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INTERRELIGIOUS FRIENDSHIP REFLECTED IN JOHN GREEN’S AN 

ABUNDANCE OF KATHERINES (2006): A SOCIOLOGICAL APPROACH 

Abstract 

This study explains interreligious friendship in An Abundance of Katherines novel. 

This study clarifies the indicators of interreligious friendship. This study also shows 

how interreligious friendship is depicted in the novel, and shows the reason of John 

Green why he took interreligious friendship in the novel. This research is qualitative 

research. This research was analyzed by using sociological approach. The primary 

data source was taken from An Abundance of Katherines novel by John Green. The 

secondary data source was other source that related to the primary data. The result of 

the study showed the following conclusions. First, there were four indicators of 

interreligious friendship such as shared identity, ethical obligation, mutual trust, and 

generosity. Second, interreligious friendship was depicted in the novel through 

character and characterization and through events. Third, the reason why John Green 

raised interreligious friendship in his novel was reflect as well as to criticize the 

social society in that era.  

Keywords: an abundance of katherines, interreligious friendship, sociology 

 

Abstrak 

Penelitan ini menjelaskan pertemanan antar agama pada novel An Abundance of 

Katherines. Penelitian ini menjelaskan indikator dari pertemanan antar agama. 

Penelitian ini juga menunjukkan bagaimana pertemanan antar agama tergambarkan 

pada novel, dan untuk menunjukkan alasan John Green mengapa dia mengambil 

pertemanan antar agama di novel. Penelitian ini adalah penelitian kualitatif.  

Penelitian ini dianalisis menggunakan pendekatan sosiologi. Sumber data utama 

yaitu dari novel An Abundance of Katherines oleh John Green. Sumber data kedua 

yaitu dari sumber lain yang berkaitan dengan data utama. Hasil dari penelitian ini 

memberikan kesimpulan. Pertama, ada empat indikator dari pertemanan antar agama 

seperti identitas bersama, kewajiban beretika, saling percaya, dan murah hati. Kedua, 

pertemanan antar agama tergambarkan pada novel melalui karakter dan perwatakan, 

dan melalui peristiwa. Ketiga, alasan mengapa John Green mengangkat pertemanan 

antar agama pada novelnya yaitu untuk refleksi sekaligus kritik sosial masyarakat 

pada masa itu. 
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Kata Kunci: an abundance of katherines, pertemanan antar agama, sosiologi 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

This study is about interreligious friendship in An Abundance of Katherines 

novel by John Green. Before the researcher writes the research paper, there were 

some studies that used An Abundance of Katherines novel as primary source and 

used different issues to analyze this novel. They are the study of Collin Singleton’s 

Obsession to make a Theorem in Order to Persue A Happy Relationship in John 

Green’s Novel An Abundance of Katherines (Ba’iq, 2015) and the research of The 

Types of responses to The Question Uses by Collin in John Green Novel, An 

Abundance of Katherines (Selly, 2015). 

An Abundance of Katherines novel by John Green was written in 2006. It tells 

about someone who was broken heart because of his ex girlfriends, and he had a best 

friend who was very kind. His friend invited him to take a vacation so he could 

forget all things that hurt him. In the novel, it illustrated the many interactions 

between them and how close the friendship between them, although they had 

different beliefs. One of them is Moslem and another one is a half of Jew. They also 

respected each other. Many issues are raised in the novel, but there were not many 

researchers who analyzed friendship that is told in the novel. 

In the novel, the researcher clarifies interreligious friendship. The subject 

focuses on the friendship between Collin and Hassan. The researcher shows the 

indicators of interreligious friendship in the novel, shows interreligious friendship 

depicted in the novel, and shows the reason of John Green took interreligious 

friendship in the novel. To analyze this research, the researcher uses sociological 

approach. Sociology is study about human interaction in society. Sociology and 

literature has equally discuss about human social life and their process of social 

change (Swingewood and Laurenson, 1972: 12). As the social document, literary 

work is a picture of reflection of human in society (Wellek and Warren, 1949: 98). It 

can be seen in the novel by John Green entitled An Abundance of Katherines. This 

novel was published in 2006. The novel shows the condition of American society in 

