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COURAGE OF ALEXIA DE VERE REFLECTED IN SIDNEY SHELDON’S THE TIDES 

OF MEMORY (2013): A FEMINIST APPROACH 

ABSTRAK 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menjelaskan keberanian Alexia De Vere sebagai tokoh utama 

dalam novel The Tides of Memory(2013) karya Sidney sheldon’s menggunakan pendekatan 

Feminism. Novel The Tides of Memory (2013) dianalisis dengan mengacu pada dua objek, 

diantaranya: pertama, analisis berdasarkan structural elemen pada novel, dan yang 

keduayaituanalisis courage menggunakan pendekatan Feminism. Penelitian ini menggunakan 

pendekatan kualitatif.Penelitian ini menggunakan dua sumber data: pertama, novel The Tides of 

Memory novel (2013) karya Sidney Sheldon’s sebagai sumber data utama. Kedua,sumber data 

diambil dari buku, biografi penulis, jurnal, sumber internet yang berhubungan dengan 

penelitian. Dua jenis data diperoleh melalui perpustakaan yang dianalisis menggunakan analisa 

deskriptif.Berdasarkan penelitian, peneliti menyimpulkan beberapa kesimpulan.Pertama yaitu 

structural elemen pada novel yang diperoleh melalui karakter dan karakerisasi, setting tempat 

dan waktu, plot, sudut pandang, dan tema yang tersusun menjadi satu dalam novel.Kedua, 

berdasarkan pendekatan Feminism yang  partisipasi wanita, peran wanita, hak wanita,  posisi 

wanita,dan keberanian yang dimiliki tokoh utama dalam menghadapi bahaya dari masa lalunya 

dalam novel  The Tides of Memory(2013). 

Kata Kunci:Keberanian, structural elemenpada novel, pendekatan Feminism. 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

This study has purposed to describe the courage of  Alexia De Vere as the main character in the 

novel The Tides of Memory (2013) by Sidney Sheldon's using Feminism approach. The Tides of 

Memory (2013) novel analyzed with reference to two objects, such as: first, the analysis is based 

on a novel structural element, and the second is courage analysis based on Feminist approach. 

This study used a qualitative approach. This study uses two data sources: first, the novel The 

novel Tides of Memory (2013) Sidney Sheldon's works as the main data source. Second, the data 

source is taken from the book, author biographies, journals, Internet resources related  to the 

research. Two types of data taken from libraries were analyzed using descriptive analysis. Based 

on the study, researchers concluded some conclusions. First, the structural elements of the novel 

gained through character and characterization, setting the place and time, plot, point of view, 

and the theme is arranged into a novel. Second, based on the approach Feminism is the 

participation of women, the women’s role, women's rights, the position of women, and courage 

on the main character in the face of danger from his past in The Tides of Memory novel (2013). 

 

Keywords: Courage, structural elements of the novel, Feminist approach. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

The Tides of Memory novel is an interesting novel. This novel are interesting to 

be read and to be a research object. As far as the researcher concerns, the researcher on 

The Tides of Memory novel has been conducted by the student in the world. 

The Tides of Memory novel take place in New York and Oxford. The story begin 

with British society, especially among politicans were surprised by the decision of the 

English prime minister Henry Whittman when lifting Alexia new interior minister. 

Controversial news career paths become a source of breaking news, especially because 

the figure of Alexia renowned as a highly unpopular in the world of politics. 

The issues of Courage the main character in The Tides of memory novel (2013) is 

reflected very well. The major character named Alexia De Vere, born in New York as a 

child of Gilletti’s. Alexia is a wild girl troublemakers at home, then his parents decided to 

send him to Camp Williams. This is where the danger comes early in his life, starting 

from the tragedy of the sinking of Nicholas Handmeyer, a seven-year-old boy's favorite 

Toni Gilletti.  

After that the story moves in Oxfordshire, Alexia De Vere elected as home 

secretary, the second most important person in the country.but  everything did not go 

smoothly, starting with her daughter Roxie who hated him. Things began to 

uncontrollably when a man from his past want revenge, attempted to destroy careers, 

friends and family. 

