
i 
 

SINGLE PARENTHOOD REFLECTED AT THE KITE RUNNER NOVEL  

BY KHALED HOSSEINI (2003): AN INDIVIDUAL PSYCHOLOGICAL 

APPROACH  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

RESEARCH PAPER  

 

Submitted as a Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements 

for Getting Bachelor Degree of Education 

in English Department 

 

 

 

by 

 

AJENG PRATIWI 

A320100052 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION 

MUHAMMADIYAH UNIVERSITY OF SURAKARTA 

2017 





iii 
 

 
 

 





v 
 

MOTTO 

 

 

There is a way to be good again  

(Rahim Khan, The Kite Runner Novel by KhaledHosseini) 

 

Be courage and always be kind  

(Cinderella Movie) 

 

Cause I know there’s sunshine behind that rain 

I know there’s good time behind that pain… 

(Pray by Justin Bieber) 

 

Life’s full of ups and downs,  

you just have to deal with it and keep going  

(Dory, Finding Nemo Movie) 
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ABSTRACT 

 

AJENG PRATIWI, A320100052. SINGLE PARENTHOOD REFLECTED AT 

THE KITE RUNNER NOVEL BY KHALED HOOSEINI (2003): AN 

INDIVIDUAL PSYCHOLOGICAL APPROACH. RESEARCH 

PAPER.MUHAMMADIYAH UNIVERSITY OF SURAKARTA. 2017. 

 

This research paper is proposed to analyze single parenthood problems which 

represented by character of Baba in the novel entitled The Kite Runner by using individual 

psychological approach. This research uses a qualitative research. There are two types of data 

source namely, the primary and secondary data source. The primary data source is The Kite 

Runner novel written by KhaledHosseini. The secondary data sources are the materials which 

related to this research such as dictionary, books, and websites. The technique of collecting 

data in this research are reading, determining the character will be analyzed, taking notes of 

important points, and drawing conclusion. Based on the analysis of structural elements of the 

novel and individual psychology, the researcher draws the conclusions as the following. First, 

based on the structural elements of the novel, it shows that character and characterization, 

setting, plot, point of view, theme, and style are the unity which cannot be separated because 

these have relation one and others. So, these elements make the novel be interesting to be 

read. Second, based on the analysis of individual psychology, the author represents about the 

life of single parenthood. It shows some challenges which faced by a single parent such as 

economic problem, social problem, and personal restraint. 

 

Keywords:  Single Parenthood, Challenges of Single Parenthood, Individual Psychological 

Approach      
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ABSTRAK 

 

AJENG PRATIWI, A320100052. SINGLE PARENTHOOD REFLECTED AT 

THE KITE RUNNER NOVEL BY KHALED HOOSEINI (2003): AN 

INDIVIDUAL PSYCHOLOGICAL APPROACH. RESEARCH 

PAPER.MUHAMMADIYAH UNIVERSITY OF SURAKARTA. 2017. 

 

Penelitian ini diusulkan untuk menganalisis berbagai masalah orang tua tunggal 

yang diwakili oleh karakter Baba dalam novel yang berjudul The Kite Runner dengan 

menggunakan pendekatan pskiologis individu. Penelitian ini menggunakan penelitian 

kualitatif.Pada penelitian ini ada dua macam sumber data yaitu data primer dan sekunder. 

Data primer berasal dari novel The Kite Runner yang ditulis oleh Khaled Hosseini. Data 

sekunder berasal dari materi-materi yang berhubungan dengan penelitian ini seperti kamus, 

buku, dan situs web. Teknik pengumpulan data pada penelitian ini adalah dengan membaca, 

menentukan karakter yang akan dianalisis, mencatat poin-poin penting, dan menarik 

kesimpulan. Berdasarkan analisis dari elemen-elemen struktural novel dan psikologi individu, 

peneliti dapat menyimpulkan seperti berikut.Pertama, berdasarkan elemen-elemen structural 

novel, penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa karakter dan karakterisasi, seting, alur, sudut 

pandang, tema, dan gaya bahasa adalah sebuah kesatuan yang tidak dapat dipisahkan karena 

elemen-elemen tersebut mempunyai hubungan antara satudengan lainnya. Jadi, elemen-

elemen itu membuat novel ini menarik untuk dibaca.Kedua, berdasarkan analisis psikologi 

individu, penulis novel ini menunjukkan kehidupan orang tua tunggal. Pada penelitian ini 

menunjukkan beberapa tantangan yang harus dihadapi oleh orang tua tunggal seperti masalah 

ekonomi, masalah sosial, dan penahanan diri. 

 

Kata kunci: Orang Tua Tunggal, Tantangan Orang Tua Tunggal, Pendekatan Individu 

Psikologi. 
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