that time. 
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2. METHOD 

This study was a descriptive qualitative research. Berg and Lune (2012: 3) 

stated that descriptive qualitative data “refers to the meanings, concepts, definitions, 

characteristics, metaphors, symbols, and descriptions of things”. The object of the 

research was An Abundance of Katherines novel by John Green. The type of the 

research was library research. The type of the data source was primary data source 

and secondary data source. In conducting the research, the researcher used the 

technique of collecting data, as follows: (a) reading An Abundance of Katherines 

novel carefully, (b) browsing the internet to get information of articles related the 

object of the study, (c) selecting the important of data by underlining words and 

sentences which was support the issue and theory of the study, (d) making a note that 

was used for both primary and secondary data, (e) identifying the problem and 

finding the data, (f) making a conclusion and suggestion. 

3. FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

3.1. The Indicators of Interreligious Friendship 

3.1.1. Shared Identity 

Shared identity is when someone has many defining 

characteristics and qualities, and then he or she has the same 

characteristic with the other person. While Rambachan (2012: 107) 

stated that shared identity means a loyalty to a person, doctrine, or 

certain rituals. It can open up the possibility of sharing the suffering 

and joys of others. Shared identities that were found in the novel such 

as being male, being student, coming from Chicago, being foreign.  

In the novel, there were two characters named Collin and Hassan. 

They were males, they came from Chicago, and they were syudents in 

Kalman School. They became foreigners  when they wemt to 

Tennessee. 

3.1.2. Ethical Obligation 
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Rambachan (2012: 110) argued that ethic of inter-religious 

friendship is one gesture to save the relationship of relativism. This 

means that the friendship between religions does not require a person 

to eliminate religious values as the norm in decision-making. In the 

novel ethical obligation was showed through politeness, helping, 

forgiving, and possitive thinking about others. 

In the novel, politeness was showed when they wanted to go to 

travel and Hassan hoped his parents will allow him. Collin gave the 

idea to Hassan to lie to Hassan parent but Hassan refused and said that 

we should not lie to our mother. Help in the novel was showed when 

Hassan was having asthma attack then Collin tried to stand and 

againts his tiredness to come to Hassan and tried to help by calling  

911 operator. Forgiving in the novel could be seen when Hassan 

apologized for not helping Collin when he fell and bleed. Possitive 

thinking about others was showed when Hassan thought that Hollis 

loved him and Collin was a genius. He said that because Hollis had 

offered them a job with a salary of five hundred dollars per week. 

3.1.3. Mutual Trust 

Rambachan (2012: 107) argued that friendship between 

religions must be mutual trust and it does not include suspicions about 

the motivations of others. In the novel, mutual trust was showed 

through shared joys and suffering. 

Sharing the suffering came from Collin that was abandoned by a 

woman named Katherine. He told all the feeling to his friend, Hassan. 

Sharing the joys was found in the novel when Hassan told his 

happines. Hassan told Collin that he had kissed Katrina. 

3.1.4. Generosity 

Generosity is giving and receiving. Inter-religious friendship 

cannot grow and develop if one of them is selfish. Generosity in 

giving must be equipped with humility and openness to accept 

(Rambachan 2012: 112). Generosity in the novel was found when 
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Hassan cooked for Collin. Hassan cooked eggs for Collin, then Collin 

was looked for a plate and started eating Hassan's eggs. Then Collin 

praised Hassan's cooking. 

3.2. How Interreligious Friendship Depicted in An Abundance of Katherines 

novel 

3.2.1. Through Characters and Characterization 

3.2.1.1. Characters having different background 

Interreligious friendship in the novel was showed by 

characters of Collin Singleton and Hassan Harbish. They had 

different background. The first was from Collin. He was a 

child prodigy and genius and he is Jewish. 

3.2.1.2. Character needing company 

Character of Collin needs a company because in the novel, 

Collin had difficulty in making friend. It told that Collin’s 

sociological was never all that well. He and his friends could 

not get along like the others. They did not enjoy their 

activities. It seems that Collin always pretended to be a robot 

in front of his classmates. 

