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RINGKASAN 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengungkapkan bagaimana pemberontakan 

tercermin dalam The Hunger Games trilogy novel. Tujuan dari penelitian ini 

adalah untuk menganalisis pemberontakan berdasarkan Pendekatan Marxis dan 

untuk menganalisis pemberontakan di novel The Hunger Games Trilogy (2008 -

2010) menurut Suzanne Collins. Penulis menggunakan penelitian kualitatif. 

Penulis menggunakan dua sumber data: primer dan sekunder. Sumber data utama 

adalah tentang novel itu sendiri. Kemudian data sekunder diambil dari sumber lain 

yang terkait dengan data primer seperti buku sastra, kamus, beberapa artikel yang 

berhubungan dengan novel dan website tentang novel trilogi The Hunger Games. 

Teknik pengumpulan data adalah penelitian kepustakaan. Teknik analisis data 

bersifat deskriptif kualitatif. Berdasarkan analisis Marxis, ia membiarkan Katniss, 

simbol revolusi, untuk dilihat dan dikagumi oleh semua penampilan Distrik. 

Penampilannya sebagai Mockingjay dalam The Hunger Games mulai akan 

memberi inspirasi bagi semua pejuang di Distrik. Pesan ini di sampaikan, meski 

dia tidak bisa menghindari permainan dan tidak bisa menghindari pertarungan 

lain. Dalam konflik yang lebih besar, pemberontak dapat dikenali sebagai pihak 

yang berperang tanpa pemerintah mereka diakui oleh pemerintah yang mapan, 

dalam hal ini konflik menjadi perang saudara. 

Kata Kunci: Pemberontakan, Pendekatan Marxist, Suzanne Collins 

ABSTRACT 

This study is propose to reveal how Rebellion reflected in The Hunger Games 

trilogy novel. The objectives of this study are to analyze rebellion based on 

Marxist Approach and to analyze rebellion according to The Hunger Games 

Trilogy (2008 -2010) novel by Suzanne Collins. The writer employs qualitative 

research. The writer uses two data sources: primary and secondary. The primary 

data source is about the novel itself. Then the secondary data are taken from other 

sources which are related to the primary data such as the literary books, 

dictionary, some articles related to the novel and website about the Hunger Games 

trilogy  novel. The technique of data collection is library research. The technique 

of analyzing data is descriptive qualitative. Based on Marxist analysis, it allowed 
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Katniss, the symbols of revolution, to be seen and admired by all the Districts. 

Her appearance as a Mockingjay in the Hunger Games began would have been 

inspirational to all the fighters in the Districts. It sent the message even though she 

couldn’t avoid the games and couldn’t avoid another fight. In a larger conflict the 

rebels may be recognized as belligerents without their government being 

recognised by the established government, in which case the conflict becomes a 

civil war. 

Keywords: Rebellion, Marxist Approach, Suzanne Collins 
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1. Introduction

Literature is simply a written work that contains qualities. Literature’s 

primary aim is to tell a story. The subject of the story is particularly human, 

describing and detailing a variety of human experience, not stating facts or 

bits and piece of information. There are so many kinds of literature products 

such as music, novel, art, poem, drama, etc. The novel is collection of many 

ideas, stories, and characters, bound with the writer’s imagination to become 

a story. It means, when the author makes their literary work, that is an 

expression of the problem from the novel. The kinds of the novel problems 

are love, struggle for life, conflict of life, war, violence, and rebellion.  

The Hunger Games trilogy by Suzanne Collins is one of novels that tell 

rebellion problems. Rebellion is an act of disobeying, resistance, revolting, 

fighting against, rejection to submit or to bow to any authorities that the 

person thinks they are against his/her goal. In a larger conflict, the rebels may 

be recognized as belligerents without their government being recognized by 

the established government, in which case the conflict becomes a civil war 

(Kermit, 2001:246-247)). 

Rebellion is interesting objects to be explored. These themes are often 

used by authors of literary work to build their story. One of writers which 

reveals about rebellion is American author Suzanne Collins in his novel 

entitled The Hunger Games. It was originally published in one of the many 

famous novels. 

American writer Suzanne Collins is the author of the bestselling The 

Hunger Games series and The Underland Chronicles. Suzanne Collins was 

born on August 10, 1962, in Hartford, Connecticut. The daughter of an Air 

Force officer, Collins moved a considerable amount during her childhood, 

living in places like New York City and Brussels and her family moved 

several times when she was young. After proving herself as a talented 

children's television writer, Collins published her debut book, Gregor the 

Overlander, the first book of The Underland Chronicles. In 2008, the first 

book of The Hunger Games series was published. For the Collins family, 
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history was an immensely important topic. Much of that was driven by 

Collins' father, who taught history at the college level and was open with his 

kids about his military experience, including his deployment to Vietnam. 

The Hunger Games (2008) is set in the world, but in a post-apocalyptic 

time. The Capitol is the cruel Government of the twelve districts of Panem, 

which was once North America. As punishment for a revolution in the past, 

the Capitol created the Hunger Games. One boy and one girl (aged twelve to 

eighteen) are chosen from each district to fight on live television until only 

one child remains. Our main character is Katnis Everdeen, who volunteers in 

the place of her younger sister Primrose for District Twelve. The male 

“tribute” for the district is Peeta Mellark, the son of a baker, who is in love 

with Katnis. During the Games, Katnis uses his love to her advantage, so that 

the wealthy audience can send her food and medicine. 

