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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

There are some humans’ characteristics, such as need to be respected, 

to have self esteem, and to respect others. People need to engage themselves to 

gain recognition. Besides people have an activity or activities that give the 

person a sense of contribution, feeling of acceptance and self value. 

Imbalances at this level can result in low self esteem or inferiority complexes. 

People with low self esteem need to be respected by the others. They may seek 

fame or glory, which again depends on others. It may be noted, however, that 

many people with low self esteem will not be able to improve their view of 

themselves simply by receiving fame, respect, and glory externally, but they 

must first accept themselves internally. Human beings also have many ways to 

express their wants, needs, and even ideologies. 

The human characteristics are interesting to identify, with all of their 

unique. As God’s creature, there is no perfect body in the world. This is 

showed in the reality of contrast that human is born with the unpredictable 

condition and destiny, culture and religion, physically and unphysical, 

individual and social (Hawasi 2003:1). When people know about the condition 

which they can change, they will find perfection everywhere. In addition, the 

lives, purposes, destinies, will be the basic question at the problem statement 

in this research.  

1 
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To answer the question, somebody sometimes does everything that he 

assumes correct to do, for examples: hobbies, talents, jobs, educations, and 

religions, because he will be respected by the others if he does something. By 

doing something he knows about life destiny, and he can express his feeling in 

life. Finally, he will exist as a human being in the world.  The example of 

expression is writing lyrics in the song.  

Based on Maniago in www.abcarticledirectory.com, the writer can call 

song lyrics as poetry, because song lyric can be heard or read as poem, that 

refers to a usually short poem that expresses personal feeling, which may or 

may not be set to music. The other hand, song lyric is the expression of one 

person who tells his or her feeling by writing some poetries and seting to the 

music.   

Furthermore, music can be also explained as some organizations of 

sound and sound produced by non human agents, such as waterfalls, birds or 

sounds of something, are often described as music. People touch the music 

with any words whatever to present some meaning, which could be named 

lyrics or song. The meaning that they are expressed in poetry includes their 

body which can be expressed with their mind, their feelings, their senses, their 

will, and their metabolism. Music is a communicative activity which conveys 

the listener moods. There are such kinds of expressions which can be reflected 

in music, such as: emotion, thought, impression, or philosophical, sexual, or 

political concept or position, God and Religion, Love of the composer. They 

get inspiration from them. 
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Poem lyrics can express feeling, soul, and performance. They can 

perform to the audiences and the others. Here, the author as the creator of the 

song’s lyrics has power to show his or her work to every one. Its condition 

makes the creator exist in the world. In this case, the writer can say that it is 

existentialism. In sense of the words, there is a doctrine that does render 

human life possible. A doctrine also affirms that every truth and every action 

implies both an environment and a human subjectivity. Because in the last 

century, music is developed with many types and genre like pop, rock, punk, 

blues, jazz, etc. This also makes the listeners build in some communities. 

Especially for punk, those also make the community. In 

www.wikipedia.org/wiki/punk_rock columnone.com, it is stated that Punk is a 

rock music genre that developed between 1974 and 1976 in the United States, 

the United Kingdom, and Australia. Punk, a centuries-old word of obscure 

etymology, was commonly used to describe a young male hustler, a gangster, 

a hoodlum, or a ruffian. They decelerated the freedom from much system like 

life, governments, politics, and socials. Punk, then, develops as a disappointed 

of low class musician  to the music industrial that at the time was dominated 

by high class rock musician, like  The Beatles, Rolling Stone, and Elvis 

Presley. Punk musicians do not play the rock tune with the high technique or 

love song that so melodramatic. Punk is more resembling like protestors 

demonstrate to the world brutal. Punk song lyrics tell about the author 

frustration, bore to share with the law, low education, poor people, 

unemployed person, government and figure of authority. 
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Punk music has more than one type. It  transforms to be some type like 

New wave, Post punk, Hardcore,  Oi, Anarcho punk, Pop punk, Punk rock. 

The Legacy and later developments of punk are Alternative rock, Melodic, 

Emo, Queercore and riot grrrl. What ever, they are all types still bring the 

nature of punk, even they have their own ideology of their genre. 

One of them is Emo. Emo is a genre of music that was originated from 

hardcore punk  early on 1980s. The term Emo is described as a subgenre of 

hardcore punk which stems from Washington, D.C. The music scene is 

adopted from pop punk which influences later on the 2000s when it becomes 

popular. It comes to describe several variations of music with common roots 

and associated both fashion and stereotypes. In later years, the term Emocore, 

short for emotional hardcore, was also used to describe the emotional 

performances of bands in Washington, D.C. Emocore uses of the term Emo 

expanded beyond the musical genre, which is added to the confusion 

surrounding the term. The word Emo is associated with open displays of 

strong emotion. Common fashion styles and attitudes that were became 

idiomatic of fans of similar Emo bands also began to be referred to as Emo. As 

a result, bands that were loosely associated with Emo trends or simply 

demonstrated emotion began to be referred to as Emo. 

