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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Study 

Northanger Abbey is one of well-known novel written by Jane 

Austen. It was written by Austen in 1798-1799, revised for the press in 

1803, and sold in the same year for £10 to a London bookseller, Crosby 

and co., who decided against publishing the novel. Then, it published in 

December 1817, five month after her death (Danielle, 2009). This novel 

first included in Everyman’s Library in 1906, and then published by David 

Campbell Publisher, Ltd., in 1992. The novel has 241 pages, consist of two 

volumes. Volume I consist of 15 chapters and Volume II consist of 16 

chapters. This novel is also adapted into film and TV Drama. The A&E 

Network and the BBC released the television adaptation Northanger Abbey 

in 1986. An adaptation of Northanger Abbey with director Jon Jones and 

screenplay by Andrew Davies, was shown on ITV on 25th march 2007 as 

part of their “Jane Austen Season”. This adaptation aired on PBS in the 

United States as part of the “Complete Jane Austen” on Masterpiece classic 

in January 2008 (Sukip, 2007). 

Jane Austen was born on December 16th, 1775 at Stevenson, 

Hampshire. Jane Austen was a major English novelist. The seven of eight 

children of the Reverend George Austen and his wife Cassandra, she was 

educated mainly at home and never lived apart from her family. Jane 

Austen is never married, she decides to be spinsterhood. Beside 
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Northanger Abbey, she also writes the other famous novel, such as Sense 

and Sensibility (1811), Pride and prejudice (1813), Mansfield Park (1814), 

Emma (1815), and Persuasion (1818). She died on July 18th, 1817 because 

of Addison and buried in Winchester Cathedral (Syofyan, 2009). 

Northanger Abbey is divided into two sections, Volume I and 

Volume II. Volume I begin when Catherine Morland, a 17 years old who is 

invited by the Allen’s family to go with them to Bath, a resort for wealth 

family of British society. Catherine accepts the Allen’s invitation with 

pleasure. During her life, she never lived apart from her family, so bath is 

new world for her. In Bath, she is introduced to Henry Tilney, a wealthy 

man who impresses Catherine with his wit and pleasant conversation. 

Catherine falls in love with Henry quickly. Catherine also introduced to 

Isabella Thorpe, then they are become a best friend. Isabella inducts 

Catherine into the social world of bath, with all its ball, dances, shows, 

fashions, and gossip. Isabella’s brother, John Thorpe fall in love with 

Catherine but Catherine does not like him because of his arrogant nature. 

Catherine is more interested in Henry than in John. 

Volume II begin with the invitation of Eleanor, sister of Henry, 

for Catherine to visit the Tilney home in Northanger Abbey. Catherine 

accept the invitation eagerly, delighted at the chance to visit a real abbey 

and to see more of Henry. Catherine imagines the Abbey to resemble the 

haunted ruins of the Gothic novel she loves. Her mind full of Gothic plots, 

Catherine suspects that general Tilney, the father of Henry who murders 
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his wife. General Tilney then knows that Catherine is not a rich family, he 

sends Catherine away from Northanger Abbey because he does not want 

his children getting married with middle-class family. Henry and Catherine 

decide to wait until the General Tilney gives his consent to their marriage. 

When Eleanor marries a very wealthy man, general Tilney understands 

about the nature of Morland’s financial situation, and then he gives his 

consent to the marriage of Henry and Catherine. 

This novel gets many responses from many readers. The 

response comes from Alix Wilber. He says that Northanger Abbey is the 

most explicitly literary in that it is primarily concerned with books and 

with readers. In it, Austen skewers the novelistic excesses of her day made 

popular in such 18th century Gothic potboilers as Ann Radcliffe’s The 

Mysteries of Udolpho (Wilber, 2008). Another comment comes from J. 

Scarrott from England. He considers that Northanger Abbey is a book that 

beautifully written and very easy to read, the characters are wonderful 

especially Catherine and Henry. Northanger Abbey is so different to all of 

Austen’s other novels (Scarrott, 2007). The comment also comes from J.J. 

Furmston who has different opinion with the two sources above. She says 

that the numbered endnotes are a distraction and the illustrations are 

terrible and nothing for the novel (Furmston, 2009). 

The market also interested with this novel. The sales of this 

novel from Everyman’s Library publisher is sell well since 1992. It sold 

571.225 books with the list price $19.00 per books (Ebay, 2009). This 
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novel gets honor and awards 1001 Books You Must Read Before You Die 

and Guardian 1000 (Love) Book (Andersson, 2009). 

There are three points why the writer is interested in studying 

this novel; namely character, plot, and theme. Based on character; the 

character of Catherine Morland is progressive. The first Austen’s sentence 

to describe Catherine is “No one who ever seen Catherine Morland in her 

infancy would have supposed her born to be a heroine”. Catherine is an 

ordinary girl, but later she can change her life to be a pretty girl at 17 years 

old. 

