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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

English now becomes an international communication language. It is used 

when people meet each others in every international meeting, such as conferences, 

treaty of countries, lecturing, and others. So, it becomes important for all people for 

learning English. In Indonesia, English becomes a foreign language. For many years, 

English has been taught at high schools in Indonesia. By teaching English, the 

government can acquire knowledge and technology to build this country. Richards 

(1985: 2) states that “in countries where English is not an official language it may 

still have a significant role to play. It may be an important school subject and it may 

be necessary to pass an examination in English to enter a university. It may be the 

language of certain courses at a university, or at least of a large percentage of the 

studemts‟ textbooks. It may be needed for people who work in tourism, and for some 

sections of the civil service”. 

In teaching and learning process of English, many aspects can affect the 

outcomes of students‟ learning. These aspects can emerge from the pre-teaching, 

while teaching and post teaching processes. All of the process are needed the 

teachers‟ role. The teachers should designthe syllabus, materials and teaching 

procedure in the classroom. Richards (2001: 1) argues that “teaching materials are 

key component in most language programs. Whether the teacher uses a textbook, 

institutional prepared material or make use of his or her own materials, instructional 

materials generally serve as the basis for much of the language input learners receive 

and the language practice that occurs in the classroom”. One of the materials in 

learning English is textbook. 

According to Cunningsworth (1984: 1), textbook is a book written by 

experienced and well-qualified people and the material contained in them is usually 
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carefully tested in pilot studies in actual teaching situations before publication. 

Textbook is used in the teaching learning process exactly in teaching English. 

Indonesia has been using textbook for many years in education. According to 

Hutchinson and Torres (1994: 317), textbooks provide input into classroom lessons 

in the form of texts, activities, explanations, and so on. Teachers and students will 

get benefits when textbook is used in teaching and learning process (Harmer, 2007: 

304).  

O‟Neill (1982: 104) added the reasons for the use of textbooks: Firstly, most 

parts of textbook materials are appropriate for students' needs, even if they are not 

especially designed for them. Secondly, they make it possible for students to plan for 

future learning and also review the previous materials or lessons. Thirdly, textbooks 

provide students with high quality materials at a reasonable price. Finally, suitable 

textbooks allow teachers to adapt and modify them to meet the learners' needs and 

also allow for natural interaction to happen. 

Actually, the teachers depend on the textbook. Textbook becomes an 

important thing in the class for teaching and learning process. A textbook means a 

created material designed as materials for teaching learning process in order to 

increase the learners‟ knowledge and experience. “Textbook are best seen as a source 

in achieving aims and objectives that have been set in terms of learner needs” 

(Cunningsworth, 1995: 7). Thus, textbook is one source of materials in teaching 

learning process. 

Tomlinson (1998: 7-21) gives good criteria of textbook. They are 1) 

Materials should achieve impact, 2) Materials should help learners to feel at ease, 3) 

Materials should help learners to develop confidence, 4) What is being taught should 

be perceived by learners as relevant and useful, 5) Materials should require and 

facilitate learner self-investment, 6) Learners must be ready to acquire the points 

being taught, 7) Materials should expose the learners to language in authentic use, 8) 

The learners‟ attention should be drawn to linguistic features of the input, 9) 

Materials should provide the learners with opportunities to use the target language to 

achieve communicative purposes, 10) Materials should take into account that the 
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positive effects of instruction are usually delayed, 11) Materials should take into 

account that learners differ in learning styles, 12) Materials should take into account 

that learners differ in affective attitudes, 13) Materials should permit a silent period 

at the beginning of instructions, 14) Materials should maximize learning potential by 

encouraging intellectual, aesthetic and emotional involvement which stimulates both 

right and left brain activities, 15) Materials should not rely too much on controlled 

practice, and 16) Materials should provide opportunities for outcome feedback.  

Selecting textbook is an important thing. A textbook should be suitable not 

only with curriculum but also for the students. In Indonesia itself, textbook becomes 

a controversial thing in education. Nowadays, many cases are reported that textbooks 

contain unsuitable content or text for the students. The society, especially the parents, 

are worried about this problem. And also the teachers sometimes realize that the 

content is not suitable for the students when they are teaching in the class.  

Based on phenomena, the researcher wants to conduct a research of good 

textbook by using Tomlinson‟s criteria of English textbook entitled “An Analysis of 

English Textbook Entitled „Bahasa Inggris‟ Based on Tomlinson‟s Theory”. This 

study is hoped to enrich standardized English textbooks and give better contribution 

of textbooks usage in teaching English, especially in Indonesia.   

B. Limitation of the Study 

The limitation of this research is the analysis of English textbook entitled 

Bahasa Inggris based on Tomlinson‟s theory. The textbook is based onthe 2013 

curriculum and it is for X grade of Senior High School. 

C. Problem Statement 

The research questions in this study are formulated as follows: 

1. Are the materials in the textbook compatible with Tomlinson‟s criteria? 

2. Do the materials in the textbook support students‟ language skill in English 

teaching learning process? 
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D. Objective of the Study 

This study is aimed to: 

1. investigate the compatibility of materials in the textbook based on 

Tomlinson‟s criteria, 

2. investigate whether the materials in the textbook support students‟ language 

skill or not in English teaching learning process. 

 

E. Significance of the Study 

There are two significance of this study: 

1. Theoretical Significance 

This study can become a reference for the other researcher who will 

conduct the relevant research. 

2. Practical Significance 

a. For English teacher 

The English teacher can select and use a good English textbook 

especially which is suitable for the students. And the teacher can 

review the textbook before he/ she uses it in the classroom. 

b. For the textbook publisher 

This study will serve as the foundation for designing of new materials 

that become more up to date and impressionistic for the students. It is 

important to develop this project because we will have the possibility 

to offer the students with more suitable materials according to their 

specific needs. 

c. For others 

This study will develop an understanding about the usage of textbook 

and its functions in many ways. This will help the others know and 

interested in studying English textbook.  
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F. Research Paper Organization 

The writer arranges the research paper into five chapters. Chapter Iis 

introduction. It contains the background of the study, the limitation of the study, 

problem statements, the objective of the study, the significance of the study, and 

research paper organization. 

Chapter II is review of related literature. This cahapter is divided into some 

parts. They are previous study, the notion of textbook, fucntion of textbook, the role 

oftextbook in teaching-learning process, textbook evaluation approach, criteria of 

good textbook, Tomlinson‟s theory, and English language skill. 

Chapter III is research method. This chapter has five parts. They are type of the 

study, object of the study, data and data source, method of collecting data, and 

technique for analyzingdata. 

Chapter IV is research finding. This research finding gives detail in the 

description of data, and the analysis of data. 

The last chapter is conclusion and suggestion.  

 


