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AN ANALYSIS  OF TRANSITIVITY IN THE SONG LYRICS FROM   

THE ALBUM ‘HOTEL CALIFORNIA’ 

 

ABSTRAK 

MOCHAMAD RIZAL LUTFIANTO. A320130058. AN ANALYSIS OF 

TRANSITIVITY IN THE SONG LYRICS FROM THE ALBUM ‘HOTEL 

CALIFORNIA’. Skripsi. Fakultas Keguruan dan Ilmu Pedidikan. Universitas 

Muhammadiyah Surakarta. 2017. 

Penelitian ini merupakan analisis transitivitas lirik lagu dari album „Hotel 

California‟ berdasarkan tata bahasa leksiko dan konteks dalam cakupan  tata bahasa 

fungsional. Penelitian ini ditujukan untuk mengidentifikasi elemen dari lirik lagu 

berdasarkan transitiviti dan untuk menjelaskan realisasi makna ideasional dalam lirik 

lagu. 

Penelitian ini  menggunakan penelitian  jenis deskriptif kualitatif untuk 

menganalisis permasalahan. Peneliti menggunakan tehnik dokumentasi dalam 

megumpulkan data. Peneliti menemukan 60 klausa dalam lirik lagu „Hotel California‟. 

Dalam menganalisis data, peneliti meggunakan tata bahasa leksiko dalam cakupan 

susunan fungsional bahasa untuk menjawab permasalahan pertama. Selain itu, peneliti 

mengacu pada konteks fungsional bahasa untuk menjawab permasalahan kedua. 

 Berdasarkan hasil penelitian , peneliti menemukan tiga elemen transitivitas, 

yaitu partisipan, proses, dan sirkumstan. Ada 14 tipe partisipan, diantaranya actor, goal, 

senser, phenomenon, behaver, token, value, carrier, attribute, sayer, receiver, verbiage, 

existent, and client. Unsur partisipan yang paling mendominasi yaitu partisipan proses 

material yang disebut actor dan goal. Hal tersebut menunjukan bahwa komposer sering 

melakukan aktivitas yang behubungan dengan proses secara fisik dalam perjalanan. 

Selain itu,  peneliti juga menemukan  tujuh tipe proses, yaitu material process, 

relational process, mental process, verbal process, behavioural process, existential 

process, meteorogical process. Berdasarkan proses yang ada dalam analisis, proses 

material memiliki frekuensi yang paling dominan. Hal tersebut menunjukan bahwa 

komposer ingin menunjukan pengalaman perjalanan. Elemen terakhir yang ditemukan 

yaitu sirkumstan lokasi, perluasan, sikap, sebab, dan kemungkinan. Sirkumstan 

didominasi oleh sirkumsta lokasi. Dengan meggunakan sirkumstan lokasi, menunjukan 

bahwa komposer ingin memberikan informasi yang jelas megenai tempat proses tersebut 

terjadi. 

Kata Kunci: Fungsional tata bahasa, lirik lagu, makna ideasional, transitivitas, 

partisipan, proses, dan sirkumstan. 
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AN ANALYSIS  OF TRANSITIVITY IN THE SONG LYRICS FROM   

THE ALBUM ‘HOTEL CALIFORNIA’ 

 

ABSTRACT 

MOCHAMAD RIZAL LUTFIANTO. A320130058. AN ANALYSIS OF 

TRANSITIVITY IN THE SONG LYRICS FROM THE ALBUM ‘HOTEL 

CALIFORNIA’. Research Paper. School of Teacher Training and Education. 

Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta. 2017. 

This study is an analysis of transitivity in the song lyrics from the album „Hotel 

California‟ based on the lexicogrammar and context in the framework of functional 

grammar. This study is aimed to identify the elements of the song lyrics based on its 

transitivity and to explain the realization of ideational meanings in the song lyrics. 

This research is used descriptive qualitative type of the study to examine the 

problem. The writer uses documentation in the technique of collecting data. The writer 

finds 60 clauses in song lyrics. In analyzing the data, the writer uses lexicogrammar of 

the functional grammar patterns to answer the first problem. Furthermore, the writer 

refers to the context of functional grammar to answer the second problem. 