The Tides of Memory Novel is an interesting novel. The Tides of Memory novel is 

an interesting novel. This novel are interesting to be read and to be a research object. As 

far as the researcher concerns, the researcher on The Tides of Memory novel has been 

conducted by the student in the world. 

The first research is written by Lilis Prastiwi on 2015 with title “A Courage, 

Victory, and Triumph reflected in Danielle Steel’s Winners novel (2013): A Humanistic 

Approach. This study is proposed to reveal how courage, victory, and triumph reflected 

in Winners (2013) novel by Danielle Steel. The object of this study are to analyze 

courage, victory, and triumph according to the Winners(2013) novel by Danielle Steel’s. 

This research belongs to qualitative research. The primary data of this research is 

Winners (2013) novel by Danielle Steel, while the secondary data of this research is other 
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source related to the study, such as: virtual sources and other printed materials that 

support this research. 

A. Problem Statement 

The main problem of this study is “How is  courage of Alexia to manage her 

life from aperson who want to destroy her”. 

 

B. Limitation of The study 

To focus on the study, the researcher needs to limit the study. The researcher is 

going to describe courage of Alexia reflected in The Tides of Memory novel using 

feminist approach. 

 

C. Underlying Theory 

This chapter deals with the theory underlying the researcher presents the theories 

that support for analyzing a courageof Alexia in The Tides of Memory novel by 

Sidney Sheldons. This theory consists of Feminism theory, which is appropriate to 

analyze the problem in The Tides of Memory novel. 

 

1. Notion of Feminism 

Feminist is a way to identify individuals who supported not merely an 

increased public role for women, but also women’s right, private, position, and 

participation, even broadened into political, cultural, economic, social, and ethical 

dimension to find themselves as autonomous beings (Mandell, 1995: 4).  

 

2. Major principle of Feminism 

The liberal feminism consist of some major issues : women’s position, 

women’s role, women’s participation, and women’s rights. 

a. Women’s Position 

Based  on the history, the position of women were always under the men. 

They were always discriminated in all aspects. Andersen (1983:9) states that 

feminist believe that women are treated as inferior. 

Perception above can’t make women to establish their self. This 

subordintaion adhres to the society. In this case, feminist try to break this view. 
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Based on the assumption that “the highest achievement of men and women 

would be to live together as equal” Murphy in (Erni (2013: ) 

b. Women’s Role 

According to Mandell (1995:54) “women are traditionally defined by 

their role as daughters, wives, and mothers. Women with diabilities are 

assumed unable to full care taking and partnership roles”. Popular opinion 

does not expect these women to marry, to have intimate relationship with 

women or men. Or to be mother. It means that women are always to be 

associated with domestic roles. 

c. Women’s Right 

All of humans have human rights. Women should have the equal rights to 

the men. According to Mandell(1995:188), women have equal right to the men, 

such as right just treatment, right for championship, right for child care, right 

for education, right for public, right for religion, right for love. 

d. Women’s Participation 

In liberal feminism, women have equal participation to the men, so that 

women feel that men appreciate their wok in order to get profession, and 

women have the similar access to the men’s participation in social, politic, 

economic, sector, and roles in society (Mandell, 1995: 215). 

3. Notion of Courage 

Courage is something we all admire. When asked to describe courage, 

most people conjure up the image of an individual running into a burning, 

building or maybe a fictional hero saying the day. Images of courage are prevalent 

in our society; from the image for our soldiers overseas to the local hero who 

saved her neighbour from imminent danger(Aristotle, 1962). 

Courage is when you believe in something, you really do, so you go ahead 

and try to what your beliefs tell you to do, and if you’re in danger, that way-well, 

you’re not thinking “I’m in danger”. You’re thinking, this right, this is important, 

and I’m going to go ahead and that is that.(pp. 118-119)(Goud, 2005) 
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2. RESEARCH METHOD 

 The researcher uses a qualitative research. It is a library research while data 

sources need literary data. This kind of research has purpose to analyze literature using 

feminist approach. The first step of conducting the research is determining the type of the 

study. The second is determining the object of the study. Then the third is determining 

data and data sources. The fourth is determining the technique of data collection, and the 

fifth is determining technique of data analysis. The object of the study of the research is 

The Tides of Memory (2013)novel, written by Sidney Sheldons. 