All the citizens from districts four to twelve hate the Capitol because of 

the oppression, poverty and violence that they suffer. Katnis angers the 

Capitol during the Games when her new friend Rue from District Eleven is 

killed, and she shows compassion by laying flowers on her body. 

Furthermore, at the end of the Games, only Peeta and Katnis remain, so each 

refuse to kill the other. Instead, they agree to eat poisoned berries together so 

that there is no winner for the Capitol. In response, rather than being 

humiliated in front of the districts, the Capitol allows the couple to win 

together. The other districts watching the Games have now witnessed an act 

of rebellion, and they want more. Thus, a second revolution is about to be 

born. 

Catching Fire (2009) is about the development of this revolution. The 

Capitol is furious at Katnis for starting a second rebellion, so they create a 

special version of the Hunger Games for all the previous victors, which 

means that she and Peeta must return. During these games, they create a team 

of victors, who manage to destroy the arena and escape to District Thirteen, 

which most people think that does not exist. However, the Capitol capture 

Peeta, and they destroy District Twelve. 
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Mockingjay (2010) tells the story of Katnis leading the revolution of 

the Capitol and President Snow. The rebels use her in the media as the 

symbol of their rebellion. They rescue Peeta, but he has been tortured and 

now he hates and fears Katnis. A team of rebels including Peeta and Katnis 

then go on a mission to assassinate President Snow in the Capitol, but 

Katnis’s sister Primrose is killed by a bomb. Katnis later discovers that the 

president of the rebels makes this bomb, so she kills her own president in 

place of Snow. She then returns to her home, District Twelve, to try to 

recover with Peeta. At the end of the book we see them get married with two 

children. 

There are some reasons why the researcher researches The Hunger 

Games trilogy novel: 

First, The Novel is far more political than any teenage drama written in 

the 21st century. Katniss Everdeen is not just saving her folks but she must 

free a whole nation from tyrannical oppression and poverty. For those who 

don’t know the plot, it is set in a near future where countries have been 

destroyed and replaced by 12 Districts under the control of the Capitol. In The 

Hunger Games, while some elements are a little fantastical, they are all 

developed through technology and can find believable explanations that can 

make them potentially real. The conception of the arena and its dangers, the 

weapons, the different machine all are very futuristic but not too unreal.  

Second, the novel is very classical story of Theseus is central to The 

Hunger Games. Collins has mentioned this in interviews about the series. The 

classical myth describes how Athens would send seven youths of each gender 

to the Labyrinth to be devoured by the Minotaur. Theseus, the king’s son, 

volunteers himself, and this is what Katnis Everdeen does in Collins’s series. 

Collins has described Katnis as ‘a futuristic Theseus’. This allusion to 

classical mythology is, along with Panem, and the gladiatorial games of 

ancient Rome, one of many classical references in Collins’s series. 

Third, the plot of the novel is much excited because the plot driven 

blend of suspense, science fiction, and romance. "The plot is front and center 
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here the twists and turns are addictive, particularly when the romantic subplot 

ups the ante yet the Capitol’s oppression and exploitation of the districts 

always simmers just below the surface, waiting to be more fully explored in 

future volumes. Collins has written a compulsively readable blend of science 

fiction, survival story, unlikely romance, and social commentary. 

After reading the novel we can take the conclusion and the moral 

message about the story. We can reject the content of the novel or we receive 

the content that reflects the good think of real life. There are many arguments 

about the novel such as from the cover, title, the author, languages, the 

content and other. The last reason is to elaborate the good character from the 

novel and apply it in real life. 

Based on the background above the researcher proposes to conduct a 

research entitled “Rebellion reflected in The Hunger Games Trilogy Novel by 

Suzanne Collins (2008 -2010): A Marxist Approach”. 

2. Research Method

In analyzing The Hunger Games Trilogy novel (2008-2010) by 

Suzanne Collins the researcher uses qualitative research. The researcher 

categorizes her research into qualitative research because the research does 

not need a statistic data to analyze and explore that fact. Type of data in this 

research is textual data. It consists of word, phrase and sentences. The data 

sources consist of two categories, they are primary data source and secondary 

data source. The primary data source is the novel itself. The secondary data 

source is about behaviorist and all relevant materials in the novel. The 

techniques of data collection the writer used are reading and understanding 

The Hunger Games Trilogy novel as well as the secondary data source from 

the other books, identifying data that can be analyzed, classifying data into 

some categories, determining the theory of literature which is relevant for 

analyzing the data, and searching the other reference that can be used to 

analyzed data. The object of the study is to analyze the desire reflected in 

Suzanne Collins (2008-2010) on Marxist approach. The writer focuses in this 
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research in analyzing Rebellion reflected in The Hunger Games Trilogy 

novel (2008-2010) based on Marxist Approach. The steps analyzing the data 

are as follows: first, the Marxist analysis toward the novel and the second is 

the discussion of the objectives of the study. 

3. Finding and Discussion

a. Finding

There are the principles of Marxist theory based on the second 

chapter. To expose this analysis clearly, the researcher analyzes in The 

Hunger Games Trilogy novel (2008-2010) by Suzanne Collins by using the 

Marxist principles. 

