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FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE USED IN BEGIN AGAIN MOVIE 

BY JOHN CARNEY  

ABSTRAK 

Ada beberapa percakapan di film yang kurang bisa dimengerti, karena terkadang 

pemeran menggunakan kalimat implisit. Bahasa kiasan, bagaimanapun, termasuk dalam bahasa 

fenomena, yang tertarik untuk dianalisis, karena ini adalah produk imajinasi kreatif. Tujuan dari 

penelitian ini adalah: 1) untuk mengetahui bahasa kiasan yang terutama digunakan dalam Begin 

Again Movie oleh John Carney; 2) untuk mengetahui arti bahasa kiasan dalam Begin Again 

Movie karya John Carney. Penulis menggunakan metode penelitian kualitatif dalam melakukan 

penelitian. Sumber data utama penelitian ini adalah film "Begin Again", disutradarai oleh John 

Carney. Dokumentasi adalah metode untuk mengumpulkan data. Analisis data menggunakan 

teknik kualitatif deskriptif tentang pengurangan data, verifikasi data; menampilkan data, dan 

conclussion. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa: 1) ada sebelas bahasa kiasan yang 

digunakan dalam Film "Begin Again": Simile, Metaphor, Personification, Metonymy, Symbol, 

Synecdoche, Paradox, Hyperbole, Oxymoron, Litotes, and Irony; 2) unsur sastra dan jenis 

bahasa kiasan, peneliti mengetahui fungsi bahasa kiasan seperti komunikasi emosional. Ini 

menunjukkan apa perasaan karakter seperti kebahagiaan, sedih, cinta dan lainnya. Ini juga 

menggambarkan karakter positif dalam film ini. Skrip film "Begin Again" coba ceritakan tentang 

kehidupan sosial manusia yang terkandung seputar cinta, kesedihan, kebahagiaan, semangat 

dan lain-lain. Di film "Begin Again" pilihlah naskah yang mengandung bahasa kiasan yang 

sangat membantu dalam memahami cerita. 

Kata kunci: bahasa kiasan, "Begin Again" Movie, unsur sastra, jenis 

ABSTRACT 

There are some conversations in the movie that are less understandable, because sometimes 

the cast uses the implicit sentences. The figurative language, after all, belongs to a language of 

phenomenon, which is interested to analyze, because it’s the product of creative imagination. 

The purpose of the study are: 1) to find out the figurative languages mainly used in Begin Again 

Movie by John Carney; 2) to find out the meaning of figurative languages in Begin Again Movie 

by John Carney. The writer applies the qualitative research method in conducting the research. 

The primary data sources of the study are of “Begin Again” movie, directed by John Carney. 

Documentation is a method to collect the data. Analysis of the data uses the descriptive 

qualitative technique about reducing the data, verifying the data; displaying the data, and 

conclussion. The result of study shows that: 1) there are eleven figurative language used in 

Journey 2: The “Begin Again” movie: Simile, Metaphor, Personification, Metonymy, Symbol, 

Synecdoche, Paradox, Hyperbole, Oxymoron, Litotes, and Irony; 2) the elements literary and 

types of figurative language, the researcher finds out the function of figurative language such as 

emotional communication. It shows what the character’s feeling such as happiness, sad, love and 

another. It also describes the positive characters in this movie. The script of “Begin Again  

Keywords: figurative language, types, “Begin Again” Movie 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Language is a particular kind of system for encoding and decoding information. Language is 

symbol of communication. When people want to say something they always use the language as 

instrument of communication. Communication has a purpose to send a message to other human. 

In sending the message, the sender does not only use an explicit message or direct expressions 

but also uses an implicit message or indirect expressions, where the meaning of message is 

different from usual message, such as using figurative language. Figurative language is the 

language that has more than one meaning. 

Figurative language is language using figures of speech. It is language that cannot be taken 

literally (Perrine, 1997:61). Figurative language is the language that has more than one meaning. 

Figurative language is language with its literal in compatible terms that force readers to attend 

the connotation rather than to the denotation. And a good figurative language is words used in 

non-literal sense but of context the writer’s taste and purpose.  

Figurative language has been widely examined by linguist in the study of literature in recent 

years. It is because figurative language has the essence of style and beauty. Figurative language 

often provides a more effective means of saying what the writer means than direct statement. In 

the specific sense, figurative language may take the form of figures of speech. “Figurative 

language is used in any form of communication, such as in daily conversation, articles in 

newspaper, movie, novels, poems, etc” (Koesnoesoebroto, 1988:4). 

