researcher interested in analyzing this novel with the title TYPES OF 

FREEDOM IN FRANZ KAFKA’S THE METAMORPHOSIS: AN 
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EXISTENTIALIST PERSPECTIVE. So this is the reason why the researcher 

chose this work to analyze into final year project so that researcher can open mind 

used to be able to feel what is still no freedom within method researcher should 

enjoy. 

B. Limitation of the Study 

In this study, the researcher focuses on the problem of how to describe 

freedom from the main character in Franz Kafka’s The Metamorphosis novel.  

C. Problem Statement 

The major problems of the study are as follows:  

1. What are the types of freedom in the novel? 

2. How is freedom depicted in the novel? 

3. Why did Franz Kafka address freedom in the novel? 

D. Objectives of the Study 

The objectives of the research are as follows: 

1. To identify the types of freedom in the novel. 

2. To describe how freedom is depicted in the novel. 

3. To reveal the underlying reason why Franz Kafka address individual freedom in 

the novel. 

E. Benefits of the Study 

By presenting this thesis, the researcher hopes that it will give some benefits 

as follows: 
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1. Theoretical Benefit 

a. The study is projected to give the novel contribution and information to the 

large body of knowledge secularly in the literary studies 

b. To support the theories that already exists in relation to the issues Discussed 

in the study. 

c.  As a comparison to subsequent similar studies. 

d.  To find out what values are contained in the novel Franz Kafka entitled The 

Metamorphosis 

2. Practical Benefits 

a. The study is expected to enrich the knowledge and experience of the 

researcher and other student at Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta 

(UMS) and other universities who have interested in literary studies on the 

novel from various aspect 

b. Expected from these results, it can be used as input and Contribute ideas 

about the important meaning of freedom 

c.  For researchers are expected to grow and expand the horizons of 

knowledge based on experience of analyzing novel 

F. Research Paper Organization 

The paper organization types of freedom in Franz Kafka The Metamorphosis an 

Existentialist Perspective is as follow: Chapter I is Introduction, it consists of 

Background of the Study, Limitation of the Study, Problem Statement, Objectives of 

the Study, Benefits of the Study, and Research Paper Organization. Chapter II is 
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Underlying Theory, it consists of Previous Study, Freedom, and Novelty. Chapter 

III is Research Method; it consists of Type of the Research, Object of the Research, 

Data and the Data Source, Technique of Collection Data, and Technique of the Data 

Analysis. Chapter IV Analysis Types of Freedom in Franz Kafka’s The 

Metamorphosis, it consists of Types of freedom in the novel, Depiction of freedom 

in the novel, Underlying reasons of addressing individual freedom and Discussion. 

Chapter V Conclusion and Suggestion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


