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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Study 

Language is a means of communication used by people to communicate 

with each other in their life. According to Gordon (1986: ix), “language is a 

window on the mind.” It plays an important role in many aspects in society 

where it is used. The function for which a language is used in society affects 

the status of the language itself. In society, language can play a role as the 

official, national, educational, religious, and group language. One of the 

languages commonly used by people in the world to communicate with many 

people from different countries is English. 

Since English is very important to communicate, Indonesian government 

adopt the language as a foreign language. It is taught to students in schools 

starting from elementary level. Because English is a foreign language, it is not 

easy for English teachers to teach it. It needs such a method that makes it easy 

for teachers to master it. Especially for teenagers, English language is the first 

foreign language to be learned. In this case, there are four skills which should 

be learned by the students, namely listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  

Of the four skills in the mastering English, speaking is the most 

important one. There are four aspects involved in speaking; namely 

pronunciation, vocabulary, grammar, and fluency. According to Fauziati (2008: 

121) mastering the art of speaking is the single most important aspect of 
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learning a second or foreign language, and the success in measuring in terms of 

the ability to carry out a conversation in the language.  

Pronunciation is one of the crucial aspects taught to students of 

vocational high school in learning English. Students in vocational school must 

have capability to pronounce English fluently because they have two ways 

after finishing their study; working or pursuing higher degree. Good 

pronunciation becomes the basis for students to be able to speak English well.  

Pronunciation is the way a word or language is usually spoken, the 

manner in which someone utters a word. In line with the definition, Hornby 

(1995:5) stated that pronunciation is the way in which a language is spoken, the 

way in which a word is pronounced, the way a person speaks the words of a 

language. It can be inferred from the definition that pronunciation is the way 

person utters a word or a language.  

In the context of English teaching and learning, the goal of teaching 

pronunciation to students of SMK Muhammadiyah 1 Purbalingga is to make 

them pronounce the word like native speaker of English. Teaching 

pronunciation became one of the most important aspects of creating students 

who are proficient in the language. Not only that, they soon will faced with in 

the working world that prioritizes pronunciation which good and right for the 

creation of unified communications. In the implementation, pronunciation is 

taught in the process of teaching speaking. 

SMK Muhammadiyah 1 Purbalingga is one of the best vocational schools 

in this region. This school has many departments; accounting, secretary 
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administration, automotive and technique of computer department. Vocational 

school should be an example for other schools. The target of teaching and 

learning English in this school is to enable students communicate the language.  

The headmaster in this school said that vocational high school should be 

an example for different schools in this region. Although mastering secondary 

language (English language) is difficult, he believes that vocational school, 

students can compete with upper secondary school to have the students able to 

use this language to communicate.   

In order to teach the students to pronounce the words correctly, the 

teachers in the school have implemented various teaching techniques. In this 

case, pronunciation is not taught separately from speaking. The teachers also 

have made use of various materials. However, it seems that the students still 

get difficulties in mastering the pronunciation.  

Based the data, the teacher used some techniques to teaching 

pronunciation in the classroom. They are minimal pairs, conversation practice, 

discussion, role play, and playing cards. Although, the techniques used was to 

learn in speaking skill, however the teacher also involved teaching 

pronunciation in the learning process. 

In this case, the researcher intends to identify the techniques used by the 

teacher in teaching pronunciation. The result as the observation will be 

valuable for the teachers to reflect themselves and improve the quality of the 

teaching.  
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B. Scope of the Study 

To avoid misunderstanding the researcher would like to limit the 

problems in the student of SMK Muhammadiyah 1 Purbalingga in 2015/2016 

academic year, especially in the process of pronunciation learning and teaching 

activities. 

C. Problem Statement 

The problems of the research can be stated as follows: 

1. What are the techniques applied by the teacher to teach pronunciation in 

SMK Muhammadiyah 1 Purbalingga? 

2. How is the procedure of the teaching techniques applied by the teachers in 

teaching pronunciation in SMK Muhammadiyah 1 Purbalingga? 

D. Objective of the Study 

The objectives of the study are to: 

1. identify techniques of teaching pronunciation to the students of SMK 

Muhammadiyah 1 Purbalingga. 

2. describe the procedures of the teaching techniques applied by the teachers 

in teaching pronunciation in SMK Muhammadiyah 1 Purbalingga, 

E. Significance of the Study 

The results of the study are expected to be able to give the following 

significance: 

1. Practical Significance 

a. For English Teacher 
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The results of the study are expected to be used as the reflection of the 

teacher in teaching pronunciation for vocational learners. 

b. For the Readers  

It is expected that the study will be useful for readers to enlarge their 

knowledge in increasing their pronunciation in daily activities. 

2. Theoretical Significance 

For other researchers, it is expected that the research can increase the data 

about teaching pronunciation, and they can compare the data for others.   

F. Research Paper Organization 

Research paper organization is arranged in order to make the reader 

easier in understanding the research paper. This research paper is divided into 

five chapters as follows: 

Chapter I is introduction that consists of background of the study, scope 

of the study, problem of the statement, objective of the study, significance of 

the study, and research paper organization. 

Chapter II consists of the previous research and theoretical review 

including the standard basic of speaking materials for vocational high school, 

the pronunciation materials, teaching speaking, teaching pronunciation, and 

English pronunciation. 

Chapter III is research method, which deals with type of the research, 

object of the study, type of data sources, method of collecting data and 

technique for analyzing data. 
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Chapter IV deals with the data analysis and discussion. It consists of data 

analysis and discussion of the finding. In this place, the writer presents the 

evaluation of pronunciation techniques of English by the teacher in vocational 

high school and the result of data analysis. 

Chapter V is the last chapter that consists of conclusion and suggestion.  

  




