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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Study 

 Every people in this world need to communicate with others, or even 

communicate with their God. Human as a social creature always uses utterances 

to talk or communicate with others, to get information, to share information, to 

maintain relationship with other people, or to make the other people do 

something for them. Every utterance has a meaning and certain purposes. 

However, some people usually do not say directly what they want to say. They 

use the other words or utterances to make the hearer do something or to make 

them recognize their purposes. According to Thomas (2013:1) people can mean 

something different from what their words say. They do not always say what 

they mean. 

 Meanwhile, Mey (2001:6) states that pragmatics studies the use of language 

in human communication as determined by the condition of society. Pragmatics 

is also related to linguistics, as we know that pragmatics is one of linguistics’ 

scopes. Linguistics consists of several elements such as phonology, morphology, 

syntax, semantics and pragmatics. However, in this research the writer is 

interested to analyze one of the linguistic aspects called “pragmatics”. Yule 

(1996:3) states that “pragmatics is concerned with the study of meaning as 

communicated by a speaker (or writer) and interpreted by a listener or (reader)”. 

Every utterance has a unique physical event created at a particular point in time 

for a particular communicative purpose. It means that each utterance has a 

meaning. Utterances can be spoken or written so the writer or the speaker makes 

utterances to show or to make the listener or reader find what they actually mean. 

In addition, according to Peccei (1992:2) pragmatics focuses on some aspects of 

meaning that cannot be predicted directly by using linguistic knowledge and it 

takes into account knowledge about the physical and social world.  

 The other definition of pragmatics comes from Searle, Kiefer, & Bierwisch 

(1980:vii) “pragmatics is one of those words (societal and cognitive are others) 
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that gives the impression that something quite specific and technical is being 

talked about when often in fact it has no clear meaning”. From several 

definitions above the writer concludes that pragmatics is a study to interpret the 

meaning of utterances which influenced by situational and context. 

  There are several scopes of pragmatics such as deixis, implicature, 

presupposition, politeness and speech act. Speech act is the action performed by 

producing utterances (Yule, 1996:48).  Speech act consists of three related acts, 

they are:  locutionary act, illocutionary act, and perlocutionary act. Locutionary 

act is the basic utterance, or producing meaningful linguistic expression, 

illocutionary act is the communicative force of the utterances or simply it is 

speaker meaning through the utterances, and perlocutionary act is the effect 

intended after producing the utterance. Illocutionary act is divided into five 

categories they are declaration, representatives, expressive, comissives, and 

directives. 

Directive utterance is type of speech acts in which the speakers use to get 

somebody to do something. There are several types of directive utterances such 

as ordering, commanding, prohibiting, requesting, suggesting etc.  Kreidler 

(1998:189) states that “directive utterances are those in which the speaker tries 

to get the addressee to perform some act or refrain from performing an act”. 

Thus a directive utterance has the pronoun you as actor, whether that word is 

actually present in the utterance or not.  According to Yule (1996:54) directive 

means the utterances that speaker uses to get someone else to do something and 

express the speaker wants. It means that directive utterance is a part of speech 

acts which is used to make people do something that the speaker or writer wants 

in the future. 

  Utterances usually can be found in a novel, short story, movie and holy 

qur’an. In this research the writer is interested to analyze the utterances found in 

holy qur’an surah al mu’minoon.  holy qur’an is the holy book of muslim. There 

are a lot of utterances that can be analyzed using pragmatic theory especially 

speech act. Surah Al- Mu’minun is surah on chapter 23, this surah explains 
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about how God gives human (muslim) a lot of fortune in their live, a part of the 

surah also contains some advices upon different fields of life, and some 

encouragements to prayer, almsgiving, trust, and considering Allah. The last part 

of this surah contains invitation to the people to accept and follow the message 

of the holy prophet and the whole content in this surah. 

This is the example of directive utterance that the writer found in  Holy 

Qur’an chapter Al- Mu’minun (23:23): 

And We had certainly sent Noah to his people, and he said, “O my people, 

worship Allah; you have no deity other than Him; then will you not fear 

Him?”(QS Al- Mu’minun :23) 

The utterances “O my people, worship Allah” is included directive speech 

act, especially commanding utterances. In this utterance, Prophet Noah 

commanded to his people to worship Allah, because Allah is one and only God 

in this world. The pragmalinguistic forms of utterances above includes into 

conventional indirect (CI) command. According to Blum-kulka (1987) 

Conventional indirect is a command which contained command form, but it is 

added by supporting sentence or utterance in order to decrease the directness. 

Usually these command level has additional information / supportive sentence 

which following command in order to make commands did not sound too strong. 

They can be stated before or after command uttered. Supportive sentence / 

additional information can be contained of; modality, address or first name (FN), 

and making good impression.  

  There are several reasons why the writer is interested to analyze directive 

utterances found in Holy Qur’an especially in chapter Al Mu’minun. Firstly, 

because there are a lot of utterances that can be analyzed using pragmatic theory 

especially speech acts. In the Holy Qur’an, there are a lot of God’s commands 

for human who want to obey the rules or who does not want to obey the rules. 

Secondly, by using directive utterances people will understand about speaker’s 

intention to their desire or the purpose what they actually want. 
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Based on the explanation above, the writer is interested to analyze directive 

utterances found in chapter al- mu’minun entitled, “A PRAGMATIC 

ANALYSIS OF DIRECTIVE UTTERANCES FOUND IN HOLY QUR’AN 

CHAPTER AL- MU’MINUN”. 

B. Limitation of the Study 

 In this research the writer limits the research on the analysis of speech act 

focuses on directive utterances. The objectives of this research are to examine 

the pragmalinguistic form and the intention of directive utterances found in Holy 

Qur’an chapter 23 Al- Mu’minun. The researcher analyzes speech act on 

directive utterances by using Yule’s theory and develops in the analysis of 

pragmalinguistic forms.  

C. Problem Statement 

 From the background of the study the writer finds some problems then 

formulated as follows: 

1. What are the pragmalinguitics forms of directive utterances found in  Holy 

Qur’an particularly on chapter 23 Al- Mu’minun? 

2. What are the intentions of directive utterances in Holy Qur’an particulary 

on chapter 23 Al- Mu’minun? 

D. Objective of the Study 

 According to the problem statements above, the writer defines some 

objectives as follows: 

1. To examine the pragmalinguitics forms of directive utterances used in 

Holy Qur’an chapter 23 Al- Mu’minun. 

2. To describe the intentions of directive utterances in Holy Qur’an chapter 

23 Al- Mu’minun. 

E. Benefit of the Study 

The writer expects this study has some benefits, such as: 

1. Theoretical Benefit 

 The writer expects this study can give inspiration to those who would 

like to do similar research in the future, and also to enrich the source of 
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linguistics especially in pragmatics which discusses about directive 

utterances. 

2. Practical Benefit 

a. For the Reader 

 This study is expected to help the readers to understand the meaning 

of some utterances in Holy Qur’an particularly on chapter 23 Al- 

Mu’minun. 

b. For the Other Researcher 

 This study can help the other researchers to add their references and 

improve their understanding related to linguistics especially in pragmatic 

aspect speech act analysis directive utterances. 

 

 