Figurative language is language that uses words or expressions with a meaning that is 

different from the literal interpretation. When a writer or speaker uses literal language, he or she 

is simply stating the facts as they are. The writer or speaker uses particular symbols to express 

the ideas. Beckson & Ganz (1975:80) says, “Figurative language is language which makes use 

of certain devices called figure of speech.” Most of which are techniques for comparing 

dissimilar objects, to achieve effects beyond the range of literal language. Figurative language 

uses figures of speech, a way of saying something other than the literal meaning of the words. 

In fact, figurative language is also used in the field of linguistics. A figurative language, 

which is included in the field of stylistics, can be automatically used in both literature and 

linguistics since it functions as a mediation between linguistics and literary criticism. According 

to Furniss (1996:106), a word, phrase, or statement is figurative when it cannot be taken literally. 
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In other words, there are figurative words or phrases that cannot be literally true in any 

circumstances. Therefore, when a statement cannot be literally true, people will automatically 

understand it in a figurative sense. 

As far as linguistics is concerned with the study of human language, and as it is known 

for anyone who is specialized in the field. Linguistics divides into branches that consist of 

semantics, which is the study of meaning at the level of words and concepts, at the second stage 

comes semiotics which means the use of symbols, images to convey meaning and the third is 

pragmatics where meaning is understood through the context.  

Language used in literary work has specification based on languages is using in other 

communication. Every word has many meanings and contains different messages. Figurative 

language can be found in the movie. There are some conversations in the movie that are less 

understandable, because sometimes the cast uses the implicit sentences. The movie also tries to 

create an emotional effect and makes an association between things and idea that are not related. 

The figurative language, after all, belongs to a language of phenomenon, which is 

interested to analyze, because it’s the product of creative imagination. Figurative language with 

its compatible terms forces the reader to attend to the connotations rather than to the denotations. 

Using the figurative language can create a novel more concrete, condensed, and interesting.  

Language employs various figures of speech, some examples are metaphor, simile, antithesis, 

hyperbole, and paradox. In general, figurative language is a kind of language which departs from 

the language employed in the traditional, literal ways of describing persons or object. Using 

figurative language is making imaginative description in fresh ways. It is usually immediately 

obvious whether a writer is using figurative language (Reaske,1966: 33). 

The example for figurative language of irony, is one way to give depth and richness to the 

experience: 

Do I love him ? Who wouldn’t love a cheat, a liar and squeal? 

The sentences above are intended to convey a meaning just the opposite to their ordinary 

or literal meaning. The example of personification:  

My head explodes, my ear rings 

Here the speaker says that he feel headache like his head will explode and also his ears 

feel very noise sounds. 
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The writer studies figurative language in “Begin Again” movie because it makes him 

interested in knowing the knowledge about movie and its elements. The writer intends to conduct 

a research on movie with the tittle of the research: “Figurative Language Used In “Begin Again” 

Movie by John Carney: A Pragmatic Perspective“. 

Based on the title of this research, the problem statements as follows: Fisrt, what are the 

figurative languages used in Begin Again Movie by John Carney?; Second, what is the meaning 

of figurative language in Begin Again Movie John Carney? 

Based on the problems that have been stated above, the objectives of the study are: First, 

to find out the figurative languages mainly used in Begin Again Movie by John Carney; Second, 

to find out the meaning of figurative languages in Begin Again Movie by John Carney. 

 

2. RESEARCH METHOD 

This research is a descriptive qualitative research in which the objective is to describe the 

actual user of language for communication. Object of this research is figurative language in 

“Begin Again” Movie by John Carney. The data of the research is the sentence that contains 

figurative language in “Begin Again” Movie by John Carney. The data source is “Begin Again” 

Movie by John Carney. In this research, the steps of writer use to collect the data is as the 

following: watching and understanding “Begin Again” Movie by John Carney; Finding out all 

the words, sentences having figurative language as the data. Collecting data selected with 

figurative language in “Begin Again” Movie by John Carney. Noting down the data based on 

their classification. 

 

3. RESEARCH RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

The researcher going to analyzed the kinds of figurative language that used in Begin 

Again movie. As explained in chapter II, figurative language uses figures of speech to say 

something other than the literal meaning of the word. It is one which literally in compatible term, 

forces the readers to attend the connotation rather than to the denotation. The figurative language 

that found in Begin Again movie as follow: 

3.1 Simile 

The data describes the result Simile of figurative language that occurred in the dialogue of 

Begin Again movie. 
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1) Gretta seems really convinced. (00:11:13) The meaning: Dave did not permit Dan to go 

to the New York city. He convinced that Gretta believed his grandfather whom sent the 

message for him. 

