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IMPLICATURE OF REQUEST EXPRESSIONS IN ANIMATION MOVIE 

SCRIPT ENTITLED FINDING NEMO 

 

ABSTRAK 

 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menjelaskan strategi dari kalimat permintaan, 

implikatur dari kalimat permintaan dan pelanggaran maxim dari kalimat permintaan 

tersebut. Penelitian ini merupakan penelitian deskriptif kualitatif. Data yang 

digunakan dalam penelitian ini adalah semua ekspresi kalimat permintaan yang ada 

dalam naskah film berjudul Finding Nemo. Dalam pengumpulan data, penulis 

menggunakan teknik dokumentasi dan observasi. Hasil penelitian ini menunjukkan 

bahwa: 1) Dari 122 ekspresi permintaan dapat dibagi menjadi tujuh macam strategi 

permintaan. Terdapat 19 data atau 15,6% yang menggunakan strategi Hints, 18 data 

atau 14,7% menggunakan ability/willingness, 2 data atau 1,6% menggunakan 

suggestory formulae, 3 data atau 2,5% menggunakan wishes, 4 data atau 3,3% 

menggunakan desires/needs, 22 data atau 18% menggunakan obligation dan  54 data 

atau 44,3% menggunakan imperatives, 2) Dari 22 jumlah data, terdapat 1 data yang 

termasuk dalam implikatur konvensional (4,5%) dan 21 data yang termasuk ke dalam 

implikatur percakapan (95,5%), 3) Dari 21 data yang termasuk dalam implikatur 

percakapan, terdapat 14 data yang melanggar maxim. Terdapat 5 data yang 

melanggar maxim quantity (35,8%), 7 data melanggar maxim quality (50%), 1 datum 

melanggar maxim relevance (7,1%), dan 1 datum melanggar maxim manner (7,1%). 

 

Kata kunci: ekspresi permintaan, strategi permintaan, implikatur, pelanggaran 

maxim. 
 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

This study aimed to describe the form of request strategies, the implicature of the 

request expressions and the maxim violation of request expressions used in Finding 

Nemo movie.This research belongs to descriptive qualitative research. The data are 

all of the request expressions in Finding Nemo manuscript. The way to collect the 

data, the writer uses documentation and observation toward the Finding Nemo 

movie. The results of the research show that: 1) From 122 request expressions that 

found in this research, those can be divided into seven request strategies: there are 

19 data or 15,6% of hints, 18 data or 14,7% of ability/willingness, 2 data or 1,6% of 

suggestory formulae, 3 data or 2,5% of wishes, 4 data or 3,3% of desires/needs, 22 

data or 18% of obligation and 54 data or 44,3% of imperatives, 2) From 22 numbers 

data, there are  1 datum of conventional implicature (4,5%) and 21 data that belong 

to conversational implicature (95,5%), 3) From 21 data of conversational 

implicature, there are 14 data that violate the maxim. There are 5 data that violate 

the maxim of quantity (35,8%), 7 data violates the maxim of quality (50%), 1 datum 

violates the maxim of relevance (7,1%), and 1 datum violates the maxim of manner 

(7,1%). 

 

Keywords: request expressions, request strategies, implicature, maxim violation. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Request is one of the kinds of speech act. Request is an utterance that people 

ask something to someone. Request can be divided into two that are direct request 

and indirect request. Request falls into the group of directives which according to 

Searle (1979) is an attempt by the speaker to get the hearer to do something. They 

may be very modest attempts as when the speaker invites the hearer to do it, or they 

may be very fierce attempts as when the speaker insists that the hearer do it.  

Request expressions can be found in the script movie. One of the movie’s 

title is Finding Nemo. The writer chooses Finding Nemo for her research object 

because the writer is interested with the story in this movie.  The utterances in this 

movie are simple and easy to understand.  In Finding Nemo,the writer finds many 

kinds of utterances. One of the major utterances in this movie is request expressions. 