From the analysis result, the writer finds three kinds elements of transitivity. 

Those are participants, processes, and circumstances. There are 14 types of participants, 

namely actor, goal, senser, phenomenon, behaver, token, value, carrier, attribute, sayer, 

receiver, verbiage, existent, and client. The most dominant participant is material‟s 

participants that are actor and goal. It implies that the composer is often the doing 

physically process in the journey. Moreover, the writer also finds seven types of 

processes, namely material process, relational process, mental process, verbal process, 

behavioural process, existential process, meteorogical process. From the process found 

in the analysis, material process has the most dominant frequency. It indicates that the 

composer would like to show the journey experience. The last elements found are 

circumstance. Those are circumstances of location, extent, manners, cause, and 

contingency. The dominant circumstance is circumstance of location. By using the 

circumstance of location, it indicates that the composer wants to give the clear 

information about the setting of the process happened. 

Keywords: Functional grammar, song lyrics, ideational meaning, transitivity, 

participants, process, and circumstance. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Nowdays is technology era where all the thing can be accessed everywhere 

by internet. Internet provides the network to acces everything needed unlimited.  

There are many kinds of benefits of internet such as browsing, online shopping, 
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trading, and etc. Most of people are using internet for searching, updating, 

upgrading, streaming,  downloading film, song and music. One of the big 

attractivities of unlimited internet service is free downloading.  Song  is one of 

interests  for netizens to have,  because it is a ryhme that can  make people relaxed, 

happy, and cheerful.  

Song is differrent from a poem although both of that  creation have  some 

story inside. Song  provides  rhyme, theme, tone, and lyric. Every single word of 

the lyric keeps some phenomenon whether it is about  inspiration, motivation, 

love, or sadness. Song is a part of linguistic;  it is presented from the idea of the 

artist‟s message, presented from his experienced by heart sense. Song composers 

can make listener dance and melt with the lyrics and rhyme meanings. They 

involve listeners feeling to be influenced, motivated, sadness, and mostly 

inspiration. A song which is taken from the album of „Hotel California‟ contains 

mysterious story. A song entitled Hotel California is the only one song which is 

talking about the hotel until this modern era and be a greatest hits on 1969 with 

forty two millions copies. 

One of song interest is the lyrics which has deep meanings and unique 

words. The lyrics are wordings  made by a songwriter to express the emotions or 

situation. Most of the lyrics of the song have own complete sentence. Normally, 

the songwriters  compose a majestic phenomena into simple and meaningful song 

lyric without comprehensive sentences, as in song lyric of Hotel California  „on a 

dark desert highway, cool wind in my hair‟. There is no clear participant and 

process in that lyrics. „On a dark desert highway‟ can be meant „it is night in a 

desert highway‟, then „cool wind in my hair‟ can be restructured as „the wind is 

blowing in my hair‟. It implies that well formed sentences get easier to describe 

the meanings, but it does not define the whole meanings. 

In viewed of  Formal Approach Ann  Hewings and Martin Hewings, (2005: 

46) stated that a clear distinction is usually made between grammatical (sometimes 

called well-formed) sentences and ungrammatical sentences and their relationship 

to one another, rather than with their meaning or their uses in different contexts. It 

implies that formal approach focuses on how sentences structured. On the other 

side, functional grammar views language as a resourcee for making meanings 

(Gerrot and Wignell, 1995: 6). It implies that functional grammar describes 

language in actual use and so concern on texts and their contexts, not only with the 

structure but also how the structures construct meanings. The tendency of 

Indonesian culture teach language by structure and it influences to  misunderstand 

the meanings of language. People tend to study English structurally, better than 
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used language contextually. So, using functional grammar approach  will assist 

meaning of the clauses, which is making Indonesian easily to understand the 

clauses meaning. 

Language is functional, so study of language form alone cannot fully 

explain systemic language use (Halliday,1985: xii). In the perspectives of 

Systemic Functional Language, Halliday and Mathiessen (2014: 227) stated that 

transitivity is a system of the clause, affecting not only the verb serving as process 

but also participants and circumstances. It implies that transitivity proves 

participant, process, circumstances clearly and meaningfully. A song entitled 

„Hotel California‟ lyric cannot be analyzed without unknown meaning and the 

purpose of the song. By using analysis of transitivity hopefully can find the 

messages of the song, which  appropriates to the actual meaning. 