2) Then bond with him on some non-song, like Hawaii. (00:11:37) The meaning: Dave 

recommended Dan to bring Gretta in another city, because she was afraid of bad thing 

that something would be happen to them if they went to the song. 

All of sentences above are simile because it compares two things and uses the bold italic 

words such as “like, seems, as”. 

3.2 Metaphor 

The researcher going to analyze the metaphor used in the dialogue, they are: 

1) It’s not some lunatic (00:10:00) The meaning: Gretta feels unpleasant when Dan said that 

Gretta can’t go to the city to meet his grandfather. 

2) It's a graveyard. (00:13:24) The meaning: the city was so dangerous. Tour guide said that 

it was like graveyard for ships. There was no boat could leave the city. 

Those sentences above are the example of metaphor because it compares between two things 

usually unlike. 

3.3 Personification 

1) Nobody's gonna see your kelp. (00:23:51) The meaning: Gretta warned Dave and Miriam 

when they would like to go back and leaved the city that they would not secure from the 

storm. 

2) Don't be afraid, they're not gonna bite. (00:37:23) The meaning: Dan showed how to get 

attention of a woman  

The other type of figurative language is personification such as the following sentences that 

gives the human characteristic to object such as animal, object or ideas. 

3.4 Metonymy 

1) We didn’t want this going out over the radio. Kid broke into the satellite facility. Then he 

drove his dirt bike into the McGillicutty’s pool. I talked them out of pressing charges. 

(00:02:50)) The meaning: after Gretta broke the satellite facility, he was chased by police 

and fell down in the swimming pool. Then the police called Gretta’s stepfather and 

informed the case. 
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2) Welcome, we’ve got a working elevator; indoor plumbing and I’ve even got a 75-inch 

HDTV. (00:32:37) The meaning: Mulligan asked Gretta and friends to stay in his tree 

house. Then there was a television that showed scenery of volcano. It was made by 

Mulligan self. 

The following sentences are metonymy, because it uses of something closely related for the 

thing that is actually meant. 

3.5 Symbol  

1) I'm already in jail. (00:03:54) The meaning: Gretta fell in a jail, even though it was in his 

own home, because his parents were very over protective. 

2) Music is nature's painkiller. Sing him a song. (00:59:08) The meaning: Mulligan asked 

Dan to sing a song for Gretta who got an accident in order to Gretta fell better. 

3.6 Synecdoche 

1) We have to go into the eye of the hurricane to get to the city !(00:18:02) The meaning: 

they should fly trough the storm in order to, they could arrive in the song.  

2) Well, because Medicare doesn't cover old ladies falling off of valley. Get down. 

(00:52:08) The meaning: Mulligan drove giant bee to find Nautilus but, Dan worried if 

the bad thing would happen with him. 

3.7 Paradox 

Here some dialogue and the analysis of paradox in Begin Again movie: 

1) Okay, we just need to move quickly but carefully. (00:26:04) The meaning: Gretta told 

his friends to be careful when they walked on the eggshell of giant Daveard. 

2) "Stuck here"? I think it'll be fun. We can get to know each other better. (00:33:43) The 

meaning: Gretta fell in love with Miriam at the first sight. He tried to be close with her, 

although she fell unpleasant. 

Paradox is using some apparently contradictory ideas to point out some underlying truth. The 

researcher finds the example of paradox in this movie. 

3.8 Hyperbole 

Here is hyperbole that used in the dialogue: 

1) You think you'll travel around the world meet up with some lunatic messing around on a 

ham radio?(00:09:57) The meaning: Dan does not let Gretta to meet his grandfather, 

because it was so dangerous to go to the city. 
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2) I see. So in Gretta's mind, Mulligan's this glamorous adventurer. (00:11:16) The 

meaning: Dan said that Gretta believed his grandfather who was still alive. 

3.9 Litotes 

The using of Litotes on the dialogue: 

1) How is an exercise machine gonna help us get out of here?(00:42:30) The meaning: they 

should find the Nautilus, Steve’s submarine to leave the city. 