Through the expression of request, the actors can ask something to the other. Request 

is used by someone to make the other doing something which the people said. In this 

movie there are many strategies to express the request. Trosborg (1995) classifies 

requests into four major categories, involving eight sub-strategies.  

Related with the using of request expression in this movie, the writer also 

finds implicatures of utterances. Implicature is the act of meaning or implying one 

thing by saying something else, or the object of that act. Besides implicature can also 

be defined as a process of interpretation according to the context.  In this research, 

the writer interests to study about the implicatures and the request strategies of 

request expressions. 

Before this research, there are many previous studies, such by Sari 

(2007).The aim of the study is to describe the request strategies, maxims and the 

implicature in A Raisin in The Sun. The writer uses three steps for analyzing the data 

that are classified the databased on the request strategies, described  the data based 

on the maxims, and the last is described the implicatures of the data. The findings of 

this research:  there are five request strategies are applied by the characters, the 

analysis of the maxim of manner is impossible to be done and most of the request 

expressions have implicature. 
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The second researcher is Rifa’i (2015) conducted the research which 

usesubtitles of Divergent movie as the data source. The aims of this study are  to 

know what strategies are used in request acts in conversation in movie entitled 

Divergent and to know how formal patterns of the request strategy as employed in 

the conversation occurring in the movie entitled Divergent. The result of this study: 

in mood derivable strategy found 160 structure applied positive verbal pattern, 6 

structure applied negative verbal pattern; 1 utterance in explicit performative applied 

positive verbal pattern; in hedged performative found 1 structure applied WH-

question, 1 structure applied question tag, 1 structure applied positive verbal pattern 

(if-clause); in obligation statement strategy found 16 structure applied positive verbal 

pattern, 1 structure applied negative verbal pattern; in want statement strategy found 

5 structure applied positive verbal sentence, 2 utterance applied negative verbal 

pattern; in suggestory formulae strategy found 12 structures applied positive verbal 

pattern, 7 structures applied negative verbal pattern; in query preparatory found 4 

structures applied positive verbal pattern; in strong hints strategy found 3 utterances 

applied positive nominal pattern, 2 utterances applied positive verbal pattern; in mild 

hints strategy found 5 structures applied positive verbal pattern, 2 structures applied 

positive nominal pattern, and 1 structure applied negative verbal pattern. 

The benefit of this research consists of practical benefit and theoretical 

benefit. Practically, this research can give more information about the request 

strategies that used in Finding Nemo movie for the researcher and the readers. After 

read this research, the readers know the implicatures of some utterances in the movie 

especially in the request expressions. Theoretically, this research become an 

additional reference for the next researchers who conduct a research about 

pragmatics study especially in request expression. 

 

2. RESEARCH METHOD 

The type of research is descriptive qualitative. The writer chooses descriptive 

qualitative because in this research the writer wants to describe the request strategies, 

to explain the implicatures and to mention and describe the maxims are violated of 

the data source. In this research, the object of the study is the request expressions in 
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animation movie script entitled Finding Nemo. The data are all of the request 

expressions in Finding Nemo manuscript. The data source is the document taken 

from animation movie entitled Finding Nemo and its script. 

In collecting the data the writer uses documentation and observation 

techniques with the following steps: first, looking for the manuscript. Second is 

downloading the manuscript. Third is seeing the movie. Fourth, searching all of the 

request expressions in Finding Nemo. Fifth, typing all of the request expressions in 

Finding Nemo. Sixth, identifying all of the request expressions according to the 

Trosborg’s theory of request strategy. The last is categorizing data based on the 

category of direct request and  indirect requests on the theory of Trosborg. In 

technique of analyzing data, the writer uses Trosborg’s theory about the request 

strategy and Grice’s theory about cooperative principle. The procedures of this 

technique are: 1) Describing the request strategies using Trosborg’s theory, 2) 

Describing the implicature using Grice’s theory, 3) Describing the maxims violation 

of the data according to Grice’s theory and 4) Drawing conclusion of this research. 