Processes are central to transitivity whereas circumstances and 

participants are incumbent upon the doings, happenings, feelings, and beings  

(Gerrot and Wignell, 1994: 55). 

Table 1.1  Example of Process   

I          had to  Stop for the night 

Subject Finite Predicator Adjunct  

Participant: Actor Process: Material Circumstances of Extent 

  

Table 1.2 Example of Process 

I          had to  Stop the car 

Subject Finite Predicator Complement 

Participant: Actor Process: Material Participant: Goal 

 

There are two example of processes above. Although  the clauses  has the 

same point on the process, but in transitivity it has different meaning. From the 

example above, the words „for the night‟ is circumstances , whereas „the car‟ is  

goal. On the first table, the process explains the feeling of tired. It means that the 

entity had to stop the journey and to take a rest a night. Meanwhile, on the 

second table explains about process of doing or action. It can be conclude that 

the entity is doing a process to something, that is stopping the car. Circumstance 

and  goal have different meanings. Even both have the same structure of words.  

Learning language is not merely a matter  of the sentence structures or clause but 

the more important things is how the language was formed correspond with the 

situation. Begin from  knowing the situation then who is involved; and what kind 

of process that affect to the situation. By  systemic functional language use,  the 

meaning will be conveyed  precisely and accurately correspond with the 
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contents. This  issue  interests to be further investigated  that is hoped to plug the 

void of previous research. 

 

2. RESEARCH METHOD 

This research is qualitative research which is conducted by collecting 

data, analyzing the data, and creating conclusion from the result of the data 

analysis. This research is conducted to describe the elements of the song lyrics 

based on its transitivity and to explain the realization of the ideational meaning in 

the song lyrics. The  object of the study is transitivity analysis from the album 

„Hotel California‟. The data of this research are all clauses of songs lyric in 

“Hotel California” viewed from functional grammar. The data source is 

document, which is taken from The Eagles Album “Hotel California” in e-

Rolling Stone  Magazine. In conducting the research, the researcher  takes the 

data source from video song that is the song lyrics of „Hotel California‟. The data 

of this research are collected  using observation and documentation. In analyzing 

the data, the research has stages, as follows:  to identify the elements of the song 

lyrics based on its transitivity, the writer refers to Lexicogrammar of Systemic 

Functional Linguistic (SFL) framework. To explain the realization of the 

ideational meanings in the song lyrics, the writer refers to the context used in the 

song lyrics of „Hotel California‟ on Systemic Funcional Linguistic (SFL) 

framework. 

 

3. RESEARCH FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

Based on the data analysis, the researcher found three elements of 

transitivity. Those are participants, processes, and circumstances. There are 14 

participants that found in the findings of song lyrics of „Hotel California‟: (1) 

actor, (2) goal, (3) behaver, (4) senser, (5) phenomenon, (6) sayer, (7) receiver, 

(8) verbiage, (9) token, (10) value, (11) carrier, (12) attribute, (13) existent, (14) 

client.  There are the participants of material process is the major occurred in the 

song lyrics. It is proven by 28 times occurrence or (28,6%). More than a quarter 

of the whole are represented by the actor, goal, and client, whereas there is no 

recipient here. It implies that many participants is dominated by the material 

process which shows doing processes. 

 

The next part is process, which has significance role in the data. There are 

seven types of processes: (1) material process, (2) behavioural process, (3) 

mental process, (4) verbal process, (5) relational process, (6) existential process, 

(7) meteorogical process. The top frequency of occurrence is material process. It 
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happens for 19 times (29,2%). It is much more than others, which is drawing the 

physically doing of the composer. It implies that the composer would like 

perform a real action the journey.  

The other elements are circumstantia elements. In the analysis of Song 

Lyrics of „Hotel California‟, the researcher found six circumstantial elements, 

such as location, extent, matter, manner, cause, accompaniment, and 

contingency. Location is containing place elements. It occurs 13 times in this 

analysis. The circumstance of Location is the most dominant element of the 

analysis. It implies that the composer wants to give the clear information about 

the setting of the process happened. 