3.2.2. Events  

3.2.2.1. Bullying 

The event that showed interreligious friendship was when 

Collin got bullying from his friends in calculus class and 

Hassan was his classmatte. It was started when Collin was in 

the class and suddenly raised his hand to ask for permission to 

go to bathroom. He said to his teacher that he had an eyelash 

in his pupillary sphincter. Hearing the term he said, the whole 

class instantly laughed at Collin. After class ended, Hassan 

came to Collin and told that he should not talk about 

sphincters in the calculus class because it was inappropriate. 

Then they became friends. 

3.2.2.2. Travelling 
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The event of travelling in the novel is was showed when 

Collin and Hassan arrived in Kentucky and they wanted to 

see World’s Largest Wooden Crucifix. They decided to travel 

in order to cheer up Collin that had been broken heart. When 

they arrived in Kentucky, they stopped at the World’s 

LargestWooden Crucifix. It was also seen that Hassan was 

very enthusiastic about visiting the place. Because they only 

traveled and there was no definite purpose, so they decided to 

stop by there for a while. 

3.2.2.3. Beating 

The beating happened when Collin and Hassan told 

about infidelity between TOC and Katrina. Collin and Hassan 

jointly attacked TOC. Hassan slammed his body into TOC's 

belly and Collin was intent on hitting the TOC's head. And in 

the end TOC beat them both by hitting Collin's jaw and 

striking Hassan's leg. Although they were not knights, at least 

they helped each other against TOC. 

3.2.2.4. Hunting  

Hunting in the novel was showed when Collin and 

Hassan was invited to hunti pigs. Collin and Hassan were in 

the woods to hunt pigs. They were bored with the hunt. Then 

Hassan made a recording about their hunting. After that 

Hassan laid his body on a fallen tree while waiting for the pig 

to pass. 

 

3.3. The Reason Why Interreligious Friendship Adressed in An Abundance 

of Katherines 

On John Green's website, he explained the reason why he took a 

Muslim character in his novel.He argued that being part of a religious 

tradition, for a lot of religious people is the ultimate and most important 

identity for them. Most Muslims that he knows understand the rules of 
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religion, so the level of religiousness among Muslims is almost the same. But 

in American fiction, he sees very little about it and Muslims are defined by 

their Muslim uniqueness.  

So he wants Hassan as an ordinary American man who happens to be 

a Muslim and  place him in a small town in the South. He is in a 

neighborhood of intolerant people that have the diferences with him 

especially in religion. Based on the author's experience, many people are 

suspicious toward other that different from them, but when they meet and 

interact with such people, they can create a new opinion that the people are 

not as bad as they imagined before. 

Intolerance towards people who are considered as the different people 

is the result of the author's experience and this also happens in America in the 

21st century. In that cenntury there were events that were shocking the world, 

especially America. Two planes were hacked and were crashed into the 

World Trade Center's in New York. One plane hit the Pentagon and the other 

fell in the countryside of Pennylvania. American people accused the 

Muslimperson namely Ossama as the person who commanded to hack those 

planes. 

As a result of this event, many pros and cons between Muslims and 

Non Muslims. Most Muslims considered this action as a jihad and regarded 

Osama as the hero who was capable of determining America's establishment. 

On the other hand discrimination against citizens of Arab-American descents 

increases. There have been hundreds of incidents, such as murder, attack 

against people who possess Arabic characteristics. 

 

3.4. DISCUSSION 

John Green reflected his social criticism in the novel about 

interreligious friendship issue. The result of the study support the theory of 

Anantanand Rambachan about interreligious friendship that is indicated by 

four factors, namely: shared identity, ethical obligation, mutual trust, and 

generosity. From the analysis, shared identity is when someone has many 
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defining characteristics and qualities, and then he or she has the same 

characteristic with the other person. In the novel, shared identity was showed 

through being male, being foreign, being students, coming from Chicago. 

Ethical obligation was showed through politeness, helping, forgiving, and 

possitive thinking about others. Mutual trust was showed through sharing the 

suffering when Collin and Hassan shared their tears to each other and sharing 

joys when they feel happy. Generosity was showed when Hassan cooked for 

Collin and Collin praised Hassan’s cooking. 

Interreligious friendship is depicted in the novel through characters 

and characterization. It was shown through characters of Collin and Hassan 

who had different backgrounds, Collin is Jewish and Hassan is Muslim. Then  

character of Collin who needed a company. Because Collin’s sociological 

was never well and he could not get along with his friend in the school.  