 

3. RESEARCH FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

This part deals with some findings obtained from all data analyzes. These 

findings are based on the problem statements of the research. They are covering the 

request strategies, the implicature, and the maxim violation of the request 

expressions in the animation movie script entitled Finding Nemo. 

The researcher analyzes the request expressions by using the theory from 

Trosborg. There are four types of request that are indirect request, hearer-oriented 

conditions, speaker-oriented condition and direct request. Indirect request employs 

the request strategy of hints. Hearer-oriented conditions employ the request strategies 

of ability/willingness and suggestory formulae. Speaker-oriented conditions employ 

the request strategies of wishes and desires/need. The last, direct request employs the 

request strategies of obligation, performatives and imperatives. 
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Table 1. Request Expressions 

No Request Expressions Amount Percentage 

1. Indirect Request 19 15,6% 

2. Hearer-oriented Condition 20 16,4% 

3. 

 

Speaker-oriented 

Condition 

 

7 5,7% 

4. Direct Request 76 62,3% 

 Total 122 100% 

 

From the table 1 above, the researcher finds that from 122 data of request 

expressions in Finding Nemo script, most of them are in the form of direct request. 

Direct request in this script are 76 data (62,3%). The fewest is speaker-oriented 

conditions, it has 7 data or 5,7%. Indirect request have 19 data from 122 request 

expression or 15,6%. Hearer-oriented condition have 20 data or 16,4%. From the 

result above the dominant of the request expressions are direct request. It has more 

than a half of the amount of the data. 

        Table 2. Request Strategies 

No

. 
Request Strategies 

The numbers of request 

strategies 
Percentage 

1. Hints 19 15,6% 

2. Ability/Willingness 18 14,7% 

3. 
Suggestory 

Formulae 
2 1,6% 

4. Wishes 3 2,5% 

5. Desires/Needs 4 3,3% 

6. Obligation 22 18% 

7. Performatives 0 0% 

8. Imperatives 54 44,3% 

 Total 122 100% 
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Table 2 show the amount of each request strategy. The most dominant is 

imperatives, there are 54 data or 44,3% of this request strategy. For the fewest 

request strategy is Suggestory Formulae, only 2 request expressions or 1,6 % that 

employ this request strategy. Based on the table above, the request strategy of 

performatives cannot be found in this research. It happens because there is no request 

expression that use a performative verbs such as ask, request, etc. In the script of 

Finding Nemo, the characters use the request strategy of imperatives more dominant 

than the other request strategies because they want to state their request directly.  

The second research finding is the implicature of request expressions. Here, there 

are two kinds of implicature; conventional implicature and conversational 

implicature. The conversational implicature consists of two; particularized 

conversational implicature and generalized conversational implicature. They are 

presented in the following table: 

Table 3.Implicature of Request Expressions 

No Implicature Amount Percentage 

1. Conventional Implicature 1 4,5% 

2. 
Particularized 

Conversational Implicature 
15 68,2% 

3. 
Generalized Conversational 

Implicature 
6 27,3% 

 TOTAL 22 100% 
 

From the analysis of 122 data of request expressions, the researcher finds 22 

request expressions that have implicatures. The rest of them (100 data) have no 

implicature because the meanings of the request expressions are same with what the 

speaker says. There are 1 datum or 4,5% belongs to Conventional Implicature. The 

rest of the data are conversational implicature, there are 21 data (95,5%). These data 

of conversational implicature divided into two, there are 15 data (68,2%) belong to 

particularized conversational implicature and 6 data (27,3%) belong to generalized 

conversational implicature. 

The violation of maxim can be occurred if the utterance belongs to 

conversational implicature. After analyzing the implicature of request expressions, 
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the researcher finds that there are 21 data belong to conversational implicature. It 

means that the data that have an opportunity to violate the maxim only 21 data.  