3.1.1 Rebellion 

According to Lalor (1884:632)) rebellion as "a refusal of obedience 

or order." He said "it may encompass a range of behaviors from civil 

disobedience and mass nonviolent resistance, to violent and organized 

attempts to destroy an established authority such as the government. Those 

who participate in rebellions are known as "rebels". A Rebel is a person who 

refuses allegiance to, resists, or rises in arms against the government or ruler 

of his or her country, resists any authority, control, or tradition and who 

show or feel utter repugnance." Therefore, when somebody rebels, his or her 

rebellion is usually to serve a specific need. For example, it can be fighting 

against governments' tyranny to get freedom, declining boss's unfairness, 

breaking with conventional customs and rejecting the social traditions and 

values. According to Mark and Engels on his book Theory of Revolution: 

War and Revolution, rebellion is the natural result of exploitation and 

oppression. That has been proved over and over throughout history. When 

the heap of class society injustice, the greatest challenge posed by every 

human is rebellion, that is need not only for win from oppress but to welfare 

all the society. Also, the greatest challenge that is faced by the oppressed 

and exploited classes in society has never been the willingness to fight back. 

It has been the ability to organize in a from that only fight, but must win. 
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The writer of trilogy the Hunger Games, Suzanne Collins, illustrated 

some of rebellion that was done by the people in districts very epic. In the 

third novel of trilogy hunger games, we can see clearly rebellion that was 

done by oppressed (society) to oppressor (capitol). There are some ways of 

rebellion. The people in Panem were fight, dare, and they struggle to end 

their hunger for justice. They made propaganda to be shown in Panem. 

“People of Panem, we fight, we dare, we end our 

hunger for justice!” That’s the line. I can tell by 

the way they present it that they’ve spent months, 

maybe years, working it out and are really proud 

of it. It seems like a mouthful to me, though. And 

stiff. (Mocking Jay,2010:39). 

I’m hustle back to my place, and the smoke 

machine kicks in. Someone calls for quite, the 

cameras start rolling, and I hear “Action!” So I 

hold my bow over my head and yell with all the 

anger I can muster, “People of Pane, we fight, we 

dare we end our hunger for justice!” (Mocking 

Jay,2010:40). 

Suzanne Collins described how people in districts rebel the Capitol. 

First the society assembled in districts 13 to collect the power. They used 

propaganda campaigns that are presented in television. Propaganda can be 

very powerful tool for swaying people’s minds. It also can explode right in 

the oppress face. Between Capitol and rebels, they attacked each other by 

using propaganda video. Katnis Everdeen as the symbol of revolution took 

as an actress in the propaganda video. She burns the spirit of the people in 

Panem by saying that she is one of the suffering people, the Capitol cans to 

tune and bomb them or burn their districts. Katnis also have point to the 

planes burning on the roof of the warehouse across. The fire was catching. If 

all people around districts burn, the Capitol and Presidents are also burns 

with them. 

I’m moving in to wars the camera now, carried 

forward by my rage. “President Snow says he’s 

sending us a message? Well, I have one for him. 

You can torture us and bomb us and burn our 



9 

districts to the ground, but do you see that?” one 

of the cameras follows as I point to the planes 

burning on the roof of the warehouse across from 

us. The Capitol seal on a wing glows clearly 

through the flames. “Fire is catching!” I’ am 

shouting now, determined that he will not miss a 

word. “And if we burn, with us!” (Mocking 

Jay,2010:51). 

Suzanne Collins used propaganda as one from of the rebellion to the 

government in her trilogy the hunger games. It can sway public opinion in 

times of war. Propaganda can be form of design poster, films, press release, 

and even statues have been successfully used to get the public behind the 

war. The dishonesty of propaganda can backfire. It was like when the 

Capitol use Peeta Mellark the symbol of propaganda to destroy Katniss’ 

power as the symbol of rebellion. Peeta Mellark propaganda video was 

introduced as the special segment and something about it looked familiar. 

This video propaganda is used to destroy and dilute the symbol of 

revolution’s power. In the video Peeta was interviewed by the Caesar, and 

Peeta delivered a Capitol’s message. He struggles to realize Katnis. And he 

told that Katnis is only instrumental to the rebels to destroy the humanity. 

“Let’s turn it off, Finnick, before they run it 

again,” I urge him. But as Finnick’s hand moves 

toward the remote control, I cry, “Wait!” The 

Capitol is introducing a special segment and 

something about it looks familiar. Yes, it’s 

Caesar Flickerman. And I can guess who his 

guest will be (Mocking Jay,2010:56). 

“Is there anything you’d like to tell her?” asks 

Caesar. 

“There is, “ says Peeta. He looks directly into the 

camera, right into my eyes. “Don’t be a fool, 

Katniss. Think for yourself. They’ve turned you 

into a weapon that could be instrumental in the 

destruction of humanity. If you’ve got any real 

influence, use it to put the brakes on this thing. 

Use it to stop the war before it’s too late. Ask 

yourself, do you really trust the people you’re 
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working with? Do you really know what’s going 

on? And if you don’t...find out.” 