 

3. RESEARCH FINDING 

1. Analysis of Structural Element of the Novel 

a. Character and Characterization 

1) Major Character 

a) Alexia De Vere 

Alexia was the main character in The Tides of Memory(2013). Alexia 

was the originally name of Toni Gilletti. She was born in America. The 

physical appearances in this novel is sexy girl.  Alexia parker, girl sexy 

dependable and hardworking. She spends his time working. Alexia married 

to British Aristocracy, Edward De Vere.Alexia known as ambitious and 

overbearing woman, considers herself not need anyone else. 

 

b) Billy Hamlin 

Billy Hamlin, son of a carpenter who has several cabins on the camp 

william. Billy Hamlin is a charming man, incompetent and lacked ambition. 

 

c) Teddy (Edward De Vere) 

Teddy is a aristrocrat English. He married with Alexia. Teddy was a 

loving person.Teddy is not a religious man but he has a solid foundation of 

a stone buttresses his wife. 

d) Michael De Vere 
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Michael is a son from Teddy and Alexia. He did not like the lecturer 

but he very like enterpreneur. He was a ounger brother Roxie De Vere, he 

has a bad boy charm, has a warm demeanor and sense of humor. All of 

people loved him. 

 

e) Summer Meyer 

Princess Lucy meyer who was 22 years old.Summer meyer tall and has 

dark skin. She  really stunning girl. 

 

f) Lucy Meyer 

Lucy has a motherly and compassionate attitude that never owned 

Michael's mother, but he always maintained his wonderful form. 

 

2) Minor Character 

a) Nicholar Handmeyer 

 A Children from families Handmeyer adorable 7 year old. He is 

blond like angels. 

 

b) Charles Braemar Murphy 

Charles handsome man and the richest in the camp william, until it 

became a girlfriend Toni. 

 

c) Mrs. Martha Kramer 

The old lady who manages william camp for 22 years, and always 

indulgent rich boys.Mrs. Kramer is considered to have the most 

important authority in Kennebunk, but from the looks of many people 

who do not know its capabilities. 

 

d) Cassandra Drayton 

She is one of the ladies of Camp Williams who had slept with Billy 

because of his appeal. 
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e) Marry Lou Parker 

She is one counselor at Camp Williams, who looks perfect in her 

uniform of khaki shorts, a white shirt collar. 

 

f) Don Choate 

Don Choate one camp counselor William the twenties, and was 

very traumatized by the tragedy of Nicholas. 

 

g) Anne Fielding 

One camp counselor William derived from Wellesley quiet 

student. 

 

h) Sandra Gilletti 

Toni Gilletti’s mother, who spent her time and money to shop so it 

was never concerned with her sister. 

 

 

i) Jeff Hamlin 

Hamlin Billy's father, a carpenter in Queens.He loved her son more 

than anything. He was robust in the face of evil gossip about her son. 

He must lose some customers due to the incident. 

 

j) Senator Handmeyer 

Nicholas father, including the richest man in Maine.Senator 

Handmeyer his fifties, older than his wife, cropped-haired face that 

seemed carved out of granite. He was a powerful man and determined 

to take revenge against those responsible for the death of her son, 

Nicholas. 

 

k) Ruth Handmeyer 
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Nicholas's mother was very similar to Nikho, she has blond hair 

and big brown eyes, see it made Toni feel tortured. 

 

l) Devon Williams 

Devon Williams a high court judge. The big man in his 

seventies, he has neatly trimmed white beard, white hair on the head 

bald. 

m) Kevin Lomax 

He is a minister of trade and industry, which has long been 

rumored to be replacing domestic prime time. He claimed to be happy 

on election Alexia as Home Secretary. 

 

n) Charlotte Whittman 

Prime minister's wife, Henry Whitman. 

 

o) Sanjay Patel 

India blooded man, who all his life working to support his family. 

He was jailed because of false accusations by the police. He committed 

suicide after his prison sentence extended. 