2) I mean, if we get off this city, he'll go back to America move on with his life and go to 

college. And I'll go back to tiny New York City. (01:02:27) The meaning: Miriam was 

not sure with her feeling about Gretta. Even though her father gave support for his 

daughter. 

 

 

The important think we learn literature especially figurative language; it is focus on how 

people communicate their personal affective experiences. Besides that, we can identify the 

language that people used in their communication to show their feeling particularly in emotional 

communication. Emotions such as anger, sadness, pride, happiness etc are subjective 

experiences, and it difficult to capture in literal terms. Usually it used in daily conversation.  

In this movie, the author used figurative language to make the audiences understand what 

the character’s feeling, how topics of conversation, individual, social setting, and related factors 

influence, type, and interactional consequences.  As explained before, figurative language not 

only as figures of speech, but also it has a function. Another function of figurative language itself 

is to describe the positive and negative side of the characters. 

Based on research finding, the writer found some figurative languages in the Begin Again 

Movie. According Zainuddin (1992: 51), explains that figurative language is the use of variety of 

language that represents or describe something by choosing and arranging of the words in the 

sentence to obtain a certain effect. We can know that most of figurative language which used in 

scripts of Begin Again Movie is “Hyperbole” that has a great exaggeration used to emphasize a 

point, and is used for expressive or comic effect. For example, in script “My body's been cut in 

half!” and “T women have responded to for thousands of years” that give impossible to do by 

human being but the using figure (hyperbole) to make the script more interesting to listen. In 

determining the meaning we have to know what to say of the authors. Pateda (2001: 81) explains 

that the meaning of language is also a variety when viewed from different point of view. From 



8 

 

the researcher point of view, the meaning contained from the example above is that heaven has 

given to me. In the semantic meaning of the above can be classified into the connotative 

meaning.  

The scripts of Begin Again Movie try to tell us about human social life which contained 

about love, sadness, happiness, spirit and others. In scripts of Begin Again Movie that contain 

figurative language is helpful in understanding the story. The existence of figurative language is 

not to complicate the understanding of scripts but to simplify and to clear the understanding of 

scripts. Movie is very suitable for the English Learner who wants to improve their English skills 

in analyze scripts that contain figurative language. From the explanation above can be concluded 

that in analyze scripts besides find figurative language in scripts, we can also understand the 

meaning of story that contain figurative language, and message of the story. 

4. CLOSURE 

In this chapter the researcher will write the conclusion concern the problem statement in 

the chapter I, chapter IV which deals the analysis of figurative language used in “Begin Again” 

Movie. The researcher got sixty figurative languages from the dialogue of the movie. Finally, the 

researcher would like to draw the conclusion as follows: First, there are eleven (11) figurative 

language used in  Journey 2: The “Begin Again” movie: Simile, Metaphor, Personification, 

Metonymy, Symbol, Synecdoche, Paradox, Hyperbole, Oxymoron, Litotes, and Irony; Second, 

the elements literary and types of figurative language, the researcher finds out the function of 

figurative language such as emotional communication. It shows what the character’s feeling such 

as happiness, sad, love and another. It also describes the positive characters in this movie. The 

script of “Begin Again” movie try to tell us about human social life which contained about love, 

sadness, happiness, spirit and others. In the “Begin Again” movie selected scripts that contain 

figurative language is helpful in understanding the story. 

 

In addition, the researcher gives some suggestion as follows:  For viewers, the researcher 

assumes that most of people in the world like watching movie. It is beneficial as an 

entertainment, besides we can get much information and knowledge. The researcher hopes that 

the viewers can take the positive, ignored the negative side and imply in their life.  
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 For the language learner, figurative language is a part of literature. It is not only getting 

by reading a book, but we also get it by watching movie. The researcher suggests that movie 

could be an interesting media for study figurative language. 

 For the students, the student should be open mind that English is very important. 

Moreover, study about figurative language that usually used in movie, song, poem, etc. The 

using figurative languages is to make the movie, song, poem or our daily speaking more 

interesting not only in listening but also in reading and writing.   

 For the teacher, related to the contribution to the English teacher, it is hoped that this 

study can be a complement for other literary studies especially about figurative languages, when 

teaching listening, writing and reading. 

 For the next researcher, the writer has some suggestions related to the subject of research 

for the next researcher, because my research study is actually still far from being perfect, so it 

can be continued. Moreover, the researcher has to master in English being doing the research to 

get more advantages research. In addition, the result of the study can give contribution to others 

and give advantages to all people that they have intention to learn about live through work of art.   
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