Black screen.Seal of Panem. Show over 

(Mocking Jay,2010:56) 

Propaganda enables to frame issues and even create problems that 

they claim. It occurs in the time leading up to a conflict. Propaganda refers 

to the action that attempts to influence emotion, mater, politics, or 

information. The core of propaganda refers to the action that attempts to 

influence emotion, mater, politics, or information in order to benefit from 

each side. Plutarch and Cressida made plan about contain of video 

propaganda. They used Katniss’ visit. 

“So, what else do you have planned?’ asks the 

president. Plutarch nods to Cressida, who 

consults a clipboard. “We have some terrific 

footage of Katniss at the hospital in Eight. There 

should be another prop in that with the theme 

‘Because you know who they are and what they 

do.’ We’ll focus on Katniss interacting with the 

patients, particularly the children, the bombing of 

the hospital, and the wreckage. Messalla’s cutting 

that together. We’re also thinking about a 

Mockingjay piece. Highlight some of Katniss’s 

best moments interact with scenes of rebel 

uprisings and war footage. We cal that one ‘Fire 

is catching.’ And the Fulvia came up with a really 

brilliant idea.” (Mocking Jay,2010:55). 

Propaganda was rated as the most effective way to influence the 

districts’ residents favoring the Capitol or rebels. Beeta one of rebel who is 

expert in technology, he tried to find a way to hack publication system of 

broadcast in Capitol because the first propaganda that was sent by the rebels 

are not swoon in full version. 

“Beetee thinks he’s found a way to break into the 

feed nationwide,” says Finnick. “So that our 

propos will air in the Capitol, too. He’s down 

working on it in Special Defense now. There’s 

live programming tonight. Snow’s making an 

appearance or something. I think it’s starting.” 

(Mocking Jay,2010:65). 
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The rebels continued to attack propaganda, between Capitol and 

rebels attack each other so the residents were confused to see the 

propaganda presentation. Although the Capitol has been made anticipation 

of attacking, but they looked overwhelmed in facing hacking that was done 

by the professional technology from rebels. Capitol and rebels were in battle 

of propaganda video. 

And then whole thing breaks down into a 

broadcast battle, as the Capitol tech masters try to 

fend off Beetee’s attack. But they are unprepared, 

and Beetee, apparently anticipating he would not 

hold on to control, has an arsenal of five to ten 

second clips to work with. We watch the official 

presentation deteriorate as it’s peppered with 

choice shots from the propos (Mocking 

Jay,2010:64). 

President Snow, the leader of Panem, tells to the residents that 

obviously this act was done by the rebels who want to destroy the Capitol. 

And rebels tried to disrupt the dissemination of information which they 

considered harmful. Then President Snow was not only silent to see the 

rebels’ brunt. He said to the residents that the rebels tried to destroy and the 

truth and justice will show its power. This rebellion attack used propaganda 

greatly affects the majority of residents. 

Snow plows forward, saying that clearly the 

rebels are now attempting to disrupt the 

dissemination of information they find 

incriminating, but both truth and justice will 

resign. The full broadcast will resume when 

security has been reinstated. He asks Peeta if, 

given tonight’s demonstration, he has any parting 

thoughts for Katniss Everdeen(Mocking 

Jay,2010:65). 

According to Merriam-Webster Dictionary, Propaganda is defined as 

“ideas, facts, or allegation spread deliberately to further one’s cause or to 

damage on opposing cause. In this trilogy the hunger games, Suzanne 

Collins described propaganda was a driving force that kept the battle hated 
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and resident’s population united do rebellion. She illustrated how effective 

propaganda though influence the residents, how it presented, and what 

images would persuade the people of each side (Capitol and rebels) to fight 

in the war to create revolution. 

Not only rebellion with prop but also war cease-fire. The counter 

attack from the oppressors has begun. It is caused by hacking the broadcast 

information that was done by the rebels. Shortly after it, Capitol gave bombs 

attack aimed at the rebels in district 13. At that time the war is already 

started. 

That’s when the first bomb hits. There’s an initial 

sense of impact followed by an explosion that 

resonates in my innermost parts, the lining of my 

intestines, the marrow of my bones, the roots of 

my teeth. We’re all going to die. I think. My eyes 

turn upward, expecting to see giant cracks race 

across the ceiling, massive chunks of stone 

raining down on us, but the bunker itself gives 

only a slight shudder. The lights go out and I 

experience the disorientation of total darkness. 

Speechless human sounds-spontaneous shrieks, 

ragged breaths, baby whimpers, one musical bit 

of insane laughter dance around in the charged 

air. Then there’s a hum of a generator, and a dim 

wavering glow replaces the stark lighting that is 

the norm in 13. It’s closer to what we had in our 

homes in 12, when the candles and fire burned 

low on a winter’s night (Mocking Jay,2010: 71). 

The counterattack propaganda is showing by Peeta’s speech. In this 

speech, he asked for fighting to stop the war. Nut in other context, it is not 

Peeta idea. Peeta is being forced by the Capitol to stop the war by case-fire. 

If the fighting stopped, the rebels would be destroyed easily by the Capitol. 

Peeta begins to speak in a frustrated tone about 

the need for the case-fire. He highlights the 

damagedone to key infrastructure in various 

districts, and as he speaks, parts of the map light 

up, showing images of the destruction. A broken 

damn in 7. A derailed train with a pool of toxic 

waste spilling from the tank cars.A granary 
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collapsing after a fire. All of these he attributes to 

rebel action (Mocking Jay,2010:63). 