The second point of interest is based on the plot. The plot of this 

novel is using traditional plot. The plot is simple, consist of exposition, 

complication, climax, and resolution, and then the end of this story is 

happy ending. It involves a change in thought for the better in terms of the 

Catherine’s conceptions, beliefs, and attitudes. Her thought at the outset is 

somehow inadequate and naïve and is then improved. 

The third point is about the theme of this novel. This novel tells 

about tension between love and wealth. Catherine who comes from 

ordinary family loves Henry Tilney who is rich family. Henry’s father does 

not give his consent to their love because of Catherine is not come from 

rich family. Although in the end of the novel, Henry’s father agrees with 

their marriage. 
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Based on explanation above, the writer is interested in 

analyzing this novel entitled “Tension between Love and Wealth in Jane 

Austen’s Northanger Abbey: Sociological Approach.”  

 

B. Literature Review 

In analyzing this novel, the writer found another research who 

conducts the research using Northanger Abbey novel. The writer found the 

research from Irwansyah (2004), a student of Gunadarma University. His 

research entitled “Moral Value in Northanger Abbey”. In his research, he 

wants to find out the differences and the similarities of the women main 

characters Austen’s Novels which are Emma and Northanger Abbey. The 

result of the study reveals that the women main characters in two novels 

are actually same. He proves it by using psychological approach to the 

women main characters in Austen’s two novels which are Northanger 

Abbey and Emma, their characters mostly round characters and also their 

behavioral character is also most of them all dependant person (Irwansyah, 

2004). 

In this research, the writer will analyze the novel by using 

sociological approach to find the structural element, background of English 

society in the early of 19th century, and sociological analysis. 
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C. Problem Statement 

Based on the background of the research, the writer proposed a 

single problem statement. The main problem in this research is “What is 

the tension between love and wealth reflected in Jane Austen’s Northanger 

Abbey.” 

 

D. Limitation of the Study 

The writer focuses her discussion on the tension between love 

and wealth reflected in Northanger Abbey by using sociological approach. 

 

E. The Objective of the Study 

The objectives of the study are as follows: 

1. To analyze the novel based on its structural elements. 

2. To analyze the novel based on the sociological approach. 

 

F. Benefit of the Study 

The benefits of the study are stated as follows: 

1. Theoretical Benefit 

The result of the study is expected to broaden the writer’s own 

comprehension about Jane Austen’s Northanger Abbey. This study is 

also expected to contribute to the development of the larger body of 

knowledge, particularly literary studies of Jane Austen’s Northanger 

Abbey. 
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2. Practical Benefit 

The study is dedicated to the development of literary study in 

Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta, especially in English 

Department and to give deeper understanding in the literary field as the 

reference to the other researchers in analyzing this novel into different 

perspective. 

 

G. Research Method 

Dealing with research method, there are four points that need to 

be involved as follows: 

1. The Type of the Study 

The type of the study is descriptive qualitative research that 

primarily concerns on the novel Northanger Abbey by Jane Austen. 

2. The Object of the Study 

The object of the study is Jane Austen’s Northanger Abbey. 

3. Type of the Data and Data Source 

In this study there are two sources of the data namely primary 

and secondary data sources. 

a. Primary data source 

The primary data source is the novel Northanger Abbey written by 

Jane Austen, published in 1992 by David Campbell Publisher, Ltd 

at London. The main data involve the ideas, way of thinking, 
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attitudes, narration, and dialogues among the character that are 

relevant to the subject matter this research. 

b. Secondary data source 

Secondary data sources are some materials related to the data 

required such as the author’s biography, essay, comment, historical 

information, and other relevant information. 

4. Technique of the Data Collection 

The data collection technique used in the study is the library 

research, the steps are as follows: 

a. Reading the novel repeatedly to get deep understanding. 

b. Reading some related books to find out the theory, data, and 

information required. 

c. Taking note of the important parts in both primary and secondary 

data sources. 

d. Classifying the data into some categories. 

5. Technique of the Data Analyzing 

In analyzing the data, the writer employs descriptive analysis of 

the novel and finally the sociological analysis of the literary work. 

 

H. Paper Organization 

In order to make the research easier to follow the research paper 

is organized into six chapters. Chapter I is introduction, which contains the 

background of the study, literature review, problem statement, objective of 
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the study, limitation of the study, benefit of the study, research method and 

research paper organization. Chapter II presents underlying theory. It deals 

with the notion of sociology, the principle of sociology, structural 

elements, and theoretical application. Chapter III includes the social 

background with all aspect of social reality of English society in the end of 

eighteenth century. Chapter IV includes the structural analysis of the novel 

by describing character and characterization, setting, point of view, plot 

and theme of the novel and a brief discussion. Chapter V presents 

sociological analysis of the novel. And chapter VI consists of conclusion 

and suggestion.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