 

p) Graydon Hammond 

Graydon is a seven-year boy who has a knee that is curved into and 

slurred as a result of missing teeth at least five. Graydon will grow 

majority inherited shares in Hammond Black. 

 

q) Andrew Beesley 

A man employed as a tennis coach Roxie, and eventually become 

her true love. 
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r) Alfred Jennings 

Alfred is a man in his seventies, partially deaf and weak heart. It 

has been almost forty years he became the gatekeeper at Kingsmere. 

He's not a guard tough, tough Jennings Michael depicts a newborn 

kitten. 

 

s) Cyril Redmayne 

A local police chief who was plump with rosy cheeks and white 

hair to make it look like Santa Claus. Cyril Redmayne has a razor-sharp 

brain and persistent ambition driven normally associated with politicians.  

 

t) Marjove Pilcher 

Marjove is chairman of the Kingsmere and Cotterill Women's 

Initiative, she felt very proud because he regarded himself as an important 

figure in the local community.  

 

u) Angus Grey 

A man of fit and still attractive, in his early sixties, bluish-gray 

hair, and has a brownish skin and blue eyes firmly.  

 

v) Tommy Lyon 

A tall, blond, athletic, with powerful jaws and mournful brown 

eyes, as good-looking with Michael but he could not match the title of 

his best friend as a womanizer.  

 

w) Milo Bates 

Milo James Bates, lahir di Bronxville, New York. Menikahi 

Elizabeth (Bets), mempunyai tiga orang anak. “Milo James bates, born 

in Bronxville, New York. Married Elizabet (Betsy), three children. 

x) Jeff Wilkes 
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 A man with a body fat, his mid-fifties who flavorful garlic and 

body odor, with a swath of wet weight seukurang dinner plates under 

both armpits. Jeff manages the crane company in Queens which is the 

biggest customer of Billy.  

 

y) Sally Hamlin 

Sally red hair and eyes as blue as ice remarkable and ancient 

perselen stuffed leather tub. Sally has a small waist and large breasts. 

Sally was good and motherhood and has a steady job as a legal 

secretary.  

 

b. Setting 

There are many set of place which is described in The Tides of Memory 

Novel (2013). There are: in Camp Williams, In Alfred Maine, In court York 

Country,  In London, In The Gables, In Brook’s, In Chatolic chapel off 

Cadogan Street, In Fairmont House, In London's High Court, In John 

Radcliffe Hospital. 

The setting of time in The Tides of Memory novel is complex. Moving 

backwards and forwards in the setting of time from Maine 1973, Oxfordshire 

1988, Maine 1974, Maine 1988, Maine 1993. 

c. Plot 

The plot in The Tides Memory novel is considered new by some experts. 

The writer uses non-linear plot. The nature of plot is opened, so it makes the 

story in The Tides of Memory novel leaps very often. Sometimes the writer 

uses the flash-back plot. 

The beginning of the novel, Billy Hamlin is in Camp Williams, New 

York, he saw children in swimming trunks with a cry of pleasure. Not only 

children who love summer at Camp Williams. Billy feels fortunate to work in 

this place, because the majority of counselors at the camp Williamsis an Ivy 

League college students and women who spend time between graduation and 

marriage to pursue swimming classes for the sons of the elite New York cute. 
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Toni Gilletti, Williams sexiest camp counselor, oversees the group Graydon. 

He is not a graduate of Harvard College, but his father was not a carpenter, his 

father had some electronic stores along the Eastern Seaboard. 

The atmosphere changed when tragedy Handmeyer Nicholas, one of the 

favorite son Toni disappeared from the hordes of other children. He was found 

drowned, and will never come back again. Billy Hamlin, sacrifice for Toni to 

claim that the loss of Nicholas because of her negligence. 

The story moves in Oxfordshire. Alexia Parker married a wealthy 

aristocrat named Teddy De Vere, was selected as the Home secretary, the 

second most important person in Oxford. However, everything did not go 

smoothly, starting with her daughter Roxie who hated him. Things began to 

uncontrollably when a man from his past want revenge, attempted to destroy 

careers, friends and family. 