The oppressed used Katniss Everdeen as the symbol of rebellion. It 

is because of what she represented to the revolution. As Boggs told her that 

she is the symbol of rebellion. And she can influence any other person. She 

is not just her own self, and she cannot act only based on what she thinks 

and what she wants to do. Because whatever she does it will back to 

reflected revolution. This is the positive thing why Katniss Everdeen is 

chosen as the symbol of rebellion. Because she can bring positive thing like 

what she was done visiting the hospital in district 2 and also she brings hope 

and inspiration to many people of the wounded. In other side it can also be 

negative thing, when people start to think that many people dying are caused 

by supporting and protecting her. 

What they want is for me to truly take on the role 

they designed for me. The symbol of the 

revolution.The Mockingjay. It isn’t enough, what 

I’ve done in the past, defying the Capitol in the 

Games, providing a rallying point. I must now 

become the actual leader, the face, the voice, the 

embodiment of the revolution. The person who 

the districts most of which are now openly at war 

with the Capitol can count on to blaze the path to 

victory. I won’t have to do it alone. They have a 

whole team of people to make me over, dress me, 

write my speech, orchestrate my appearances as if 

that doesn’t sound horribly familiar and all I have 

to do is play my part. Sometimes I listen to them 

and something I just watch the perfect line of 

Coin’s hair and try to decide if it’s a wig. 

Eventually, I leave the room because my head 

starts to ache or it’s time to eat or if I don’t get 

above ground I might start screaming. I don’t 

brother to say anything. I simply get up and walk 

out (Mocking Jay,2010:14). 

In fact rebellion of oppressed happen when Katniss Everdeen and 

Peeta Melark decided to kill themselves. They know that Hunger Games 

should left one winner from 24 representatives. If they kill themselves there 
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will not a winner in this 74th hunger games. They made such kind of love 

drama that they cannot leave each other, they cannot live without each 

other, and if Katniss decided to kill herself, it’s unless because of course 

Peeta will live miserably. A few second then Katniss decided to kill 

themselves together. She too little berry fruits from her pocket and pour it 

on Peeta and her hand. She said to believe her in there they star to eat berry 

together. 

I spread out my finger, and the dark berries 

glisten in the sun. I give Peeta’s hand one last 

squeeze as a signal, as a good bye, and we begin 

counting. “One.” Maybe I’m wrong. “Two.” 

Maybe they don’t care if we both die. “Three!” 

It’s too late to change my mind. I lift my hand to 

my mouth, taking one last look at the world. The 

berries have just passed my lips when the 

trumpets begin to blare (Hunger Games,2008: 

339). 

The frantic voice of Claudius Templesmith shouts 

above them. “Stop! Stop! Ladies and gentlemen. I 

am pleased to present the victors of the Seventy-

fourth Hunger Games, KatnissEverdeen and 

PeetaMellark! I give you the tributes of District 

Twelve !”(Hunger Games,2008: 339). 

At that time the first rebellion was begun. The judge of 74th hunger 

games, Claudius Templesmith, finally presents the victors of 74th hunger 

games, Katniss Everdeen and Peeta Melark. As we know they succeed to 

violate the hunger games rule that are supposed to be one winner. Basically 

ever since they won the 74th hunger games people have begun to realize 

they can defy the Capitol in however with small way. People in capitol are 

happy to see loves truck couple won, but in other side districts see a 

different meaning. It is possible to defy Capitol, and it never happen before 

they have two people won the hunger games. That’s rebellion. 

All I was doing was trying to keep Peeta and 

myself alive. Any act of rebellion was purely 

coincidental. But when the Capitol decrees that 

only one tribute can live and you have the 
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audacity to challenge it, I guess that’s rebellion in 

itself. My only defense was pretending that I was 

driven insane by a passionate love for Peeta. So 

we were broth allowed to live. To be crowned 

victors.To go home and celebrate and wave good-

bye to the cameras and be left alone. Until now 

(Catching Fire,2009: 30). 

After all, President Snow did not remain silent to see it all. Because 

what they both did is a menace. So president Snow tried to find way to 

restrain it all. He also threat Katniss to show that the drama of their love 

really existed. And in the other hand, he had prepared to kill them both 

naturally. Unfortunately, the expectations of change from residents in 

districts have perceived growing. The small rebellion also happen in district 

11, where an old man whistles rue’s son g to honor her. After that even, he 

was shot by the sign of rebellion. As we know that when Rue from district 

11, she would sing the tune of Mockingjay to signal Katniss Everdeen when 

they executed plan but they are apart. 

I stand there, feeling broken and small, thousands 

of eyes trained on me. There’s a long pause. 

Then, from somewhere in the crowd, someone 

whistles Rue’s four note mockingjay tune. The 

one that signaled the end of the workday in the 

orchards. The one that meant safety in the arena. 

By the end of tune, I have found the whistles, a 

wizened old man in a faded redshirt and overalls. 

His eyes meet mine. (Catching Fire, 2009: 30). 