Interreligious friendship is depicted through event. In the novel, some 

events were found such as bullying and travelling. Bullying was started when 

Collin was bullied by his friends in the calculus class and Hassan came and 

told Collin antil they became friends. Travelling was started when Collin and 

Hassan arrived in Kentucky and see World’s Largest Wooden Crucifix. The 

third is beating when Collin and Hassan jointly to attacked TOC, and the last 

is hunting when Colin and Hassan was invited to hunting pigs in the forest. 

The reason why John Green adressed the interreligious friendship in 

the novel was because he wanted to write character to counter Collin. He 

wrote a Muslim character who was thoughful and religious but not very 

religious. He also studied about Islam and had many Muslim friends in his 

school. So he wanted to write Hassan as an ordinary American man and 

placed him in a small town whose neighborhood had many intolerant peple 

who had differences especially in religion.  

In the other hand, this novel shows the close relationship between 

novel and social reality. This novel is a form of reflection as well as criticism 

of the author on social society at that time. In the 21 st century, social life in 

America has problems especially about interreligious relationship. In that 
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time it described the condition of Muslims in America after the bomb attack 

that destroyed the WTC at eptember 11, 2001. America exploited this 

situation to blame muslim as terrorists. It make the relation between the West 

country and Muslim country complicated. It has caused Muslims in America 

to receive unfair treatment from the government and local residents. 

The impact of the event make Muslims in the United States afraid. So 

there is a discrimination between people who are characterized as Muslims. It 

is included murder, physical assault, arson, vandalism of places of worship 

and other property damage, death threats, and public harassment. Most of the 

incidents occurred in the first months after September 11, with violence 

plummeting in December. 

(https://www.hrw.org/reports/2002/usahate/usa1102-04.htm ) 

From the incident, it can be concluded that the existence of hate crime 

casesagainst American society from time to time increases. It affect John 

Green to respond by writting the novel that tells about interreligious 

friendship. He also want to say that not  not all Muslims are evil and religious 

differences are part natural from an society like America. From these data, it 

can be concluded that there is a close relationship between this novel and the 

event. This novel is response of John Green to the social life  in America so it 

implicitly seems to say that do not prejudice against people who are different 

from us before we  know them more closely. 

Based on the theory of sociology of literature, sociology and literature 

has equally discussed about human social life and their process of social 

change (Swingewood and Laurenson, 1972: 12). As the social document, 

literary work is a picture of reflection of human in society (Wellek and 

Warren, 1949: 98). It can be seen in the novel by John Green entitled An 

Abundance of Katherines. This novel was published in 2006. The novel show 

the condition of American society in that time. 
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4. CONCLUSION 

Based on analyzis in the previous chapter, the researcher will make 

conclusions. Firstly, there are four indicators of interreligious friendship namely 

shared identity, ethical obligation, mutual trust, and generosity. Shared identity 

is a afiliation of a group of people involves a common social relationship. 

Shared identity is when someone has many defining characteristics and qualities, 

and then he or she has the same characteristic with the other person. So when 

two people have the same characteristics, it is called asshared identity. The 

second indicator is ethical obligation. Ethical obligation is a good or bad 

behavior of person  to the others. It is a gesture to save the relationship with 

other people. The other indicator is mutual trust. It can open up the possibility of 

sharing the sadness and sharing the happiness. The last indicator is generosity. 

Generosity is giving ang receiving. Generosity in giving must be humble.  

Secondly, the issue of interreligious friendship is depicted in the novel 

through characters and characterization, and through events. Through character 

and characterization, it is illustrated by characters having different background 

and character needing company. Through events, it is showed by the picture 

events of interreligious friendship.  

Thirdly, interreligious friendship was adressed in the novel because at the 

time, social life in America had problems especially about interreligious 

relationship. John Green wanted to make a character who was faithful and 

thoughtful about the religiousity but not very religious. He placed the characters 

in a small town whose neighborhood was inhabited by intolerant people who had  

differences, especially in religion. It was also John Green’s response John Green 

to the social life in America so it implicitly seems to say that do not prejudice 

against people who are different from us before we know them well. 
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