My Chemical Romance is example of Emo Punkers band which have 

performed from New Jersey with a hit album and killer music videos 

(www.wikipedia.org/wiki/punk_rock#columnone.com). This band always 

shows the protest about dead, destiny, hopeless, black side of human, in the 
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album. In every time, the personnel of this band always performs his own 

identity. There are many unique characteristics that make their performance 

look great and special. First, the themes that they have are somewhat 

unhealthy obsession with all things spooky and gothic. Second, they wear the 

unique costumes like cemetery ceremony. My Chemical Romance band 

always give the best creatures in Emo world music. The albums are bursting 

full of overblown rock classics with each guitar riff and vocal multitracked to 

an opera sized epic and exclusive screaming by the vocalist, Gerard Way. 

In addition, Way is a leader in the band who arranged the music. Most 

of his creations are expressed in the lyrics of My Chemical Romance songs. 

Way sees lyrics as a way to tell a story, and usually loves dark stuff, anything 

twisted, weird, and a little evil. For Way, Music turns out to be an effective 

means to deal with his long time battle against depression, alcoholism, and 

prescription drug abuse, leading to the creation of deeply personal songs. 

Besides Way has his own theory about death. He thinks that when someone 

dies, death comes to them as one of their favorite memories of their lives.  

My Chemical Romance had released the albums since five years ago. 

The first album was called I Brought You My Bullets, You Brought Me Your 

Love was released on 2002. The contents of  this album are Cubicles, 

Demotion Lovers, Drowning Lessons, Early Sunsets Over Monroeville, 

Headfirst for Halos, Honey This Mirror Isn’t Big enough for The two of Us, 

Our lady of Sorrows, Sky Lines and Turn Stiles, This is The Best Day Over, 

Vampires Will Never Hurt You. The second album was released on 2004 
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namely The Cheers for Sweet Revenge contains of Cemetery Drive, Give’m 

Hell Kid, Hang’m High, Helena, Iam Not Okay, It’s Not A Fashion Statement 

It’s Deathwish, Jetset Life is Gonna Kill You, Thank You for The Venom, The 

Ghost of You, To The End, You Know what They Do to Guys like us in prison. 

The name of third album is The Black Parade. This album was released on 

2006 and contains of End, Dead!, This is How I Disappear, The Sharpest 

Lives, , Welcome to The Black Parade, I Don’t Love You,  House of Wolves, 

Cancer, Mama, Sleep, Teenagers, Disenchanted, Famous Last Words. 

The Black Parade is a special album. All of the songs are continuous, 

like a story on the novel. The songs are telling about a story of a man who dies 

at a tragically young age by the cancer and death comes to him as a parade 

because his fondest memory is going to a parade with his father when he was 

young. The parade is called the black parade because it represents the death. 

Here, Gerard imagines the hopeless and wants to finish the live alone. From 

this case, the writer decided to conduct a research entitled “QUEST FOR LIFE 

MEANING IN GERARD WAY’S SONG LYRICS ON THE BLACK 

PARADE ALBUM: AN EXISTENTIALISM APPROACH “. 

 

B. Previous Study 

As the writer knows, there is no research that takes The Black Parade 

album of My Chemical Romance band as the object of the research. There are 

other researches that take similar approach, for examples: “Quest for Meaning 

of Existence in Joseph Conrad’s Lord Jim: An Existentialist Perspective” 
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(2007) by Suswono, Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta. The second is 

entitled “The Quest for Meaning of Life in W. Somerset Mangham’s The 

Paired Veil : An Existentialism Approach” by Anissa’ Rakhmawati.  

 

C. Problem Statement 

Problem Statement is important in any research. The problem 

statement in this research is how the quest for life meaning is reflected in the 

Gerard Way’s song lyrics on The Black Parade album. 

 

D. Limitation of the Study 

In this research, the writer is going to identify the quest for meaning of 

life in the Gerard Way’s song lyrics on The Black Parade Album.   

 

E. Objective of the Study 

In this study, the writer has objectives to know the quest for life 

meaning in Gerard Way’s song lyrics on The Black Parade album. 

F. Benefit of the Study 

There are two benefits in this research, they are theoretically and 

practically: 

1. Theoretically Benefit 

The result of this research will be beneficial for other researcher 

who wants to analyze quest for meaning of life in literary work. 
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2. Practically Benefit 

By doing this research, the writer hopes that the reader will know 

about the quest for life meaning in Gerard Way’s song lyrics on The Black 

Parade album. 

 

G. Research Paper Organization 

For the guidance of the writer himself in writing the research paper or 

readers in reading the whole contents of the research paper, the writer needs to 

set up the organization of the research paper, there are: Chapter I is 

introduction, this chapter deals with the background of the study, the previous 

study, the problem statement, the objective of the study, the benefit of the 

study and research paper organization. Chapter II is underlying theory 

approach, in this chapter the writer presents the theories related in this study, it 

deals with the notion. Chapter III is structural analysis of lyric/ poetry, this 

chapter consists of the speaker, spoken to, figurative language, rhythm and 

rhyme, imagery and symbols, diction, and theme. Chapter IV is the result of 

the research, in this chapter the writer presents data analysis, the result of 

research and the answer of the problem statement from analyses and then 

discussion of the finding. Chapter V is conclusion and suggestion. It contains 

the conclusions of the research related with the result of the research and the 

suggestion related with the study. 

 