A pair of Peacekeepers dragging the old man who 

whistles to the top of the steps.Forcing him to his 

knees before the crowd. And putting a bullet 

through his head(Catching Fire, 2009: 30) 

3.1.2 Class struggle 

According to Cartel Marxist basically Man’s social being 

determines his consciousness and the material interest of the dominant 

social class determines how all classes perceive their existence. All forms 

of culture therefore, do not exist in an ideal, abstract from but are 
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inseparable from the historical determining social conditions (Carter. 

2006: 55). 

In the Hunger Games Trilogy novel, Collins tries to employ the 

struggle that she intended as a critique of society’s obsession with the 

media, fashion, power, authority and personal comfort. Mocking jay is a 

war novel. This story tells about social disparity, dictatorship, and the 

rebellion to gain freedom and revolution between the dominant class and 

the working class in Panem. The class distinction in Panem exists when 

the authority of the dominant class takes apart. The dominant class plays 

as the ruling class that determines the ideological, political, and economic 

system.  

Panem is distinguished into the Capitol as the dominant class and 

the Districts as the working class. The social condition in Panem is 

contradiction one another. There is no fairness in the economic condition 

and social status between the Capitol and the districts. Capitol oppresses 

the districts and gives them more fear with some strict rules. Capitol forces 

them to obey and keep their duty in the production. There is no chance for 

the other districts to live freely. Capitol grasps everything, include of the 

transportation, electricity, food, technology, etc. Capitol has the political 

and economical power that gives bad meaning to the districts. 

 In this interpretation, the districts are assumed as the object of 

oppression, and Capitol takes control the object entirely. Capitol exploits 

the districts; determines their salaries and working condition, and other 

elements of their lives. Capitol, through its system, has been successfully 

manipulating the districts’ view of life. Capitol’s system is applied to 

harass the district implicitly. Capitol, leads by President Snow, uses some 

ways to keep the mode of production. He governs the Panem through each 

district using the annual game Quarter Quell, terror, propaganda and 

oppression. Quarter Quell is made as the reminder of the rebellion, that 

evens the strongest, cannot, overcome the power of the Capitol. This death 



17 

 

game has no mercy and purposed to control the districts; to show that the 

districts are still in Capitol’s authority.  

“The tributes – who are the actual children 

involved here, not your trio of freaks – are forced 

to fight to the death? That you were going into 

that arena for people’s amusement? Was that a 

big secret in the Capitol?” “No. But they don’t 

view it the way we do” I say. (Mocking Jay, 

2010:54) 

 

Meanwhile, the other terror from Capitol is bombing. Bombing is 

the Capitol’s way to show its great power. Capitol’s bombs were raining 

down to destroy the districts.  

 

“... The sky’s an empty, cloudless blue. The street 

clear except for the people hauling the wounded 

to the hospital. There’s no enemy, no alarm. Then 

the siren begin to wail. Within seconds, a low-

flying V-shaped formation of Capitol hover 

planes appears above us, and the bombs begin to 

fall...” (Mocking Jay, 2010:92) 

 

Capitols’ dictatorship system operates freely in Panem. Snow still 

makes the districts can’t go out from their line. The brutal justice gives to 

them who belong to the rebels’ side. Propaganda program is arranged by 

the Capitol in order to control and grasp the districts. President Snow uses 

this program as a media to influence the district and to grasp the districts’ 

attention.  

“It’s always the same. War footage. Propaganda. 

Replaying the bombing of District 12. An 

ominous message from President Snow. So it’s 

almost entertaining to see Caesar Flickerman, the 

eternal host of the Hunger Games, with his 

painted face and sparkly suit, preparing to give an 

interview Until the camera pulls back and I see 

that his guess is Peeta.” (Mocking Jay,2010:21) 

 

The program shows the bombing of district 12. This program aims 

to make the districts have a fear of the Capitol’s power. This is also the 
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President Snow’s way to send a message to the rebels. He tries to scare 

them off and stops the rebellion. 

 

3.1.3 Revolution 

The result of the class struggle is revolution. According to Marx (in 

Bressler, 1999:212) argues that all societies are progressing; believing 

progress is reactionary or revolutionary. He also asserts that as a society 

progresses from a feudal system as its economic mode of production to a 

more market- based economy, the actual process for producing, 

distributing, and consuming good becomes more complex.  

Revolution is more than a change in the way we live. Revolution 

occurs when people stop believing one thing, and start believing 

something else, when people discard their old ways of living, and begin to 

live in new ways. In the Hunger Games trilogy Suzanne Collins described 

how the process of revolution happens. Revolution did not happen in a 

short time. It needs long time to create revolution. And not all revolution 

will bring better life. 

The process of first revolution happened in The Hunger Games 

Trilogy by Suzanne Collins caused by conflict of class struggle between 

Capitol and Districts. As we know that there are two different groups of 

people living with big difference. They are bourgeois and proletarians. 

Capitol represents as the bourgeois that exploit people in districts to 

maintain their needs. Capitol is a place that is described as a city with 

variety of glittering, and people living in luxury. People in Capitol have all 

the things that the districts people cannot afford. Whereas people in 

districts known as the lower classes. That places are unpleasant. And the 

members of this community are so poor, mines and extremely poor. This 

makes people in districts having power to ruling over all the Panem. 

For the opening ceremonies, you’re supposed to 

wear something that suggests you district’s 

principal industry. District 11, agriculture. 

