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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Code of Chivalry is a moral system that introduces the concept of 

modesty. Knight is a famous warrior class in Medieval times. Knight uses the 

code of ethics called Code of Chivalry. At that time believed to be the code of 

chivalry as a ethics code of moral, spiritual, social and shows the character of 

a warrior. Knight has ideal characteristics are strength, courage, honesty, 

loyalty, generosity, and devotion. Code of Chivalry is an important part of 

society and the lives of those who espoused the middle ages. In medieval 

times, chivalry synonymous with dedication and service but very different 

from the modern era. Knight code of ethics has now evolved into a very 

broad. Currently code of chivalry is adhered in human nature. 

In life, human beings can not be separated from social status. As 

human beings we must take responsibility for our lives. We must be aware 

and pay attention to how many points of view and in terms of human reality. 

Human life must be ethical and moral. According to Franz Magnis Suseno 

(1989, p. 15) states, "Every person needs to morality, but not everyone needs 

ethical". But keep in mind that modern day code of ethics is indispensable in 

everyday life. For example, when we tell the truth, respect for others or 

defend the truth, and others. Moral ethics in public life should be used as a 

form of consciousness based on the responsibility. People must have the 

responsibility for what has become the choice. 

When we talk about code of chivalry, this issue has been discussed in 

sociology science. The code of chivalry described in Hunger novel. The 

novel tells about the story of a author experience of poverty but has a passion 

to fulfill its entrails. But he does not forget the people with the same 

experience, even he is willing to pawn the items it has for the people around 

him that if needed his help. The story is so very dramatic life up and down. 

Sometimes he was desperate and sunk, but when he entered the new part of 
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the hope that was coming. He was struggling to maintain life as a writer. He 

was willing to sacrifice her dignity even against the principle and morality. 

Code of chivalry became the author's attention in the literary world, 

one of which is Knut Hamsun. Knut Hamsun is the author of Norway, his 

works are well known to deliver it as a prominent writer. He was awarded the 

Nobel literature in 1920 in his work entitled "Growth of the Soil". He was the 

starter currents of modern European and world literature. Her works other 

famous Pan, Editor Lynge, Victoria, and Mysteries. Knut Hamsun as an 

author describes about the code of chivalry in Hunger novel. 

All the literary works of Knut Hamsun, one such novel Hunger is a 

novel that shows about the Code of Chivalry and struggles of life. This novel 

tells the story of the struggle of a young writer who attempted to write to earn 

money for his survival. He sacrificed much to others but do not care about his 

own condition. As explained by the Duke of Burgundy in the 14th century, he 

uses words that describe the virtues that must be shown in the Knights Code 

of Chivalry include, wisdom, modesty, courage, honesty, sacrifice, 

generosity, faith, loyalty, trust, hope, honor, modesty, charity, justice, and 

others. Chivalry authors find code that is in this novel. One of them sacrifice 

the existing evidence in this novel when the author was willing to pawn his 

waiscoat for the sake of helping others in need of food and money even 

though he himself was hungry. Another example is when he is telling the 

truth to a shop assistant was wrong to give money in large enough quantities 

to him but instead he gave it to vendor cake on the streets. He felt that the 

happiest thing is when suffering as truthful. 

There are several reasons why the researcher is interested in 

researching this novel. First, the story shows the struggle of life of a writer. 

Struggling and never give up with his condition. In the position was so poor 

he was willing to sacrifice for others even though he himself was not able to. 

Second, theresearcher are interested in the principles and morality which he 

held in his grasp. He remained on the conviction that he was able to get 

money from the 10 krone he wrote. Third reason that there is a moral in this 
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novel. Many moral message that can be applied in the environment around 

us. So this novel tells the reader that there is a warrior soul in man and as 

difficult as any circumstances that we are experiencing, don’t give up. 

Grateful for what we have because a lot of the environment around us who 

need our help. 

From the illustration above, the researcher are interested to analyze 

the novel using literary sociology, entitled "Code of Chivalry in Knut 

Hamsun's novel Hunger (1921): A Sociological Analysis". 

 

B. Problem Statement 

Considering the background of the study, the main problem in this 

research is how Knut Hamsun describes the code of chivalry through Hunger 

novel. Based on the problem statement, the writer formulates the research 

question are as follows: 

1. What are the indicators of code of chivalry in the novel? 

2. How is the code of chivalry depicted in the novel? 

3. Why did Knut Hamsun address code of chivalry in his novel? 

 

C. Objectives of the Study 

Conducting the research, the writer formulates the objectives of the 

study as follows: 

1. To identify the indicators of code of chivalry in the novel Hunger. 

2. To describe how the code of chivalry depicted in the novel 

Hunger. 

3. To reveal why the author addresses code of chivalry in the novel 

Hunger. 

 

D. Limitation of the Study 

The researcher focuses this research in analyzing code of chivalry in 

Knut Hamsun’s Hunger novel (1921) on Sociological Analysis. 
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E. Benefit of the Study 

The result is conducted in order to have benefits as follows: 

1. Theoretical Benefit 

The result of this study is expected to be able to give information, 

benefits, and contribution of knowledge to the academic reference. It can 

be also as a reference for other researchers who want to conduct further 

research and particularly the literary study in Knut Hamsun’s Hunger 

novel. 

2. Practical Benefit 

The writer expects that this research will give deeper understanding in 

literary field as references to other researchers especially for English 

Department students to understand howanalyzedHunger  novel by using 

sociological analysis. 

 

F. Paper Organization 

The research paper of “Code of Chivalry in Knut Hamsun’s Hunger 

novel (1921): A Sociological Analysis” is divided in five chapters. Chapter 

one is Introduction that consists of Background of the Study, Problem 

Statement, Benefit of the Study, and Paper Organization. Chapter two is  

Literature Review that consists of Previous Study, and Underlying Theory 

(Notion of Sociology of Literature, Basic Principle of Sociology of 

Literature, and Notion of Code of Chivalry). Chapter three is Research 

Method, that consists of Object of the Research, Types of the Data and Data 

Source, Technique of Data Collection, and Technique of Data Analysis. 

Chapter four is Sociological Analysis of Knut Hamsun’s Hunger novel. 

Chapter five is Conclusion and Suggestion. 