Table 4. Maxim Violation 

No Maxim Violation Amount Percentage  

1. Maxim Quantity 5 35,8% 

2. Maxim Quality 7 50% 

3. Maxim Relevance 1 7,1% 

4. Maxim Manner 1 7,1% 

 TOTAL 14 100% 

 

The table above show that the violation of maxim happens in all of the maxim. 

From 14 data that violate the maxims, the violation of maxim quality is the most. 

There are 7 data or 50% that violate this maxim. There are 5 data or 35,8% that 

violate the maxim of quality. The amount of data that violate the maxim of manner is 

same with the violation of maxim of relevance. From 14 data, only 1 datum or 7,1% 

that violates the maxim of relevance and manner. The violation of the two maxims 

happens in the same number of the data.  

Table 5. Relation of Request Strategies, Implicature and Maxim 

Violation 

Request 

Strategies 

Amount of data that belongs to 
Amount of the data that violate 

the maxim Conventi

onal 

Implicatu

re 

Conversational 

Implicature 

Particulari

zed 

Conversati

onal 

Implicatur

e 

Generalize

d 

Conversati

onal 

Implicatur

e 

Qua

ntit

y 

Quali 

ty 

Releva

nce 

Mann

er 

Hints 1 14 4 5 6 1 1 

Ability/Willin

gness 
- - - - - - - 
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Suggestory 

Formulae 
- 1 - - 1 - - 

Wishes - - 2 - - - - 

Desires/Needs - - - - - - - 

Obligation - - - - - - - 

Performatives - - - - - - - 

Imperatives - - - - - - - 

 

After analyzing the finding in the Finding Nemo script, the researcher finds the 

request expressions. The table 5 above show that the request expressions can be 

divided into eight request strategies. The one of the request strategy is Hints. Hints 

belong to indirect request. Hints are use by the speakers if they want to state their 

requests implicitly. From the finding above, the researcher finds that the most 

dominant of request expressions that employ the request strategy of Hints belong to 

the conversational implicature, there are 18 data. It happens because to understand 

the intention of the speakers who use a request strategy of hints, the hearer needs a 

context.  There is 1 datum of hints strategy that belongs to conventional implicature, 

it can be happened because the request expression has implicature that can be 

understood from the grammatical form.  

From the table above, the researcher can conclude that the data that can violate 

the maxim are the data which belong to the conversational implicature. The most of 

data of Hints belong to the conversational implicature, so the data of hints have 

opportunity bigger than the other request strategies to violate the maxim. The other 

request strategies that have opportunity to violate the maxim are suggestory formulae 

and wishes. Based on the finding above, there are three request strategies that belong 

to conversational implicature. It means that only the three of request strategies which 

can violate the maxim. The most impossible data which violate the maxim is the data 
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of direct request. It is because from the table 5 above there is no direct request which 

have implicature.  

 From the analyzing above, the relation between request strategies, implicature 

and maxim violation are if the request expression belongs to indirect request, it has 

the biggest opportunity to violate the maxim because most of the indirect request 

belongs to conversational implicature. The data which can violate the maxim are 

only the data that belongs to conversational implicature. 

 

4. CLOSING 

Based on the data analysis and discussion, the researcher draws conclusion 

that there are 122 request expressions in this research and the most of the data 

employ the request strategy of imperatives. In this research, there is no datum that 

employs the request strategy of performatives. The most utterances that belong to 

conversational implicature are the request expressions of hints strategy. In this 

research, the writer also concludes that the maxim violation can happen only in the 

data that belong to the conversational implicature. Based on the finding above, the 

potentially data that can violate the maxim are the data that employ the request 

strategy of Hints. It is because most of the data of Hints belong to the conversational 

implicature. The other request strategies that have opportunity in violation the maxim 

are suggestory formulae and wishes. 

The researcher hopes this research can give more information for the students 

in their study in pragmatics subject especially about the request strategies, 

implicature and maxim violation. For the lecturers of linguistic major, the writer 

waits any suggestions for her about this research. For the next researchers, the writer 

hopes that this research gives inspiration and guidance for further researchers to be 

more careful in doing research, so that it is being better than this.   
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