The ideational meaning is about what‟s going on, and the environment 

happened around the phenomena. Based on the realization of  ideational meaning  

in the song lyrics of Hotel California, the researcher implies that Hotel California 

is a part of place to stay for The Eagles in th journey. It is a big and star Hotel in 

Los Angeles. The hotel brings the classical theme to serve the guest, it is shown 

by the litting up a candle to show the way of room for the guest. The guest is 

from high class lifestyle. Many glamorous and luxurious things in the hotel. It 

can be seen on part of lyrics Tiffany-twisted  and  Mercedes Benz.  Hotel 

California held the feast for greeting the guest in the courtyard of hotel. All the 

things melted into dancing in the summer. At least moment of realization, the 

party makes bad habit for physicology and healthy. They must return to the habit 

before. But unfortunately, the consciousness of the bad habit will always stay in 

the soul which is melting with the memorable moment in Hote California. 

4. CONCLUSION  

Beginning from the data, the researcher found that there are total 60 

clauses. Based on its transitivity, the writer divide into three elements that is 

called participants, processes, and circumstantial elements. There are 98 

participants exist in the data analysis. Those are actor, goal, behaver, senser, 

phenomenon, sayer, receiver, vebiage, token, value, carrier, attribute, existent, 

and client.  Whereas the participants recepient and target are no arise in the data 

analysis. Those exist participants is involved in processes. Totally, there are 

seven process occured in the data, namely material, behavioural, mental, verbal, 

relational, existential, and meteorogical process. It answers the expert theory of  

transitivity, exactly processes types. The third elements on transitivity is 

circumstance. It provides the situation in the data, in which was found for  five of 

nine circumstances. Those are circumstances of location, extent, manners, cause, 

and contingency. The ideational meaning is about what‟s going on, and the 

environment happened around the phenomena which can be seen through 
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transitivity elements. So, using transitivity will explain the realization of the 

ideational meanings in the song lyrics „Hotel California‟. 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 

Afrianto, et.al. 2014. Transitivity Analysis on Shakespeare’s Sonnets. IOSR Journal Of 

Humanities and Social Science (IOSR-JHSS), Vol. 19. Bandung: Universitas 

Padjajaran. 

 

Fontaine, Lise. 2013. Analysing English Grammar: A Systemic Functional Introduction. 

New York: Cambridge University Press. 

Gerrot, L. and Wignell. 1995. Making Sense of Functional Grammar. New South Wales: 

Gerd Stabler. 

Halliday, M.A.K. & Matthiessen, C.M.I.M. 2.014. Halliday’s  Introduction to 

Functional Grammar 4
th 

ed. New York: Routledge. 

Handayani, Erwik. 2008. A Syntactic Analysis of Transitivity in the Song Lyrics “Still 

Not Getting any” of Simple Plan Album (Functional Grammar Approach). 

Research Paper. Surakarta: Universitas Muhammadiyah Surakarta. 

 

Heidari, Laya D. 2014. Persuasive style and its realization through transitivity analysis: 

A SFL perspective. 14
th

 International Language, Literature and Stylistics 

Symposium. Iran: University Boulevard. 

Herlambang, Andri. 2007. Syntactic Analysis of English Construction of the News 

Headlines in the Jakarta Post. Research Paper. Surakarta: Universitas 

Muhammadiyah Surakarta 

 

Lock, Graham. 1996. Functional English Grammar: An Introduction for Second 

Language Teachers. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

 

Morley, David.2000. Syntax in Functional Grammar. London: Bloomsbury Publishing. 

 

Nguyen, T. 2012. Transitivity Analysis of Heroic Mother by Hoa Pham. International 

Journal of English  Linguistics, Vol. 2. Australia: University of Wollongong. 

 

Zheng, Shuyuan, et.al. 2014. Functional Stylistic Analysis: Transitivity in English-

Medium Medical. International Journal of English Linguistics, Vol. 4. China: 

Fourth Military Medical University. 

 



8 

 

VIRTUAL REFERENCEES 

 

http://www.rollingstone.com/search?q=HOTEL%20CALIFORNIA  

 

 

 

http://www.rollingstone.com/search?q=HOTEL%20CALIFORNIA

