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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Study 

Social injustice is a fair and just relation between the individual and society. This 

is measured by the explicit and tacit terms for the distribution of wealth, opportunities for 

personal activity and social privileges. In western swell as in older Asian cultures, the 

concept of social injustice has often referred to the process of ensuring that individuals 

fulfill their societal roles and receive what was their due from society. In the current 

global grassroots movements for social injustice, the emphasis has been on the breaking 

of unspoken barriers for social mobility, the creation of safety nets and economic justice. 

By the Virtue of such qualities, such a person is able to guide and rule. The 

distinctive qualities of a person with spiritual faculty are ambition, love for power, 

demonstration of courage or strength, fighting spirits, etc. Therefore, they are suitable for 

maintaining peace and order in society, and are able to defend the state. A person having 

the qualities of appetitive faculty will opt to undertake various physical labors. Such 

persons are full of bodily desires and always hanker after their satisfaction (Lindsay, 

1959; Barker, 1959). 

The concept justice, in Ambedkar’s view, is a problem not merely of distributing 

the material abundance among the people but basically a mode of life based on mutual 

respect and regard, a feeling of fellowship as equal members of society. Hence, the 

measure of social justice is not material progress, but the abundance and proliferation of 

human values among the people (Sativa, 1998). Hence, Ambedkar’s conception of justice 

is holistic and continuous process. He is more concerned with social transformation and 

development as it encompasses social justice to it. 

The social injustice issue happens in social life such in society. It is discussed too 

on literary area such as Sociology. Sociology itself means the study that deals with 

human’s life in the society (Saraswati, 2003, p. 2). Swingewood (in Faruk, 1994, p. 1) 

also states that sociology is a study on people in society and on the social process and the 

institution embedded on it. Therefore the basis of the understanding is the society thus 

sociological theory is the appropriate approach in this research. 
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Damono (1984, p. 2) confirms that the sociology of literature is an approach to 

literature that considered the social aspects of human beings. It means that sociology of 

literature associated of human life or social problem such as politics, law, religion, norms 

and value of society. So, literature is studied and analyzed based on the sociological 

perspective. 

Victor Marie Hugo was born on 26 February 1802. He is a poet, novelist, and 

dramatist in French. He becomes the one of the greatest and best popular French writers. 

He was well-known as the writer of novels Les Miserables, 1862, and Notre-Dame de 

Paris, 1831. Victor Hugo is son of Joseph Leopold Sigisbert Hugo and his mother Sophie 

Trebunche. His father, Joseph was a military officer who later served as a general under 

Napoleon. In the 1821, his mother died and in the same year, Hugo married Adele 

Foucher. Victor Hugo died in Paris on May 22, 1885. He received a hero’s funeral. His 

body lay in state beneath the Arc de Triomphe before burial in the Pantheon. 

Les Miserables is a novel written by Victor Hugo and first published in 1862 with 

France language by A. Lacroix, Verboeckhoven & Cie. Les Miserable is first edition and 

there many issues that consist of social injustice of law, human ambition, about love, and 

heroism. Les Miserables is the delineation of protest about social injustice toward France 

Government, about love, and about heroism in 19th century.  

Les miserables tells about Jean Valjean who was released from the jail, and 

through the kindness of Father Myriel, became a new man. He got a new name via 

association with Myriel and his clear kindness and generosity to others and gradually 

built a successful and prosperous life for himself with a renovation of the jet-work 

industry in Montreuil-surmer. One of his employees was although unknown to him-fired 

by the head mistress because of an illegitimate baby. Fantine went from one job to the 

other, finally she became a prostitute. From prostitute Fantine was in extremely poor 

health, however, and she was  died without ever looking her child again, even though 

Valjean had promised to get the child. After, retrieved Cosette from the evil Thenardiers 

whom Fantine had trusted to take care of the child. It began with 10 years of hiding, 

moved from place to place, stayed ahead of Javert. Seven or eight happy years were 

spending in a convent where Valjean worked with the gardener and Cosette attended the 

school for girls. Someday Cosette have met Marius. Marius was a college student who 
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has been raised by his grandfather after the old man had disowned his son-in-law for 

supporting Napoleon  Then, Cossete and Marius fell in love.  

In Paris, some issues such as politics, work, and various unsatisfactory conditions 

were gradually bringing a faction of workers and college students to the point of rebel. 

An insurrection took place; Marius joined in hoping to die since he would not be able to 

have Cosette. Valjean joined the insurrection because he believed he was losing Cosette’s 

love and because, although he hated him bitterly, he intended to try to protect Marius for 

Cosette. When the barricades were finally overtaken, Valjean helped Marius and escaped 

through the city sewers. Marius was unconscious and did not know who rescued him. 