District 4, fishing. District 3, factories. This 
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means that coming from District 12, Peeta and I 

will be in some kind of coal miner’s getup… 

(Hunger Games, 2008: 66). 

 

When I was younger, I scared my mother to 

death, the things I would blurt out about District 

12, about the people who rule our country, 

Panem, from the far-off city called the Capitol 

(Hunger Games, 2008: 7). 

 

In the hunger games trilogy, Suzanne Collins described that the 

first signs of the revolution arise when the holding 74th hunger games. 

There should only be one winner in Hunger Games, but the last 

participant. Peeta and Katniss, can’t kill other as they are from the same 

district, and they love each other. At that time, they decided to commit 

suicide together, and finally the judge stopped the hunger games and 

makes them both as the winners of 74th hunger games. But President Snow 

felt that they both are menacing. And what they did is a rebellion against 

the rule of Capitol. 

I spread out my finger, and the dark berries 

glisten in the sun. I give Peeta’s hand one last 

squeeze as a signal, as a good bye, and we begin 

counting. “One.” Maybe I’m wrong. “Two.” 

Maybe they don’t care if we both die. “Three!” 

It’s too late to change my mind. I lift my hand to 

my mouth, taking one last look at the world. The 

berries have just passed my lips when the 

trumpets begin to blare (Hunger Games,2008: 

339). 

 

 

3.2 Discussion 

In the discussion of this research paper, the researcher has three 

points to discuss. First, the researcher wants to identify the Rebellion 

reflected in The Hunger Games trilogy novel (2008-2010) by Suzanne 

Collins. The first rebellion happened when the thirteen districts of Panem 

rose up against the Capitol's oppressive rule. The rebellion was 

orchestrated by District 13. The Capitol was known to use horrifying 

mutations as organic weapons, and put down rebelling districts by 
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bombing them into submission with fleets of hovercraft. The rebels were 

known to use falsified information and the attempted massed invasion of 

Capitol territory with support from District 13. It is mentioned that the 

rebels attempted a mass invasion of the Capitol itself by scaling the Rocky 

Mountains, which was a brutal job since the natural fortification exposed 

them. Unfortunately, Capitol aircraft were able to easily find and destroy 

the rebel contingents trying to reach the other side. This eventually led to 

the Dark Days.  

Suzanne Collins described how people in districts rebel the Capitol. 

First the society assembled in districts 13 to collect the power. They used 

propaganda campaigns that are presented in television. Propaganda can be 

very powerful tool for swaying people’s minds. It also can explode right in 

the oppress face. Between Capitol and rebels, they attacked each other by 

using propaganda video. Katniss Everdeen as the symbol of revolution 

took as an actress in the propaganda video. She burns the spirit of the 

people in Panem by saying that she is one of the suffering people, the 

Capitol can to tune and bomb them or burn their districts. Katniss also 

point to the planes burning on the roof of the warehouse across. The fire 

was catching. If all people around districts burn, the Capitol and Presidents 

are also burn with them. 

Second, the researchers discuss about Class Struggle, According to 

Mbengo, there are three forms of the class struggle based on the level of 

class consciousness of society. First of all, economic struggle. This is the 

first forms of the class struggle of the proletariat. The working class fought 

to begin with by means of strikes and mass campaigns for the 

improvement of their economic situation, the raising of wages, shortening 

of working hours etc. But economic struggle, even though it is the earliest 

form of class struggle and is the immediate consequence of social 

contradictions and of the interests of the proletariat, by itself cannot lead to 

the economic liberation of  the working class. The economic supremacy of 
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the capitalists is conditioned by and continually renewed through their, 

political power. (Mbengo, 1978:22) 

In the past, class struggle had occurred in Panem. When the 

uprising of the districts against capitol. But twelve districts were defeated, 

and District 13 end up in obliteration. So, the punishment was given to the 

other districts through The Hunger Games. The Hunger Games is known 

as a tool for the capitol to show up their absolute power. This is also a 

warning to the district to no longer try to fight the capitol because they 

could easily destroy them. Learn from experiences in the past, the class 

struggle is changing.  As the result of the suffering caused by abuses 

carried out by capitol, the district finds a new form of class struggle. The 

class struggle takes place but slowly, depending on the level of class 

consciousness which is owned by the people of the district. 

Lack of food supplies is a major problem that occurred in the 

district 12. Although capitol provide assistance through the tesserae, but 

everyone would think to not take it. However, swap a child with a grain 

and oil is not an easy choice. These case that later makes the black market 

appeared on district 12.  Mostly everything sold there is a food ingredient. 

Indeed selling food is not unlawful, but where all the food comes from, as 

Katniss who sell their ravine there while hunting is illegal. Maybe that's 

what causing "the hob" referred as the black market. 

Because everything sold there obtained illegally. Furthermore, why 

the black market still exists even though it violated the law.  It is called 

with an urgent interest. The people of district 12 realize that if they do not 

perform illegal acts they would not receive sufficient food.  

This is where the class struggle begins. At this level, they are not 

directly against the capitol. They only think how they can meet their 

interests. They will struggle to fulfill their needs even if they have to break 

the law. The fact that the lack of food in the 12th district, made the 

peacekeeper cannot do much other than let that thing happen. They even 

were participating in the black market. Prevailing system that set by the 
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capitol makes the districts living in misery, in the end it triggers resistance. 