 

d. Point of View 

In The Tides of Memory, the narrator succesfully combined various point 

of view. The point of view in The Tides of Memory is combined between 

narrator as first participation and n0n-participation, that the narrator as first 

participation knows how to deliver the character of the story is well. 

 

e. Style 

The style of The Tides of Memory novel(2013) there are many things 

involved for example, diction, grammatical structure, sentence construction. 

 

f. Theme 

Theme of The Tides of Memory novel is about women courage, the 

background of the story about courage, politic, friendship and revenge.  

The Tides of Memory novel actually tells about the courage of a woman 

facing the danger of his life. The main character in this novel is Alexia De 

Vere, a woman from the party politicians who are not famous later became 

Home Secretary, the second most important person in the country. After her 



 

 

12 
 

marriage to a wealthy British aristocrat named Edward De Vere, then had two 

children, Roxie De Vere and Michael De Vere. Every part of the story is never 

separated from courage. Alexia described as having the courage to face any 

problems in his life. This novel leads to get a happiness in her life. Having 

courage to against the people who are not like her. In addition, this novel is 

recommended for adult readers, both of the political, and revenge. 

 

4. Conclusion 

The researcher will complete this study by relating all of those structural elements 

of the The Tides of Memory novel and putting back into one conclusion. Sidney 

Shelson’s as the author of The Tides of Memory (2013) novel, used many stryctural 

elements that researcger could analyze. The structural elements which researcher 

chould analyze are: character and characterization, setting, plot, point of view, style, 

and theme. In the character and characterization, there are several aspect could be 

explained by the researcher, such as: mental, moral, social, and physichal. 

Sidney Sheldons The Tides of Memory novel was published in 2013 by Harper 

Collins, Sidney sheldons want to described the condition of New York at Camp 

Williams throught  her novel. Through the characters asidney tells how dikamp 

Condition williams, beginning From Scratch him in camp williams WORK work with  

Toni Gilletti And his encounter, and the tragedy of the loss of Nicholas Handmeyer, a 

boy aged seven toni's favorite, died of drowning. 

Through her novel, Sidney Sheldons describe Alexia as the main character. alexia 

known as the iron lady, she was chosen as home secretary, the second most important 

person in his country. in the face of his life, he was facing a lot of danger. Sidney 

Sheldon describe alexia character as a woman who has the courage to face any danger 

to destroy the family and her career. 

Sheldons describing the setting of the novel with clearly, the setting of place was 

New York and Oxford. The setting of time was not described specific. She only 

mentioned that the story take place in the future after war. She describe several 

location that indicates the story’s taking place in Newyork territoral, such as Camp 

Williams, location where Billy and Toni work as counselors.  
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The setting of time in The Tides of Memory novel is complex. Moving backwards 

and forwards in the setting of time from Maine 1973, In this setting of time, this story 

explains what happened at Camp Williams. In Maine 1993, In this time, the story of 

tell about the first five years of marriage Billy and sally running happily. But they are 

equally busy with their own affairs. The birth of a beautiful baby girl, round and fat 

have brought happiness to both parents. Jenny grew into a child's smart, funny and 

adorable. 

The plot in The Tides Memory novel is considered new by some experts. The 

writer uses non-linear plot. The nature of plot is opened, so it makes the story in The 

Tides of Memory novel leaps very often. Sometimes the writer uses the flash-back 

plot. 

In The Tides of Memory, the narrator succesfully combined various point of view. 

The point of view in The Tides of Memory is combined between narrator as first 

participation and n0n-participation, that the narrator as first participation knows how 

to deliver the character of the story is well. 

Theme of The Tides of Memory novel is about women courage, the background 

of the story about courage, politic, friendship and revenge. The Tides of Memory 

novel actually Tells about the courage of a woman facing the danger of her life.. In 

addition, this novel is recommended for adult readers, both of the political, and 

revenge. 

From the explanation challenged the story, the authors conclude that the theme of 

the The Tides of Memory novel by Sidney Sheldon this message that do not be too 

late in the dumps up can cause resentment will trigger crime. 
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