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The novel written by Victor Hugo. The novel was published in 1862 in France. 

The story told about Jean Valjean who was released from the jail, and through the 

kindness of Father Myriel, became a new man. He got a new name via association with 

Myriel and his clear kindness and generosity to others and gradually built a successful 

and prosperous life for himself with a renovation of the jet-work industry in Montreuil-

surmer. One of his employees was although unknown to him-fired by the head mistress 

because of an illegitimate baby. Fantine went from one job to the other, finally she 

became a prostitute. From prostitute Fantine was in extremely poor health, however, and 

she was  died without ever looking her child again, even though Valjean had promised to 

get the child. After, retrieved Cosette from the evil Thenardiers whom Fantine had trusted 

to take care of the child. It began with 10 years of hiding, moved from place to place, 

stayed ahead of Javert. Seven or eight happy years were spending in a convent where 

Valjean worked with the gardener and Cosette attended the school for girls. Someday 

Cosette have met Marius. Marius was a college student who has been raised by his 



grandfather after the old man had disowned his son-in-law for supporting Napoleon  

Then, Cossete and Marius fell in love.  

In Paris, some issues such as politics, work, and various unsatisfactory conditions 

were gradually bringing a faction of workers and college students to the point of rebel. 

An insurrection took place; Marius joined in hoping to die since he would not be able to 

have Cosette. Valjean joined the insurrection because he believed he was losing Cosette’s 

love and because, although he hated him bitterly, he intended to try to protect Marius for 

Cosette. When the barricades were finally overtaken, Valjean helped Marius and escaped 

through the city sewers. Marius was unconscious and did not know who rescued him. 

When his health returns, he insisted once again on marrying Cosette, and this time the 

grandfather relents. Old wounds were at least partially healed. As Javert was also dead, it 

would seem that Cosette, Valjean, Marius and his grandfather could all form one happy 

family. Cosette and Marius married, but Valjean revealed the truth of himself to Marius 

who gradually banished him from even seeing Cosette.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 



 