When his health returns, he insisted once again on marrying Cosette, and this time the 

grandfather relents. Old wounds were at least partially healed. As Javert was also dead, it 

would seem that Cosette, Valjean, Marius and his grandfather could all form one happy 

family. Cosette and Marius married, but Valjean revealed the truth of himself to Marius 

who gradually banished him from even seeing Cosette.  

There are four reasons why the researcher is interested to analyze the novel. The 

first, Les Miserables has good quality. There are many people who are interested in 

reading and giving the response or critic. The novel also tells about story about social 

injustice in France Government before France revolutionary and easy to understand. The 

author does not use the difficult words or language to deliver his idea. Then, in this novel 

the author gives the moral message that the person has to understand and brave about 

social law in around us. 

The second, Les Miserable has an interesting story about the social injustice, love 

and the problem in France Government at France Revolution. Hugo tells the story by 

Jean Valjean who is spending nineteen years in jail and in the galleys for stealing a loaf 

of bread and for several attempts to escape, is finally released, but his past keeps haunting 

him.  In his journey to find about “justice” and her regret, he helps a woman who did 

prostitution; she is Fantine. She also helps her daughter, Cosette. Based on the public 

responses, there are many people who are interested in reading Les Miserable. Third 

reason; Les Miserable is a novel by Victor Hugo that is different with another novel. This 
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novel takes about protest about France Government in story around the Revolution. He 

also wrote the novel during seventeen years. Novel that adapts  about issue Government 

is rarely, so it is different from other novels. The last reason is Hugo describes the 

character, setting, plot, style, and point of view in the Les Miserable clearly. Hugo takes 

some characters that have different personality in this novel. They also have different 

background. The setting in Les Miserable is also interesting, it happens in one country, is 

France. Hugo used the language that is easy to understand. So the readers who read this 

novel can understand the story of the novel. 

Based on the illustration about Jean Valjean’s finding the justice of law in social 

government in France and the protest about social injustice in France, the researcher is 

interested in analyzing the novel with the title: CRITICISM OF SOCIAL INJUSTICE 

REFLECTED IN VICTOR HUGO’S LES MISERABLES (1862):  A 

SOCIOLOGICAL APPROACH.  

B. Problem Statement 

Considering the background above, the main problem in this research is “How 

Criticism of Social Injustice reflected in Victor Hugo’s Les Miserables?” Based on the 

problem statement above the writer formulated the research questions are as follows: 

1. What are the characteristics of Social Injustice? 

2. What are the causes of Social Injustice? 

3. What is the impact of Social Injustice in France Revolutionary? 

4. Why did Victor Hugo address Social Injustice in his novel? 

C. Limitation of the Study 

In this research, the research focuses on analyzing Social Injustice in Victor Hugo 

novel Les Miserables based on Sociological Approach. 

D. Objectives of the Study 

Dealing with the problem statement above, the writer formulates the objectives of 

the study are as follows: 

1. To identify the characteristics of Social Injustice using Sociological Approach. 

2. To classify Social Injustice in Victor Hugo novel Les Miserables. 
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3. To describe the causes of Social Injustice which is illustrated in Victor Hugo’s Les 

Miserables? 

4. To describe the impact of Social Injustice towards the main character in the novel Les 

Miserables. 

E. Benefits of the Study 

After analyzing the problem, thus research is expected to give some benefits of 

the study as follows: 

1. Theoretical Benefit 

Theoretically benefit from the study is to give novel contribution on literary 

knowledge to the reader and next researcher, especially the literary study of Les 

Miserable novel by Victor Hugo. 

2. Practical Benefit 

The study is expected to enrich the knowledge and experience of the researcher 

and other students especially in Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta in literary 

studies. 

F. Research Paper Organization 

The research paper organization of “CRITICISM OF SOCIAL INJUSTICE 

REFLECTED IN VICTOR HUGO IN LES MISERABLES (1862):  A 

SOCIOLOGICAL APPROACH” is as follows: Chapter 1 is introduction which 

presents Background of the Study, Problem Statement, Limitation of the Study, Objective 

of the Study, Benefit of the Study, and the last is Research Paper Organization. Chapter II 

is Literature Review which consists of Underlying Theory that presents Notion of Social 

Injustice, Characteristics of Social Injustice, Causes of Social Injustice, Impact of Social 

Injustice, Sociology of Literature, Types of Sociological Theory and Previous Study. 

Chapter III is Research Method that discusses about Type of the Study, Object of the 

Study, Type of the Data and the Data Source, Technique of Data Collection, and 

technique of Data Analysis. Chapter IV is analysis of Les Miserables novel consists of 

the Main Findings and Discussion. Chapter V contains of conclusion, suggestion of the 

research and pedagogical implication. 

 