But at this point it appears that resistance is not a massive resistance that 

targeting to destroy capitol.  

 The resistance that appear only an act against the law in order to 

meet their basic needs. Another sign of class struggle when the lottery 

shows the name Primrose Everdeen, Katniss spontaneously propose 

themselves as volunteers to replace her sister. Always as the protector of 

the family, Katniss offers herself instead of her sister as District 12's 

tribute. This action will ultimately have a huge impact. She is making 

sacrifice for her sister. Katniss does not realize that the courage to sacrifice 

himself for his sister, 12 districts makes people become aware that all that 

is happening is not right, that tyranny must be stopped. Katniss action was 

trigger class consciousness among the people of District 12. Become a 

volunteer is allowed, but the purpose of the capitol allow the volunteer just 

to rise the competition among the candidates.  So, everyone will forget 

capitol as the mastermind. But what happened in District 12 is very 

different.  Katniss spontaneously volunteer to prevent her younger sister to 

join The Hunger Games, so she did sacrifice. Capitol certainly not 

expecting any sacrifice in The Hunger  Games. 

Because the sacrifice would lead to the emergence of social 

consciousness. People will realize, that nothing like this should not 

happen.  This will attract the sympathy of many parties, so that would lead 

people to resist injustice shape like this.  

Katniss get a reaction that does not occur to her. It was surprising 

how people react to the unusual. The crowd ignores requests to applaud. 

They are all aware of things like this do not deserve to be celebrated. In 

fact, it should not happen. If Katniss as a teenager dared to sacrifice her 

life, then they ought to respect that. They do not care about the capitol. 

They only sympathize with Katniss.  Therefore, they prefer to remain 

silent. 
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Third, the researchers’ discuss about Revolution. According to Karl 

Marxt the cause of revolution is economy drive. Moreover, Ace Estwick 

adds there are some characteristics revolutions as follows: 1) Low in 

economic development and level of education. 2) The existence of 

suffering population, poor leadership, economic uncertainty, and political 

apathy. 3) Replacing old order with new state structure because new 

structure is considered more representative. 4) Revolution happens in step. 

It does not happen overnight. It takes decade to develop. 5) The existence 

of rebellion of the oppressed to oppress. 

So here the writer wants to say that The Hunger Games Trilogy 

described some characteristics of revolution such theory above. First, low 

economic development can be seen how people in districts life and work. 

They are forced to work to supply their need. Second, the existence of 

suffering population can be seen clearly that people in districts live with 

suffering, hunger, starvation. How difficult they look for food, survive to 

live, so many children that must be feed, carry on back the residue food on 

the street. The existence of The Hunger Games program as the annual 

program. They must kill each other to survive life. It also show the poor 

leadership because the government should be welfare their society not to 

add more suffer with any reason. Third, people in districts want to replace 

their President Snow order because they consider his older is not 

representative. They want new state structure, democracy system. Fourth, 

in the Hunger Games trilogy, revolution is not happened overnight. It 

needs period of time. Begin from the appearance of brave character 

Karniss Everdeen who inspires all people till how the revolution organizes. 

Fifth, the existence of rebellion from people in districts to Capitol. 
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4. Conclusion and Suggestion

After analyzing the data related in The Hunger Games Trilogy novel 

(2008-2010) by Suzanne Collins there are some conclusion that can be 

formulated and presented as follows: 

The researcher concludes that based on Marxist approach analysis, 

there are three conceptions Marxist in The Hunger Games trilogy novel 

(2008-2010) by Suzanne Collins as follows: 

First, rebellion happened when the thirteen districts of Panem rose up 

against the Capitol’s oppressive rule. The rebellion was orchestrated by 

District 13. The Capitol was known to use horrifying mutations as organic 

weapons, and put down rebelling districts by bombing them into submission 

with fleets of hovercraft. The rebels were known to use falsified information 

and the attempted massed invasion of Capitol territory with support from 

District 13.  

Second, class struggle happened in the past, class struggle has 

occurred in Panem when the uprising of the districts against capitol. But 

twelve districts were defeated, and District 13 end up in obliteration. So the 

punishment was given to the other districts through The Hunger Games. The 

Hunger Games is known as a tool for the capitol to show up their absolute 

power. 

Third, revolution happened because some characteristics of 

revolution. First, the existence of suffering population can be seen clearly that 

people in districts live with suffering, hunger, starvation. Second, people in 

districts want to replace their President Snow order because they consider his 

older is not representative. Third, the existence of rebellion from people in 

districts to Capitol. 

The Hunger Games trilogy is an interesting literary works. For those 

other students who are interested in analyzing novel, they can use The Hunger 

Games Trilogy as the object of analysis. They can use other issues such as 

Katniss Everdeen as a symbol rebellion, discriminated society of Panem 
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society uses Marxist approach, or dictator leader of President Snow uses 

Marxist approach. 

The researcher focuses on analyzing rebellion in The Hunger Games 

trilogy. This research provides much information about caused of rebellion 

and how it happens. In this research give inspiration to the other researchers 

who take revolution for their study at the future and to develop knowledge 

about English. The other researcher wishes that the research can be useful for 

the readers as the consideration of making another research that are 

particularly extending of literary studies. 
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